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SERMON  I. 


Romans  v.  io. 

* 

Vor  when  we  were  enemies ,  wc.  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
death  of  his  Son  ;  much  more  being  reconciled,  we  Jhall  he 
Jawed  by  his  life • 

THE  grounds  of  a  Chriftian’s  faith  and  hope,  are  not  only 
fufhcient  to  fatisfy  his  own  mind,  but  capable  likewife  of 
being  defcribed  and  vindicated,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  cannot  fail 
to  give  full  fatisfadiion  to  every  lober  unprejudiced  inquirer. 

Genuine  Chriflianity  is  far  from  declining  any  means  of  trial, 
whereby  truth  is  diftinguifhed  from  delufion  or  impofture  :  on 
the  contrary,  it  courts  the  light  ;  and  the  more  feverely  it  is 
tried,  the  brighter  it  fhines  :  <c  The  words  of  the  Lord,  are 
“  pure  words,  like  (liver  tried  in  a  furnace  of  earth,  and  puri- 
“  fied  feven  times.”  The  evidence  by  which  our  faith  and 
hope  are  fupported,  hath  already  flood  the  teft  of  many  gene¬ 
rations  ;  and  the  moft  violent  attacks  of  its  enemies,  inflead  of 
ih  a  king  the  foundation,  have  only  ferved  to  ihew,  that  it  is  laid 
by  that  fame  Almighty  Hand  which  created  and  upholdeth 
thefe  heavens  and  this  earth*  Nay,  thefe  heavens  and  this 
earth,  fhall  at  length  pafsaway  ;  but  one  jot,  or  one  tittle,  in 
thefe  lively  oracles  of  wifdom  and  truth,  lhall  in  no  wife  pafs 
away  till  all  be  fulfilled. 

The  privileges  of  a  Chrifiian  are  net  a  pifture  drawn  by  fan¬ 
cy,  neither  doth  his  comfort  take  its  rife  from  thole  inexplica¬ 
ble  impreffions  to  which  the  dreaming  enthuliafl  is  conflrained 
to  refort.  The  intelligent  believer  (lands  upon  firm  ground, 
and  is  always  “  ready  to  give  an  anfwer  to  every  man  that  afk> 
u  eth  him  a  reafonof  the  hope  that  is  in  him.” 

Do  you  inquire  into  the  objeffi  of  his  hope,  he  will  tell  you  with¬ 
out  hektation,  that  he  looks  for  a  portion  aftei  death,  in  compa¬ 
nion  whereof,  this  earth  which  we  inhabit,  and  all  that  it  con¬ 
tains,  fhrink  into  nothing,  yea,  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity. 

Whatever  we  behold  in  this  material  world  hath  the  (eeds  of 
difTolution  fown  in  its  very  nature.  Our  bodies  them  [elves  are 
only  tabernacles  of  clay,  which  ere  long  hull  be  crumbled  in¬ 
to  dufi,  and  fee  corruption®  ftei^ 
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d  JkmenT  uWere’  in  the  midft  of  contagion  and 

dv.fi  enient ;  and  the  belt  things  we  enjoy  are  liable  to  be  per- 

verted,  either  luto  the  increments  or  occasions  of  fin— _ — 

iionour  tempteth  to  pride,  power  to  oppreffion,  and  affluence  to 

Jenluality  and  criminal  indulgence.  Few  comparatively  fpeak- 

ing,  can  carry  with  an  even  and  fteady  handthe  full  cup  of  oro- 

ipenty  any  length  of  way  ;  like  Jefhurun,  they  are  apt  to  kick 

■when  they  wax  fat,  and  lightly  to  eiteem  the  Rock  of  their 
lalvaUon.  '  *  * 

Nay,  though  they  fiiould  efcape  the  pollution  of  thefe  earthly 
enjoyments,  by  ulmg  them  with  moderation,  and  employing- 
tnem  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  defamed  *  yet  fo 
preiancas  and  fugitive  are  all  fublunary  things,  that  it  is  im- 
poiiible  for  any  man  to  promife  upon  their  continuance.  Who 
can  ay,  NIy  mountain  ifandeth  Crong,  I  {hall  never  be 
moved  ;  Can  any  man  guard  himleif  at  all  times  againft 

-ecret  fraud  and  open  violence  ? - Nay,  every  element,  the 

wind,  the  fire,  the  water,  may  in  a  moment  he  armed  with  fuf- 
hcient  force  to  make  the  unwelcome  reparation  betwixt  us  and 
tnebeft  of  our  worldly  polTeffions.  Thus  corruptible  and  de¬ 
filed,  thus  uncertain  and  tranfitory,  js  all  that  is  moft  admired 
and  courted  here  below. 

Not  fo  the  portion  of  the  faints;  the  inheritance  they  look 

for  is  “  incorruptible,  undefiled  and  fadeth  not  away.”- _ 1_ 

As  it  hath  no  principle  of  decay  within  itfelf,  fo  neither  can  it  be 
walled  by  any  thing  from  without.  It  is  ic  referved,*  or  laid 
up,  for  them  in  heaven  ;  ”  a  place  of  abfolute  fafety,  beyond 
the  reach  of  every  ad  verfe  power,  and  equally  fecured  againd 
deceit  and  rapine.  There  is  no  thief  to  Ileal,  no  fpoiler  to  jay 
■wade.  In  thofe  regions  of  perfedl  light  and  love,  no  fuch  pite- 
9US  complaints  are  heard  as  thefe, — 64  My  bowels]  my  bowels  ! 

I  “  am  pained  at  my  very  heart,  becaufe  thou  had  heard,  O 
my  foul  l  the  found  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  alarm  of  war.” 
Ad  above  is  order  and  harmony  ;  there  is  nothing  to  hurt, 
nothing  ro  dedroy,  through  the  whole  extent  of  the  heavenly 

Jerufalem,  that  imperial  feat  of  ^ion’s  King. - Such  can  the 

believer  fay,  is  the  objeSl  of  my  hope. 

Do  you  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  his  hope,  he  hath  an  an- 
fwer  ready  in  the  words  of  my*  text,  and  can  fay  with  the 

Apodle  Paul, - If  when  we  were  enemies ,  we  were  reconciled 

to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son  ;  much  more  beinp  reconciled, 
we  Jhall  be  faved  by  his  life . 

Here  ihe  realoning  is  at  once  profound  and  obvious  * — — 

*  k  i  .  * 
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It  is  firnple  and  ingenious  at  the  fame  time:  fofimple  and 
obvious  that  the  mind,  with  one  glance  perceives  its  force 
and  is  fatisfied  ;  fo  profound  and  ingenious,  that  the  more  accu¬ 
rately  it  is  examined,  the  more  conclulive  it  will  appear. 

From  the  efficacy  of  ChrifUs  death,  which  the  Apoftle  had 
proved  at  large  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  epiftle,  he  inters,  in 
this  palTage,  the  fiuperior  efficacy  of  hisreftored  life  : — I  fay,  his 
rejlored  life ;  for  the  life  here  referred  to,  was  not  that  life  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  crucifixion,  which  he  led  Upon  earth  In  the  form  of 
a  iervant  ;  But  the  life  he  now  lives  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
where  he  is  exalted  to  the  throne  as  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour* 
u  having  a  name  given  him  above  every  name,  that  at  the 

name  of  Jefus  every  knee  ffiould  bow,  and  every  tongue 
*e  confefs,»  that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father.’? _ 

Two  comparifons  are  here  dated  ;  the  one  betwixt  the  pafit 
and  prelent  (fate  of  believers;  formerly  they  were  enemies  to 
God,  now  they  are  become  friends*  1  he  other  cbmparifon  is 
betwixt  the  pall:  and  prelent  condition  of  the  Saviour  ;  once  he 
was  dead ,  how  he  is  alive*  And  the  propofition  that  con¬ 
nects  the  two  is  this,  I  hat  reconciliation  to  God  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  death  of  Chrift,  as  the  meritorious  procuring 
caufeo  Thefe  are  the  premifesfrom  whence  the  Apoftle  draws 
his  co'nclufion,  and  proves  with  demonftfative  evidence,  the  ab- 
folute  certainty  of  the  complete  and  everiafting  falvation  of 
believers. 

The  only  principle  he  affiimes,  is  what  every  orie  mu  ft  ad¬ 
mit  as  food  as  it  is  mentioned*  vi that  reconciliation  to  an  ene¬ 
my  is  a  more  difficult  exercife  of  goodneis  than  beneficence  to  a 
friend.  Upon  which  he  thus  reafons,  That  if  the  death  of 
Chrid  had  diffident  virtue  to  produce  the  greater  effed, 
reconciliation  to  thofe  who  formerly  were  eheuiies,  there  can  be 
mo  room  to  doubt,  that  the  life  of  Chrift,  which  is  a  more 
powerful  caufe,  mull  be  fufficient  to  produce  the  letter  effect-  % 
lefter  I  mean  in  point  of  difficulty,  namely,  the  continuance  of 
the  divine  friendihip  and  beneficence  to  thofe  Whom  his  death 
hath  reconciled,  till  he  bring  them  in  due  lime  to  the  full  pul* 
ieffion  of  the  purchafed  inheritance. 

Say  then,  my  brethren,  may  not  the  hope  of  a  Chriftian  be 
juftly  denominated  a  rational  hope,  or,  as  the  Apoftle  terms  it, 
verle  jj.  a  hope  that  mnketh  not  afliamed  P /J  A.nd  may  uoc 
the  believer  reply,  with  holy  exultation,  to  every  one  that  alk- 
eth  him  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him,  If  when  1  was  an 
enemy ,  I  was  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son,  much 
more  being  reconciled ,  I  /ball  he  failed  by  his  life  :  his  death 
was  the  price  of  the  inheritance  I  look  for  ;  and  his  reftored 
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life  is  my  evidence  that  the  price  was  accepted,  and  the  purchafc 
made.  This  renders  my  hope  allured  and  vigorous.  *  Did  it 
depend  upon  any  thing  in  rnyfelf,  on  the  Hrength,  or  wifdom, 
or  worthinefs  of  the  creature,  it  would  quickly  languilh  and  die  ; 
but  as  it  leans  upon  him  who  rofe  from  the  grave  to  die  no 
more,  who  afeended  up  on  high,  leading  captivity  captive,  and 
is  now  exalted  a*  the  right  hand  of  God,  it  is  become  u  an  an¬ 
chor  of  tlie.  foul,  both  fure  and  HedfaH  :v  for  the  father  raifed 
him  from  the  dead,  and  gave  him  glory,  for  this  very  end,  that 
every  ground  of  jealouly  being  removed,  my  faith  and  hope 
might  be  in  God,  i  Pet.  i.  21- 

It  nmft  already  have  occurred  to  you,  that  none  can  apply 
this  reafoning  to  themfelves,  but  thole  who  are  previoufiy  re¬ 
conciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son .  Here  begins  the  hope 
of  a  linner  ;  and  here  like  wife  mull  I  begin  to  bring  the  fub- 
jedl  home  to  our  own  hearts,  by  inquiring  who  among  us  can 

lay,  that  we  have  experienced  this  bleffed  fruit  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer's  death. 

And  for  our  affiflance  in  this  important  trial,  I  fhall  endea¬ 
vour  in  few  words  to  mark  out  fome  of  the  principal  Heps, 
by  which  the  foul  is  moll  ufually  led  by  the  fpirit.  of  God  unto 
a  vital  union  with  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ;  who  of  God  is 
made  unto  all  that  believe  in  him,  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs, 
and  fanfUfication,  and  redemption. 

A  deep  con  vision  of  guilt  aitd  mifery  doth  certainly  lie  at 
the  root  of  this  important  change.  The  (inner  feeth  himfelf  to 
be  all  pollution,  naked,  and  defencelefs,  having  nothing  to 
lereen  him  from  the  wrath  of  that  Almighty  Being  whom  he 
hath  offended.  — - This  conllrains  him  to  look  about  for  de¬ 
liverance.  1  he  wrath  of  God  is  intolerable: - he  cannot 

dwell  with  devouring  flames,  he  cannot  lie  down  in  everlnHing 
burnings  ;  and  though  he  is  confcious  that  he  hath  juflly  me¬ 
rited  this  mdcry,  yet  fdf-prefervation,  that  flrong  principle 
implanted  in  his  nature  by  the  great  Author  of  his  being,  oblig- 
eth  him  to  afk  the  queHion,  Is  there  no  hope  ? 

Here  indeed,  many  Heal  away  from  under  their  burden,  take 
(belter  in  fome  refuge  of  lies,  and  cncompafs  themfelves  about 
with  fparks  of  their  own  kindling  ;  but  the  (inner  that  is  under 
the  condudf  of  the  ipiri t  of  God  (and  of  fuch  only  I  at  prefent 
(peak)  the  more  he  conliders  his  cafe,  the  more  boplefs  and 
defperate  he  findeth  it  to  be.  He  indeed  afketh  the  queHion, 
v/hatfhall  I  do  ?  but  feeling  his  impotence,  anfwers,  I  can  do 
nothing;  or  though  I  could  do  any  thing,  yet  what  would  if 

avail 


avail  me  ?  — * — Can  the  duty  I  owe  at  prefen t  make  any  re¬ 
paration  for  the  offences  that  are  pad  ? — \vill  forbearing  to  con- 
trad:  new  debt,  intitle  me  to  a  difcharge  of  the  old  ?  lmpoffible  » 
In  fhort,when  he  calls  his  eyes  abroad  througuout  the  whole 
creation,  he  can  6nd  nothing  at  all  to  lean  upon  for  deliver- 
And  thus,  as  the  Apoftle  expreffeth  it,  Gal.  iii.  23.  he 


ance. 


is  “  fhut  up  unto  the  faith,”  hedged  about,  as  it  were,  on  every 
fide  ;  fo  that  neither  himfelf,  nor  any  other  creature,  can  make 

a  way  for  his  efcape.  , 

Being  reduced  to  this  condition,  he  liftens  with  eagerneis  to 

the  tidings  of  a  Sav  our-  The  name  Jefus  hath  a  different 
found  to  him  than  ever  it  had  before  ;  and  his  very  heart 
leaps  within  him,  when  he  hears  that  “  God  was  in  Chriix  ie- 
«  coddling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpai- 
«  fes  unto  them/’  But  he  cannot  reft  fatisfied  with  a  general 
account  of  this  matter*  As  his  danger  is  real  and  prefling,  he 
feeks  a  clear  difcovery  of  the  method  ^  of  deliverance.  Felt 
diftrefs  breeds  concern  and  anxiety  ;  a  fe If- condemned  criminal 
cannot  quiet  his  mind  with  a  bare  probability  of  a  pardon  :  he 
therefore  narrowly  pryesinto  the  authority,  the  chaiadler,  and 
the  ability,  of  the  Saviour.  Be  look  into  his  commijjlon ,  and  is 
wonderfully  pleafed  to  read  fuch  a  plain  declaration  as  this,  If. 
xlii.  6,  7.  “  I  the  Lord  have  called  thee  in  righteoufnefs,  and 
“  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  keep  thee,  and  give  thee  for  a 
ce  covenant  of  the  people,  for  a  light  of  the  Gentiles  ;  to  open 
“  the  blind  eyes,  to  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  priion, 
‘t  and  them  that  lit  in  darknefs  out  of  toe  prifoti  houfe.”  tie 
rejoiceth  to  hear  the  Father  himfelf  proclaiming  with  an  audu 
ble  voice  from  heaven,  firft  at  his  baptilm,  and  atterwards  at  his 
transfiguration,  u  This  is  my  beiovtd  Son,  in  whom  I  am 
“  well  pleafed.”  He  therf  proceeds  to  confider  his  admirable 
fitnefs  for  the  office  and  work  of  a  Saviour,  as  being  the  eter¬ 
nal  Word  made  fieih,  Emanuel,— God  in  our  nature.  He  re¬ 
views  the  whole  hilfrryof  his  actions  and  fuffe rings  ;  fees  him 
offering  up  the  facrifice  to  divine  juliice  ;  hears  him  ewfc  on 
the  crofs,  u  It  is  finifhed  beholds  him  rifing  from  the  #ave 
in  tellimony  of  the  divine  acceptance,  afcending  up  on  high  to 
receive  the  kingdom,  where  he  ever  ln/eth  to  make  inter- 
cefhon  for  tranfgrelfors,  ana  to  diipenle  the  gdts  he  pure  ha  fed 
with  his  blood,  having  all  power  committed  to  him  in  heaven 
and  on  earth  :  from  all  which  he  diicpvers  abundant  reafon  to 
conclude,  that  *'*  he  is  able  to  lave  to  the  utter tnc^i  $11  coucie 
"  unto  God  by  him.” 
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he  now  SsiliT/r"11  '*•  ^r’01"'  !Xaft!y  fuited  t0  his  neceffitifi* 

,  A  to  conceive  fo«ie  hope:  he  lees  a  poffibiiitv  cf 

"  leS1!  ’at,0r  ;  "  fatisfed’  ^  this  Savlour^wiii 

rtak_  ms  caufe,  he  hath  no  reafon  to  defpair  •  he  there 

nTreS\  h0W>  °r  by  Wbat  nieans  he  may  p  icUre' 

Sfe?*.***-.*  r**  of  •!»  Mefr..*.: he  SS 

‘  f^ere  it  is  that  the  great  adverfary  Uluallv  makes 
t0Sfl"-°'1  v,f0I;H's  efforts,  and  pats  forth  ail  his  force  an/artifice 

Ste?  *•  *T  “  “  ■*»  «*r  «>ore  of  faction*  He 
iK.e.,ours  to  make  that  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  which  firff 

ujugic  tac  finner  to  fee  his  need  of  a  Saviour,  now  to  appear 

fif  Tff'e  f“ni"8  “  hil"  for  *»wn«e.  He  wiStell 

*&** >«H be  Jncl 
nln  \  /s  of  his  (ins,  or  his  long  continuance  in  them 

ht!“e  “„2”  t‘  ;rh  S**** PoweC or  „ le.fl  J} 
*u„‘  ‘  'Pr°hjeftfoi  his  merciful  interpolation.  He»-euv 

the  poor  creature  ,s  either  driven  to  defpair  or  elfJ  ^  ' 

him  to£d!S  afterA ihtnething  in  himlelf  to  recommend 

adapted  toM  SaV.'jUr-  Alld  t!le  Ia!t  of  thefe  temptations  is  fd 

a:;;,d  t0  the  Pnde  of  our  nature,  Which  would  always  have 
lomethincr  to  bmO-  nP  J  nat 

cefsfnl  -  n-,>h.  •  •  r  “  ■  Y  ,£  Proves  «*>  fatally  fbc- 

R,  t  ,  ’  thfr  ,s. i£  !°°">  n°r  eafily,  overcome  by  any  - 

f'!t  !'l  10U1  £hat  ^guided  by  the  Sprit  of  God,  is  here  led  to 

h  ,t  Tef«tem  T  h-eedom  of  the  gofpel  offer  and  call  ; _ _ 

[eT  5  a  saviour  for  the  chief  of  ftnners  —  that  th« 

Wi  etched  the  referable  the  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked,  ate  thd 

aedhfled‘°Tht0‘  T  "  ”S  £?%°US  inv'tations  ancl  countels  are 
‘ciied>  tha:  he  interpoled  for  our  relief,  not  becarT  w-  ' 

t  wta  !'-.0rth Vf°f  h,S  3ld’  b,LU  becaufe  we  needed  bis  aid;  anti 
t  n.  ,  a  ieme  of  extreme  need,  accompanied  with  an  humble  and 

aP'th  t  W??  thC  ,Unfpeakab1e  Sift  of  God  to  men,  is 
X]  ,S  Jooked  for  0,1  the  P3«  of  the  creature.  Upon  this 
t..e  muter  .  enouucmg  his  own  righteoufnefs  as  filthy  rags,  or, 

:M  ff  -  ;eV  ’Te|ieXpr  f  ’  “  havi"S  no  confidence  in  the 
„„  ;  h  ,L°TS  ,°  h,m’  JudS,nS  3Ild  condemning  hinifelf,  with- 
>Td  bUt  hfrXtr,eme,  necefl,t7>  and  fhe  infinite  and  un- 

t  Zrlt  t  T  l  haV,ng  n°  anfwer  t0  the  I™, 

ri  /!  1  Ci  U,rift  s.  °bed,ence  “"to  death,  nor  any  other  lhel- 

VZ{-'T  aV?HS,nS  J,dtice.  This  is  what  the  Apollle,  in  the 
V^ollowmg  my  text,  calls  receivin',  the  atonement  ;  becaule 
men  the  inner  is  made  a  partaker  of  Chrift’s  facrifice,  his  peace- 
y— .»v.i.g  mood  is  fprmkled  upon  him,  and  covers  him  fo  emire- 
7’  uiat  from  head  to  foot,  if  I  may  ufe  that  expreffien,  no 
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part  of  him  is  left  expofed  to  that  fiery  indignation  which  fhall 
finally  confume  all  the  adverfaries  of  God. 


And  now  let  me  afk,  Who  among  you  can  fay,  that  you 
have  experienced  fuch  a  work  of  grace  upon  your  hearts  ?  For 
the  juft  encouragement  of  thofe  who  are  thus  reconciled  to  God 
by  the  death  of  his  Son,  I  fhall,  in  further  illuftration  of  the 
Apoftle7s  reasoning,  endeavour  to  fhew  the  powerful  influence 
of  the  life  of  Chrilt  upon,  every  thing  that  belongs  to  their  com. 
plete  falvation. 

i Jl  The  jufiifi cation  of  believers  which  was  purchafed  by  the 
death  of  Chrift,  is  rendered  fure  and  permanent  by  his  reftor- 
ed  life.  Upon  this  the  Apoftle  lays  a  peculiar  emphalis,  Rom* 
viii.  34.  where  in  fupport  of  that  triumphant  challenge,  u  W  ho 
“  flaall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God7s  eleCl  Vr  having 
faid,  “  if  is  Chrift  that  died,77  he  immediately  fu b joins, yea 
**  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of 

God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceffion  for  us*7’ 

From  whence  can  a  fentence  of  condemnation  proceed  ?  Isitnct 
from  that  very  throne  to  which  our  once  crucified  Redeemer 
isvraifed,  that  he  may  confer  that  remillion  which  he  purchafed 
with  his  blood  ?  And  now  that  he  is  entered  into  his  glory, 
fhall  the  indiftment  that  he  nailed  to  his  croi's  be  taken  ciown 
from  thence,  and  put  in  fuit  againft  thofe  who,  in  obedience  to 
his  Father’s  command,  have  fled  for  refuge?  Impoftible  As 
he  bowed  his  head  upon  the  crofsto  expiate  our  guilt,  fo  he  lift¬ 
ed  it  up  again  when  he- rofe  from  the  grave,  that  he  might  ef¬ 
fectually  appiy  the  merit  of  his  facrilice,  and  obviate  every 
charge  that  could  be  brought  againft  his  people. 

'idly.  The  life  of  Chrift  is  no  lels  available  to  infure  the 
fanBif  cation  of  all  who  believe  on  him.  For  what  end  did  he 
enter, into  the  heavenly  fanctuary,  but  that  from  thence  he 
might  fend  forth  his  conquering  Spirit  to  cleanfe  and  ptirifv 
the  hearts  of  thofe  whom  he  had  walked  with  his  blood,  that  a*s 
no  guilt  might  be  left  to  provoke  the  juftice  of  God,  fo  neither 
fhould  there  be  any  defilement  to  offend  bis  holinefs-  It  is  iin- 
pofftble  to  doubt,  that  a  Redeemer  in  glory,  will  at  length  prc~ 
font  to  his  Father  u  a  glorious  church,  without  Ipot,  or  wrinkle, 
u  or  any  fuch  thing.77  Purely  Chrift  is  not  gone  to  heaven, 
to  leave  that  blood  to  run  walls  which  he  Ihed  upon  earth,  or 
to  be  negligent  in  improving  the  virtue  of  his  facrifice*  That 
prayer,  u  Father  fan&ify  them  through  thy  truth, 77  hath  as 
loud  a  found  from  his  illuftrious  throne,  as  it  had  from  the  foot- 
ftool,  when  he  w  as  juft  about  to  enter  upon  his  agony  and  buf¬ 
ferings. 
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ferings.  He  did  riot  utter  thefe  words  upon  the  confines  of  his 
kingdom,  to  forget  or  difuie  them  when  he  fhould  enter  upon 
the  pofTefTion  of  it.  What  he  prayed  for  in  his  humiliation,  he 
hath  power  todifpenfein  his  exalted  date  ;  and  he  will  do  it  to 
all  who  put  their  truft  in  him  :  he  will  gradually  adorn  them 
with  the  beauties  of  holinefs,  and  keep  them  by  his  power 
through  faith  unto  Privation.  Which  leads  me  to  obferve. 

In  the  third  place,  That  the  life  of  Chrift  doth  effectually 
fecure  an  honourable  iHlie  to  all  the  afflittiotis  and  temptations 
of  his  people.  It  is  the  fame  perfon  that  was  crucified  on  earth, 
who  is  now  crowned  with  glory  in  the  higheft  heavens  :  and 
though  he  dropped  the  infirmities  of  that  body  he  had  af- 
iumed,  and  left  all  the  weaknefs  of  humanitv  behind  him  in 
the  grave  ;  yet  he  carried  his  pitying  nature  to  the  throne, 
and  is  dill  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities,  and  dif- 
pofed  to  help  us  in  every  time  of  need.  u  He  will  not  break 

“  the  brui fed  reed,  nor  quench  the  fmoking  flax.” - He 

knows  cur  frame  ;  he  remembers  that  we  are  dud;  and  will 
therefore  ie  debate  with  us  in  meafure,  and  day  his  rough  wind 

in  the  day  of  his  ead  wind*” 

And  with  regard  to  temptations,  the  life,  of  Chrift  affords  the 
moft  comfortable  aflurance,  that  over  thefe  we  fha  11  be  finally 
victorious.  He  that  fullered  being  tempted,  will  certainly  be 
difpofed  to  fuccour  thole  that  are  tempted  ;  and  there  can  be 
no  room  to  doubt,  that  he  is  as  able  as  he  is  willing.  If,  while 
in  the  form  of  a  fervant,  he  defeated  all  the  artifices  of  the  cun¬ 
ning  ferpent,  and  repelled  the  mod  violent  attacks  of  the  roaring 
lion  ;  if  in  his  lowed  date  of  abafement,  even  while  be  hung 
upon  the  crofs,  he  fpoded  principalities  and  powers,  making  a 
(hew  of  them  openly  •  now  that  all  power  is  committed  to  him 
both  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  can  he  want  either  wifdom  or 
ftrength  to  bruife  Satan  under  the  feet  of  the  weakeft  of  his 
lervants  ?  Impodible  !— While  the  head  of  the  body  reigns  in 
glory,  we  may  be  well  affured  that  no  member  can  become  the 
prey  of  an  adverfe  power  ;  fo  that  every  believer  may  adopt 
the  language  of  Paul,  and  fay  as  he  tdid,  u  Who  (hall  leparate 
“  us  from  the  love  of  Chrift?  (hall  tribulation,  or  did  refs,  or 
u  perfecution,  or  famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  Iword  ? — 
c 6  Nay  in  all  thefe  things  we  are  more  than  conquerors,  through 
him  that  loved  us»  For  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neitner  death, 
i,e  nor  life,  nor  angel',  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor 
i:  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 

es  nor  anv  Gther  creature,  (hall  be  able  to  feparaie  us  from  the 
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ft  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord.5* - Once 

more, 

i \thly ,  The  life  of  Thrift  fecures  to  his  people  the  refurrec* 
tlon  of  their  bodies,  and  the  happineis  of  the  whole  man,  hi 
the  full  and  everlafting  enjoyment  of  God. 

As  Adam,  by  his  apoftacy  became  the  fource  of  death  to  all 
his  natural  de  fee  nd  ants  ;  lo  Thrift,  by  his  expiatory  fufferings^ 
and  the  glory  that  followed,  is  become  the  fountain  of  life  to 
all  his  fpi ritual  offspring,  who  accordingly  are  laid  to  be,  u  be* 
6<  gotten  again  to  the  lively  hope  of  ah  inheritance  that  is  in- 

corruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that  fadith  not  away  and 
that  by  means  of  his  re  fur  region  from  the  dead*  Hence  the 
fecund  Adam  is  called  a  quickening  Spirit ,  having  the  fame 
virtue  and  efficacy  to  convey  all  the  fulnefs  of  life  to  thofe 
who  are  new  born  into  the  family  of  God,  that  the  firft  Adam 
had  to  tran link  death  to  his  pofterity*  It  was  not  the  foul  of 
Thrift  only,  but  his  body  alfo,  that  was  exalted  and  crowned 
with  honour  :  ia  like  manner  fhall  the  bodies  of  believers  be 
related  from  the  grave,  and  railed  to  glory,  feeing  thefe  were 
redeemed  by  Thrift  as  well  as  their  fouls.  Nay,  the  bodies  of 
the  faints  are  faid  exprefsly  to  be  “  the  temples  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft  and  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  thefe  temples  dial! 
remain  always  under  the  ruins  of  death*  He  who  honoured 
them  with  his  reudence,  will  certainlv  rebuild  them  in  due 
time;  as  the  Apoftle  reafons,  Korn,  viii,  1 1.  u  If  the  fpirit 
“  of  him  that  railed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in  you  ; 
4<  he  that  raffed  up  Thrift  from  the  dead,  fhall  alio  quicken 
st  your  mortal  bodies,  by  his  Spirit  that  dwelleth  infyou°;? 
Then  lhall  that  fong  be  lung  by  all  the  redeemed  company 
newly  railed  from  the  duft,— Death  is  fwajlowed  up  in  vie® 
st  tory.” — 7 — u  O  death,  where  is  now  thy  fting  *  O  grave* 
(i  where  is  now'  thy  victory  ? — The  fting  of  death  was  (in,  and 
n  the  ftrength  of  fin  wa$  the  law  ;  hut  thanks  be  unto  God* 
u  who  hath  now  given  us  the  victory  through  Jefus  Thrift 
“  our  Lord.”  £ 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  lead  you  through  a  very  ex* 
ten  five,  but  furely  a  pleafan.t  and  fruitful  held,  wherein  a  va¬ 
riety  of  objedls  have  occurred,  interefting  to  all,  and  peculiarly 
comfortable  to  the  people  of  God  :  upon  whom  1  therefore  call, 
in  the  conclufion  of  my  difeourfe,  to  praile  and  magnify  that 
cornpaffion ate  Saviour,  and  faithful  High* P.rie.ft  over  the  houl’e 
of  God,  who  ranfomed  them  with  his  blood  ;  and  amidft  all  the 
splendors  of  his  exalted  ftate,  is  not  unmindful  of  his  charge 
Vo;.  Ho  G  upon 
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upon  earth,  but  continually  appears  in  the  prefence  of  God  for 
them  ;  whofe  ear  is  always  attentive  to  the  voice  of  their  fap- 
plications  j  whofe  mouth  is  ever  open  to  plead  in  their  behalf! 
arid  as  if  it  had  not  been  love  enough  to  die  for  them,  Itill 
lives  and  reigns  for  them,  and  even  glories  in  being  “  the 
4i  head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  which  is  his  body,  the 

fc  fulnefs  of  him  that  filleth  all  in  all.” - - -To  him,  with  the 

Father,  and  quickening  Spirit,  the  one  living  and  true  God,  be 
glory  and  honour,  thanksgiving  and  praife,  for  ever  and  ever* 
Amen* 
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Ephraim  Jhall  fay ,  What  have  1  to  do  any  more  with  idols  $ 

IF  we  compare  the  reprefentation  here  given  of  Ephraim 
with  the  account  we  have  of  him  ch.  iv.  17.  we  fhail  dif- 
cover  fuch  a  wonderful  change,  as  rauft  excite  in  us  a  defire 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  caufe  of  it.  Tfoere  it  is  laid,  *  E* 
phraini  is  joined  to  idols  Here  we  behold  him  throwing 
them  away,  with  every  fymptom  of  contempt  and  abhorrence 
Like  a  man  awakened  from  a  dream,  or  rather  like  one  who 
had  loft  his  reafon,  and  was  now  reftored  to  the  right  ufe  of 
it,  he  faith.  What  have  I  to  do  anymore  with  idols It  is  my 
diif grace,  no  lefs  than  my  crime,  that  ever  I  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  fuch  lying  vanities  5  but  now  1  caff  them  from  me  with 
fcor n  and  deteftation,  and  with  a  determined  purpofe,  that  I 
lhall  never  henceforth  return  to  them  any  more. 

How  is  this  furprifing  change  to  be  accounted  for  ?  When 
God  Laid,  “  Ephraim  is  joined  to  idols  ”  he  immediately  pro¬ 
nounced  that  awful  decree,  u  Let  hun  alone.**  Hereby  a  re- 
ftraint  was  laid  upon  every  outward  inftrument.  All  the 
creatures  were  charged  by  the  higheft  authority,  to  give  him 
no  difturbance  in  the  courfe  of  his  idolatry,  but  to  leave  him 
intirely  to  his  own  conduct,  and  the  unabated  influence  of  the 
idols  he  had  chofen.  By  what  means  then  was  his  recovery 
brought  about?— -Had  Ephraim  the  honour  to  difcover  the  de« 
lufton  by  his  own  iagacity,  and  to  break  the  enchantment  by 
his  own  ftrength  ?- — -We  find  an  anfwer  to  theie  qoeftions,  ch* 
xiii.  9.  “  O  Ifrael,  thou  haft  deftroyed  thyfelf,  but  in  me  is 
thy  help.”  Had  God  faid,  I  am  determined  to  let  Ephraim 
alone,  there  would  have  been  an  end  of  him  at  once,  though 
the  whole  creation  had' been  left  at  liberty  to  exeit  its  Uimoft 
activity  for  his  help  :  but  it  deferves  our  notice  tnat  though  God 
laid  a  reftraint  upon  the  agency  of  the  creatures,  yet  he  laid 
no  reftraint  upon  his  own,  but  referved  to  him  fell  the  full  ex« 
erode  of  his  eflential  and  unalienable  prerogative,  to  be  the 
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In  this  character  he  is  introduced  at  the  ift.verfeof  iiiU 
chapter,  where  he  iltues  forth  his  royal  command,  and  clothes 
it  with  power  :  “  O  Ifrael,  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God,  for 
t  iou  haft  fallen  by  thine  iniquity*5’ — In  order  to  encourage 
their  hope  of  acceptance,  he  teacheth  them  in  the  following 
verfes  how  to  pray,  and  even  di&ates  the  very  form  of  furren- 
der  they  were  to  make  “  Take  with  you  words,  and  turn  to 
£t  the  Lord,  fay  unto  him,  lake  away  all  iniquity  and  receive 
U  us  gracioiifly  ;  fo  will  we  render  the  calves  of  our  lips.  A« 
fhur  fhall  not  fave  us,  we  will  not  ride  upon  horfes,  neither 
66  will  we  fay  any  more  to  the  works  of  our  hands,  Ye  are 
**  our  Gods:  for  in  thee  the  fatherlefs  findeth  mercy.-’  After 
which,  to  remove  that  diftruft  and  jealoufy  which/ hedeflarily 
fpring  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilty  he  gees  on  to  declare 
his  fovereign  purpofe*  exprefled  in  the  tnoft  comprehenfive  and 
abfolute  terms,  of  difpenfing  to  them,  and  conferring  upon 
them,  his  pardoning  mercy  and  fanCiifying  grace  j  **  I  will 
heal  their  backfliding,  I  will  love  them  frtely  ;  for  mine  an- 
ger  is  turned  away  horn  him®  I  will  be  as  tkcx  dew  unto 
ii  In  confequence  whereof,  he  foretels,  in  the 

words  ot  my  text,  that  -Ephraim,  who  till  then  had  been  joined 
to  idols,  fhould  find  himfelf  diipofed  and  enabled  to  fay,  not 
with  his  lipspnly*  but  from  an  effedlual  principle  of  new  life 
,n  his  heart,  What  hcivc  I  to  do  with  idols  any  move  t 
.  From  this,  v^w  of  my  text,  as  it  ftatids  connected  with  other 
paffages  in  this  book  that  relate  to  Ephraim,  ana  more  efpeci- 
ally  with  the  verfes  immediately  preceding,  four  oblervations 
obvioufly  arife,  which  I  propofe  to  illuftrate  in  the  following; 
diicourfe* 

*•  That  a  (inner,  in  his  natural  ftate,  is  joined  to  idols. 

2®  Tnat  to  feparate  a  (inner  from  idols,  is  a  work  that  is 
altogether  peculiar  to  God. 

3*  That  this  Reparation  is  effeGed  by  the  difeovery  and  ap¬ 
plication  ot  pardoning  mercy  and  fanclifying  grace. — And, 

4.  That  every  one  who  is  a  partaker  of  thefe  important  be* 
neftts,  will,  and  rnuft,  adopt  the  words  of  Ephraim  in  their 
moft  .extemive  meaning,  and  fay,  as  he  did,  What  have  1  to  do 
any  more  with  idols  ? 

I.  My  firft  observation  is,  That  a  finner,  if>  his  natural  ftate, 
is  joined  to  idols. 

Herein  court  flcth  the  eftence  of  man’s  apoflacy.  Something 
that  is  not  God  is  the  objeCl  of  his  fuprerne  love,  and  poireiletrt 
that  place  in  his  heart  which  is  due  only  to  the  Jiving  and  true 
God  ;  and  that  thing,  by  what  name  foever  it  may  be  diflih- 
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fuiiiicd,  is  properly  an  idol .  Now  this  world,  and  the  things 
of  the  world,  its  riches  and  pleafures,  and  honours,  which  the 
Apoftle  John*  by  a  flrong  and  fignificant  figure,  calls  the  luff 
54  of  the  eye,  the  lull:  of  the  flefh,  and  the  pride  of  life  thefe 
are  the  great  rivals  of  God  which  ever  iince  the  fatal  apoftacy, 
have  ufurped  the  throne  in  the  human  heart. 

I  am  unwilling  to  mention  the  profane  rites  by  which  fomc 
of  thefe  idols  are  worshipped  by  many  ;  they  are  too  fhocking 
to  be  named,  and  at  the  fame  time  10  notorious  as  to  lender  a 
detail  of  them  fuperfiuous.  It.  is  by  no  means  neceffary  for 
proving  the  charge  of  idolatry,  that  I  lhbuld  lead  your  imagi¬ 
nations  through  the  various  fcenes  of  injuftice,  oppreffion,  and 
cruelty  t,  or  into  the  foul  haunts  of  lewdnefs  and  riotous  ex« 
cefs.  *  Many  of  thefe  vices  may  be  deemed  unnatural  to  rnan, 
even  in  his  fallen  Hate :  and  though  the  carnal  mind  may  be 
enmity  againft  Gbds  yet  I  am  verily  perluaded  that  the  cai  nal 
mind  itfelf  doth  often  fuller  a  conliderable  degree  of  violence, 
before  it  can  be  fully  reconciled  to  the  practice  of  them*  It  k» 
fufficient  for  my  purpofe  to  affirm,  what  daily  obfervation  puts 
beyond  all  doubt*  viz.  that  this  prefent  world,  in  one  fliape  ot 
other,  is  loved  and  ferved  in  preference  to  G«-od,  by  every  man 
without  exception,  who  hath  ho  other  principle  of  life  than 
what  he  derived  from  the  fir  ft  Adam.  Here  he  finds  die  (ap¬ 
ply  of  his  bodily  wants*  and  all  that  kind  of  provihon  that  finis 
his  animal  nature,  and  gratifies  thole  appetites  which  he  hath 
in  common  with  the  inferior  creatures®  And  though  he  is 
often,  or  rather  always,  difappointed  in  his  expectation  ;  yet 
being  unacquainted  with  any  better  fuftenance  than  tills  earth 
affords,  he  only  makes  new  experiments,  perlifls  in  feeking  his 
portion  here  below,  and  will  continue  to  do  fb,  tih,  by  iocne 
means  or  other,  beget  a  mind  todifeern  thole  fpiritual  objects, 
and  an  appetite  to  reliib  thofe  fpiritual  enjoyments,  which  aie 
the  proper  food  of  the  foul,  the  only  aliment  w  hereby  its  real 
life  and  well-being  call  be  lupportedt  Hence  it  already  appeal  % 

in  fome  meafure,  . 

*  II.  That  to  leparate  a  (inner  from  idols,  muff  be  the  pecu¬ 
liar  work  of  God  himfelf  5  which  was  the  fecond  obfervation  I 
propofed  to  iiluftrate. 

The  natural  man*  as  I  have  juft  now  bud,  may  change  the 
QljeB  of  his  devotion  ;  and  having  experienced  the  vanity  oi 
any  particular  idol,  he  may  fay  concerning  it.  What  have  I  to 
do  any  more  with  thee  ?-  Such  a  change  as  tnis  is  abundantly 
common,  it  is  eafy,  nay  it  is  neceffary  :  it  requires  no  exertion 

of  ftrewnh  :  weaknefs  itfelf  it  fufficient  to  produce,  it  being  no 
*  other 
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othei  than  the  natural,  the  unavoidable  confecjuence  of  fa  tie  tv 
and  difguft.  But  amidft  ten  thou  fa  nd  changes  of  this  kind,  the 
man  is  only  turning  from  one  idol  to  another  :  and  though  he 
may  pais  from  groifer  ones  to  others  more  refined  ;  from  mere 
bodily  indulgence,  to  the  amufments  of  feience  ,  or  perhaps 
from  the  gratification  of  felfifti  and  turbulent  paffions,  to  the 
cultivation  and  practice  of  iome  public  and  focial  virtues  •  yet 
flill  he  hops  fhort  of  God  :  ail  the  objects  of  his  purfuit  belong 
to  the  prefen t  ftate  of  things  *  and  he  afpires  to  no  higher  feli¬ 
city  than  may  be  gathered  from  the  materials  of  this  earth 
which  he  inhabits. 

Accordingly,  the  converfion  of  a  finner,  or  the  turning  him 
from  idols  to  the  true  God,  is  every  where  throughout  the 
Scriptures  reprefented  as  the  effect  of  omnipotent  creating 
power.  It  is  called  a  new  creation ,  a  being  born  again ,  a  re- 
furre&ion ,  a  pajfing  from  death  to  life .  Nor  are  thefe  expreflh 
ons  metaphorical,  but  ftridtly  juft  ;  they  are  the  words  not  of 
truth  only,  but  of  fobernefs.  The  apoftate  creature  is  really 
dead ,  in  the  trueft  and  moft  important  fenfe  of  that  word.  For 
what  is  natural  death,  as  it  is  commonly  ityled  ?  The  foul, 
when  leparated  from  the  body,  doth  not  ceale  to  exiil  ;  and 
though  the  body  itfelf  moulders  into  dud,  yet  no  particle  of 
that  duft  is  annihilated  or  loll.  The  principal  effect  of  that 
humiliating  event,  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  creature's  connexion 
with  a  prelent  world  :  the  man  ceafes  to  be  any  more  an  inha¬ 
bitant  of  this  earth  ;  and  when  we  fay  he  is  dead,  this  is  all 
that  we  commonly  mean  to  exprefs. 

Now  fin  hath  broken  our  connexion  with  thelpiritual  world, 
as  really  as  the  reparation  of  the  foui  from  the  body  will  break 
our  connexion  with  this  material  world  :  and  therefore,  with¬ 
out  any  metaphor,  fin  is  the  death  of  the  foul'  or  fpirit  of  the 
man,  whereby  it  is  cut  off  from  the  fource  of  life,  and  utterly 
difabled  to  relilh  thofe  employments  or  pleafures  which  alone 
can  render  a  fpiritnal  being  happy.  And  in  this  Bate  it  muff 
remain,  till  the  fame  power  that  gave  it  exigence  at  hr  ft  ftial! 
create  it  anew,  and  reftore  thofe  faculties  which  fin  had  de- 
llroyed,  of  aiding  and  enjoying  according  to  its  true  add  proper 
nature. 


The  ufe  of  this  obfervation  is  twofold  :  jh'jl.  That  thole 
who  are  turned  from  idols  may,  with  humble  gratitude,  give 
God  the  glory,  and  cheerfully  truft  in  him  for  perfecting  the 
change  his  grace  hath  begun  ;  and,  fecondly ,  That  they  who 
are  confcious  they  are  {fill  joined  to  idols,  may  immediately,  and 
without  any  circuit,  go  direct]  y  to  the  fountain  of  life,  even  the 
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Father  of  ipirits,  who  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  reconciling  the  world 
onto  himfelf,  and  cry  as  they  can,  for  new  life,  from  him  who 
quickeneth  the  dead,  and  calieth  thofe  things  that  be  not,  as 
though  they  were. 

But  how  doth  God  quicken  the  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins, 
and  feparate  the  finner  from  his  idols  ? 

III.  My  third  obfervation  is  the  anfwer  to  this  queftion.— ■ 
He  doth  it  by  the  difcovery  and  application  of  bis  pardoning 
mercy  and  fan£tifying  grace.  1  join  thefe  together,  becaufe 
they  are  fo  infeparably  connebled  that  neither  of  them  can 
exifi  apart;  u  for  whom  God  jollifies,  them  he  ajfo  fan£hfies*?? 
And  both  of  them  are  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  context,  as 
the  means  by  which  Ephraim  ihould  be  difpofed  and  enabled  to 
fay,  What  have  I  to  do  any  more  with  idols  ? 

The  difcovery  of  pardoning  mercy  is  the  lirft  means  employ¬ 
ed  for  working  this  change*  Fear  is  the  immediate  confequence 
of  guilt,  which  foon  degenerates  into  hatred,  or  that  enmity 
againd  God  which  is  the  diftinguifhing  charafferiOic  of  the 
carnal  mind.  No  fooner  had  Adam  finned,  than  he  became 
afraid  of  his  Maker,  and  prepoderoufiy  endeavoured  to  flee 
from  his  prefence.  This  fear  is  the  natural  inheritance  of  his 
children.  God  appears  as  an  enemy  to  the  guilty  fool  ;  and  fo 
long  as  he  is  viewed  in  that  light,  it  is  impoffible  that  he  can 
foe  the  object  of  its  love.  But  the  report  of  pardoning  mercy 
prefents  him  in  a  light  fo  fuited  to  the  neceffities  of  file  apoftate 
creature,  that  in  proportion  as  it  is  believed,  the  finner  is  en¬ 
couraged  to  look  to  him  with  Lope.  And  when  the  evidence 
of  this  report  is  fo  fully  feen,  as  to  vanquifh  diftruflful  torment¬ 
ing  fear ;  when  that  bleffed  record  gains  entire  credit,  4-4  that 
God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  that  this  life  is  in 
his  Son, whom  he  hath  let  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through 
faith  in  his  blood,  that  without  ftaining  the  honour  of  his  jus¬ 
tice,  a  way  might  be  opened  for  the  free  exercife  of  mercy  to 
the  chief  of  Tinners ;  then  God  becomes  the  objedl  both  of  love 
and  confidence,  and  appears  fo  completely  amiable,  that  in  com- 
parifon  of  him,  thofe  idols  which  the  foul  formerly  defired, 
itripped  of  their  delufive  charms,  are  regarded  with  contempt, 
nay,  renounced  with  abhorrence. 

Now,  if  the  believing  views  of  God’s  pardoning  mercy- 
have  this  effed,  how  powerful  mud  the  experience  of  it  be,  when 
accompanied  as  it  always  is,  *with  his  fan&ifying  grace  ?  When 
the  foul  hath  not  only  feen  but  tailed,  that  the  Lord  is  graci¬ 
ous,  and  that  in  him  the  fatherlefs  findeth  mercy  ; — when  God 
faith,  as  in  verie  4.  66  I  will  heal  their  backfliding,  I  will  love 

I  “  then 


them  freely,  for  mine  anger  is  turned  away  — — efpecialfy 
when,  as  it  follows,  he  becomes  “  as  the  dew  unto  I fra  el  * 
caufing  the  influences  of  his  Spirit  to  defcend  upon  the  foul 
whereby  the  barren  wilder n els  is  turned  into  a  fruitful  field  ;-i 
above  all,  when  the  great  Lord  of  the  vineyard  comes  into  his 
garden  to  eat  his  pleafant  fruits  ;  or,  to  drop  the  aliufion, 
when  the  foul,  walhed,  and  fan&ified,  and  juftifled,  hath  expe¬ 
rienced  the  ineffable  delights  of  fellow  (hip  with  the  Father,  and 
with  the  Son,  through  the  Spirit  j  their  the  vi&ory  ever  the 
world  is  completed,  and  the  perfon  will  be  enabled  to  fay  with¬ 
out  any  refer  ve,  W bat' 'have  1  to  do  any  more  with  idols  .<? 


IV*  My  fourth  and  laft  obfervation  was.  That  thefe  words 
of  Ephraim,  in  their  molt  extenfive  meaning,  will,  and  muff  be 
.adopted,  by  all,  without  exception,  upon  whom  God  hath  been 
pleaied  to  confer  his  pardoning  mercy,  and  his  fanctifying  grace* 
For  thefe  important  blelfmgs  are  not  only  the  means  by  which  the 
firmer  is  feparated  from  idols,  but  they  are  means  which  can 
never  fail  to  produce  the  effect.  This  happy  change  is  not  on. 
Jy  their  natural,  but  their  neceffary  confequence  :  and  there- 
fore,  if  we  be  not  turned  from  idols,  however  juft  and  orthodox 
our  fpecul^tive  opinions  concerning  thefe  points  may  be,  it  is 
certain  that  we  have  not  yet  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious  ; 
for  thus  it  is  written,  Gal.  i.  4.  that  Chrift  “  gave  himfelf 
“  lor  our  fins  according  to  the  will  of  God,”  u  that  he  mio-ht 
64  deliver  us  from  this  prelent  evil  world  and  it  is  mention¬ 
ed  as  the  diftinguifhing  character  and  real  attainment  of  all  his 
redeemed  ones,  Gal.  v.  24.  (i  They  that  are  Chrift;s  jhave 
i(  crucified  the  fielh,  with  the  affections  and  lufts.” 

By  this  time  you  will  have  difeovered  your  concern  in  the 
fubjeflt,  and  the  ufe  you  ought  to  make  of  it.  I  have  fhewn, 
that  man,  in  his  natural  ftate  is  joined  to  idols  ;  that  it  is  God 
alone  who  can  feparate  him  from  them  ;  and  that  he  doth  it  by 
means  of  his  pardoning  mercy  and  fanchfying  grace  Now  it  is 
by  faith  in  the  Redeemer,  that  any  of  the  children  of  Adam 
come  to  be  interefted  in  thefe  great  and  ineftimable  benefits.- 
Here  then  you  are  furnilhed  with  a  plain  decilive  teft,  where¬ 
by  you  may  judge  of  your  Chriftian  profeflion,  and  examine 
yourfelves  whether  you  be  in  the  faith.  If  idols  reign  with 
full  power  in  your  hearts,  the  conclufion  is  unavoidable,  that  as 
yet  yon  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  faviour  ;  you  are  ut¬ 
ter  ftrangers  both  to  pardoning  mercy  and  fan&ifying  grace. 
On  the  other  hand,  though  their  dominion  be  taken  from  them, 
ioyhat  they  cannot  be  laid  to  reign  within  you,  yet  in  whatever 
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decree  their  influence  remains,  you  may  certainly  conclude* 
that  fo  far  your  faith  mu  ft  be  weak  in  proportion.  Qnly  this 
is  your  comfort,  that  he  who  hath  begun  the  good  work,  will 
carry  it  forward  to  perfection  ,  for.  “  he  is  the  rock,  his  work 
is  perleCt,  and  all  his  ways  are  judgment,”  He  who  is  the 
author,  is  like  wife  the  finifher  of  his  people9?  faith.  To  him 
therefore  let  your  humble  prayer  be  addrefied.  Say  to  him  as 
the  difcipies  did,  ■  “  Lord  increafe  bur  faith*”  And  you  may  do 
it  in  the  allured  hope  of  being  heard  ;  for  he  hath  promifed  the 
Spirit  to  them  that  alk  it.  Let  Us  then  afk  and  receive,  that 
our  joy  may  be  full. 


^  .  ,  5  •  ?■  '  *  '  ,-f 

T^.oM’  all  that  hath  been  faid  we  learn,  ,  ,  , 

iji.  How  to  account  for  that  idolatry  which  is  fo  prevalent 
in  the  world.  While  man  remained  innocent,  he  had  free  sccefs 
the  Author  of  his  exigence  :  and  being  aflured  of  his _  friend¬ 
ship,  he  rejoiced  in  the  diiplaysof  his  glory  ;  and  all  the  crea¬ 
tures  he  beheld,  initead  of  intercepting  or  dividing  his  love, 
ferved  only  to  remind  him,  how  much  he  himfelf  was  indebted 
to  the  bounty  of  their  Creator.  But  fin  introduced  a  difrnal 
revolution  into  the  heart  of  maim  Alienated  from  God,  and  con¬ 


scious  of  deferved  punifhment,  we  either  think  not  of  him  at  all, 
or  dread  him  in  the  tremendous  char  after  of  a  judge  and  avenger- 
At  the  fame  time,  we  mu  ft  have  fomething  to  gratify  our  inbred 
defireof  happinefs  ?  and  finding  among  the  creatures  around  us, 
not  only  the  necdiary  materials  for  fupplying  our  bodily  wants, 
but  like  wile  a  variety  of  oh]  eft?  and  enjoymens  foiled  to  the  in  fen 
rior  part  of  oui*  nature,  our  hearts  cleave  to  them,  we  puriue 
them  with  eagerneis,  and  hope  to  extra#  that  plea  lure  from 
the  pofleffion  of  them  which  we  defpair  of  finding  any  where 
eife.  Hence  likewife  we  learn, 

7diy,  That  nothing  can  avail  for  the  cure  of  this  idolatry 
which  doth  not  relieve  from  the  guilt  ot  fin,  and  vanquifh  the 
tormenting  fear,  of  wrath  by  representing  Godin  a  light  where, 
in  we  can  behold  him  wHh  plea  lure  ;  nay,  which  doth  not 
bring  an  objeft  in  view  that  omihines  a  prefent  world,  and 
will  afford  that  kind  of  happinefs  which  is  adapted  to  the  na~ 
♦Lire,  a  fid  commenfurate  to  the  duration  of  an  immortal  Spirit. 
Rea  ion ,  is,  in  alirefpcfts,  unequal  to  the  talk.  L  no  doubt  can 
difcover,  and  may  del  cant  very  plaufibly  upon  the  vanity  of  the 
creature  ;  but,  alas  3  a  hungry  man  will  feed  upon  hulks  ra¬ 
ther  than  ftarve  ;  nay,  rcafon  itfelf  will  juftify.  him  in  doing  fo. 
Something  mult  be  preiented  to  him  of  real  worth  and 
]gnce  ;  fomething  that  can  fupply  all  his  wants  and  render  him 
Voi.  II.  ~  D  contented 
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.ontented  and  happy  independent  of  the  objects  and  enjoyments 
or  lenie.  It  m ufi  like  wife  be  ivmethlng  attainable  ;  and  which 
v^hen  once  obtained,  cannot  be  taken  Irom  him. 

Rnon  the  Whole  ,  then,  we  fee,  in  the  $d  place,  the  import¬ 
ance  and  life  of  faith  in  thrift, - the  faerifice  he  offered 

lays  &  firm  foundation  for  the  hope  of  pardon  to  the  chief  of  fin- 
ners.  There  we  fee  fin  condemned  in  the  flefh,  the  law  infinite¬ 
ly  glorified,  and  the  juftice  of  the  lawgiver  net  only  receiving 
fall  fatisfaflioh,  but  more  illuftrioufly  difplayed,  and  more  high¬ 
ly  exalted  by  the  foiferirigs  of  his  own  Sen  in  our  nature,  than 
it  could  have  been  by  the  final  condemnation  and  everiaftihg 
pumfhment  of  the  whole  apellate  pofterity  of  Adam.  This  hath 
an  obvious  and  powerful  tendency  to  remove  thofe  fears  Which 
neceffarify  fpring  from  a  fenfe  of  guilt  :  for  when  we  difeover  a' 
way  in  which  God  may  righteoufly  pardon  the  Tinner,  then  we 
can  look  up  to  him  with  hope  ;  we  are  no  longer  compelled  tes 
use  from  his  prefence  j  the  revelation  of  mercy  and  forgi vends 
invites  our  approach  to  him,  and  thereby  Weakens  one  of  the 
ftrengeftof  thofe  cords  that  bind  us  to  a  prefect  world  . 
Efpedally  when  to  the  intrinfic  Worth  and  value  of  Thrift’s  ft- 
crifice,  we  add,  that  it  was  offered  up  in  confequence  of  a  divine 
appointment  :  for  i(  Thrift  glorified  not  himfelf  to  be  made  att 
€i  high-prfeft,  but  he  who  find  unto  him.  Thou  art  my  Son 
“  this  day  have  I  begojten  thee.”  This  ftrikes  at  the  very  root 
of  all  diftruft  and  jealoufy.  When  we  are  well  aifured  that 


c  bod  10  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  hh  only  begotten  Son, 
“  that  whofoever  believeth  on  him  might  not  perifh,  but  have 
“  evcrlafting  life  whatftrongsr  evidence  could  the  moil  fuf- 
picious  rfiiVid  require  of  his  merciful  nature,  and  kind  regards 
to  the  children  of  men  ?  Doth  not  this  alionilhing  adfof  grace, 
this  uu [peak able  gift,  unmerited,  and  even  unfolicited,  amount  to 
a  fulj  demonftration  of  what  the  Apolfle  John  repeatedly  after ts, 
vzz.  God  is  love  ?  Gan  any  one  that  believes  this  hefitate 
for  a  moment  to  draw  the  fame  corklufion  from  it  that  Paul 
did,  Rom.  viii.  32.  “  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but 

<(  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  fhall  he  not  with  bin]  alfn 
<t‘  freely  give  us'ail  tilings  ,p”  And  this  leads  me  to  obferve,  that 
Chrifl’s  giving  himfelf  for  our  fins,  according  to  the  will  of 
God,  hath  a  mighty  efficacy  to  feparate  us  from  idols  ;  not  on¬ 
ly  l  y  laying  a  folid  Foundation  of  our  hope  of  pardon,  and  re¬ 
presenting  the  Father  in  fuch  a  light  as  cannot  fail  to  vanquift 
that  fear  and  jealoufy  Vvffiich  render  the  thoughts  of  him  painful 
and  alarming  to  the  finder  ;  but  further,  by  giving  us  the  ani¬ 
mating  proiped,  and  the  fit  I  tel  i  StilurancO,  of  that  incorruptible 
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inheritance,  which  our  great  Redeemer  hath  purchaied  vWith 
his  blood,  and  promifed  to  heftow  upon  us  all  without  exception, 
who,  acknowledging  the  original  forfeiture,  and  the  juhice  of  the 
fentence  which  condemns  them  to  die,  are  willing  to  receive  new 
life  from  his  hand,  and  to  hold  it  by  his  right,  as  a  free  gift  to 
them,  through  the  merit  of  his  obedience  unto  death  in  their 
place®  This  world  as  I  formerly  obfervgd,  vain  and  unsatisfy¬ 
ing  as  it  is,  will  ^kill  appear  of  fonie  importance  to  men,  jo  long 
as  they  are  unacquainted  with  any  thing  better*  It  Jo  this 
that  renders  death  the  fiing  of  terrors  ;  and  they  who  mm  not 
look  with  comfort  beyond  the  grave,  will  not  only  cleave  to  a 
prefent  world,  but  will  even  fubinit  to  tkp  molt  gfievous  nardfliips 
and  inconveniences,  rather  than  co.nfeot  to  the  djflblntion  of 
thefe  earthly  tabernacles  :  <l  bkin  for  fkin,  $1.1  that  a  man  hath 
*i  will  he  give  for  his  life.73  Nothing  can  reconcile  to  a  remov¬ 
al  from  this  world,  but  the  difeoyery  of  another,  where  we  fh$H 
continue  to  live  and  to  partake  of  enjoyments  prexerabie  to  any 
of  thofe  \ve  leave  behind  us®  Now,  for  this  difeovery,  we  are 
wholly  indebted  to  the  -Lord  Jefps  Chrift*— -Life  ana  immorta¬ 
lity  are  brought  to  life  by  his  gofpek  i  his  great  object  darkens 
the  dciufrve  luilre  of  all  feen  things®  What  hath  this  earth  to 
offer  that  can  {land  the  leaf!  comparifon  with  that  fulnefs  of  joy 
which  is  at  God’s  right  hand  ?  Animated  by  this  profpe$,  the 
believing  Hebrews  6i  took  joyfully  the  fpoihng  of  their  goons, 
i(  knowj ng  in  themfelves,  that  in  heaven  they  had  a  better  and 
<6  more  enduring  fubftanced*  They  did  npt  regret  the  Iqfspf 
thofe  perilhing  trifles,  for  which  carnal  men  contend  with  fuch 
eager  and  unremitting  labour  :  they  looked  beyond  ;thern  to 
permanent  a  nd  Jfubftantial  bleffmgs  ;  ;and  rejoicedin  the  hope,  that 
*{  when  the  earthly  houfe  of  this  tabernacle  (hould  be  diffolved, 
li  they  had  a  building  of  God,  an  houfe  not  made  with  bands, 
u  eternal  in  the  heavens®'7  But  I  muff  here  add,  that  all  jiiejedii- 
coveries,  which  have  fo  obvious  a  tendency  to  feparate  us  from 
idols,  derive  their  virtue  and  efficacy  from  that  divine  qpurrt 
which  Chri  ft  pure  he  fed  by  his  bufferings,  and  obedience  unto 
death  ;  whofe  office  it  is,  not  only  to  .throw  light  tipoo  ,t!)$ 
great  truths  revealed  in  the  gpfpel,  grid  to  open  or  unya.il  p.uf 
eyes,  that  we  may  fee  them  m  all  their  ~evkkocf>  huc  Idee  wile 
to  carny  them  home* into  our  hearts  with  inch  demonlirytion 
and  power,  that  they  fpall  become  the  type  or  mould  where- 
ui  that  new  man  is  formed,  which  .after  God  is  created  in  righ- 
teoufriefs  and  true  holinefs.  By  this  divine  agent  we  are  born 
into  the  kingdom  and  family  of  God,  and  are  connected  with 
the  fpiritual  world,  as  really  by  our  natural  birth  we  were  in* 
trodued  into  and  connected  with  this  material  world®  In 
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co hfequencs  whereof,  we  become  fnns"  n -if- ' 

«  ,  ^  ^ctuinc  ions,  not  m  name  nn  v  Kn?’ 

3;)  nature  *  -mr!  oe  Qr  x>  r  r  -  lc  u,ilY?  out 

aS  Of©  xHlJi  PP2I  nnnn  />  ■  *  t  • 

iallv  u  rr  c  ?'  rca.ous,  upon  a  principle  imiver- 

lally  adm.tttd,  «  If  foils,  then  are  we  alfo  heirs  hei-sofGod 

and  J0,nt  heirs  with  Chrift  jefi*  ”  This  powerful  ^enov^on 

pn  h  down  at  once  every  idol  from  the  throne,  ai:d  lays  tVem 

-11  undei  the  feet  of  tne  «  man  in  Chriit  for  every  thimr 

tends  to  the  place  of  its  oricrina!  ^  rpt  :  ■) 
w  r,  ,y  ,  *  n°  original.  1  hey  that  are  after  ?hr- 

fielTi  do  mind  the  thinasof  the  •  n^ArV  ;  -  * 

**  fhpOdrif^ho  *»  *  ?  ,  cnq  neih  ;  and  they  that  are  after 

«  ‘“vfc’  V  -,alngs,  ot  thW«  - •'<  They  have  not  re. 

«,  ■  w'  R  h  ,1Pm.t  ot  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God 

«  ZTfffr  ihJ  [DOrW  \he  y,!W  that  are  freely  riven  them  of 


Wha-faever  ;<■  I  fi  t  o  “  .  Ju  «  '•f’Cl."  J  hey  3re  dead  lo 

the  new  life' t*.  ?eJ  “  th-e!r  Prefent  ftate  °f  ^.fence  ;  and 
«\  God  ”irvfy  haVeK,re1CelVed’  being'“  ^  With  C'hriftin 
ceriah?’v'«Syfar<lena.b  ed,t0  .COnclud*’  with  the  moil  abfoiute 
-  thev  alfo  j®  Wh°  ,Sthe5rIife  ^pear,  then  foail 

«  theyw.^‘  ^  Wit  *  hnJlm  gbry>  and  ever  after  be  with 

“  Iffir  -  to  fbine  out  of 

«  rlU  t  f ’i  7ne  7 v°  a  ,  J0Ur  hearts>  t0  g've  yon  the  light  of 

e.rh  otknT  gt  ,  7  ?'°ry’  b  the  faCeof  K«s  Chrifl,-  that 
each  of  you  may  be  difpofed  and 'enabled  to  fay,  What  havs  1 1, 

th  “ZZrn  ?  A?td  kt  thofe  wh0  haVe  'experienced 

rh6  Pfi  d  rne  8race>  lllew>  by  1 Cheir  foture  conciuri,  that 

they  find  enough  m  their  God  and  Saviour  to  rende^  them 

comp  etc  y  appy  ,  and  that  the  draught  they  have  got  of  the 
Fire  water  of.  tfe  hath  effectually  quenched 'their  thirft  after 
mudoy  pools  of  earthly  enjoyments-  •  >•  .i  >  l 

*?"•  °  ChriftiansJ  ,of e^ry  thing  that  may  fully  your 
proieffion,  or  grieve  the  Spirit,  and  thereby  breed  in  you  a  dif- 
truft  ofyour  perfonal  irttereft  in  God’s  pardoning  mercy  and 
fandhfymg  grace  :  for  it  is  «  by  faith  you  Hand  ?”  and  m  the 
fame  proportion'  that  your  faitli  fails,  idols  will  regain  their  in. 
fluence  m  your  hearts.  '  I  (half  therfore  conclude  with  that  afl 
feaionate  exhortation  of  the  Apoftle  Jude,  “  Ye  beloved. 
„  ^p  yourfielves  on  your  mofl  holy  faith,  praying  in 

„  ,'-h  f^0  y  Ghoft>  jteepyourfelves  in'  the  love  of  God,  ioolung 
foi  the  mercy  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  unto  eteral  life.’’ 
Mme?h  •  . 
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i  John  iu-  B» 

Jor  pwpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  mamfefted,  that  be  might; 

dejl roy  the  works  oj  the  devil « 

■  t .  •»  • 

MONG  the  various  motives  to  the  love  and  pradhcc  of 
univerfal  holinels  with  tvhich  this  facred  epiftle  abounds, 
the  one  I  have  now  read  to  you  doth  certainly  merit  peculiar 
attention;  and  muft  to  every  ingenuous  mind  appear  not  only 
moft  perfuafive,  but  likewife  molt  animating.  I'  orwhot  at 
hath  any  third  for  true  glory,  would  notalpire  to  the  high  ig- 
nitv  of  becoming  a  “  worker-together  with  the  Son  of  God  . 
Or  can  any  man  have  realon  to  entertain  the  lead  coubt  o 
viftory  and  triumph,  who  is  engaged  in  a  caufe  which  the  great 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  hath  undertaken  to  lupport  . 

r.  I  propore  therefore,  in  the  fir  ft  place,  to  offer  a  few  re¬ 
marks  for  eftablilhing  your  faith  of  the  important  doctrine  con- 

tained  in  my  text*  .  •  , 

2.  Secondly,  I  (hall  give  you  fome  account  of  t.ie  principal 

means  by  which  the  Son  of  God  hath  hitherto  conducted  hia  sa¬ 
lutary  undertaking,  and  (hall  finally  deft  roy  the  works  oj  the 
devil.  And  then'direft  you  to  the  practical  improvement  o. 

the  fubjed, 

I.  FirJI ,  then,  that  you  may  fee  the  evidence  by  which ^  tne 
dodrine  here  aiTerted  is  confirmed  and  illullrated,  in  the  ciear- 
eft  and  moft  Satisfying  light,  I  (hall  lay  before  you  the  leveral 
parts  of  it,  in  the  fame  method  and  order  of  time  in  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  hath  placed  them  in  the  facred  Scriptures. 

If  we  look  brick  to  the  Ok!  Tefhment  writings,  we  maL  hnu 
this  dofhine  publilhed  in  paradife  immediately  alter  the  apoftacy 
of  our  (li  ft  parents,  when  Satan’s  ufurped  domination  com¬ 
menced.  Then  it  was,  that  God  faid  unto  the  ferpent,  “  he. 
“  caufe  thou  haft  done  this,  1  will  put  enmity  between  thee 
«•  and  the  woman,  and  between  thy  feed  and  her  (eed  :  It 
«  f]laU  bruife  thy  head,  and  thou  (halt  bruife  his  heel.'™ — 
This  was  an  early  intimation  of  a  Saviour,  who  Jliculd  ucieat 


22 


sermon 


III. 


ium'SLkind?3'1  lhC  §rand  adverfar/>  aad  Prevsnt  thre  total 
1o  pretjgurc  the  manner  in  which  ,  , 

great  deliverance,  it  deferves  pur  Notice  Z  *,  ^ 

;.c«  w„,  „ry  ly  appoinred.  Xhos;;  1"“ 

oTu-ed  unto  the  Lord  the  firftlings  of  fos  fWk  .»  .  *be3 

!  eonfider  that  it  was  not  till  afte§r  the  deCe  that  h  77 
animal-food  was  nermirr^  "u&e  Ulat  l^e  u^e  of 

the  «  coats  of  &£” w£, V  7  77*  ^  d°;ibt>  that 

“  data  and  Evf  mult  have  hf  7  tC  hal* *»**  ^  A- 

fa  orifice  by  his  own  diredbo 7  °fanima,s  oWfred  w 

/ign.iJjcaijj:  emblems  or  types  of  th^-T'73^'  ^bcfe  were 

Cijrili;  wqs  to  make  in  dnp  f*  k  f  freat.  *t0WRe-ac  which 

allufioo  to  which  h-  }.  a„ua  •  X* *r  -.£  9*  hnpfelf  •  m 

v  .wjutn,  ae  is  ttsied,  in  toe  New  Te{tao»en»-  „.~J 

£  ^4  “  the  lamb  of  God” _ fk M  f  }„  y>r' 

the  foundation  of  the  world.”'"  V  ^  Qm  fr°nj 

«»f  £?£  '3*3tisz?£  £$£»&/* 

t',  a  ,  Ui^r~D?  p crjprJ?  of  time;  who,  though  ft 

suteiy  bear  witnpf*  tn  ti  ;n  n  >  *  V  Wy  iep*u 

1r,,L  •  ,  ,  ms  2)lu(trm  perion,  jet  They  no-^Tx^; 

Sefaibl^  rep0rt  the^we  of  W™  i 

-  Zn7"00^Pr;  “  ^otooold  divide  the  iood  yuh  d^ 

ng’  the  king  Whom  God  bath  ffir  *Jng 


“  end  of  fins  ”  or  SJ.-  '  J*  ^nferc/Son,  and  make  .at, 
**  tlon  for  inlo'ihv  1  *ll}&  J-*1  ^ri,  “  and  make  reco^cilia^ 

Accordingly  vhenlle  f!n  ,nr°verI:!ftiri2  righteoufoefs.” 
GWmorU  n;  ’  C?  . ‘e  *uiflefs  of  ft  rye  was  come,  the  Son  of 

7f  c  5  e!,/o  nfe  r&e  world  in  the  declared  charader 
ot  a  bjmopr  and  Redeemer  a  •  ,  ,  ,,  wrsu-W 

to  announce  hU  '■  A  neavenly  herd'd  enjpjoyed 
rr^T-rr^  c  i  *  c>  #QQ  to  sppoi  Dt  k  una  name,  ex- 

&Z  i  :  Wi?  ^ 

pie  fro  rath  eu-fHii”‘%*(T~ri  for  J*e  favs  fair  pro- 
prepare  the  way  before  bim/io  bid  ^ !’PC  ? 

“hand!”  \r^0Z{  dc??ai?  El!£  ^Rg^prn  of  heaven  was  jf 

"  introduce Gi,rift!^^aptifofo!!xJthe  ^  koooac  m 

;;  hi:n  r to  men  pF  that  are;;;«;L,amwrd  ITT 

"  f ke£il  away  the  Cn  of  the  world.”  f  Uod  whlch 

And  no"-  let  us  review  his  r, ^ _ 

fiJS  Pei‘OoaI  condud,  and  trace  him 
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through  the  conrfs  of  his  public  miniffry,  whefk  we  &a!l  behold 
the  moii  linking  proofs  of  the  Apofile’s  afiertion,  that  for  this 
putpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  manifejieif  that  he  might  defray  th* 
works  of  the  devil.  No  fooner  is  he  bapti  fed,  and  confecrated 
his  office  by  the  viilhle  defcentof  the  Holy  Ghoff,  than  he  fuffers 
himfelf  to  be  “  led  by  the  fpirit  intd  the  wildernds,”  and  con- 
tinned  ther^  for  the  fpacg  of  forty  days  “  tempted  of  thd 
“  devil.”  The  c ire um fiances  of  this  eofahat,  and  the  happy  iih 
fue  of  it,  are  recorded  by  three  Evangelifts,  and  are  fo  general* 
]y  known,  that  I  need  not  Fay  to  repeat  them.  This  was  the 
firii  fignal  defeat  of  the  aaverfary  :  in  the  wildernels  was  the 
ferpent’s  head  broken  as  tempter. ,  which  on  Calvary  was  after¬ 
wards  bruifed  as  tormentor* 

Having  thus  vanquished  the  devil  in  fiftgle  fight,  our  Lord  for- 
with invites  men  to  fight  undfcr  his  banner*  He  choofeth  twelve 
apoilks>  whom  he  appoints  to  be  the  (fated  attendants  upon  frs 
perfon,and  the  principal  leaders  of  the  army  under  him.  With 
thefe  he  joins  {eve my  of  fubordinaie  r£nk,  to  whom  hfe  gives 
orders  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  to  exercife  the  power  ot  his 
word  and  fpirit  againft  him-  In  obedience  to  his  command 
and  relying  upon  his  aid,  they  refol'utely  go  forth  two  by  two, 
into  every  city  and  place  whither  he  himfelf  was  to  come  = 
and  after  a  rapid  and  moil  fuceefsfiil  progrefs,  like  young  fb!* 
diers  bullied  with  their  fir  If  profperoes  adventure,  they  retttf  n 
again  with  I 


.b . .-ii  joy,  laying,  “  Ldrd^  even  the  devils  are  fubjtcf  un« 

to  us  through  thv  name.5’ 

Upon  this  the  hotter  part  of  the  war  begins.  The  old  fer- 
pent  puts  forth  all  his  ilrengtft  and  cunning,  raifed  up  enemies 
from  every  quarter,  works  upon  the  pride,  envy,  and  prejudices 
of  the  Jewifh  rulers  and  teachers,  and  by  their  agency  carries 
on  a  mod  furious  perfection  againfl  him.  Yet  ftill  this  great 
Captain  of  oalvation  maintains  his  groiihd,  and  amidil  all  the 
oppofnion  that  is  made  to  him,  lays  the  foundation  of  a  kingdom 
againfl:  which  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  never  be  able  to  prevail  * 
till  at  length,  by  lee  ruing  to  yield,  he  gives  the  ertemy  the  mortal 
blow,  purfues  him  into  his  own  dominions  ;  and  by  a  niy fieri- 
ous  wiUlom,  “  through  d&ath  he  conquers  him  that  had  the 
“  power  of  death,  that  is  the  devil:  And  having  thus  obtained 
a  complete  victory,  he  rifeth  from  the  grave  in  triumph,  af- 
cended  up  on  high,  leading  captivity  captive  ;  where  fealed  on 
the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  he ffiall  continue  in  the  exevcife  of 
government  as  Mediator,  till  all  his  enemies,  be  made  his 
foot  (book 

Thus  you  fee*  that  the  doctrine  of  niy  text  doth  not  lean 

upon 


,1 _ ... 


fa 


4 


S  E  R  M  O  N  in; 


Upon  a  Tingle  teftimony,  but  is  fupporred  by  many  clear  and 
exprefs  declarations  of  holy  writ,  and  beautifully  iiluflrated  by 
the  whole  of  our  Saviour’s  conduct  during  the  time  of  his  abode 
cm  this  earth®  Let  us  then  proceed, 


II.  In  the  fecond,  place,  To  confider  more  particulary  Tome  of 
the  principal  means  by  which  the  Son  of  God  hath  hitherto  con - 
Tufted  his  falutary  undertaking,  and  lhali  finally  dejlroy  thh 
works  of  the  devil* 

ijl,  fie  hath  given  us  the*  tnoft  certain  and  enlarged  difeo- 
Veries  of  every  thing  that  is  necelTary  to  be  known,  believed 
or  done  by  us,  in  order  to  our  prefent  improvement  in  holinefs, 
and  the  perfection  of  our  happinefs  in  a  future  Hate. 

The  devil  is  fly  led  i(  the  god  of  this  world,  who  blindeth  the 
u  minds  of  thole  that  believe  not/’  and  by  keeping  the  light 
from  them  leads  them  captive  at  his  pleafure.  And  Cbnft  de¬ 
livers  them  from  this  thraldom,  by  u  opening  their  eyes,  and 
“  turning  them  from  darknefs  to  light  difpeliing  thole  clouds 
of  ignorance,  error,  and  prejudice,  whereby  Satan  maintains  his 
ufurpation  over  the  hearts  of  men. 

“  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time ;  the  only  begotten 
°  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared 
“  him*”  To  him  we  are  indebted  for  the  fulieft  and  moll 
fa tisfyihg  information  concerning  the  nature  and  perfections  of 
God  Mott  High  ;  the  meaftures  of  his  government,  his  relation 
to  us,  and  the  worfhip  that  is  due  to  him  j  and  that  neither 
guilt  nor  distance  might  dilcoufage  our  approach  to  the  throne 
of  bis  holinels,  Chrift  hath  opened  to  us  in  his  own  blood,  a 
precious  fountain  of  fove reign  virtue,  in  which  the  chief  of  Tin¬ 
ners  may  walh,  and  be  made  clean  ;  and  by  revealing  to  us  the 
myfterious  union  of  the  divine  and  human  nature,  in  his  own 
ptrfon  as  Mediator,  he  hath,  as  it.  were,  thrown  a  bridge  over 
that  bound lefs  infinite  ocean,  which  fe.pa  rates  the  creature  from 
the  in vifible  Godhead  :  lb  that  through  the  man  thrift  Jefus, 
w  ho  is  aifo  God’s  beloved  Son,  we  may  now  addreis  the‘Father 
of  our  ipirits,  without  that  dread  of  a  rep-idfe,  and  fear  of 
offend  in  P'  him,  which  other  w  be  moft  have  overwhelmed  oiir 
minds.  He  hath  given  us  a  law'  which  is  holy,  juft,  and.  good, 
utterly  fubverlive  of  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  and  contrary  to  all 
his  works;  44  teaching  us,  that  denying  ungodiineis,  and 
worldly  lufts,  we  lhould  live  lbberly,  and  righteoufty,  and 
godly,  in  this  prefent  world.”  This  law  he  hath  enforced 
with  the  moft  perfuafive  arguments.  Every  motive  to  obedi¬ 
ence  that  can  either  encourage  cur  hopes,  or  alarm  our  fears,  is 
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let  before  us  in  the  ftrongetl  and  moft  affeding  light.  Hea*  , 
ven  is  unfolded  to  our  view,  and  aHeftrudion  hath  no  covering  c 
And  that  no  incitement  may  be  wanting  to  invigorate  our  op- 
pofition  to  the  devil  ana  his  works,  this  great  Captain  of  falva- 
tion  folemnly  eolifts  us  into  his  army  by  baptifm  ;  and  hath 
appointed  the  other  facrament,  not  merely  to  reprefent  his 
atoning  facrifice,  and  to  remind  us  of  the  price  with  which  we 
were  redeemed,  but  like  wife  to  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  re- 
cognifmg  his  title  to  our  grateful  homage  and  moft  loyal  fub- 
jedion  ;  and  to  be  a  means  of  imparting  to  our  fouls  thofe  fup- 
piies  of  grace,  which  will  enable  us  to  quit  ourfelves  like  men, 
while  we  fight  under  his  banner  againft  the  powers  of  darkae  fs, 
till  the  God  of  peace,  (hall  in  due  time  bruife  Satan  underneath 
our  feet.  Thus  doth  the  Son  of  God  dejiroy  the  works  of  the 
devil ,  by  the  dodrines,  and  laws,  and  ordinances,  he  hath  taught 
us.  To  which  I  add, 

2dly,  The  bright  and  glorious  example  of  his  life. 

It  was  the  juft  reproach  of  the  Jewifh  teachers,  ^hat  *?  they  . 
ct  bound  heavy  burdens,  and  laid  them  upon  other  men’s  fhoul- 
ts  ders,  but  thev  themfelves  would  not  touch  them  with  one  of 

their  fingers. 99  Whereas  the  example  of  our  Lord,  was  of 
equal  perfedion  with  his  laws*  He  lived  as  he  taught ;  and  the 
the  whole  of  his  condud,  from  his  birth  to  his  death,  was  one 
continual  ledure,  of  the  pureft  devotion,  the  fubliineft  morals, 
and  the  moft  extenfive  uiefulnefs.  But  this  opens  a  field  too 
extenfive  to  be  entered  upon.  It  rauft  fuffice  at  prefent  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  principal  .virtues  which  the  peculiar  charader 
and  circumftanccs  of  our  Lord  gave  him  an  opportunity  to 
pradife,  were  obvioufly  adapted  to  counterad  the  deviPs  moft 

favourite  vices. - How  odious,  how  difgraceful,  do  human 

pride  and  vain  glory  appear,  when  fet  in  apportion  to  the  low- 
iinefs  of  Chrift,  who  “though  he  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and 
“  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  yet  made  him- 
“  felf  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  ley- 
u  vant?” — With  what  perfuafive  eloquence  doth  the  contempt 
he  poured  upon  the  riches,  and  honours,  and  pleafures  of  this 
world,  reprove  and  condemn  the  covetoufnefs,  the  ambition, 
and  fenfuality  of  men  l — His  condcfcenfion  to  the  mean,  and 
his  fympathy  with  the  miferable;  his  meeknefs  in  receiving  and, 
forgiving  injuries  ;  and  his  patience  in  induring  the  moft  grievi- 
ous  fufferings,  do  all  ferve  to  expofe  the  deformity  of  thofe  opr 
polite  diftempers  whirh  orive  Satan  io  much  room  in  the  heart 
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the  Son  of  God  in  our  nature  contribute  to  the  fdbverdon  of  the 
kingdom  of  darknefs.  But, 

3 dly,  It  was  by  his  obedience  unto  death  that  our  Lord  did 
mbf!  eminently  dejlroy  the  works  of  the  devil ;  as  we  learn  from 
che  pafFhge  to  which  1  formerly  alluded,  Heb.  n.  14,  “  Through 
“  death  he  dePcroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is 
the ‘devil.”  Accordingly*  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Coloffiaris,  the 
crofs  of  Chriff  is  compared  to  a  triumphal  chariot,  on  which 
having  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,  he  made  a  ihew  of 
them  openly.  I  ihall  therefore  difcourfe  at  greater  length  up¬ 
on  this  head,  and  endeavour  to  iiludrate  the  efficacy  of  Chrifi’s 
death,  in  counteracting  and  defeating  the  malice  of  Satan, 

As  it  advances  the  glory  of  God,  which  he  fought  to  impair  ; 
and,  yT,  As  it  purchafeth  and  Secures  the  falyation  of  men,  in 

ipite  of  all  his  attempts  to  ruin  them. - Thefe  fpBjefls,  which 

are  no  lefs  delightful  than  intprefling,  will  ierve  to  unfold  the. 
meaning  of  that  heavenly  anthem  with  which  angels  celebrated 
che  birth  of  our  Lord  :  “  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and 
“  on  earth  .peace,  good  will  towards  men/' 

„  I.  Firft.  then,  let  us  view  the-  death  of  CHrift  as  a  means  of 
advancing1  the  glory  of  God,  or,  to  fpeak  with  greater  proprie¬ 
ty,  of  difplaying  it  more  fully' to  his  intelligent  creatures. 

Satan,  no  doubt,  triumphed  in  his  victory  oyer  the  heads  of 
our  race.  He  had  feen  v/lth  envy  that  fountain  of  beneficence 
lowing  out  towards  them.,  which  he  knew  was  eternally  fhut 
agathft  himfelf  ;  and  beheld,  with  vexation  and  rage,  the  com  ¬ 
placency  and  delight  of  the  Creator  in  his  new-made  world. 
But  now  tfiat  thc;fatal  trefpafs  was  committed,  lie  would  fond¬ 
ly  conclude,  that  this  bleffed  harmony  between  heaven  and  earth 
was  fo'reyer  at  an  end.  Man,  would  he  think,  is  become  no 
Jefs  guilty  than  I  aim  That  tremendous  juftice/  the  fe  verity  cf 
which  I  feel,  ftands  as  much  in  the  way  of  this  creature^  hap- 
pinefs  as  of  mine-  God  muff  rear  up  another  world  before  he 
cah  make  any  further  difplay  of  his  goodnefs,  for  this  world  if* 
cffettiialfy  put  beyond  the  reich  of  it — Thus  we  may  fuppofe 
him  glorying  in  his  cori^tiefl1,  and  his  fancied  difappointjrient 
of  the  divine  purpofe.  ^ 

But,  behold  \  by’ the  death  of  ChrifL  fhe.fhameful  difap* 
pointmenc  recoiling  upon  himfelf.  He  had  before  feed  good- 
nefs  and  juilice  difplayed  alternately,  each  a  ding  in  the  moll 
perfefl;  manner  upon  their  .proper  objefts  :  but  now  he  lees 
them  niiniXlering  to  each  other's  glory  ;  and  mutually  cerdpiring 
to  take  advantage  of  his  malice, that  both  might  dhine  forth  wit\i 
more  dazzling  fplendour*  He  fees  mercy  tc  the  guilty  (an  ex. 
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ercife, of  goodnefs  which  till  then  he  thought  impoflible)  rejcie- 
incr  an-ainft  judgement,  and  judgement  at  the  fame  time  tnumph- 
mg  in  a  fatisfadipn  of  infinitely  greater  worth  than  the.  whole 
world  ©f  angels  and  men*  He  fees  love  bringing  the  facrifke 
to  fatisfy  jfdtice  ;  and  juftice,  having  nothing  more  to. demand, 
giving  place  to  love  ;  nay3  becoming  bouna  to  fer-ve  the  purpo¬ 
ses  of  love,  in  the  fulvation  of  thole  whom  it  fdrmeriv  fougnt 
deftroy.  This  is  that  rnyfterioiis  object  which  angels  contem¬ 
plate  with  increaiing  wonder*  and  which  devils  mull  Iook  ax. 


with  iharnc  and  confufiion.  The  Son  of  God  buffers  that 
Sinner  may  eicape  $  ahd  thus  mercy  and  trutn,. .  righteoulne.s 
and  peace,  which  are  never  to  rtieet  upon  thole  apellate  -Ip  <r*tc', 
meet  and  embrace  upon  the  croft  of.  C  hr  iff  ;  and  Gotf^pptyvs 
infinitely  juft,  as  well  as  infinitely  gracious,  when,  be 

shofe  who  believe  in  Jefus*  •«  /  * 

In  fhort,  ail  the  attempts  of  Satan  to  impair  or  darken  the 
glory  of  God,  fisrvfe  only  to  furnifh  out  a  theatre  for  the  moio 
illuftrious  difplay  of  it»  He  pulls  down  his  kingdom  with  He* 
own  hands,  and  builds  up  that which  he  meant  to  overturn*  It 
is  impoifible  to  know  with  certainty  what  views  he  had  of  the 
Meffiah  ;  but  it  is  plain,  that  he  thought  his  death  would  bring 
great  advantage  to  himfelfi  He  very  probably  hoped,  that  b} 
this  horrid  deed,  God  would  be  provoked  finally  to  aoaouon  tne 
human  kind*  The  Jews  were  the  only  loose ty  of  true  woidhip- 
pers  upon  earth,  the  people  whom  God  had  chofen  foi  his  .pe¬ 
culiar  inheritance  ;  and  if  their  charter  could  be  broken  by 
their  ungrateful  rejection,  and  barbarous  murder,  of  their  long- 
promifed  King,  then  of  courfe  they  would  fall  to  hisfhaie  ; 
fo  the  whole  world  would  become  his  own,  and  God  haye  .no 
tribute  of  praife  from  men.  But,  O  the  depth  of  the  riche ^ 
both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  Here  again 
tan  is  caught  in  his  own  ftlafe  •  and  by  feeking  to  enlarge  his 
kingdom,  faps  the  foundation  of  it*  Thrift  being  lifted  up.  ou 
the  crofs,  draws  all  men  unto  him.  <.  The  covenant  of  peailiai  T 
ty  doth  indeed  ceafe  ;  but  then  it  is  fucceeded  by  a  better  and 
more  exte olive  ond.  The  wall  of  partition  that  incioLt.  tat 
jews,  and  fepa rated  them  from  .  the  reft  of  the  world,  is  now 
broken  down  ;  and  the  divine  good 0 els,  which  formeily  unn.» 
a  narrow  channel,  now  dilates  it  left,  and  embrace!  n  a  wnme 
world,  men  of  all  kindreds,  nations,  and  languages.  1  h us  haul), 
by  overdoing,  undoes  ids  intereft;  by  gviftptng  at  the  JeV'/f.,  no 
lofeth  his  Heathen  fubjeHs  ;  for  as  Paul  writes  to^  the 

s,  chap.  ii.  13.  14*  “  But  now  in  Thrift  Jeius,  ye  who 
fome  times  v/efe  .far.  off,  1}  (being  aliens  from  toe  common 
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«  e  h:”fae’  “d  fra"gers  from  ‘he  covenants  of  promife': 
are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Chrift.  For  he  is  our  peace 

who  hath  made  both  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the  middle 
wall  of  partition  between  us.”- Now  therefore,”  as  it  fol- 
mws,  ver.  19.  «  ye  are  no  more  Grangers  and  foreigners, 
but  icoow-cmzens  with  the  faints/  and  of  the  houfehold  of 
God',  Chnft>  ^ter  his  re  fur  reft  ion,  fent  forth  his  aooftles 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature.  In  obedience  to  his 
command  they  flew  abroad  like  lightning,  invaded  the  kingdom 
o.  darknefs  on  all  quarters,  and  made  an  amazing  progrefs  in 
their  own  day.  And  we  look  by  faith  for  fliil  more  glorious 
times  when  the  dominion  of  Satan  fl.all  be  utterly  fubverted 
and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  (hall  be  brought  to  the  know.' 
ledge  of  the  only  true  God,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift  whom  he  hath 

nu  V ,T*  tQ  kn°W  ,S  life  eternaI'  Thus  doth  the  death  of 
Chriir  dejiroy  the  "works  of  the  devil,  inasmuch  as  it  difplays  the 

glory  of  all  the  divine  perfections,  and  enlarges  the  kingdom  of 
Ood  among  men,  by  thofe  very  means  which  Satan  employed 
to  fully  the  one,  and  to  diminilh  the  other.  1  * 

2.  The  death  of  Chrift  is  no  lefs  effectual  to  purchafe  than  to 
fecure  the  falvation  of  men, in  fpite  of  all  Satan’s  attempts  to  ru- 
ln  them*  partly  appears  from  what  hath  been  already 

^ H:s  blood  is  the  price  which  redeems  the  foui  !  it 
expiates  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  gives  full  fatisfariion  to  divine  juf. 
tice  :  fo  that  now'  the  grand  obflacle  is  removed,  which  obftruc- 
ted  the  (inner’s  accefs  to  God,  and  excluded  him  from  any  (hare 
in  the  fruits  of  his  beneficence.  But  this  is  not  ail  :  the  death 
of  Chrift  doth  likewife  afford  the  mod  perfuafive  and  effectual 
motives  to  that  holmefs ,  “  without  which  no  man  (hall  fee  God 
and  thus  directly  dejtroys  the,  works  of  the  devil.  Here  we  be¬ 
hold  the  frightful  afped  of  fin.  Heli  itfelf  doth  not  furnifn 
Such. an  awful  reprefentation,  either  of  its  intrinfic  malignity,  or 
its  henious  demerit.  How  deep,  how  black,  mult  that  (tain 
have  been  which  nothing  could  wafh  away  but  the  blood  of 
thrift  ? — How  deadly  'the  difeafe  which  no  other  medicine  could 
cure  ? — How  tremendous  that  juftice,  which  nothing  lels 
could  fatisfy  than  the  death  of  him  who  created  the  world  ?  In 
vain  doth  Satan  tempt  11s  to  prefume ,  if  we  duly  attend  to  this. 
Here  fin  is  made  to  appear  exceeding  finful  ;  and  Chrift  from 
the  crofs  proclaims  God’s  infinite  abhorrence  of  that  accurfed 
thing,  and  his  refolution  to  punish  it,  with  a  louder  and  more 
alarming  voice  than  even  the  howlings  of  the  damned  them- 
felves  can  do. — And  then  what  an  eifedual  remedy  have  we 
here  againft  de/pair  ?  This  is  another  engine  which  the  enemy 
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«f  our  fouls  feldom  fails  to  employ-  When  he  cannot  hold  us 
bound  with  the  cords  of  prefumption,  he  will  next  attempt  to 
plunge  us  into  the  gulph  of  defpair,  and  will  he  ready  to  fay  to 
us  (as  Jofhua  faid  to  the  Jews  with  a  very  different  aim)  “  Ye 
“  cannot  ferve  the  Lord,  for  he  is  a  holy  God.”  Your  fins  are 
fo  multiplied,  and  your  bad  habits  fo  ftrong,  that  it  is  a  vain 
thing  to  think  of  amending  now.  But  the  crofs  of  Chrift  fug- 
oefts  to  the  believer  a  fufhcient  anfwer  to  this  objection*  .  True 
it  is,  can  he  fay,  that  my  fins  have  been  many  and  great  ;  hat 
here  is  blood  that  “  clean feth  from  all  fin.”  My  corrupt  pafli- 
ons  are  indeed  (hong  ;  but  then  my  redeemer  is  <s  mighty  to 
fave-”  He  would  not  purchafe  an  inheritance  for  me  which  I 
eould  not  be  rendered  capable  of  poffelfing.  He  who  died  to 
prepare  a  heaven  for  his  people,  is  certainly  able  to  prepare  his 
people  for  heaven.  He  knows  my  weakneCs,  and  yet  calls  up* 
on  me  to  follow  him  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot,  I  dare  not,  de¬ 
fpair  of  his  help.  I  will  go  forward  in  his  name,  and  he  will 
make  his  grace  fufiicient  for.  me-  Thus  doth  the  death  of  Chrift 
deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  in  as  much  as  it  furniiheth  his 
people  with  the  ftrongeft  arguments  againft  fin,  and  the  moft 
perfuafive  motives  to  faith  and  holy  obedience,  and  hath  moreo¬ 
ver  merited  for  them  that  fupernatural  affiftance,  by  which 
they  are  encouraged  to  attempt ,  nay  (as  the  Apoftie  Paul  allures 
us  from  his  own  experience)  by  which  they  are  adually  ena¬ 
bled  to  do  all  things . - Which  leads  me  to  mention  a 

Fourth  and  principal  mean,  by  which  the  Son  of  God  defiroys 
the  works  of  the  devil ;  namely,  the  divine  efficacy  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  regenerating  the  fouls  of  men,  filling  them  with  light, 
and  love,  and  flrengtn  ;  calling  down  thofe  proud  imaginations 
which  exalt  themfelves  againft  God,  and  bringing  every  thought 
into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of  Chrift.  The  Holy  Spirit  is 
Chrift’s  vicegerent  upon  earth,  fent  forth  by  him  tofupply  his 
place,  and  to  ered  his  throne  in  the  hearts  of  men,  upon  the  ru¬ 
ins  of  Satan’s  kingdom-  This  he  doth,  by  opening  their  under- 
Handings  to  underftand  the  Scriptures,  and  leading  them  to  the 
knowledge  of  all  neceffary  truths ;  by  convincing  them  of  their 
fin  and  mifery,  enlightening  their  minds  in  the  knowledge  o 
Chrift,  and  renewing  their  wilis,  whereby  he  not  only  per- 
fuades,  but  effectually  enables  them  to  embrace  Chrift,  as  he  is 
offered  ;  by  (bedding  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  their  hearts  * 
furnifhing  them  with  ftrength  to  refift  temptations,  to  overcome 
the  world,  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  and  to  truck V  the 
fielh  with  the  affedions  and  lulls. — — Thde  are  forne  of  the  ef- 


feds  which  the  Scriptures  attribute  to  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.  By 
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thefe  the  ftrcmg  man  armed  is  driven  out  of  his  nalare  •  he  is 
,  ■  .  of  his  armour,  and  his  goods  are  fpoiled.  Thus  the 
ioui  is  rdcued  from  ttys  bondage  of  Satan  :  and  the  (inner  is 

of  power  tb  yield  himfielfunto  God,  and 
lo  walk  m  newnefs  of  life. 

5^1=  The  Son  of  Cod  will  finally  defray  the  works  of  the 
tlevz/,  when  he  fhall  come  the  fecond  time  to  judge  the  world  in 
.  righteoulnels.  Then  lhall  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  be  plucked 
Up  by  the  ropts  ;  then  (hall  the  ranfotned  of  the  Lord  be  con- 
firmed  in  a  Hat?  of  unchangeable  purity  and  happinefs.  Satan 
(hah  no  more  vex  and  feduce  them  ;  but  he,  with  all  the  work¬ 
ers  of  iniquity,  ihall  be  thruft  down  into  thole  everlaftinff  burn- 
mgs.  which  the  wrath  of  God,  like  a  ftream  of  brimftone,  doth 
kindle  and  enflame  ;  the  ikoke  whereof  afcendeth  for  ever  and 


ever. 


Thus  have  I  illtilirated  the  dodirine  of  my  text,  and  taken 
notice  of  lome  of  the  principal  means  by  which  the  San  of  God 
hath  hitherto  conduced  the  war  again  it  Satan,  and  fhall  finally 
dejiroy  the  vjorks  of  the  devil :  And  now,  in  the  review  of  ail 
that  hath  been  laid,  let  us,  in  the 

\f  place,  Praife  and  magnify  our  great  Deliverer,  who  came 
into  the  world  upon  fo  merciful  an  errand*  “  O  the  height 
4<  and  depth,  the  breadth  and  the  length;  of  the  love  of  Chrift 
it  tii.ght jufliy  have  been  feared,  that  if  the  Son  of  God  was  to 
vilit  this  earth,  it  would  have  been  tor  a  very  different end^, 
tVen  to  difplay  the  glory  of  divine  juflice,  by  executing,  ven- 
v  gcance  upon  thole  ungrateful  creatures  who  had  rifen  up  in  re- 
bcuiou  againff  the  God  that  made  them.  Hut  behold,  and  won® 
nci  .  he  came  to  lave,  and  not  to  dclfroy  i  44  Por  God  ient 
not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that 
the,  world  through  him  might  be  favedd’  Nay,  he  came  to 
•  deferoy  thofe  .enemies  who  had  vanquifhed  us,  and  to  re  feme  us 
out- of  their  hands*  44  Lord,  what  is  man  that  thou  art  mindful 
him.”  My  brethren,  however  coldly  we  may  think  or  talk 
-of  thefe  matters,  angels,  whom  they  lefs  concern,  contemplate 
“  them  with  ecflacy*  They  Ihouted  for  joy  when  the  world  was 
made  ;  but  they  raife  a  higher  note  to  celebrate  the  redemption 
of  mankind.  And  fhall  men  be  lilent  while  angels  ling  ?  O 
fet  us  contend  with  thofe  blefTed  fpirits  in  the  praife*  of  our  own 
Redeemer  He  is  their  Lord,  but  he  is  our  Saviour.  Let  our 
fouls,  and  all  that  is  within  ns,  be  flirred  up  to  blefs  him  ;  and 
let  us  even  at  this  diflance  begin  that  grateful  triumphant  long, 
“  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  walhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his 
H  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God 

and 
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ft  arid  his  Father,  to  him  be  glory  arid  dominion  for  ever  and 
ic  gvcr.^ 

idly.  This  dcarine  yields  the  flrongefl  confolation  to  every 
fincere  Chriftian.  He  is  engaged  in  a  caufe  that  muft  prevail  ; 
he  follows  a  leader  whom  no  might  can  withftand  ;  he  contends 
with'  a  fubdced  and  vanquiJhed  foe,  who  hath  already  received 
the  mortal  wound,  and  ere  long  iliall  6e  call:  down,  and  ti  ample 
under  his  feet.  Arid  will  not  this  incite  you  with  courage  and 
fortitude  ?  You  fight  under  a  General  whom  Satan  feareth  ; 
and  though  he  ufe'th  every  artifice  to  make  others  unbelieverE> 
vet  he  hjrnfelf  believes  and  trembles.  Remember  the  battles 
and  viabriesof  your  Redeemer  :  corifider  the  virtues  ot  his 
blood,  arid  the  efficacy  of  his  Spirit.  Let  faith  behold  him  in 
his  prefent  exaltation  at  the  Father’s  right  hand,  pleading  you? 
caufe,  and  obferving  your  conduce ;  covering  your  heads,  and 
healing  your  wounds  :  while  he  prepares  for  you  thofe  cf  owns 
of  glory  that  fliall  never  fade  away  :  and  then  cry  out  with  the 
apcftle,  in  Holy  triumph,  6‘  If  God  be  for  us,  whofhaL  be  ag«iriu 

«  us?>%_ _ “  Who  ill  all  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God  r 

(hall  tribulation,  ordiftreis,  dr  perifecution,  01  .famine,  01 

riels,  or  peril,  or  fword '?  Nay,  in  all  thofe  things  we  ^,c 
*<•'  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that  loved  us»’  Be  boio, 
6  Cfiriftfani  !  in  the  caufe  of  rigbteoufnefs.  Let  the  wicked 
blufh  ;  they  have  reafon  to  do  lo  ;  their  work  is  bafe,  aria  thou 
yvziges  deadly  :  but  fnrely  the  chfciples  of  Jeius  have  no  caufe 
to  be  attained,  whether  they  confider  the  nature  of  their  fervice, 
or  the  reward  that  attends.  And  what  a  reproach  is  it,  tna*t 
the  flaves  of  Satan  fhoiSld  aft  more  vigoroufly  for  their  m after, 
than  we  do  for  ours  ?  Their  caufe  is  not  only  bad  in  itfelf,  but 
defperate  too,  as  to  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs  ;  whereas  the  inter-. 
eO  for  which  we  contend,  is  fo  juft  and  honourable,  that  the  ye~ 
ry  attempting  to  fbpport  it  is  glorious  ;  arid  urtlefe  we  were  to 
fuppofe,  that  Omnipotence  may  become  weak,  arid  the  Greater 
be  overmatched  by  the  worktaanfcip  of  his  own  hands,  we  are 
fare  of  victory.  What  then  fliofclfl  we  fear  ?  Be  ftrotlg,  O  be¬ 
lievers  !  arid  of  good  courage  ;  ybu  fight  the  battles  of  tne 
Lord  of  hbils  ,  and  greater  is  he  that  is  with  you,  than  all  that 
can  be  againftyou.  Say  not  that  you  are  the  funs  ot  the  Mo 4- 
Hiirb,  ami  born  from  above,  urilefs  you  can  prove  you:  dekeni* 
by°darine  to  be  holy  in  fpite  of  devils  and  men*-  I  he  'battle 
may  be  hot,  but  it  cannot  I  aft  long-  Death  will  foon  come,  and 
tell  you,  that  your  warfare  is  accomplished  ;  and  angeis,  w  ho 
now  minifter  to  you  with  joy,  will  chrry  you  home  in  tiiumph 
to  your  Father's  houfe  ;  and  the  Redeemer,  by  vvhoie  iuooa. 
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and  Spirit  you  overcome,  will  put  the  crown  upon  your  head; 
and  “  grant  unto  you  to  fit  with  him  in  his  throne,  even  as  he 
alio  OYercame,  and  is  fc t  down  with  the  Father  in  his 
5*  throne.' ?> 

3 dtyi  fhe  {lability  of  the  gofpel- church  is  a  neceffary  confe- 
quence  of  the  doflrine  in  my  text*  2Lion?s  King  {hall  have  s . 
leed  to  ferve  him  as  long  as  fun  and  moon  endure*  The  church 
he  hath  port  ha  fed  with  his  blood  is  built  upon  a  rock,  againfl 
which  the  gates  of  hell  fhail  never  prevail.-  The  heathen  may 
rage,  and  the  people  imagine  vain  things  ;  the  kings  of  the  earth 
may  fet  themfelves,  and  the  rulers  take  counfel  together,  a- 
gainfl  the  Lord,  and  againfl  his  A  no  in  ted,  faying,  Let  us  break 
their  bandsafunder,  and  call  away  their  cords  from  us  :  But 
he  that  (itteth  in  the  heavens  (hall  laugh  ;  the  Lord  (hall  have 
them  in  dermon  ;  and  at  length  he  fhail  fpeak  unto  them  in  his 
wrath,  and  vex  them  in  his  lore  dilpieafure*  The  proudeflof 
his  enemies  (li all  lick  the  dull,  when  he  arifeth  to  plead  the 
caufe  that  is  his  own  :  and  therefore  his  people  may  well  re¬ 
joice  under  the  heavieft  preffure  of  affliction,  and  look  by  faith 
through  the  darkeft  cloud,  to  the  complete  redemption  of  Ifraei 
from  alibis  troubles-  I- or  Jerusalem  (hall  be  a  burthenlome 
“  ftone  for  all  people  :  all  that  burthen  themfelves  with  it 
**  fhail  be  cut  in  pieces,  though  ail  the  people  of  the  earth 
fhould  be  gathered  together  againk  irk1 
Athly,  This  important  fubjtcl  fuggefts  a  variety  of  ufeful  in- 
firuCUons  to  all  who  bear  office  in  the  church  of  Chrift  : — and 
more  efpecially  to  thofe  who  labour  in  word,  and  do&rtne 
To  us  is  committed  the  ininiftry  of  reconciliation,  that  by  the 
manifeffation  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jeius,  the  eyes  of  fihners 
may  be  opened,  and  they  turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God-  We  arc  commanded  “  to 
preach  the  word,  to  be  initant  in  feafon,  and  out  of  feafon, 
to  reprove,  rebuke,  and  exhort,  with  all  long- buffering  and 
dodrine*7>-~ft  In  meek  Refs  inftru&ing  thofe  that  oppofe 
41  themfelves  ;  if  God  peradventure  will  give  them  repentance 
64  to  the  acknowledging  the  truth  ;  and  that  they  may  recover 
“  themfelves  out  of  the  fnare  of  the  devil,  who  are  taken  cap*. 
4<  live  by  him  at  his  will.5’ 

This,  my  fathers  and  brethren,  is  the  great  aim  of  the  fa¬ 
ired  office  we  bear  ;  to  which,  not  our  public  rami  lira  t  ions  on¬ 
ly,  but  every  part  of  our  conduct,  ought  to  be  fubfervienc* - 

Let  us  keep  this  aim  continually  in  our  eye,  as  a  lamp  to  our 
feet,  and  a  light  onto  cur  path  ;  and,  in  particular,  let  us  place 

it 

*  Preached  at  the  opening  of  the  General  Aflhmbly  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
In  1772. 
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it  full  in  our  view  when  we  are  alfembled  together  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord,  to  deliberate  and  judge  in  matters  which  belong 
to  his  fpiritual  kingdom  ;  remembering,  that  as  all  our  au¬ 
thority  is  derived  from  him,  fo  the  exercife  of  that  authority 
can  be  no  further  valid,  than  as  it  is  regulated  by  his  will,  and 
fubordinated  to  the  purpofefor  which  the  of  Son  God  "was  manifefi « 
ed  ;  and  confequently,  that  every  ad  and  decifion  of  an  oppofite 
tendency,  lhall  be  finally  difowned  and  reprobated  by  hun 
who  came  to  dejltoy  the  wor&s  of  the  devil*  Arnett® 


Viol.-  II 
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Only  let  your  converfation  he  as  itlecomeththe  gofpelof  ChriJ, 


'T'G  .  iv  •  •  i  1  r  r  V  >  ^  auuiuitu  lO  US9 

ne  qualifying  particle  only,  with  which  the  Apoitle  in- 
troduces  the  exhortation,  plainly  denotes,  that,  in  his  own  judgi 
ment  the  demand  he  made  was  no  lefs  moderate  than  it  was 
-'U.U  :a0nZ  let  y°ur  convcrfation  he  as  it  be  comet  b  the  go  foe  l  of 
’ift-  This  i?  all  I  require  ;  and  you  cannot  with  decency 

alk,  nor  m  reafon  hope,  that  lefs  Ihould  be  accepted.  To  this 

conclufion  he  was  naturally  led  by  the  charader  and  circumftan- 
ces  of  thofe  to  whom  he  wrote.  Hisepidie  was  infcribed,  not  to 
unbelieving  Jews  or  Gentiles,  but  to  faints  in  Chrijl  Jefus  to 
men  who  had  been  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  as  we  learn 
Jrorn  the  foregoing  part  of  the  chapter.  And  it  is  material  to 
oblerve,  that  as  chriftianity  had  been  treated  with  peculiar  in- 
dignity  at  Philippi,  where  Paul  and  his  companion  Silas  were, 
oy  order  of  the  magiftrates,  publicly  fcourged  and  cad  into  pril 
mn  therefore  the  profeffion  of  the  gofpel,  in  fuch  a  place,  was 
juitly  entitled  to  the  mod  favourable  condrudion  :  for  nothing 
Jefs  than  a  deep  convidion  of  its  truth  and  excellence,  could  be 
fuppofed  to  have  induced  any  inhabitant  of  that  city  to  profefs 
a  rfdigion  that  inevitably  expofed  him  to  thofe  contemptuous,  as 
•.veil  as  painful  iulferings,  which  a  generous  and  feeling  mind 

U)An!  A  ^4.1-  .......  iT.  •  n  •;!  .  f  ^ 


ing  dikouragements  ;  and  therefore,  as  there  can  be  no  room  :o 
call  in  quefiion  either  your  belief  of  its  do&rines,  or  your  re- 
gard  to  its  laws,  1  may,  without  prefurnptiors,  hope  to  obtain 
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uniform  part,  by  fuiting  your  converfation  to  the  religion  you 
have  thofen,  and  have  the  fortitude  to  avow. 

It  is  true,  and  it  ought  to  be  gratefully  acknowledged,  that 
pur  prefent  fuuntion  in  thefe  lands  is  very  different  from  that 
of  the  ancient  Philippians.  'Chriftianity,  as  reformed  from  the 
corruptions  of  Popery,  is  the  eftabliihed  religion  of  our  coun¬ 
try  :  fo  that  if  a  man  believe  the  gofpel  ©fChrift,  he  may,  with, 
the  moft  perfect  fafety  to  his  perfon  and  property,  make  as  pub¬ 
lic  a  confefiion  of  his  faith  as  he  inclines.  But  it  is  equally  true, 
that  no  man  is  compelled  by  the  terrors  of  perfecution  to  pro¬ 
fefs  Chriftianity,  if  he  do  not  believe  it  ;  nay,  the  profeffion  of 
incredulity  itfelf,  if  it  break  not  forth  into  blafphemy,  aggra¬ 
vated  by  fedition,  doth  not  always  prove  an  Infurinouritable 
bar  in  the  way  to  any  office  civil  or  military,  which  the  per¬ 
form  is  otherwife  qualified  to  fill,  or  hath  interelf  to  obtain  : — 
and  therefore,  though  the  mere  profeffion  of  chriffianity  be  not 
attended  with  any  temporal  inconveniences,  yet  as  the  want  of 
fuch  profeffion,  doth  not  exclude  a  man  from  any  temporal  ad¬ 
vantages,  and  as  neither  the  profeffien  nor  pra&ife  of  Chriftia¬ 
nity  can  be  faid,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  to  help  any 
man  forward  in  the  line  of  worldly  promotion  ;  hence  it  fol¬ 
lows,  that  every  baptifed  perfon  who  hath  not  openly  renounc¬ 
ed  “  the  Lord  that  bought  him,??  but  {till  retains  the  name  of 
Cbrijlian »  and  would  complain  of  abufe  and  injury  if  his 
title  to  that  appellation  were  either  denied  or  called  in  queftion, 
muft  be  confidered  as  a&ing  from  the  freeft  choice  in  the  orofef- 
fijon  he  makes  ;  and  can  have  no  reafon  to  be  flar-tled,  far  lefs 
to  be  offended.,  wh^n  we  addrefs  him  in  the  words  of  this  holy 
Apoftle,  Let  jour  converfation  be  as  it  becometh  the  gofpel  of 

Qhrifl •- - —“Should  it  be  otherwife  with  any  of  ds,  the  confe- 

quences  are  obvious  ;  and  bpon  every  fnppofition  we  can  make, 
rhuft  prove  equally  fatal  to  our  peace  and  to  our  honour. 

If  we  believe  not  the  gofpel,  why  do  we  profefs  it  ? 


To  lie  in  any  cafe  is  fhameful,  how  great  foever  the  temptation 
may  be  ;  but  to  lie  deliberately  without  any  temptation  at  all, 
which,  as  I  juft  now  ohferved,  is  the  prefent  cafe,  nay,  to  per¬ 
il  11  in  that  lie  from  day  to  day,  when  telling  the  truth  could 
not  hurt  nor  endanger  any  fecular  intereft  what  foever,  is  a 
bafenefs  the  moft  fuperfluous,  and  confequently  the  ruoft  con.* 
temptible,  that  can  poflibiy  be  imagined. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  truly  believe  what  we  profefs,  what 
an  odious  as  well  as  difgraceful  appearance  muft  we  make,  when 
our  converfation  is  inch  as  doth  not  become  the  gofpel  of  Chrijl  l 
By  holding  the  truth  in  unrighteoufnefs,”  and  counteracting  the 

F  2  dilates 
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diaates  of  relig.cn,  and  the  con  vision  of  our  own  minds,  we 
expofe  onrfeives  to  the  Wires  of  that  felf-reproach  which  will 

Sratih'inV,nOCCfPyoVer>  1],c,d  ,nterval  betwixt  the  tumultuous 
g  tihcations  or  paflion  and  appetite  ;  while  at  the  fame  time* 

dfv  tA,rg  Pr0ie^s  ^atgofpel  we  counteract  it,  we  every 
daj  pubhfli  oyr  ihame  and  milery  to  the  world  around  us,  and 

all  l'^V°nft^>  that  WC  afe  guilty  and  Pelf-condemned  before 
S«  &  ,If  ?  l°PPfMUnity  °f  obferving  oar  conduct. 

that  ran.  *  f  U  -ie<^  my  text  is  one  of  the  molt  important 

mand  of  thePA  y  T  ***?**>  aS  0Ur  Prafticai  regard  to  this  del 
mand  of  the  Apoftle  lsabfolutely  neceflary  topreferve  the  near* 

Sblchn2?  t>°Ur  T  heanS’and  t0  4l-t  tha?  ctrK 

difcern  ILT  *  pr°^,gate  reverenfe-  and  which  all  who  can 
real  fyeauty  anti  excellence  will  covet  to  DoiPfs  -  I 

■ '  of  an  upright  man .  * 

tlavmg  thus  prepared  the  way,  by  ihowinjr  th?t  fl,»  f™. 

wfth^rTa' fuftice  PTari'y  .addrefred  t0  the  Philippians^  may. 
Proceed  "  Propnety  be  extended  to  us,  let  us  now 

ro  whkh  our'conf6’  WUh  attention  aad  «ndour,  the  flandard 
Which  our  conformity  is  enjoined  ;  or,  in  other  words  l,.r 

rhaTHhe  wh  T*  °f  CiHJt  l°  which  W  convention 

ward  temtr^f  "t  °Ur  CXternal  conduft>  *  expreffing  the  in. 
rd  temper  of  our  hearts,  ought  to  he  fuited. 

Chrift  °th^  t1:6  rVur!0US  Particu!ars  deluded  in  the  gofpe]  of 

%  m  »  *•  “» 

jr  V?  tje£frmts  we  are  taught  to  believe  ;  and 
*•  the  tqivs  we  are  commanded  to  obey. 

we  fhall  difcoverP  w'!hU,ai  V  ^'i  exsmine  :,Part  >  fro m  whence 
-e  man  dticovei ,  with  eafe  and  certainty,  what  manner  ,f 

Cmverfattm  It  is  that  may  be  faid  to  become  the gofpei  of  Chrijt, 

we^re  LuahtTo  h'f  **  Qf™,s  of  ,he  gofpel,  or  the  truths 

culiat  tS  M7e‘  r And  W,thout  lending  to  the  pe- 
cului  tenets,  or  modes  ci  exprdlion,  by  which  Chri/lians  ^ 

Oonfinemmnftl0nh7e  cho^n  10  difli.ngufch  them  (elves,  I  (hall 
b“f22eT  J  j°‘h*fe  "Pbal  points,  in  which  the  fo. 
to  agree.  ^  °*  a,moft  evei7  denomination,  will  he  found 

«  lktionthtlffl4lrid,y,f0  GaHed’  °r  that  “  wojd  of  reconci- 
prc&T  in  4  m  ^ r  re°f  Ule  Apollie  hath  elfewhereex. 

L  C  /U  r4®'  fot fence,  to  wit,  “  that  God  was  in 
Chrtfireconahng  the  world  umo  himfelf,  not  imputing  their 

trcfpafo  mto  them/’  necfffarijj  fcppofts,  that  roan  k  in  a  date 

of 
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of  diftance  and  alienation  from  God,  liable  to  puni  foment  in 
coufequence  of  his  apoftafy  ;  and  fo  perverted,  and  enfeebled, 
that  he  hath  neither  the  dilpofition  nor  the  ability  to  do  any 
thing  that  can  be  effe&ual  for  his  own  recovery. 

It  informs  us  that  “  God  who  fpared  not  the  angels  that 
a  finned,  but  hath  referved  them  in  everlafting  chains  under 
«  darknefs  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,”  fo  pitied  the  hu¬ 
man  race,  44  that  he  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world, 
“"not  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  through  him 
“  might  he  faved.”  The  nature  and  dignity  o\  this  great  De¬ 
liverer,  are  thus  defcribedby  an  infpired  Apoftle.  14  In  the  be- 
u  ginning  was  the  Word,  and  the  Word  was  with  God,  and  the 
«  Word  was  God.  All  things  were  made  by  him  ;  and  with- 
“  out  him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made.”— — This 
“  Word,”  adds  he,  44  was  made  fiefh,  and  dwelt”  or  taber- 
nacled  44  among  men.”  44  He  who  was  in  the  form  of  God, 
“  and  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God,  made 
“  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fer« 
vant,  and  was  made  in  the  likenefs  of  men  :  and  being  found 
«  in  fafhion  as  a  man,  he  humbled  himfelf,  and  became  obedi- 

“  ent  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  thecrofs.” - - — This  death 

is  uniformly  reprefented  by  all  the  New  Teftament  writers  as 
an  atoning  facrifice  for  the  fins  of  men-  Hence  Chrift  is  Hy  led 
“  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh  away  the  (in  of  the  world/* 
He  is  faid,  to  44  have  borne  our  fms  in  his  own  body  on  the 
“  tree,”  and  to  44  have  made  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crois 
to  have  been  44  made  fin  for  us  who  knew  no  fin,  that  we 
“  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  and  “  to 
“  have  fullered  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might  bring  us 
«  to  God.”  The  Apoftle  John  calls  him  “  the  propitiation  for 
“  our  tins  and  the  author  of  this  epiftle,  in  another  letter 
addreffed  to  the  Chriftians  at  Rome  (the  principal  aim  whereof 
was  to  explain  and  vindicate  this  important  do&rine)  exprefsly 
fays,  that  “  we  are  jufiified  freely  by  the  grace  of  God  through, 
(i  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chi  ill  Jefus,  whom  God  hath  let 
H  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  bloody  to  de~ 
“  dare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fin  ;  that  he  may 
•<  be  juft,  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believcth  in  Jefus.” 

The  gofpel  doth  every  where  prelent  him  to  our  view,  as  a 
powerful,  a  fuitabky  yea,  a  neceffary  Saviour  ;  lb  neceffary  y 
that  “  there  is  not  falvation  in  any  other  ■ — fo  powerful \ 
that  “  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  utterinoft  all  that  come  unto 
14  God  by  him  and  fo  fuited  to  the  circumftances  of  fallen 

creatures,  that  they  who  are  funk  into  the  molt  deplorable 
ftate  of  ignorance,  guilt,  pollution,  and  fervitude  ,  are  render¬ 
ed 
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fd  .  complete  in  him. who  of  God  is  made  unto  them 
™‘dorn’  and  nghteoufnefs,  audfanefification:  and  redemption.” 

cottar  -  arf  t  • ' '  ru"ghn  that>'*  Shrift,  or  a  cordial  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  him,  in  the  full  extent  of  his  charter  as  Media. 

,.r’  *?.  appointed  means  whereby  we  become  interefted  in 

this  ad-iuflicient  Saviour-  For  “  this  is  the  command  of  God, 

that  we  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.” - 1 

1<".t  ,fat  oeiieveth  on the  Son  hath  everlafting  life  ;  he  that 

ei  d  7G  *1°^  f^lc  ^on?  hiall  not  tee  life,  but  the  wrath  of 

*  G'jd  endttb  on  him.”  Which  kit  tfxpreffion  plainly  implies 
t  aw  ti\t  inner  L  pievionlly  under  a  fentence  of  condemnation  ; 
?n,-  1",  y  * eje cling  the  ofiered  random,  the  lenience  remains 
m  .ulUorce,  and  his  former  guilt  becomes  (fill  more  aggravated 
by  hts  ingratitude  and  obftinacy:  whereas  upon  our  believing 
m  Ciirnt  Jefus,  we  forthwith  obtain  the  remillion  of  fins  ;  for 

•  /i-  rf  j1,00 °'  Jeals  Clean^th  frprti  all  fin.”  And  being  thus 
jufh  ed  by  faith, ‘‘  we  have  peace  with  Gqcl  through  our  Lord 
‘  deius  Lhmt  .  '  nay,  \ye  are  adopted  into  the  family  of  God: 
qv  to  ao  mam  as  receive  Chrift,  to  them  gives  he  power  t® 

become  the^  Sons  of  Godb  even  to  them  that  believe  on  hip 
name-  Gaither  is  this  a  mere  honorary  title;  but  they  oa 
whom  it  is  corbelled  are  actually  enriched  with  all  the  privileges 
the  title  imports  :  together  with  the  dignity ,  they  receive,  the 
nut  in  c  Ci  children.  I  hey  ate  regenerated  by  grace  ;  the  Spi- 
m  j-  gi^cn  them,  both  a§  a  lanbhfier  and  a  comforter.  to  heal 
their  difeafes,  and  to  make  them  “  partakers  of  the  divine 
‘  nature  — <<  to  ihecl  abroad  the  Ipve  of  God  in  their 
**  hearts  ;  and  to  bring  them  witlifilial  boldoefs  to  the  throne 
or  Li  ace,  where  they  fhail  obtain  mercy,  andiind grace  to  help 
them  m  every  time  of  need,  till  the  divine  life,  which  is  begun 
on  earth,  Ilian  attain  its  full  perfection  in  the  kingdom  of  hea¬ 
ven,  that  undefiled  and  permanent  u  inheritance,  which  is  re- 
*•  ferved  for  all  thofe  who,  being  borne  of  God,  are  kept  by 
his  power  through  faith  unto  falvation.v 
Once  more,  the  gdpel  informs  us,  that  this  Jefus,  “  who 
died  for  our  hns,  ;  ofc  again  for  our  j  unification  hereby 
giving  the  moil  authentic  evidence  that  he  had  finilhed  his 
great  undertaking,  and  was  accepted,  by  the  Father  in  all  that 
he  taught,  and  adted,  and  differed  upon  earth  ;  <4  that  he  aff 
“  c ended  up  on  high,”  as  a  triumphant  cpnqttei  or,  “  leading 
4‘  captivity  captive;”  where  being  cpnftituted  head  over  ail 
things  for  the  church,  he  now  fits  enthroned  at  the  right  hand 
of  God,  horn  hence  he  (hail  once  more  defeend  to  tins  earth, 
not  in  the  foirn  of  a  fervant,  but  clothed  with .  Majefty,  and 

attended 


4  ( 


S  E  R  M  '  O  N  IV. 


39 


attended  by  all  the  holy  angels,  to  gather  together  his  elect, 
in  whom  heihaH  be  glorified  ;  while  at  the  fame  time*  as  an 
awful  and  righteous  Judge,  he  (hall  “  take  vengeance  on  them 
“  hat  know  not  Gcch  and  obeyed  not  his  gofpel  ;  who  (hall  be 
u  punifhed  with  everlafting  definition  from  the  pre  fence  of  the 
“  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power.” 

All  who  are  acquainted  with  tfie  Scriptures  mull  he  fenfible, 
that  in  delivering  this  luminary  c£  chriftian  do&rine,  I  have 
done  little  more  than  repeated  the  words  of  the  New  Tefta- 
roent  writers  as  they  are  tranflated  into  our  language  ;  and 
therefore  I  may  take  it  for  granted,  that  thofe  capital  articles,  to 
which  many  others  might  have  been  added,  vviil  readily  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  belong  to  the  gofpel  of  Chrift. 

It  remains,  then,  to  be  inquired,  What  influence  the  faith 
of  thefe  interefting  truths  ought  in  reaion  to  have  upon  our 
temper  and  pra&ice  ?  or,  in  other  words,  what  manner  of  con- 
verfation  isfuited  to  fuch  belief  ? 

That  we  may  be  qualified  to  judge  with  greater  impartiality, 
let  us  at  prefen t  endeavour  to  forget,  if  poilible,  our  perfonai 
concern  in  the  queffion  :  and  having  fuppofed,  that  we  had 
received  information  of  other  creatures  in  a  ftate  of  apoftafy 
from  God,  who  were  favoured  with  a  revelation  of  the  fame- 
important  trurhs  which  we  have  found  to  be  contained  in  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift,  let  each  of  us  inquire  at  his  own  heart,  what 
effects  the  firm  belief  of  thefe  truths  might  be  expected  to  pro* 
duce  in  their  temper  and  practice  ? 

Would  we  not  conclude  without  hefi ration,  that  a  difeovery 
of  the  awful  forfeiture  they  had  incurred,  would  aflliffc  their 
fouls  in  the  moll  fenfible  manner;  and  fo  poifefs  them  with  , 
grief  and  fhame,  and  the  fearful  apprehensions  of  deferved  pu^ 
nilhment,  that  all  the  enjoyments  of  a  fnort  precarious  life  wQuici 
lofe  their  relifli,  till  they  certainly  knew  that  there  was  a  poifi- 
bility  at  leaft  of  obtaining  the  pardon  of  their  (ins,  and  of  re¬ 
gaining  the  friendship  of  their  offended  Sovereign  ?  Would  it  not  • 
occur  to  us  a  probable,  or  rather  a  necefikry,eonfequence>  of  this 
inward  diftrefs,  that  upon  hearing  the  rernoteil  intimation  of  a 
fcheme  for  their  recovery,  they  would  anxiously  inquire  into  the 
foundation  of  fuch  report  ;  and  when  they  di (covered  the  truth  of 
it,  that  they  would  welcome  the  offered  mercy  with  humble 
gratitude, and  throw  theinfelves  at  the  feet  ofthat  generousfnend 
who  had  interpofed  for  their  relief;  refigning  themfelves,  with¬ 
out  referve,to  his  difpofal  and  government,  in  that  very  manner 
which  isdeferibed  a^d  enjoined  by  the  gofpel  of  Chrilt  ? 

Again, 
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Again,  let  me  afk,  What  do  you  think  would  be  the  natu¬ 
ral  efte&s  of  pardon  obtained,  and  peace  reftored  to  their  trou- 
bled  minds,  upon  that  cordial  acceptance  of  the  remedy  provid¬ 
ed  ior  them  which  I  have  juft  now  fuppofed  ?  Could  any  of  us 
doubt,  that  their  hearts  would  be  filled  with  the  fincereft  joy* 
and  that  out  of  the  abundance  of  their  hearts  their  lips  would 
Ihew  forth  the  praifes  of  their  deliverer,  and  utter  the  voice  of 
gratitude  and  iove  in  fuch  language  as  this  ;  “  Blefs  the  Lord, 
“  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  blefs  his  holy  name® 
u  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  ; 
**  who  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities,  who  healeth  all  thy  dif- 
(i  eafes,  who  hath  redeemed  thy  life  from  deftrudtion,  and 
*(  crowned  thee  with  loving-kind nefs  ;  and  with  tender  mer- 
u  cies,”- - “  Return  unto  thy  reft,  O  my  foul,  for  the  Lord 

hath  dealt  bountifully  svith  thee>” 

But  here  likiwife  I  muft  afk,  Do  you  not  think  that  this  joy 
of  theirs  would  be  of  a  nature  fo  pure  and  delicate,  as  to  dif- 
dain  any  alliance  with  carnal  mirth  and  levity  ?  Would  it  not 
be  that  kind  of  jov  which  a  condemned  crimmal  may  be  luppof- 
ed  to  feel  upon  receiving  the  gracious  pardon  of  his  fovereign  | 
who,  while  he  taftes  all  the  fweetnefs  of  his  prince’s  clemency,, 
and  exults  in  toe  afihrance  of  prefent  fafety,  yet  cannot  help 
Shuddering  when  he  looks  back  to  the  dungeon  wh^re  he  lay 
rmprifoned,  and  recollefts  the  danger  he  hath  happily  efcaped  * 

Surely  all  who  have  obtained  mercy,  will  perceive  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  propriety  of  that  advice,  “  Serve  the  Lord  with 
**  fear,  and  rejo  ce  with  trembling.”  None  indeed  have  fuch 
fEtion-al  grounds  of  joy  ;  and  they  give  an  unfair  reprefen  tation. 
of  the  privileges  that  belong  to  the  Tons  of  God,  who  walk  in 
heavinefs,  and  wea<  a  dejected  melancholy  afpedl.  But  ftill  the 
theerfulnefs  o  thole  who  have  palled  from  death  to  life,  will, 
ana  ought  to  have  an  air  of  cpmpofure  and  folemnity,  that  will 
eafily  diftinguilh  it  from  the  loofe  intemperate  mirth  of  the  fen- 
fuaJift,  which  fprings  from  no  higher  fource  than  the  gratificati¬ 
on  of  thole  appetites  lie  hath  in  common  with  the  beads  that 
ptnfh,  or  the  increafe  of  h  s  cor*  and  wir  e,  and  oil.  Befides^ 
the  profped:  of  a  future  judgement,  which  1  mentioned  as  one 
©f  the  great  objects  of  belief,  coul  1  not  fail  to  overawe  their 
tninds,  and  to  keep  them  in  a  fober  and  fenous  frame,  rende  ing 
them  no  lefs  attentive  to  their  thoughts  than  to  their  words 
and  actions  $  and  con ftantly  difpoflng  them  “  to  walk  circura- 
u  fpe<ft!y,  not  as  fools,  but  as  wife  to  Hum  the  doubtful  as 
well  as  the  forbidden  ground,  “  abftaining  even  from  the  ap- 
•'  pearaace  of  evil.”  While  at  i he  fame  time,  the  animating 
*  hope 
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hope  of  a  glorious  immortality  would  render  them  cool  and  in¬ 
different  to  all  the  enjoyments  of  a  prefer)  t  world  ,  Support  them 
under  every  thing  that  is  painful  and  afRi&ing  ;  and  powerfully 
incite  them  to  run  with  patience  the  race  fet  before  them,  till 
in  due  time  they  fhou Id  obtain  the  end  of  their  faith,  even  the 
complete  and  everlafting  falvation  of  their  fouls. 

Such,  we  micrht  well  conclude,  would  be  the  influence  of 
Christian  faith  upon  the  habitual  frame  and  temper  of  their 
hearts* 


But  as  my  text  fpeaks  of  a  convetfation  becoming  the  gofpel 
of  Chrift,  let  us  inquire  more  particularly  into  thole  vijiblc  ef. 
fefis  which  the  truths  I  formerly  mentioned  might  naturally  be 
iuppoied  to  produce  in  the  conduct  of  thole  who  fincerely  believ¬ 
ed  them  ;  fir  ft  9  with  rcfpeft  to  God  ;  and,  fccondly ,  with  re- 
o-ard  to  their  fellow-men. 

Fir  ft,  With  refped  to  God  ; — We  fliould  hardly  be  able  to 
doubt,  that  creatures  redeemed  from  mifery,  dignified  with  fuch 
honours,  and  inriched  with  fuch  privileges,  would  be  fond  of 
expreffing  their  gratitude  in  the  mod:  public  and  fignificant  mai*- 
ner,  and  embrace  every  opportunity  of  celebrating  the  praifesof 
their  ore  at  Deliverer.  We  fcould  certainly  take  it  for  granted, 
tint  if  any  day  was  fet  apart  for  his  more  immediate  woriliip  and 
fervice  they  would  long  for  the  return  of  that  precious  feafon, 
and  “  wait  for  it  more  than  they  that  watch  for  the  morning.55 
We  fliould  not  be  able  to  iuppofe,  that  they  would  reckon  it  a 
burdenfome  inftitution,  and  lay,  “  What  a  wearinefs  is  it  ?”  or 
«  when  will  the  Sabbath  be  over  ?>7  far  Ids  that  they  would 
wafle  it  in  idlenefs,  profane  it  by  gaming,  intemperance,  and 
lewdncfs;  or  even  debafe  it  by  thofe  employments  which  are 
lawful  on  other  days.  Such  preiumptuous  ingratitude  would 
appear  fo  Ihocking,  that  we  ihould  not  dare  to  fufpebt,  and  leaft 
of  all  fliould  we  believe,  without  occular  proof,  that  creatures 
endued  with  reafon  would  be  guilty  of  in 
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Amain,  if  any  oidinance  was  appointed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe 
f  comniemoratino-  redeeming  love,  and  (hewing  forth  the  death 


of  that  compaffionate  Saviour,  who  was  i{  wounded  lor  their 
u  tranfo-reffions,  and  broiled  for  their  fins,  that  by  his  ftripes 
«  thev Tnirrht  be  healed/5  could  we  doubt,  that  they  would 
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covenant,  which  conveys  to  every  fincere  believer  an  irrevoca* 
ble  title  to  all  the  unfearchable  riches  of  Chrift  ?  This  appears  fo 
becoming,  and  withal  fo  conducive  to  their  per fonal  comfort  and 
intereft,  that  one  fhould  think  a  bare  perpdfTion  to  attend  upon 
inch  an  ordinance  might  fuffice,  and  that  there  fcarcely  needed 
the  authority  of  a  dying  command  to  enforce  the  obfervation 
of  it. 


Once  more,  might  it  not  be  hoped,  that  creatures  who  be* 
lieved  and  confeffed  that  they  were  redeemed  from  death  by 
an  act  of  pure  grace,  would  judge  it  their  indifpenfable  duty,  to 
live  unto  him  by  whofe  mercy  it  was  that  they  lived  at  all  ? 
that  they  would  feel  in  their  hearts,  and  practically  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  conftraining  force  of  fuch  exhortations  as  thefe  :  “  Ye 
u  are  not  your  owri,  ye  are  bought  with  a  price ,  therefore 
glorify  your  Redeemer  in  your  bodies  and  in  your  fpirits, 
a  which  are  his  u  Ye  were  fome  time  darknefs,  but 

now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord ;  walk  as  children  ot  light  : — - 
“  and,  If  ye  call  on  the  Father,  who,  without  refpect  of  per- 
6i  fons,  judgeth  according  to  every  man’s  work,  pafs  the  time 
t(  of  your  fojourning  here  in  fear  ;  forafmuch  as  ye  know  that 
Ci  ye  were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as  filver  and 
cc  gold, — but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb 
cc  without  bletnifh  and  without  fpot?  ”  Would  you  think  it 
credible,  or  even  poffible,  that  with  fuch  great  and  interefting 
objects  in  their  eye,  they  could  deliberately  and  wilfully  tram* 
pie  upon  his  authority,  by  breaking  his  laws  ;  or  arraign  the 
wifdom  and  juft  ice  of  his  government,  by  fretting  and  mur¬ 
muring  againft  arty  of  his  difpenfations  ?  Doth  it  not  fee m  far 
more  likely,  that  they  would  habitually  be  difpofed  to  fay, 
Lord  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?— 1 “  O  that  my  ways 
“  were  directed  to  keep  thv  ftatutes  !’’ — Or  if  at  any  time  they 
fhould  be  exercifed  with  trials  and  fufferings,  that  the  language 
of  their  lips  and  hearts  would  be,  “  Here  am  I,  let  the  the 
Lord  do  unto  me  as  feemeth  good  unto  him  :  1  he  Lord 
“  pave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  ble  fled  be  the  name  of 
44  the  Lord  W 


Thefe  conclufions  appear  fo  reafonable,  end  indeed  fo  mode¬ 
rate,  that  were  it  poffible  for  us  to  forget  that  we  ourfelves  are 
oar  ties  to  the  caufe  in  oueftion,  1  am  verily  perfuadtd  this 
whole  audience  would  readily  acquiefce  in  them  without  one 
difienting  voice.  Let  us  then  proceed  to  enquire  in  the 

Second  place,  what  influence  the  faith  of  the  gofpel  might  be 
expected  to  have  upon  the  conduit  c?  fuch  creatures  in  their 
fecial  intercourse  one  with  another. 
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It  might  fuffice  to  obferve  in  general,  that  the  fupreme  love 
to  their  God  and  Saviour,  which  the  true  faith  of  his  rich  and 
unmerited  grace  could  not  fail  to  infpire,  would  naturally,  and 
even  neceflarily,  lead  them  to  liften  with  becoming  attention 
and  reverence  to  all  the  intimations  of  his  will,  and  habitually 
difpofe  them  to  perform,  with  alacrity  and  zeal,  what  duties 
foever  he  fhould  be  pleafed  to  enjoin*  Upon  this  obvious  prin¬ 
ciple,  then,  nothing  more  would  be  neediul  for  the  illuiuation 
of  this  head,  than  to  colled  from  the  facred  records  the  feve- 
ral  laws  concerning  truth,  juftice,  mercy  beneficence,  and  any 
other  precepts  that  regarded  them  in  their  fociai  Hate  ;  as  we 
fhould  not  be  able  to  entertain  a  doubt,  >har,  io  far  as  the  im¬ 
perfection  of  their  nature  permitted,  thefe  would  be  the  invari¬ 
able  rules  of  their  condud.  But  as  the  laws  ot  the  golpel 
are  afterwards  to  be  confidered  apart  by  theinfelves-  1  fhall  at 
prefent  confine  our  enquiry  to  the  influence  which  a  ferious 
belief  of  the  great  dodrines  of  Chriftianicy  might  be  fuppofed 
to  have  upon  thofe  kinds  of  intercourfe  which  more  immediately 
pertained  to  their  common  falvation.  Say,  then,  doth  it  not 
appear  highly  probable,  that  they  who  relilh  the  joyful  tidings 
while  they  made  them  the  fubjed  of  their  own  delightful  me» 
dilation,  would  likewife  take  pleafure  in  imparting  them  to 
others,  eipecially  to  thofe  with  whom  they  were  moft  intimate¬ 
ly  conneUed  r  that  parents  in  particular  wTould  rehearie  and 
commend  them  to  their  children  ;  and  that  in  every  family,  the 
God  of  all  grace,  and  the  Saviour  of  a  loft  wot  id,  would  be 
preferred  with  the  morning  and  evening  facrifices  of  humble 
adoration,  of  fervent  prayer,  and  of  thankful  praife  ? 

How  would  they  behave,  do  you  think,  to  fuch  of  their 
brethren,  if  any  fuch  there  were,  who  negleded  the  great  fal- 
vation,  and  ftill  remained  in  their  natural  ftate  of  diftance  ard 
alienation  from  God  ?  Would  they  regard  them  n  ith  fupercili- 
ous  contempt,  or  treat  them  with  haifh  fe verity  ;  would  they 
Jay  afide  all  concern  for  their  recovery,  and  leave  them  to  pe¬ 
ri  (h  in  their  folly  ?  or  rather,  would  they  not  look  upon  them 
with  an  eye  of  the  tendered:  pity;  and,  regarding  them  as  cri¬ 
minals,  who,  though  at  prefent  under  an  avvlul  lenience  of 
condemnation,  may  nevertheiefs  obtain  mercy,  even  as  they 
themlelves  have  obtained  rnercy,  would  they  not  t„ke  hold  of 
every  favourable  opportunity,  nay,  may  we  not  conclude,  that 
they  would  even  feek  out  opportunities,  of  awakening  them  to 
a  fenfe  of  their  guilt  and  danger,  that  they  might  feel  therr- 
felves  conftrained  to  implore  the  proted’on  of  th.it  good  Jbet>- 
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herd  who  laid  dawn  his  life  for  the  fheep,  and  came  from  hea- 
ven  to  earth  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft  ? 

View  them  once  more  in  their  intercourfe  with  thofe  who 
Iiave  obtained  the  fame  grace,  and  are  become  co-heirs  of  the 

fame  incorruptible  inheritance. - Would  you  not  take  it  for 

gi  anted,  that  they  could  not  be  long  together  without  talking 
of  thofe  matters  that  mo  ft  nearly  concerned  them  -Surely 
none  could  lufpecr,  that  in  a  company  of  fuch  perfons,  it  would 
ever  be  reckoned  a  breach  of  good  manners  to  introduce  any 
tning  that  related  to  their  Father  in  heaven  ;  to  hishoufe  with 

many  manfions,  where  they  all  hoped  to  dwell  ; - or  to 

that  precious  Redeemer,  who  hath  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place 
for  them.  Might  it  not  rather  be  expected,  that  be  tides  otca- 
fional  converfe  upon  fubje£t$  of  fo  interefting  a  nature,  they 
would  choofe  to  fet  apart  fome  portions  of  time  for  the  foie 
purpofeof  ‘k  comforting;  themfelves  together,  and  edifying  one 

another,  according  to  the  early  practice  of  the  Chriftians  at 
Xheflalonica,  which  our  Apoftle  lb  highly  commends,  i  ThefT* 
v*  1 1  •  ? 

/ 

Thus  have  I  given  you  my  cool  deliberate  fentimentsupon  the 
practical  influence  of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  that 
kipd  of  converlation  towards  God  and  man  which  is  bell  iuited 
to  the  belief  of  them.  Should  any  indeed  be  fo  perverfe  as  to 
refift  the  influence  of  thefe  doctrines,  and  counteract  their  na¬ 
tive  and  moft  obvious  tendency,  while  at  the  lame  time  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  evidence  of  their  truth,  it  would  not  at  all  fui  prife 
me,  to  fee  them  crowding  from  day  to  day,  the  public  theatres, 
that  the  regularity  and  decorum  of  a  fictitious  repreientation. 
might  draw  their  attention  away  from  that  real  and  ill-conduft- 
ed  medley  in  which  they  themfelves  acted  their  difgiaceful 
parts.  1  fhould  not  wonder  to  behold  them  flying  with  eager- 
nefs  to  cards  and  dice,  and  feekitig  aid  from  every  engine  of  dil- 
iipation  and  nolle,  to  conceal  the  lapfe  of  time,  and  to  bear 
down  the  clamours  of  an  acculing  conlcience*  It  would  not 
even  furprife  me,  to  fee  them  milling  headlong  into  the  haunts 
of  riot  and  debauch,  that  the  intoxicating  cup  might  either  ftu- 
pify  or  madden  their  realon  ;  which,  if  left  to  us  iooei  exer- 
cife,  Would  anticipate  the  evil  day,  and  torment  them  before 
the  time.  ■■  — — Such  things  as  thefe  I  could  expert  to  fee  : — 
but  for  none  of  them  could  I  find  any  place  at  all  in  the  natural 
and  orderly  flate  of  reafonable  creatures,  whole  temper  and 
conduit,  as  i  have  all  along  fuppoled,  were  formed  and  iegu- 
lated  by  the  jf^rinesof  the  gofpel. 
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How  far  my  reafoning  upon  this  branch  of  the  fubjed  hath 
been  juit,  will  more  ftilly  appear  afterwards.  It  no  doubt  ex¬ 
hibits  to  our  Hew  a  Hate  of  things  widely  different  from  that 

we  at  prefen t  behold  5 — which  1  am  aware,  may  furnilli 
us  all  with  matter  of  humbling  and  painful  reflection.  .  1  his 
however,  (hall  not  difeourage  me  from  proceeding  in  my  inqui¬ 
ry  ;  as  I  well  know,  that  if,  by  the  fadnefs  of  the  counte- 
“  nance,  the  heart  be  made  better/7  we  lhall  in  the  iffue  be 
infinite  gainers,  and  obtain  from  him  who  is  “  the  comforter  of 
u  thofe  that  are  caff  clown,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and 
*4  the  garments  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs.77 

May  God  difpofe  and  enable  us  all to  judge  righteous 
<{  judgment-77  Amen* 
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Philifpxans  i*  27. 

Only  let  your  converj alien  be  as  it  becometh  the  gofpel  of  Chrifi* 

WE  have  already  confidered  the  moft  eflential  do&rines 
contained  in  the  go f pel  of  Chrijl ,  and  the  influence  that 
the  cordial  belief  of  fuch  interefting  truths  might  be  expedfed 
to  have  upon  our  temper  and  practice* 

I  am  not  fenflble  that  any  of  the  ccnclufions  I  drew  were 
{framed,  or  even  obfeure.  To  me  they  appeared,  and  after  the 
tnofl  fericusand  impartial  examination,  ftiiido  appear,  fo  reafen- 
able  and  obvious,  and  withal  fo  moderate,  that  1  cannot  think 
they  are  liable  to  any  juft  objedtion. 

At  the  fame  time,  as  they  prefen t  to  our  view  a  ftate  of 
things  fo  widely  different  from  that  which  daily  paifeth  before 
our  eyes,  i  {hall  now  proceed  to  conftder  the  laws  or  precepts 
of  our  holy  religion  5  that,  from  the  review  of  thefe,  we  may 
difeover,  with  (till  greater  certainty,  what  the  ccnverfation  is 
that  may  be  fa  id  to  become  the  gofpel  of  Chrijl . 

But  before  I  defeend  to  particulars  upon  this  extenfive  fub- 
jea,  I  muft  beg  your  attention  to  a  few  remarks  \  have  to  make 
upon  the  precepts  or  laws  of  the  gofpel  in  general 

With  regard  to  their  authority  there  can  be  no  doubt*  'He 
who  enabled  them  hath  an  unqueftionable  right  to  our  moft 
perfect  obedience  :  “  In  the  beginning  was  the  Word,  and  the 
"  Word  was  with  God,  and  the  W ord  was  God  ;  all  things 
“  were  made  by  him,  and  without  him  was  not  any  thing  made 
that  was  made-**  We  are  therefore  his  property  in  the  moft 
abfolute  and  unlimited  ienfe  of  that  expreftlon.  He  called  us 
into  being  when  as  yet  we  were  not,  and  every  moment  he  fuf- 
tains  that  exiftence  which  he  gave  us  ;  for  “  in  him  we  live  and 
4‘  move.”  Nay,  all  that  we  poffefs  is  fp  neceflarily  dependent 
upon  him,  that  with  regard  to  foul,  2nd  body,  and  outward 
eftats,  we  have  nothing  but  what  we  daily  receive  Iron)  his  lu 
beral  hand.  Befides  this  original  and  unalienable  right  to  go¬ 
vern  us,  there  is  another  rifle,  which,  as  Chriftians*  we  prolefs 
to  acknowledge,  and  ought  always  to  do  it  with  the  warmeft 
and  moft  humble  gratitude  ;  1  mean  the  right  he  hath  obtain¬ 

ed  by  redemption  and  purchafe.  As  his  natural  fubje£t$  we  are 
bound  to  ferve  him  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  powers  he  hath 
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hath  given  us  :  and  this  original  obligation,  inftead  of*  being  re¬ 
laxed  or  impaired,  is  rather  confirmed  and  flrengthened  by  the 
mercy  he  hath  Ihewn  us  as  the  objects  of  his  grace  :  “  we  are 

“  not  our  own,  we  are  bought  with  a  price  - and  are 

therefore  bound,  by  the  united  ties  of  gratitude  and  juftice,  “  to 
glorify  our  Redeemer,  both  with  our  bodies  and  Spirits, 

“  which  are  his.” 

But  what  I  would  chiefly  lead  yout*  attention  to,  is  the  nature 
and  properties  of  thofelaws  to  which  our  fubje&ion  andobedience 
are  required* 

They  are  “  all  holy,  juft,  and  good,”  refulting  from  the  very 
frame  our  Creator  hath  given  us,  and  from  the  relation  we  bear 
to  himfelf,  and  to  other  beings  with  whom  his  Providence  hath 
conne&ed  us.  *  Hence  it  follows,  that  they  are  equally  incapable 
of  repeal  or  abatement*  The  laws  of  men  are  local,  temporal 
ry,  changeable,  and  always  partake  of  the  imperfedtion  of  their 
authors.  Some  of  them  are  lb  obfeure,  that  they  need  another 
law  to  explain  them  ;  and  it  often  happens  that  the  commenta** 
ry  is  darker  than  the  text.  The  beft  of  them  take  their  aim 
from  fome  temporal  evil  that  is  either  prefently  felt,  or  fore* 
feen  in  its  caufe  ;  and  the  higheit  end  they  propofe,  is  to  re- 

ftrain  from  injuries  of  the  groffer  kind  : - they  do  not  dven 

pretend  to  be  a  rule  of  moral  conduct  ;  they  prohibit  and  de¬ 
nounce  vengeance  againft  theft,  robbery,  murder,  and  the 
like  ;  but  lay  no  reftraint  upon  heart-hatred,  covetoufnefs,  and 
envy.  They  tell  us  in  what  inftances,  injuftice  or  cruelty  be¬ 
come  exceffive  or  intolerable  :  but  where  do  we  find  it  written 
in  any  body  of  human  laws,  u  Thou  fhalt  love  thy  neighbour 
<s  as  thyfelf  and,  “  All  things  whatfoever  ye  would  that 

u  men  ihould  do  unto  you,  do  you  even  fo  unto  them  ?” - — 

Whereas  the  laws  of  the  gofpel  extend  to  the  heart  as  well  as 
to  the  life,  and  fpeak  to  all  men  without  exception,  at  all 
times,  and  in  every  iituation*  They  utter  their  voice  with 
fuch  precifion  and  perfpicuity,  that  none  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  dif- 
cover  their  meaning.  They  do  not  bend  to  the  humours  of 
men,  nor  accommodate  theriifelves  to  thole  flexible  maxims  and 
cuftoms  which  by  turns  prevail  in  this  or  the  other  age  and 
country  ;  far  lefs  do  they  grow  obfolete,  as  human  ftatutes 
do,  which  by  long  difufe  lofe  tneivforce,  and  become  void  : — 
like  their  great  Mailer,  what  they  were  yeilerday  they  are  the 
fame  to-day  ;  and  in  every  fucceeding  period  their  efficacy 
v/iil  continue  till  time  itfelf  ffiall  be  no  more.  And,  therefore,, 
when  I  repeat  the  words  of  this  hxcrtd  book,  you  are  to  con- 
fxder  them  as  fpoken  to  yourfelvcs  iu  particular;  •  and  no  lefs 

binding 


binding  upon  you  in  their  mo  ft  fimple  and  obvious  meaning, 
than  they  formerly  were  upon  thole  to  whom  they  were  pri¬ 
marily  ad dr  died. 

One  thing  farther  I  would  recommend  to  your  notice,  vi%. 
that  the  laws  I  am  fpeaking  of  are  the.  laws  of  Him  “  who  loved 
44  us,  and  gave  hinifelf  for  us,  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God 

of  a  fweet.fmelling  favour  and  therefore  we  may  reft 
affured,  that  they  are  kind  as  well  as  righteous,  and  fuited  with 
perfedt  wifdom  to  be  the  means  of  promoting  our  trueft  intereft. 
d  hey  are  laws  which  he  himfelf  hath  magnified  and  made  ho¬ 
nourable  ;  not  only  by  anfwering  all  their  demands,  fo  far  as 
his  high  character  would  permit,  or  his  peculiar  circumftan- 
ces  afforded  occafion  but  like  wife  by  expiating  the  guilt 
incurred  by  the  tranfgreflion  of  them,  and  bearing  in  his 
own  perfon  the  punifhment  that  was  due  to  the  offending 
creature. 

This  laft  connderation  fets  the  obedience  required  of  us  in  a 
moft  endearing  point  of  light.  It  is  not  the  fervile  talk  of  a 
hireling  who  labours  for  his  wages,  but  the  ingenuous  and 
grateful  for  vice  of  a  loving  child.  Chrift  hath  purchafed  the 
glorious  inheritance ;  and  to  all  who  believe  on  him  eternal 
life  is  the  free  gift  of  God  through  the  merit  of  his  blood  ;  fo 
that  nothing  is  required  of  them,  but  what  tends  to  purify  and 
perfect  their  natures,  that,  by  a  growing  refemblance  to  the 
Father  of  their  fpirits  in  this  ftate  of  difeipline,  they  may  be 
rendered  meet  for  the  full  and  everlafting  enjoyment  of  him, 
when  death,  by  diffolving  the  earthly  tabernacle,  (hall  pull  down 
all  that  remains  of  the  firft  Adain,  and  bring  a  final  releafe 
from  the  body  of  fin. 


Having  premifed  thefe  general  remarks,  I  (hail  now  pro- 
teed  to  remind  you  of  thofe  particular  precepts  to  which  our 
conformity  is  required  by  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.  And  we  arc 
happily  furnilhed  with  a  (hort,  but  moft  comprehenfive,  lumma-. 
iv  of  them,  by  this  fame  Apoftle  in  his  epiftle  to  Titos,  chap,  ii, 
17,  i2*  !? he  grace  oj  God  that  bringeth  fa Ivation,  hath  ap¬ 

peared  to  all  me?i  ;  teaching  us ,  that  denying  ungodlinefs ,  and 
‘worldly  lujls ,  we  jhould  live  foberly}  right  eoujly ,  and  godly  in 
this  prefent  world • 

To  thefe  general  heads,  all  the  particulars  may  be  reduced 
that  belong  to  a  converfation  becoming  the  gofpel  of  Chrift. 
And  here  indeed,  J  might  flop  lhort;  and  only  call  upon  you  to 
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candour  and  impartiality,  the  full  meaning  and 
import  of  the  exprefJioiis  Here  ufecl.  ° 


pety  «ini  icii’uai  inauigence  J.  And  is  nothing  more  intended 
by  denying  them,  than  a  prhdi/h  referve  and  fhynbfs  to  cofru 
ply  with  their  demands  ;  or  fnch  A  feeble  reliftance  as  yields  af- 
kr  a  fhort  and  very  imperfeft  druggie  ?  Surely  none  of  you 
can  febiodfly  eiiterfcaih  this  opinion.  You  certainly  mtift  admit, 
that  no  exteptjbn  is  made  oj  any  fpecies  or  degree  whatfoverj, 
either  of  ungod  line  ft  or  worldly  ajfecliohs  ;  and  that  by  deny* 
ing  them,  the  Apoftle  could  mean  nothing  lel$P  than  fuch  a 
refuial  as  proceeds  from  an  inward  abhorrence  of  them,  even 

the  m oft  vigorous,  determined,  and  perfevering  reflftante  of  all 
their  felicitations. 

A|£&in,  -vnatido  you  Onderftanc!  by  fafatng  f&berly  ,  Vighttouf*-. 
Jy,  and  godly  th  this  prefent  world  th  fobriety  mean 

no  more  than  that  fpecles  of  moderation  which  is  commonly  op* 
po fed  to  Idrfeuihg  and  drurikennefs  ?  Or  admitnher  that  it  ex¬ 
cludes  every  kind  of  e>  cels  in  gratifying  odr^bodily  appe- 
tites,  do  you  imagine  that  it  leaves  the  mind  at  fall  liberty,  fo 
g1 tr  the  reins  Upon  the  neck  of  our  paffions,  and 

iuhei  them  tbi  un  wild  withbiit  any  control  iti  perfecl  cbnilft- 
tncy  with  thitfpirretf  m\ch  the  Apoftle  recommends? 

Will  yon  call  a  man  righteous,  merely  becaufe  he  cannbt  be 

Charged  with  any  grofs  aifts  of  fraud,  injitftice,  and  bprireffion, 

though,  perhaps,  in  the  cdur.fe  6i  a  lawful  bbfinefs,  he  way 

lometimes  hfe  a  little  artifice  to  impbfe  upon  the  fimplidty  or  ip. 

norartre  of  his  neighbours  ?  Or,  flipp'd  ing  him  tb  be  fthTtly 

oneit  iti  his  dealings,  doth  the  rightednfhtfs  which  the  p-ofpei 

enjoins  lay  him  Under  no  bblightion  to  feed  the  hungry,  to 

cldthe  the  naked,  and  tb  fuctour  the  dift refed  accbidin  Ao  Ivs 
hblhry  '  ' 


Is  every  faari  to  be  reputed  godly,  who  doth  hot  openly  Hiaf* 
ph  eme,  ribr  reproach  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  God;  who  wives 
regulir  atthldarice  at  church  dn  the  Lord’s  day,  though  his  heart 
even  then  be  running  after  his  tovetcrtifiiefs  ;  and  God  receive 
%  hoinage  frotn  him  at  all,  either  in  his  family  ot  in  the  clofcL 
through  the  reft  of  the  week  ? 

Were  I  to  give  fuefi  a  lboffc  interpretation  of  the  Apditle’s 
words,  I  am  cbntidehr,  that  the  moil  partial  offender  who  hears 
me,  would  not  only  condemn  me  in  his  heart,  but  even  blulh, 
or  rather  dddain,  to  plead  fay  authority  for  defending  or  pallid 

hug  his  own  mifconducl.  4 
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Bat  the  true  import  of  fohriety>  rightioufnefs ,  and  -godhnefs f 
is  afcertained  beyond  any  poflibility  of  miftakc,  by  what  I  may 
call  the  Jl atute  law  of  the  gofpel  ;  I  mean  plain  and  explicit 
decrees,  refpe&ing  particular  instances  of  duty,  under  each  of 
thefe  general  heads.  Thus,  in  the 

Firfl  place,  with  regard  to  fohriety ,  it  is  the  exprefs  com¬ 
mand  of  our  Lord,  “  That  we  deny  ourfelves  ;”—1  hat  we 
poffefs  our  fouls  in  patience  — and  be  continually  on  our 

guard,  “  left  at  any  time  our  hearts  be  overcharged  with  for¬ 
feiting  and  drunkennels,  and  the  caret  of  this  life.”  It  is  re¬ 
quired  of  us,  44  that  we  crucify  the  flefh  with  the  affections 
and  lufts  “  that  we  lay  afide  anger,  malice,  envy,  hatred,  and 
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mercy,  kindnefs,  humblenefs  of  mind,  meeknels,  and  long- 

fuffering.”  We  are  exhorted,  “  not  to  think  of  ourfelves 
more  highly  than  we  ought  to  think,  but  to  think  fiber  ly” 
(mark  the  expreffion)  “  according  as  , God  hath  dealt  to  every 
61  man  the  meafure  of  faith.”  “  Let  nothing  be  done  through 
«  ftrife  and  vain  glory,”  faith  this  fame  Apoftle,  at  the  3d 
•verfe  of  the  following  chapter  ;  “  but  in  lowlinefs  of  mind,  let 
“  each  efteem  other  better  than  himfelf-  Look  not  every  mart 
on  his  own  things,  but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  others  ; 
and  then  adds,  «  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  alio  in 
<t  Chrift  Tefus.”  Thefe  few  quotations,  which  mutt  be  fami¬ 
liar  to  all  who  are  acquainted  with  . the  New-Teltament  writ¬ 
ings,  mav  fuffice  to  give  you  fome  view  of  the  extent  of  fobne- 
tv,  as  including  every  thing  that  belongs  to  the  right  govern- 
ment  and  dilcipline  both  of  the  outward  and  inward  man. 

2 d/y.  With  refpeft  to  righuoufiefs,  we  areplainly  taught,  that 
it  not  only  reftrains  from  the  outward  acts  ol  injuftice,  opprei- 
fion,  and  cruelty,  but  that  we  are  thereby  obliged  to- render  un¬ 
to  a’l  their  dues,  and  to  do  unto  Others,  as  with  good  region,  we 
would  expea  or  defire,  that  they,  in  like  circumlhmes,  ihould 
do  unto  11s.  It  belongs  to  righteoufnefs,  “  to  comfort  the  feeble- 
«  minded,  and  to  fupport  the  weak,”  as  being  members  one  ci 
another  ;  for  thus  it  is  written,  Gal.  vi.  2.  ‘‘  Bear  ye  one 

*<  another’s  burthens  and  fo  fulfil  the  law  o,  Chrift. 
commanded  tb  “  be  of  the  fame  mind  one  towards  another  ; 
to  rejoice  with  them  that  rejoice,  and  to  weep  with  thole  that 

ween  •” _ ■“  to  do  good  to  all  as  we  have  opportunity,  eipeci- 

.<  allv^o  them  who  are  of  the  hotifehold  offaith.”  “  As  every 
..  tn  hath  received  the  gift,”  f«th  the  Apoftle  Peter,  “  even 
*<  f0  mihiller  the  fame  one  to  another,  as  good  Rewards  ol  the 
<•  manifold  grace  of  God.”  Nay,  the  Apoftle  John  darnes 
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the, matter  fli  11. higher,  and  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  debt)  an  a£l  ofjuf- 
tice,  in  certain  cafes,  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren 
t  John  iii*  16.  “  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  be- 
Si  tauie  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  :  and  we  ought  to  lay  down 

15  our  lives  for  the  brethren.”  It  is  an  error  to  imagine,  that 

God  bellows  upon  us  the  good  things  of  this  life,  merely  lor 
our  perfonal  accommodation  and.  life,  or  that  he  opens  his  hand 
and  tills  our  bafket,  that  the  blefllngs  of  his  Providence  r$ay 
there  flagnate  and  putrify.  We  are  not  proprietors ,  but  /lew- 
ards ,  as  I  jufl  now  obferved,  who  (hall  one  day  be  calk  d  upon 
to  give  an  account  of  cur  flew ardfliip*  And  though  the  griping 
nuter  cannot  be  arraigned  at  any  human  bar,  yet  at  the  tribu¬ 
nal  of  Jefus  Chrift,  he  who  doth  not  feed  the  hungry,  and 
clothe  the  naked,  (hall  he  tried,  and  condemned  to  everlafting 
banifhment  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory 
of  his  power*  , 

You  fay,  you  wrong  no  man  by  keeping  your  own.  I  anf- 
wer,  You  wrong  the  King  of  kings,  if  you  fuffer  a  fubjecl  of 
his  toperiih,  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  your  hands  to  prevent 
it  :  and  though  the  laws  of  men  permit  you  to  give  or  to  with¬ 
hold,  according  to  your  pleafure,  whatfoever  you  pofTefs  inde¬ 
pendent  of  others  ;  yet  if  you  confult  the  lively  oracles  of  God, 
you  lhall  there  find,  that  you  are  as  much  bound  to  do  good  to 
your  neighbours,  as  not  to  injure  them  ;  to  fupply  their  wants, 
as  not  to  rob  them  ;  to  ftretch  forth  your  hand  to  help  them,  as 

not  to  finite  them  with  the  hit  of  wickednefs. - -u  To  him 

44  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and  doth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  iin,” 
“  If  thou  forbear  to  deliver  them,  that  are  drawn  unto  death, 
“  and  thole  that  are  ready  to  be  (Iain  ;  if  thou  fayed,  Behold, 
“  we  knew  it  not  :  doth  not  he  that  pondereth  the  heart:  confi- 
“  derit  ?  and  he  that  keepeth  thy  foul,  doth  not  he  know  it  ? 
“  and  lhall  not  he  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works 
Prov.  xxxiv.  ;i,  17 •  How  awful  are  thelb  words  ol  the 
Apollle  John,  <c  Whofo  hath  this  world’s  good,  and  feeth  his 

16  brother  have  need,  and  Ihutteth  up  his  bowels  of  companion 

ie  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him  - To 

which  he  fubjoins  the  following  exhortation,  whereunto  we  do 
well  that  we  take  heed  :  u  My  little  children,  let  us  not  love 
“  in  word,  neither  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth;  and 
“  hereby  we  know  that  we  are  of  the  truth,  and  lhall  allure 

4<  our  hearts  before  him.”— - Thus  far  is  the  law  of  righte - 

oujnefs  extended  by  the  gofpel  of  Chrijl • 

3 dly,  With  regard  to  godlinefs ,  none  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  New-Tdlament  writings  can  be  at  a  lols  to  difcover, 

H  3  either 
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either  wherein  it  con  lifts,  or  how  it  ought  to  be  expretlecb  — 
Love  to  God  in  the  renewed  foul,  fpringing  from  faith  in  the 
Lord  Jelus  Chrift,  is  the  root,  or  vital  principle,  of  godlinefs  ; 
not  a  common  fubdued  love,  but  a  fervent,  fupreme,  and  ruling 
love,*  that  exalts  God  to  the  throne  in  the  heart,  and  defjretu 
nothing  fo  much,  as  that  he  ihould  l;eep  it  in  lull  and  everlafting 
poiTeffion®  As  creatures,  we  are  bound  to  love  the  Lord  our 
God  with  all  our  heart,  and  foul,  and  ftrength  :  And  we  are 
further  obliged,  as  guilty  creatures,  humbly  to  acknowledge  the 
forfeiture  we  have  incurred,  to  justify  the  law  by  which  we  are 
condemned,  thankfully  to  accept  the  Lord  Jefus  C brill,  as  the 
only  Mediator  between  God  anci  man,  and  carefully  to  obferve 
and  improve  all  thofe  ordinances  which  God  hath  appointed  as 
rue  methods  of  teftifying  opr  fuhjedion  arid  gratitude,  or  as 
means  of  receiving  the  communications  of  his  grace,  for  healing 
our  dpfea^ed  natures,  and  rendering  us  meet  for  the  enjoyment 
ol  himfjplf  in  heaven*  Thefe  are  efTentia!  parts  of  the  rehgioq 
of  a  firmer;  and  mult  therefore  be  confidered  as  the  genuine 
apcl  neceifapy  exprelfions  of  godlinefs/  or  of  k  right  temper  of 
heart  towards  the  Father  of  buy  fpirits,  the  Goci  m  whom  we 
live,  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jelus  ChrifL1  ' 

All  the  duties  we  owe  to  ogr  fellow-creatures  lean  upon  this 
es  their  proper  fonndation  ;  and  are  To  dependent  upon  it,  that 
neither  our  righteoufnefs,  nor  beneficence,  Van  avail  us  any 
thing,  unlels  they  flow  from  a  living  ’principle  of  devotion 
m  the  heart*  ljThey  may  prpfit  others,'  and  render  ourfeives 
amiable  in  the  eyes  of  men  ;  *  but  if  they  be  upt  animated  with 
iuove  to  God,  and  accompanied  ‘with  fuitahle  egprefions  of  re¬ 
gard  to  him,  it  is  impolfible  they  can  meet  GvjtH  the;’divirie  ac~ 
ceptance.  For  let  it- be  oHfeyvet),  that  the  p raS:ce  o l  thefe  du¬ 
ties  became  neceffary  orjy  ’through  'man’s  apoltacy.  Had  we 
kept  onr  firft  efbfe,  there  would  have  been  no  yoom  for' the  ex- 
ercife  of  either  juftice  or  mercy  jn  any  of  theft?  inllances  which 
our  prelent  diftemperetf  condition’  requires  Men  would  have 
lived  together  as  one  great  family,'  without  ft  rife  or  emulation, 
each  rejoicing  in'  t lie  happinefs  of  his  bi  o-hcr.  ’  There  ‘  would 
have  been  up  temptation  to  fraud  apd  injulkre  ‘  every  inhabi- 
taut  of  the  earth  poUelfing  alj  r hat  his  heart  could  wifftl  There 
would  have  been  no  cccakon  for  fedrelfmg  wrqngs  ;  for  piirrih- 
ing  the  injurious,  or  protecting  the  injiued  f  for  relieving  the 
poor,  or  iyrh  path  king  wirh  the  a  Sifted  :  love  would  have  had  no 
other  employment  but  complacency  and  delight  m  feeing  each 
one  bleflbd  to  the  full  extent  of  his  capacity  :  and  therefore  it 
can  uever  be  luppoiVd,  that  the  prachce  of  thole  duties,  which 
-  ;  •  **  the 
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tbe  bitter  confeqnences  of  our  guilt  alone  have  rendered  neceffa- 
ry,  fhould  be  the  whole,  or  even  the^rn oft  eflentiai  part,  oi  that 
obedience  which  is  pleafmg  to  God. 

Indeed,  Were  we  to  look  upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  world 
as  the  original  copftitption,  we  might  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
our  chief  bufinefs  upon  earth  confided  in  the  exerciie  ot  thofe 
focial  virtues  which  knit  men  together,  and  enable  them  to  provide 
moil  effectually  for  their  common  defcrtc-e  againlt  thoie  nom- 
berlefs  evils  to  which  they  are  continually  expofed.  But  if  we 
view  the  prefent  (late  as  the  ruins  of  one  far  more  perfect  and  ex¬ 
cellent,  which  we  forfeited  by  bur  unprovoked  and  criminal  re¬ 
volt  from  the  great  Author  of  our  cxiitence,  we  muftbe  fenfible, 
that  the  bare  performance  of  thofe  focial  duties  we  owe  to  one 
another,  can  be  of  little  account  in  the  fight  of  God,  fo  long  as 
we  perfift  in  our  rebellion  againfl  hirnfelf,  and  negleCt  thofe 
higher  duties  which  a  rife  from  our  firft  and  molt  lading 
relation. 

Godlinefs ,  my  brethren,  is  the  one  thing  needful  :  did  that 
prevail  in  its  power,  fobriety  and  righteoufnefi  would  follow  cf 
courfe,  and  maintain  their  ground  againft  every  afTault,  having 
lo  firm  and  permanent  a  balls  to  lean  upon  :  but  till  godlmels 
be  laid  as  the  foundation,  any  attempts  to  introduce  or  eitablilh 
either  of  the  other  two,  muff  be  vain  and  friutlcfst 

Loud  and  general  hath  been  the  cry  for  fome  time  pad,  after 
public  fpirit,  dilintereded  patriotifni  and  integrity,  which  can 
neither  be  bribed  nor  overawed,  among  thofe  who  move  in  the 
upper  ranks  of  life,  Thefe  qualities,  it  mu  ft  be  confefTed,  ac¬ 
companied  with  a  large  proportion  of  wifdom,  are  truly  defina¬ 
ble,  and  might  be  eminently  ufelul  •  and  when  it  fhall  plea  fe 
God  to  bellow  them,  they  will  no  doubt  appear  very  beautiful 
in  their  feafon  :  but  if  all  who  join  in  the  cry,  would  endeavour 
in  the  firft  place,  to  get  their  own  hearts  poffeiTed  with  real 
godlmels,  and  then  pray  for  the  fame  hlefhng  to  others,  with 
as  much  fervency  as  they  utter  their  complaints,  1  can  affine 
them  they  would  be  taking  by  far  the  neareit  road  to  luce e is. 
u  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom, ”  and  love 
carries  it  to  perfection  ;  but  when  thefe  Find  no  place  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  what  can  be  looked  for  in  Inch  a  w  orld  as  ours, 
but  the  ranked:  growth  pf  folly  and  wicked nefs,  both  in  public 
?nd  private  life  ? 

From  this  general  review  of  tlie  laws  of  Chrift,  yon  mud 
be  fenfible,  that  the  fame  temper  and  conduct  which  we  for- 
rcerlv  feppo  fed  to  refult  from  a  cordial  belief  of  the  doctrines 
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of  the  gofpel,  now  appear,  to  be  exprefsly  enjoined  by  plain  and 
pofitive  ftatutes  :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole,  we  are  furnilhed 
with  a  decifive  tefl  of  genuine  Chriftianity,  and  may  clearly 
lee,  by  the  light  of  God’s  word,  what  the  converfation  is  that 
becomtth  the  gof pel  ofChrij l. 

it  gives  me  pain  to  repeat  the  obfervatipn  I  have  more  than 
once  hinted  (and  yet  the  evidence  of  its  truth  is  too  glaring  to  be 
concealed),  namely,  that  amdng  the  multitudes  who  bear  the 
title  of  Chriftians,  the  conversation  of  by  much  the  greater  part 
is  fo  far  from  expre  fling  the  true  fpirit  and  genius  of  our  ho¬ 
ly  religion,  with  regard  either  to  the _  doctrines  it  reveals,  or  the 
.duties  it  requires,  that  the  character  of  the  Cretians  may  too 
juffly  be  applied  to  many  of  them.  Tit-  i-  16.  “  They  profefs 
that  they  know  God  ;  but  in  works  they  deny  him,  being 
abominable,  and  difohedienr,  and  unto  every  good  work  re- 
probated*  To  Inch- inconfiftent  ufurpers  of  the  Chriftian 
name,  the  obvious  remarks  with  which  l  introduced  my  firil  ciil- 
courfe  upon  this  {object,  adminijfler  a  fevere,  but  jufb  reproof: 
and  therefore  I  might  here  difmifs  them  without  further  admo¬ 
nition,  were  it  not  that  numbers  are  to  be  found  in  that  un¬ 
happy  ejafs  of  men,  who,  not  contented  with  publifting  their 
own  fhatne,  by  counter ading  the  principles  of  that  religion 
they  profefs,  are  bold  enough  to  feoff  at  true  godlinds  in 
others,  and  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  enfeeble  the  hands 
of  real  Chriftians,  while  they  are  humbly  endeavouring,  by  the 
grace  oi  God,  to  have  their  convef fatton  as  become, th  the  gof  pel 
of  Cbrijl •  I  know  how, difficult  it  is  to  get  accels  to  thole  who 
are  proudly  feated  in  the  fcorner’s  chair ;  nevcrthelefs  *  ftall 
take  the  liberty  to  beg  their  attention  to  a  few  plain  queftions, 
praying,  that  God  may  carry  them  home  to  their  hearts  with 
power,  and  fo  blefs  them  for  their  conviction,  “  that  they  may 
tc  recover  themftlves  out  of  thefnare  oi  the  devil,  who  aie 
taken  captive  by  him  at  his  will. 

Do  yon  really  think  -  if-  pci  h  hie,  that  any  man  can  love  God 
too  well,  or  fcrvre  him  with  too  much  zeal  and  diligence  ?• 

Do  you  think  there  is  a  faint  in  heaven  who  repents  of  his  zeal 
and  diligence  while  on  earth  i  or  a  tinner  in  hell,  that  jolli¬ 
fies  his  lcofilng  at  ferious  religion  ;  or  do  you  fuppofe  that  you 
yourfflve^  (hall  approve  of  inch  conduct  when  you  come  to  die,, 
and  boldly  defend  it  at  the  tribunal  of  Chrift  —What  can 
be  more  unfair,  than  to  feoff  at  men  for  being,  in  tiuth,  me 
very  thing  that  you  pretend  to  be  ?  You  call  y our fe Ives  Ghril- 
tians  and  at  the  fame  time  deride  theft  who  are  Chriftians  in- 
is  your  proftftd  belief  that  Chrift  ft  all  judge  the 
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world  ;  and  when  others  ate  giving  all  diligence  that  they  may 
he  found  of  him  in  peace,  they  are  mocked,  and  reviled,  and 
hated  by  you  cn  that  account,  ;  nay,  which  is  fldl  mere  injuri¬ 
ous  they  are  '  branded  with  the  odious  name  of  hypocrites  by 
thofe  very  perfohs  who  themlelves  are  the  riiolt  mipudent  hypo¬ 
crites  upon  earth.  For  tell  me,  thou  who  retamell  the  name 
o!'  Chriman,  what  groffer  hypoenfy  can  be  imagined,  than  to 
hate  the  ferious  praftice  of  thy  own  proiefton,  and  to  reproacu 
o-hers  for  living  by  the  influence  ol  thofe  very  principles  which 

thine  own  falietemgue  profeffeth  to  believe  ? 

Thefe  are  all  the-quefbons  I  ihall  put  to  you  at  prefent .  a.,d 
the  main  thing  intended  by  them  is  to  give  you  luch  a  view  of 
the  folly  and  mconfsftency  of  your  charader,  that  d  modefly  be 
not  altogether  baniffied,  I' may  at  leaft  bring  you  the  leng  h  of 
being  alharoed  of  your  conduct.  Rut  though  modefty  nould  oe 
<roneg  yet  as  fear  and  felf.  love  are  ftilUeft  behind,  I  .folk  en¬ 
deavour,  in  a  few  words,  to  give  you  a  juft  representation  of  the 
peculiar  malignity  of  furh  a  ccuile,  and  of  the  fatal  confequ  n- 
ces  With  which  an  obflinate  continuance  in  it  mufr  neceilarily 

be  attended.  ,  c  ,  c  : 

Know  then,  that  to  feoff  at  the  falsifying  work  of  the  bpi- 

rit  of  God  is  a  fin  of  lo  deep  a  tincture, ’that  it  approaches  pear 
to  the  confines  of  “  the  great  tranfgreffion.”  This  much  I  may 
with  confidence  affirm,  that  fo  long  as  you  peffift  in  it  there  is 
no  room  for  any  rational  hope  that  ,  you  load  be  *aved-  *Vnn 
God  indeed  all  things  are  pdfible  :  he  is  ab.e  of  luch  fiones  to 
raife  up  children  unto  Abraham  ;  and  therefore  feme  hope  is 
left  that  you  may  be  converted  ;  but  that  you  fhould  be  laved 
in  your  prefent  courfe,  is  juft'  as  impoffible  as  it  is;  for  God  to 
lie,  as  impoffible  as  for  the  devils  to  be  faved.  It  is  an  aflomfh- 
in?  proof  of  the  nower  and  cunning  of  the  grand  deceiver,  that 
he  fhould  be  able  to  hide  this  alarming  truth  from  your  own 
eyes.  The  fcorner  bears  upon  his  forehead  one  of  tae  molt 
diftinguilhing  marks  of  a  fon  of  perdition-  Or  fuch  tranfgrei. 
fors  it  maybe  faid  with  an  awful  emphalis,  t.ieir  Spot  is  not 

“  the  foot  of  children."- - Other  finners  may  fire I  lorne 

cloak  to  throw  over  their  guilt  :  the  receded  failings  of  .ome 
eminent  faints  may  be  fo  far  perverted,  as  to  chenih  the  pre- 
iumption  and  foothe  the  confciencesof  various  kinds  01  finners  ; 
but  where  do  we  read  of  any  among  the  laints  who  Icetfed  at 
holinefs,  or  fpake  reproachfully  ol  the  ways  of  God  l  Sure  y 
no  man  of  common  tinderftanding,  can  luppofe,  that  a  fcorner 
of  a  holy  1'ue  b  bimlelf  poffeffed  of  that  holinefs  which  he  de¬ 
rides.  I  would  not  for  a  world  faid  one,  be  in  the  cafe  of  that 
*  vt  retch 
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JMf  I-;.1  10  1  we^  °f  liplineis  id  others,  while  he  jbim« 

ieil  lives  in  fenfuahty  and  wickednefs  :  but  1  would  much  lei's 
,  a  £'Jou!and  worlds,  be  in  the  cafe  of  Him  that  is  nfeither  <r0d- 
ly,  nor  can  fpeak  well  of  godlinefs  ;  whb  is  riot  only  void  of 
the  image  of  God,  but  hates,  and  reviles,  and  perlecutes  it  in 
Others— C.onfader,  O  Burners  !  while  yet  there  is  hope,  how 
terrible  your  eternal  fete  mu  ft  be  if  death  overtake  >ou  in  this 
malignant  courfe.  T He  Lord  Jefus  is  now  calling  upon  you  in 
mei*cy,  ana  laying  unto  you,  as  once  he  laid  to  Saul,  “  Whv 

“  Periecu/eft  £hou  me?”  But  if  you  do  not  hearken  to  his 
voice, and  turn  from  yotlr  evil  way,  ere  Jong  “  he  will  foeak  tb 
you  in  wrath,  and  vex  you  in  his  fore  difpleafure  for  “  be- 
“  hold>  £he  Cord  cometh  with  ten  thoufandsof  his  faints  to  ex* 
ecute  judgment  upon  ail,  and  to  convince  all  that  ->re  un 
“  g°d,y  amonS  them,  of  all  their  Ungodly  deeds  which  they 
“  have  ungodly  committed,  and  of  all  their  hurdfbeechh  which 
ungodly  (tuners  have  fpoken  againft  him.”  There  is  an 
alarm.ng  paiTage,  (Pfalm  vii.  it,  i2,  n.)  which  I  wotrd  X- 
commend  to  your  ferious  perufai  ;  “  God  judgeth  the  riedne- 
ous,  and  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day.  If  ht 
“  turn  not,  he  will  whet  his  (word  ;  he  hath  bent  his  both 
“  and  made  it  ready.  He  hath  alfo  prepared  for  him  the  in’ 
“  ih-uments  of  death  ;  he  ordaineth  his  arrows  agaihft  the  fX 
ficutors.”  God  hnnfelf  hath  undertaken  the  defence  of  the  juft  < 
Ghnft  will  be  finally  glorified  in  his  faints,  when  all  their  enil 
ones  dial!  be  call;  out  ofhis  fight,  overwhelmed  with  ihame  and 
doomed  to  everlafting  content  and  mifery.  ’  d 

TiJUS  fa"  have  I  have  fpoken  for  the  con  via  ion  and  reproof' 
of  thole  who  have  the  boldnefs  to  feoff  at  vitai  religion  and 
practical  godlinefs  ;  and  fhail  now  conclude  the  fubjed  with  a 
lew  words  of  advice  and  encouragement  to  the  true  fervants  cf 
Chriif,  who  feel  the  influences  or  his  gofpel,  and  are  determined 
through  grace,  to  live  unto  Him  wW died  for  them. 

Let  toe  then  call  upon  you  to  lay  your  account  with  oppofi- 
tion  in  your  way  heavenward.  Marvel  nor,  my  brethren,  if  the 
world  hate  you  ;  but  rather  rejoice,  in  as  much  as  ye  are  oar- 
takers  of  the  bufferings  of  your  Lord,  that  when  his  glory  fhail 
be  revealed,  ye  may  be  glad  alfo  with  exceeding  joy.  You 
have  good  company,  you  have  powerful  aflifence,  and  glorious 

hopes  :  “  if  ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  of  Chrift,  happy  are 

“  >’e;  i°r  I  he  fjurit  of  God  and  of  glory  refleth  upon  you.”— 
•ft  and  faff,  ’  therefore,  as  the  Apoftle  exhorts  you  in  the 

words 
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Words  following  my  text,  “  in  one  fpfrit,  with  one  mind,  ftriv* 
“  ing  together  for  the  faith  of  the  £ofpfel  ;  and  in  nothing  ter- 
iC  rifled  by  your  adversaries  :  which  is  to  them  an  evidenc  to- 
tl  ken  of  perdition,  but  to  you  of  falvation,  and  that  of  God- 
(i  For  unto  you  it  is  given,  in  the  behalf  ol  Chriif,  not  only  to 
“  believe  on  him,  but  alfo  to  fuffer  for  his  fake.”  Beware  .of 
courting  the  favour  of  the  wicked,  by  conforming  in  any  de¬ 
gree  to  their  corrupt  maxims  and  practices  ;  but  keep  up  the 
majefty  of  true  godlinefs,  and  (lady  io  to  live  that  they  may  find 
no  occahon  againft  you,  except  it  be  concerning  the  law  of  your 
God-  Be  blamele-fs  and  hartnlefs,  the  fons  of  God,  without 
“  rebuke,  in  the  mid  ft  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  nation,  among 
w  whom  ye  fhine  as  lights  in  the  world,  holding  forth  the 
**  word  of  life.”  “  Finally,  brethren,  whatfoever  things  are 
“  true,  whatfoever  things  are  honeft,  whatfoever  things  are 
u  juii,  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever  things  are  love- 
**  ]y,  whatfoever  things  are  of  good  report  ;  if  there  be  any 
iX  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any  praife,  think  on  thefe  things  ;  and 
u  the  God  of  peace  lball  be  with  you.”  Amen.. 
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Romans  xiv.  8. 

IV  v  ether  we  live,  we  live  unto  the  Lord  :  and  whether  we  die, 
we  die  unto  the  Lord  :  Whether  we  live  therefore  or  die%  wc 
are  the  Lord's. 

THE  following  verfe  will  inform  you  who  that  Lord  is  of 
whom  the  Apoftle  fpeaks  in  this  pafTage.  “  To  this 
€l  end,”  faith  he,  Ci  Chrift  both  died,  and  rofe,  and  revived, 

**  that  he  rtsigbt  bs  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living.” - He 

is  the  Kmg  whom  God  hath  fet  upon  his  holy  hill  of  Zion,  and 
appointed  to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  church  :  for  as 
Paul  wrote  to  the  Philippians,  in  regard  of  his  humbling  him- 
felf,  and  becoming  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the 
crofs  •  “  therefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given 
him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name  :  that  at  the  name  of 
Jefus  every  knee  fhould  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in 
earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ;  and  that  every  tongue 
u  fhould  confefs,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God 
ii  the  Father.”  This  doctrine  we  all  profefs  to  believe  ;  nay, 
the  defignation  we  bear  imports  an  acknowledgment  that 
Chrift  is  our  Mafter.  But  fomething  more  than  the  appellation  of 
Chriftians  is  neceflary  to  prove  that  we  are  in  truth  his  fervants. 
The  proper,  the  only  decifive  teft*  is  that  which  lies  before  us 
In  the  words  of  my  text;  where  one  who  knew  well  what 
Chriftianity  was,  thus  fpeaks  in  the  name  of  all  fincere  be¬ 
lievers  :  Whether  we  live ,  we  live  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  whetiser 
we  die ,  we  die  unto  the  Lord :  whether  we  live  therefore  or 
die,  we  are  the  Lord’s, 

It  is  the  coinprehenfive  defcription  of  the  Chriftian’s  life,  ex» 
preifed  in  thefe  few,  but  emphatical  words*  IVe  live  unto  the 
Lord,  which  1  have  chofen  for  the  fubject  of  the  following  dii- 
courfe.  And  my  defign  is, 

I.  To  enquire  into  the  import  of  living  unto  the  Lord  ;  and, 
II.  To  apply  the  character  as  a  rneafure,  or  ftandard,  for  help, 
ing  us  to  judge  of  our  fpiritual  condition. 

h  L  iv  ing 
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I.  Living  unto  the  Lord  may  be  confidered  as  including  the 
following  particulars : 

ijly  That  we  make  his  will  the.  rule,  the  only  rule,  of  our 
tfonduft. 

Our  Lord  hath  entruded  us  with  various  talents,  and  requires 
that  we  Ihould  improve  them  to  the  bed  advantage,  for  the  iiru 
portant  purpofes  for  which  they  were  bellowed.  We  are  his 
fervants,  and  have  a  talk  affigned  us,  for  which  we  mult  be  ac¬ 
countable  to  him  at  lad.  It  is  not  left  to  our  own  choice  what 
pieces  of  fervice  we  fhall  perform;  but  we  mull  at  all  times 
wait  upon  him  for  dire&ion  ;  faying,  as  Paul  did  when  druck 
to  the  ground,  u  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ? ”  Nei¬ 
ther  is  it  enough  that  we  do  the  things  he  requires,  urilefs  we 
do  them  becaufe  he  requires  them.  The  laws  of  our  Lord  are  fo 
wifely  calculated  to  promote  the  private  intereds  of  individuals, 
and  the  public  welfare  of  human  fociety,  that  they  who  are 
mod  difaffedted  to  his  government,  will  choofe,  for  their  own 
fake,- to  comply  with  many  of  his  facred  injun&ions  :  but  they, 
and  they  only,  live  unto  the  Lord ,  who  realii'e  his  authority,  and 
do  every  thing  he  enjoins,  as  ari  a<dof  willing  and  cheerful  obe¬ 
dience,  as  a  part  of  that  homage  they  owe  to  their  Mader. 

idly,  'To  live  unto  the  Lord ,  is  to  make  his  approbation  our 
governing  aim,  and  to  dud y  to  pleafe  him  in  all  that  we  do. 

I  need  not  to  tell  you  that  we  early  centra#  a  love  for  many 
things  which  are  hurtful  to  cur  fouls,  and  dand  condemned  by 
the.  laws  of  our  Sovereign.  This  renders  fome  parts  of  duty  fo 
painful  to  the  flelh,  that  they  are  compared  in  Scripture  to  the 
u  cutting  off  a  right  hand,  and  the  plucking  out  a  right  eye 
operations  which  no  man  would  fubmit  to,  far  1  els  perform 
them  himfelf,  unlefs  the  prefervation  of  the  red  of  his  body  ren. 
dered  them  absolutely  neceffary.  Other  parts  of  duty  are  at¬ 
tended  with  inconveniences  of  a  different  kind  :  I  hey  may- 
draw  upon  us  the  fcorn,  the  hatred,  and  perfection  of  a  par¬ 
tial,  blind,  malignant  world  ;  fo  that  if  we  liden  either  to  the 
corrupt  part  of  our  own  nat  ure,  or  to  the  voice  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  we  lhall  unavoidably  be  perfuaded  to  leave  them  undone 
or  rathei  do  the  contrary.  Nothing  elfe  than  a  prevailing  ha¬ 
bitual  defire  to  pleafe  the  Lord ,  can  reconcile  us  to  the  pra#ice  of 
theie  felf-denying  duties.  But  if  this  principle  be  deeply  root¬ 
ed  in  our  hearts,  the  roughed  paths  of  obedience  will  foon  be. 
come  fmooth  ;  w]th  refolution,  nay,  with  cKeerfulnefs,  we 
ihd!  add  refs  our  fe  Ives  to  our  work  ;  declining  no  fervice,  how 
painful  or  difficult  foever,  that  we  know  will  be  crowned*  with 
the  approbation  of  our  judge.  Thus  did  the  primitive  Chrif- 
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tians  live  unto  the  Lord .  It  appeared  a  fmall  matter  to  them 
to  be  judged  of  man’s  judgment  :  this  was  their  labour,  that 
whether  pi  efent  or  abient,  they  might  be  accepted  of  their 
Jdaftct .  I  hey  lo  fpake,  and  fo  acted,  not  as  pleating  men,  but 
God,  who  trieth  the  hearts  of  his  creatures,  and  will  render 
unto  every  one  according  to  his  works. 

3^iy*  1°  Jlve  u^°  Lord,  is  to  make  his  glory  our  end 
in  ever y  thing  we  do. 

Paul  exprefled  the  genuine  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  when,  with 
a  dignity^  becoming  the  chara&p  of  an  Apoftle,  he  thus 
wrote  to  tpe  Philippi  ins  :  I  would  ye  (hould  underftand,  bre¬ 
thren,  that  the  things  which  happened  unto  me  have  fal  en 
out  rather  to  the  furtherance  of  the  gofpel  :  fo  that  my 
bonds  in  Chrift  are  mapifeft  in  all  the  palace,  and  in  all  other 
places  ;  and  many  of  the  brethren  in  the  Lord  waxing  confi¬ 
dent  by  my  bonds,  are  much  more  bold  to  fpeak  the  word 
without  fear*  Some  indeed  preach  Chpifl  even  of  envy  and 
itrife  $  and  fome  alfo  of  good  will.  1  he  one  preach  Chfift 
LC  of  contention,  not  fincerely,  fuppofing  to  add  afflidion  to  my 
u  bonds  :  but  the  other  of  love,  knowing  that  I  am  fet  for  the 
defence  of  the  gofpel*  What  then?  notwithftanding  every 
vyay,  whether  in  pretence,  or  in  trqth,  Chrift  is  preached  ; 
and  I  therein  do  rejoice.  For  I  know  that  this  fhall  turn 
,<r  ro  my  fa  1  vat  ion,  through  your  prayer,  and  the  fupply  of  the 
Spirit  of  Jefqs  Chrift,  according  to  my  earned  expectation, 
and  my  hope,  that  in  nothing  1  fhall  be  alhamed,  but  that 
with  all  boldnefs,  as  always,  fo  now  alfo  Chrift  fo  all  he  ?nag* 
nified  in  my  body,  whether  it  be  by  life  or  by  death.  For  to 
me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain  Philip,  i.  12 — 21. 
If  we  live  unto  the  Lord ,  we /fhall  not  feek  great  things  for  our. 
fel  ves*  Th  is  will  be  our  only  concern,  that  the  Lord  may  be 
magnified  in  us,  and  by  us,  either  by  our  doing  or  fullering; 
by  our  hfe,  or  by  our  death.  We  fhall  be  contented  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  any  ilation  his  wifdom  fhall  chqofe  for  us,  aiulftudy  to 
honour  him  in  that  ftation  by  the  diligent  performance  of  the 
duties  that  belong  to  it.  Though  we  occupy  the  meaneft  of- 
lice  in  his  family,  we  fhall  with  pleafurc  apply  ourfidves  to  the 
work  of  that  office,  without  repining  at  thofe  who  are  dignified 
with  a  higher  place  ;  nay,  inftead  of  looking  at  them  with  en¬ 
vy,  we  fhall  rejoice  to  behold  their  diligence  and  iuccefs.  If 
our  Lord  be  well  ferved,  if  much  woik  l)e  done,  that  will  fa. 

tisfy  us,  by  whatfoever  hands  the  work  is  carried  on. - We 

fhall  execute  what  falls  to  our  own  ihare  in  the  btft  manner 
we  can;  and  pray  for  larger  nieafures  of  grace  to  thefe  who 

have 
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Jj^ve  the  honour  to  be  employed  in  higher  pieces  of  fervke. 

dSbly,  To  live  unto  the  Lord ,  is  to  be  wholly  refigned  to  his 
difpoial  ;  bleffmg  him  at  all  times  in  adverlky  as  well  as  in 
prol'pericy*  making  him  as  welcome  to  take  from  us  as  to  give 
unto  us* 

How  well  our  Apoftle  had  learned  this  important  leflon,  ap¬ 
pears  from  his  own  words,  Philip,  iv.  12,  “  I  know  both  how 

to  be  abated,  and  I  know  how  to  abound  :  every  where, 

“  and  in  all  things  1  am  intruded,  both  to  be  full  and  to  be  hun- 
“  gry,  both  to  abound  and  to  fuffer  need.”  It  is  rebellion  a  gain  ft 
our  Lord  to  repine  at  any  of  his  difpenfations,  how  affiiding 
ibever.  What  have  we  that  we  did  not  receive  from  him  ?  and 
is  it  not  lawful  for  him  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own  ?  David, 
after  contemplating  the  heavens,  the  work  of  God’s  fingers,  the 
moon  and  the  liars  which  he  had  ordained,  breaks  forth  into 
this  exclamation,  Ffalm  8,  4*  u  What  is  man  that  thou  art 
44  mindful  of  him  ?  and  the  ion  of  man,  that  thou  vifiteft  him  ? 

6(  For  thou  hall  made  him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels,  and 
4*  halt  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honour  r”  He  there  ce¬ 
lebrates  the  goodnefs  of  God,  in  aligning  to  man,  at  his  firii 
creation,  fo  high  a  rank  among  the  variety  and  immerdity  of  his 
works.  The  form  of  expreffion  is  a  little  varied,  Pial.  cxliv. 
3.  where  lpeaking  of  God’s  condefcenfion  to  man  in  his  (alien 
and  degraded  (late,  he  faith,  u  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou 
*•  takeit  knowledge  of  him. ?  or  the  fon  of  man  that  thou  makeffc 
44  account  of  him  ?  Man  is  like  to  vanity  :  his  days  are  as  a 
44  lhadow  that  pallet h  away.”  This  reflection  arofe  from  the 
experience  he  had  of  God’s  unmerited  kindnefs  to  hinkelf, 
44  who  had  taught  his  hands  to  war  and  his  fingers  to  fight 
who  had  railed  him  from  the  (heep-fold  to  the  throne  of 
Ifrael,  and  had  “  iubdued  his  people  under  him.”  But  I  am 
per  fuaded  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  what  Job  faith,  (Job  vii. 
17,  18.)  is  more  linking  and  ernphatical  than  either  ot  thelormer 
two  ;  when,  in  the  deepell  adverfity,  he  exprelfcd  him  felt  thus  : 
“  What  is  man  that  thou  fhouldli  magnify  him  ?  and  that  thou 
4<  fhouidft  fet  thine  heart  upon  him  ?  and  that  thou  Ihouldft  vifit 
44  him  every  morning  and  try  him  every  nloment  — David 
lpeaking  of  the  Divine  benejicence}  calls  it  a  being  44  mindful” 
of  man,  and44  taking  knowledge  ’’  ol  man,  and  “  making  account” 
of  him  :  but  when  Job  (peaks  of  correBion  and  chaflifement, 
he  raifeth  his  llyle,  and  calls  it  God’s  “  magnifying  man”  and 
4*  ietung  his  heart”  upon  him.  He  wonders  God  Ihould  be» 
4 i  How  inch  attention  upon  a  (infill  creature  ,  that  he  Ihould 
Hoop  1©  low  as  to  become  his  phvfi  ian  ;  nay,  that  he  Ihould 
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viiit  hnri  e very  morning,  to  adminifter  medicine  for  the  recovery 
r  ,  1S  i  health.  affii&ing  his  body  for  the  good  of  his 

' n  ;h;,ls  h&ht  WiU  £he  true  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrift  view 
,  n>°«  diftreistul  events  of  divine  Providence.  Convinced 

. 'in  ^nows  what  is  good  for  him,  better  than  he  doth, 
!.e  Wl  kl*s  tiie  r°d>  and  make  every  difpenfation  welcome  :  and 
though  nature  may  (brink  a  little,  and  even  with  that  the  bitter 
cup  might  pafs  from  him,  yet  grace  will  teadi  him  to  conl'ent,. 

f  .n ,  1  pom  him  to  lay,  “  Neverthelefs  not  my  will,  but  thine 
be  done, 5 J  Once  more, 

S^b'y  hve  unto  the  Lord,  is  to  be  fo  thoroughly  devote 
eu  to  him,  as  to  account  that  we  live  not  at  all,  but  Tn  fo  far  as 
Ve  Jer  ve  him,  and  fhew  forth  his  praife. 

ihis,  I  apprehend,  exprefieth  the  true  fpirit  of  tha 
Apoitle  s  words.  He  reckoned  nothing  worthy  to  be  called 
living  that  was  not  fqbfervient  to  the  great  purpofe  for  which 
lire  was  bellowed*  He  meafured  his  rime,  not  by  days,  or 
months,  or  years  5  but  by  a:  fuccefiion  of  fervices  to  his  dear 
Maiter,  by  thofe  ads  of  obedience  he  was  enabled  to  perform* 
V;  hat  portions  of  tii^e  were  otherwife  employed,  he  did  not 
eiteem  to  be  living  at  all  ;  thefe  he  reckoned  among  the  vacan. 
cies  or  ^e>  Pke  the  hours  that  pafs  away  in  fl  ep,  which  is  the 
Knage  of  death.  The  true  Chriflian  prefers  one  day  in  the 
Courts  of  the  Lord  to  a  thouftnd  any  where  elfe,  and  would 

rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  houfe  of  his  God,  than  dwell  in 
tents  of  wickednefs*  \ 

I  bus  have  I  told  ybii  what  is  included  in  living  unto  the 
Lord •  1  lhall  now  proceed. 


H«  In  the  fecund  place,  to  apply  this  defcription  of  genuine 
Chriftianity  as  a  rneafure  or  (tandard  for  helping  us  to  judge  of 
our  fpiritual  condition.  For  this  end,  I  muft  beg  your  atten¬ 
tion,  and  the  anfwer  of  a  true  confcience,  to  the  following 
fpielbons*  h 

ijy  Of  what  weight  is  the  authority  of  God  in  ypur hearts? 

I  am  not  enquiring  whether  the  things  you  do  are  command, 
ed  by  God.  I  formerly  obferved  that  there  may  be  a  deception 
here.  God  enjoins  many  things  as  duty,  to  which  human  na¬ 
ture  even  in  its  prefen t  Fate,  feeleth  no  averfion  :  for  our  apof- 
ucy  was  chiefly  from  Godhimfelf ;  and  though  feme  fierce  and 
unfocial  paifions  have  fprung  from  this  bitrer  root,  yet,  in  the 
main,  we  are  not  naturally  difaffe&ed  to  our  fellow. men,  but 
rather  difpofed  to  $ilh  them  well,  and  even  zc  do  them  good, 
i  ,  1  provided 
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ivided  our  perfonal  intered  be  not  hurt  by  it.  And  ihere- 
e  no  man  can  bo  faid  with  certainty  to  live  unto  the  Lord? 
rely  becauie  he  performs  the  common  offices  of  juftice,  hu- 
nity,  and  beneficence,  towards  others  with  whom  he  is  con. 
$ed  :  for  theie  things  have  a  comelinefs  in  them  that  is  ob. 
us  to  the  dimmed;  eye  5  they  are  of  good  report  among  all 
n  ;  and  in  mod  cafes  a  man  cannot  ferve  himielf  more  ef- 
tually  than  by  pra&ifing  them.  But  if  he  pra&ife  them 
rely,  or  even  principally,  to  promote,  his  own  intered,  he 
ft  not  pretend  that  he  hveth  unto  the  Lord  :  he  only  ferves 
ifelf,  and  mud  therefore  be  left  to  reward  himfelf  as  he  can. 
he  do  not  mean  to  ferve  the  Lord,  if  he  do  not  acd  from  love 
1  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  he  can  have  no  ground  to  expe<S 
f  reward  at  his  hand. 

'idly ,  Whom  do  you  feek  to  pleafe,  and  whofe  approbation  do 
j  principally  covet  ? 

If  you  only,  or  even  chiefly,  court  the  applaufe  of  men,  it  is 
in  that  you  do  not  live  unto  the  Lord.  “  We  labour,’7  faith 
;  Apodle  Paul,  in  the  name  of  all  true  believers,  “  that  whe¬ 
ther  prefen t  or  abfent,  we  may  be  accepted  of  Ohrid;”  2 
r.  v.  9. — The  Pharifees  gave  much  alms  ;  thy  were  fre- 
snt,  and  loud,  and  long  in  their  prayers  :  but  they  did  all 
to  be  feen  oi  men  •”  and  iherefore  our  Lord  dyled  them  hy- 
writes ,  and  denounced  many  awful  woes  againd  them.  I  am 
ilible  that  this  fpecies  of  hypocrify  is  not  the  difeafe  of  the 
Tent  age  ;  there  are  few  that  make  much  noife  about  their 
jyersor  their  alms  ;  and  there  are  dill  fewer,  I  fuppofe.  that 
a  juftly  be  charged  with  excefs  in  either  :  fo  that  a  caution 
aind  being  righteous  overmuch  feems  quite  fuperfluous.  But 
1  you  difeover  nothing  in  yourfelves  that  is  akin  to  this  hypo- 
fy  ?  Are  you  as  ready  to  perform  the  mod  felf  denying 
ties,  as  thole  that  are  accompanied  with  immediate  pleafure  or 
vantage  ?  Are  you  the  fame  in  fecret  that  you  appear,  or 
lb  to  appear,  in  public  ?  Or  rather,  do  you  not  fuit  yourbe. 
viour  to  the  humour  of  the  times  ?  Can  you  charge  your- 
ives  with  no  indances  of  a  timid  compliance  with  the  prevail. 
g  maxims  and  manners  of  the  world  ?  Hath  not  fajhion  fome 
?ight  with  you  to  draw  you  into  many  things  which  you  do 
>t  inwardly  approve  r  and  are  you  not  often  redrained  from 
>ing  what  confeience  tells  you  ought  to  be  done,  by  the  fear  of 
:urring  the  ridicule  and  cenfure  of  others,  even  ofthofe 
horn,  in  your  hearts,  you  do  not,  and  cannot,  edeem  ?  if  fo, 
en  thefe  very  hearts  mud  tedify  againd  you,  that  hitherto 
»u  have  not  been  lwing*nnto  the  Lord . 

3  dJy> 


yHy,  What  regard  do  you  feel  for  the  honour  of  your  Lord  ? 
Are  you  willing  to  become  any  thing,  to  do  any  thing,  and  to 
fuffer  any  thing  for  his  fake  ?  Are  you  contented  to  ferve  hint 
in  the  rneaneft  ftation  in  his  family  ?  or  if  you  afpire  to  an  high¬ 
er  place,  is  it  iolely  to  enlarge  your  fphere  of  ufefulnefs,  that 
you  may  labour  more  abundantly,  and  ferve  him  to  greater  ad¬ 
vantage,  than  your  prefent  inferior  intuition  will  permit  * 
When  we  fee  you  climbing  upwards  as  fall  as  you  can,  may  we 
really  fuppoie  that  this  is  your  aim  ? — That  it  ought  to  be  your 
aim,  is  obvious  ;  for  he  who  came  not  to  be  miniftered  unto, 
but  to  mioifter,  keeps  no  idle  attendants  about  his  perfon  for 
mere  parade  and  fhow.  Earthly  princes,  who  are  made  of  the 
iame  materials  with  other  men,  need  many  external  appenda¬ 
ges  to  eke  them  out,  as  it  were,  and  to  give  them  bulk  and  im¬ 
portance  in  the  eye  of  the  world  ;  bathe  who  made  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  infinitely  difdains  to  borrow  any-ftgnificancy  from 
the  workimnfhip  of  his  own  hands.  The  angels  that  excel  in 
llrength,  do  his  commandments,  hearkening  unto  the  voice  of 
his  word  :  the  highell  leraph  hath  this  talk  :  t€  They  are  all 
“  miniftcring  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  rninifter  for  them  who  fhali 
“  be  heirs  of  falvation.”  And  can  any  of  the  Tons  of  men 
be  fo  befooled  by  temporal  profperity,  as  to  imagine,  that  any 
httie  elevation  they  can  attain  on  thisfootffool,  relaxes  their  ob¬ 
ligation  to  ferve  God  fo  ftridtly  as  meaner  men  do  ?  They  may 
imagine  it  ;  and  when  we  furvey  the  upper  ranks  of  life,  we 
find  too  juft  caufe  to  fufpeft,  that  this  abfurd  and  impious  con- 
ceit  is  entertained  by  many  :  but  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs 
hath  affined  us,  “  that  unto  whomfoever  much  is  given,  of  them 
“  much  will  be  required and  that  the  greater  talent,  if  not 
faithfully  improved,  fhali  only  heighten  the  condemnation  of  its 
pofleflor,  and  entitle  him  to  more  and  heavier  llripes.  Once 
more  let  me  alk 

4 tbly.  What  is  it  that  gives  the  higheft  value  to  every  thing 

in  your  efteem  ?  # 

One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the  Lord,”  faid  David  and 

“  that  will  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  all  the  days  of  triy  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
“  Lord,  and  to  enquire  in  his  temple.”—"  1  count  all  things 
<•  but  lofs,”  faid  the  holy  Apoftle  Paul,  “  for  the  excellency 
of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Loid  ;  for  whom  I 
i(  have  fullered  the  lofs  ot  ail  things,  and  do  count  them  but 
dung  that  I  may  win  Chrift.”  If  you  are  fincerely  devot¬ 
ed  to  the  Lord  Redeemer,  you  will  value  other  things  in  exaft 

proportion  to  their  connexion  with  him,  and  the  i  elation  they 

bear 
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'bear  to  him.  You  will  prefer  the  Bible  to  all  other  books  be- 
'caufeit  is  the  word,  the  teftament,  oi  your  Lord.  \  ou  v.  l 
rejoice  at  every  return  of  the  Sabbath,  becaufe  H  is  the  Lord  j 
You  will  delight  in  his  faints,  and  account  them  the 
«  excellent  ones  in  the  earth,”  becaufe  they  aie  dear  to  your 
Lord,  and  bear  his  image.  Prayer  will  be  your  fweeteft  emer  - 
tainment,  becaufe  it  is  the  means  of  correfpondence  and  n  ter- 
courfe  with  your  Lord ,  And  doing  ?J>od  to  the  bo 

snore  efpecially  to  the  ioifls  of  men,  w.  '  rc  u*  ^  J  Lend 

the  molt  pleafant  and  honourable  employment,  became  ■  - 

ersyou  rlroft  like  unto  your  Lord ,  “  who  went  a^out  doing 
good,”  leaving-  us  an  example  that  we  flrould  follow  his  ftep* 
And  thus  will  you  eftimate  all  other  things. 

Thefe,  and'fuch  like  queftions,  I  would  have  you  to  put  to 
your  own  hearts,  as  in  the  prefence  of  tnat  God  who  is  already 
perfedly  acquainted  with  you ;  .who  will  fhortly  carle  you  to 
Low  yourfelves,  and  will  make  all  others  to  know  you  too,  m 
that  day  when  every  difguife  Jhall  be  torn  off,  and  your  real 
character  fhall  be  publithed  in  the  preiencc  o.  an  ausmb.ed 

world. 

I  shill  conclude  this  difeourfe  with  reminding  you  of  thofe 
peculiar  obligations  that  lie  upon  all  who  name  the  name  o, 
thrift,  to  live  unto  the  Lord  in  the  manner  I  have  endeavoured 

to  deferibe.  , 

tj}3  Unlefswe  live  unto  the  Lord,  we  fiiall  counteract  the  ve¬ 
ry  defign  of  that  marvellous  love  he  hath  maniiefled  towards  us* 
in  giving  himfelf  an  offering  for  US  and  iaerifice  to  God  for  a 
fweet-fmelling  favour.  45  He  bore  our  fins  in  his  own  body  ou 
u  the  tree,  that  we  being  dead  to  lin,  fhould  live  unto  right- 

«c  eoufnefs/’ - 44  He  gave  himfelf  for  us,  tnat  he  might 

deem  us  from  all  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar 

«  people,  zealous  of  good  works/' - He  died  for  ail,  t/n.  . 

««  they  who  live, ”  by  the  merit  of  his  death  fhould  not  hence- 
<?<  forth  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  who  died  fen  them* 
<<  and  rofe  again/*  This  is  fo  much  infilled  upon  in  the 
Teflatnent  writings*  that  the  Socinians  have  reprefented  it  as  taut 
Jo!e  end  for  which  our  Lord  both  lived  and  died.  But  though 
we  juftly  maintain,  in  oppofition  to  them,  that  tiie  death  of 
Chriil  was,  in  the  ftridlefl  propriety  of  language,  a  true  pt°~ 
pitiatory  facrihce  for  expiating  the  guilt  of  fin,  and  rendering 
the  e^ercife  of  mercy  to  the  firmer  confident  with  the  holineis 
and  jufticc  of  God  ;  yet  in  expreffing  our  abhorrence  of  their 
error,  we  mull  beware  of  running  into  the  oppofite  extxeme 
V  OU  II.  K  ,  ^ 
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for  nothing  can  be  more  clearly  aflerted  in  the  oracles  of  truth, 
*  a“  (d‘at  ‘‘  theSon  of  God  was  manifefted  for  thispurpofe^ 
that  he  mightdeftroy  the  works  of  the  devil;”  or,  in  other 
words,  that  he  might  prepare  men  for  heaven,  by  the  fajictifv- 
tng  influences  of  his  Spirit,  as  well  as  that  he  might  purchafe  a 
heaven  for  them  by  the  merit  of  his  blood.  And  it  deferves 
pamcular  notice,  that  though  the  main  difficulty,  the  firft  preach¬ 
ers  of  Chriftianity  had  to  ftruggle  with  among  their  own  coun¬ 
trymen,  was  to  bring  them  off  from  a  proud  dependence  upon 
their  own  righteoufnefs,  that  they  might  rely  upon  Chrift  alone 
lor  pardon  and  acceptance  ;  yet  in  declaring  this  de&rine,  they 
never  ailed  to  eftablifh  the  infeparable  conne£tioir  between  faith 
and  holinefs,  left  any  fhould  turn  the  grace  of  God  unto  wan- 
ton  nets,  and,  by  claiming  the  privileges  of  the  gofpel  while 

they  refufed  fubjedHon  to  its  laws;  fhould  teprefent  Chrift  as  the 
minifter  of  fin. 

2 d/h  We  are  further  obliged  to  live  unto  the  Lord ,  as  we  re- 
gaid  the  honour  of  our  Mailer,  and  the  credit  of  that  laving 
religion  which  he  taught.  For  hereby  we  mod  effedlually  flop 
the  mouths  of  gainfayers,  and  cut  off  occafion  from  thofe  that 
elehre  occafion  to  biafphemc  that  worthy  name  by  which  we  arc 
called  ;  prefenting  to  their  view  a  convincing  proof,  that  Chrif¬ 
tianity  is  an  effedlual  means  of  falvation,  and  that  Chrift  is  tru¬ 
ly  and  properly  a  Saviour.  The  death  > of  Chrift  appears  to 
nave  a  mighty  efficacy  indeed,  when  it  maketh  thofe  that  be¬ 
lieve  on  him  to  die  unto  fin.  And  it  is  impoffible  tb  doubt,  that 
he  is  alive,  and  hath  all  power  committed  to  him  in  heaven  and 
in  earth,  when  he  vifibly  lives  in  his  members  by  his  all-con¬ 
quering  grace, .  and  caufeth  them  to  live  unto  him  :  Whereas  a 
contrary  behaviour  doth  the  greateft  poffible  injury  to  the  caufe 
of  truth,  furnifhing  the  world  with  a  handle  to  fay,  that  Chrif¬ 
tianity  is  nothing  more  than  an  airy  fpeculation,  and  that  the 
religion  of  Jefus  is  of  no  elfedl  towards  reforming  the  hearts 
and  lives  of  its  profefiors. 

3 dly>  I  Fhall  only  add,  that  We  are  bound  to  live  in  the  man¬ 
ner  I  deferibed  by  the  ftrifteft  ties  of  jufticeand  equity.  “  Y'e 
“  are  not  your  own,”  faith  our  Apoftle,  i  Cor.  vi.  19,  20, 
ct  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price.”  From  whence  he  draws 
this  pra&ical  inference,  “  Therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body, 

,c  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  are  God’s.”  As  creatures  who 
derived  their  being  from  God,  we  are  bound  to  love  him  with 
all  our  heart,  and  to  ferve  him  to  the  utmoft  extent  of  the  pow¬ 
ers  he  hath  given  us.  But  his  redeeming  grace  brings  us  under 
a  new  and  ft  ill  more  endearing  obligation  to  his  fervice.  When 

we 
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we  had  deftroyed  ourfelves,  &  lay  expofed  to  all  the  dreadful  ef- 
fe&s  of  his  righteous  difpleafure,  having  no  eye  to  pity,  and  no 
hand  that  could  help  us,  then  did  he  pity  us,  and  his  own 
arm  brought  falvation.  He  ifiued  forth  the  gracious  commands 
“  deliver  them  from  going  down  to  the  pit,  for  I  have  found 
a  ranfom.^  And  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Lamb  flam*’  in  decree  (c  from  the  foundation  of 
“  the  world,”  appeared  in  our  nature;  and  with  the  infinite 
price  of  his  own  precious  blood  redeemed  us  from  the  hand  of 
juftice,  and  purchafed  for  us  complete  and  everlafting  falvation. 
And  now,  with  what  face  can  we  decline  his  fervice,  or  ref ufe 
fubjection  to  any  of  his  laws  ?  It  is  purely  by  his  merit  that  we 
live  at  all  :  and  fhall  we  reckon  it  grievous  to  walk  by  his  di¬ 
rection  ?  Surely  nothing  can  appear  more  juft  and  equitable, 
than  that  he  who  bought  us  fhould  poflefs  us,  and  that  the  ran- 
fpmed  fhould  be  entirely  devoted  to  their  Redeemer. 

Let  thefe  confideiations  prevail  with  us  to  live  unto  him ,  who 
(<  died,  and  role,  and  revived,  that  he  might  be  Lord  both  of 
the  dead  and  living.  And  while  we  look  up  to  him  for  that 
divine  aid,  which  he  hath  not  only  encouraged  us  to  alk,  but 
commanded  us  to  expect,  let  us  go  forward  in  his  ftrength,  ma¬ 
king  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  even  of  his  only  ;  that 
when  we  aie,  we  may  fall  afleep  in  that  Jefus,  unto  whom  we 
now  live,  and  commit  our  bodies  to  the  duft,  in  the  allured  hope 
qf  a  glorious  refurretion  ;  when  that  promife  fhall  be  fulfilled 
in  its  largeft  extent,  “  If  any  man  ferve  me,  let  him  follow 
€C  me  ;  and  where  I  amy  there  Jhall  alfo  my  fervant  be.  If  anv 
man  ^rve  me*  him  will  my  Father  honour.”  Amen. 
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Cefttng  all  your  care  upon  him,  for  he  caret h  for  joty 

EXHORTATIONS  of  this  kind,  which  frequently  occur 
in  the  facred  Scriptures,  reprefent  our  holy  religion  in  the 
moll  amiable  light.'  It  appears,  in  all  refpeGs,  fuitedtoour 
prefent  neceffities,  and  friendly  to  our  higheft,  our  moft  im¬ 
portant  interefts.  How  deplorable  would  be  the  hate  of  men, 
upon  earth,  were  they  left  to  ftruggle  in  their  own  ftrength  with 
the  trials  and  fufferings  to  which  they  are  eonanually  expoit  » 
In  prosperity,  when  the  mind  is  vigorous  and  undifturbed.  Rear 
[on  may  difeover  a  variety  of  arguments  for  bearing  affliftion 
with  patience  and  fortitude  }  and  may  even  fugged  feme  topic, 
of  confoiation,  which  in  the  difiant  view  of  adverhty,  feemto, 
promife  a  fesfonable  and  efFe&ual  relief  :  but  tnefe  ase  rat.K 
fpecious  than  folid  5  and  when  brought  to  the  teft,  have 1  always 
been  complained  of  as  feeble  and  unavailing,  i  r.c  be.,  01  t-  » 
are  thofe  which  lead  opr  thoughts  upwarus  to  the  Suprcm. 
Difpofer  of  all  events,  the  wife  and  righteous  Governor  of  t-.t, 
world.  But  as  it  is  impoffible  for  a  creature  confcious  01  guilt, 
to  feparate  the  idea  of  punifhment  from  (offering,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  conceive  how  the  mere  perfuafion,  that  our  fuffermgs  proceed 
from  one  who  is  incapable  of  doing  wrong,  fhould  yieH  us  any 
Won,  unlefs  we  were  aiTured,  that  while  he  pumfheth  our 
fms  he  is  at  the  fmie  time  willing  to  be  reconciled  to  us  ;  nay, 
that  the  cotredion  itfelf  is  the  fruit  of  his  love,  and  grac.oui  y 
Intended  for  the  cure  of  our  fouls.  But  here  Reafon  unaffin 
ed  is  unable  to  move  one  Hep  upon  firm  ground  ,  and  10  . 

it  could,  yet  as  the  mind  itfelf  is  too  commonly  unhinged  and 
broken  by  adttrfi.y,  any  aid  riant  depended  upon  a  procel,  of 
reafonm-  would  come  by  far  too  flow  to  our  relief.  i 

<<  fpirit  of  a  man  wi!^  fuftain  his  infirmity  ;  but  a  wounded 

In  this  diftreffed  fituation,  when  every  other  refuge  fails,  di 
vine  revelation  comes  feafonably  to  our  affiftance.  So  bright  are 
the  object  s  it  prefents  to  our  view,  that  they  prevent  the  labour 
of  a  tedious  inquiry  :  The  mind  fees  them  at  once  an 
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«reaf!v  difturbed,  can  with  eafe  difcoyer  both  the,r  nature  and 
tl  eir  ufe.  The  import  of  a  {hiking  fad  is  much  fooner  com- 
Irehended  than  the  torce  of  an  argument.  Thus  when  we  are 
fold  that  «  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up 
!«  to  the  death  for  us,”  «  no  fooner  hear  and  believe  the  faff, 
than  we  are  fufficiently  prepared  to  draw  the  fame  conclufion 
from  it  that  Paul  did,  “  How  {hall  he_  not  with  him  alfo 
«  freely  give  us  all  things  i»  But  the  Scriptures  do  not  fto? 
here  •  they  not  only  relate  what  God  hath  already  done,  and 
thereby  furnilh  us  with  proofs  of  his  mercy  and  grace  ;  they 
hkewife  contain  explicit  declarations  of  what  he  hath  purpofed 
Ltd  determined  to  do.  They  abound  with  great  and  precious 
promifes,  confirmed  by  the  oath  of  an  unchangeable  God, 
l  that  by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  .s  ^poffibiefor 
.<  God  to  lie,  they  may  have  a  itrong  confoiatton,  who  ha/e  fl-d 
«  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet  before  them. 

Of  this  kind  is  the  argument  with  which  the  A^oftle  P'cTeth 
the  exhortation  in  my  text,  Cajiing  all  your  care  upon  God,  faith 
he,  for  he  careth  for  you.  Nothing  can  be  more  Ample  ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  nothing  can  be  more  perfiia.ive.  No  acute- 
nefs  is  requifite  for  difeovenng  the  meaning  of  the  argument. 
And  then  its  ftrength  is  irrefiftible  :  “  dor  if  God  oe  with  us, 
«  who  can  be  againft  us  ?”  If  the  great  Lord  of  heaven  and 

earth  vouchfafe  to  become  our  friend,  nay,  our  guardian,  then 

furely,  with  a  cheerful  and  unreferved  confidence,  we  may  re- 
fira  ourfelves  wholly  to  his  difpofal  and  government.  1  ne  ob¬ 
jects  of  his  paternal  care  muft  always  be  fafe  ;  no  real  evil  can 
befal  them,  neither  (hall  any  thing  that  is  truly  good  be  withheld 
from  them. _ But  to  whom  doth  the  Apo.t.e  adureis  his  ex- 

This  qu'eftion  is  of  importance,  and  muft  be  anfwered  m  the 

J  Secondly,  I  {hall  lay  open  the  nature  and  extent  o* the  duty 
here  enjoined,  and  {how  what  is  included  in  cajhng  all  our  care 

Thirdly ,  I  {hall  illuftrate  the  propriety  and  ftrength  of  the 
niotive  with  which  the  exhortation  is  enforced,  God  careth  jor 

1  And  then  dirc£t  you  to  the  prafdical  improvement  of  the 
£ubje£l. 

Nothing  would  give  me  greater  pleafure,  tnan  to  lay  to  e\e- 
ry  one  that  hears  me,  Thou  art  the  perfon  who  art  invited  to 

cmfi  thy  care  upon  God  :  hut  it  is  truth,  and  not  inclination,  that 

■*  L  muic 
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coinarw  S  f  1  rfa>  -Ta  great  prophet  of  the  Church 
compares  the  office  of  a  muufter  to  that  of  a  fieward,  whof* 

buuneis  it  is  to  feed  thofe  committed  to  his  care,  by  giving  un-' 
SiSh  nU  h,%VTT  m-e,atr  “  due  feafon-”  A  pramifcueiw.' 

diltribution  of  the  bread  ot  life,  is  not  merely  unprofitable,  but 

'n  “®a7  ucafes  nurtfld>  the  fouls  of  men  :  and  give  me  leave 
to  add,  that  in  no  cafe  is  it  more  likely  to  be  hurtful,  than  when 
the  fubjeu,  like  the  prefent  one,  is  foothing  and  agreeable.— . 

And  therefore,  that  this  word  of  truth  may  be  rightly  divided, 
Jt  Will  be  neceffarv,  ° 

I.  In  t htfirft  place.  To  inquire  who  the  perfons  are  to  whom 
the  exhortation  may  properly  be  addrelfed. 

It  is  certain,  that  as  there  are  privileges  peculiar  to  fan&ified. 
believers,  fo  Mere  are  many  duties  enjoined  in  Scrinture,  which 
th '  ,I”Pcnitent  and  unbelieving  are  incapable  of  performing  ; 
ana,  I  apprehend,  there  is.no  duty  whatfoever  that  lies  farther 
beyond  their  reach,  than  the  exercife  of  truft  and  hope  in  God  5, 
ever7  part  of  his  word  denounces  wrath  againft  them  fo 
-or‘S  38  t|5e7  Peri,ift  in  their  rebellion  and  enmity.  “  God  is  an- 
“  grv  with  the  wicked  every  day.  He  hath  bent  his  bow,  and 
“  made  11  rcad7  ;  he  hath  alfo  prepared  for  him  the  inftruments 
“  .  c‘eat“-”  And  therefore,  to  perfons  of  this  charadter,  a 

previous  exhortation  is  neceffary.  I  muft  addrefs  you  in  the 
words  of  Eliphaz  to  Job,  “  Acquaint  now  thyfelf  wjth  God,  and 
“  be  at  peace,  and  hereby  good  flaa.Il  come  unto  yon.’’  At  pre¬ 
fent  my  text  doth  not  fpeak  to  you  at'  all.  If  you  look  back  to 
the  foregoing  part  of  this  epiftle,  you  will  fee  the  perfons  dc- 
fyribed  whom  the  apoftle  had  in  his  eye.  He  doth  not  write  to 
all  promifcuoufly,  but  “  to  the  elect,  according  to  the  fore 
knowledge  or  God  the  Father,  through  fandtification  of  the 
c‘  Spirit  unto  obedience,  and  fprinklingof  the  blood  of  Chrift.’’. 
He  writes  to  thofe,  “  who  are  born  again,  not  of  corruptible 
“  feed,  but  of  incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God,  which  liv- 
“  eth  and  abideth  for  ever.”  He  addraffeth  his  exhortation  to 
believers  in  Chrilt  Jefus,  “  w'10  loved  him  though  unfeen,”  ha- 
vmg  tailed  of  his  grace  ;  whom  he  difting-uilheth  by  the  honour¬ 
able  appellations  of  «  a  chofcn  generation,  a  royal  priefthood,  a 
“  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,”  Thefe  are  the  objects  of 
God’s  paternal  care;  and  they  only  are  qualified  to  cajl  their 
card  upon  him . 

I  fpeak  not  thus  to  drive  any,  even  the  worft  of  you,  away 
from  God,  or  to  difeourage  your  application  to  him  when 
trouble  overtake g  you,  A  time  of  difl^rqfs  is  a  very  proper  fea¬ 
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fen  for  fecking  acquaintance  with  God.  Sis  rod  hath  a  voice 
as  well  as  his  word,  and  both  fpeak  the  fame  language,  «  Turn 
«  ye,  turn  ye,  why  will  ye  die  ?”  All  I  affirm  is,  that  you 
cannot  cnjl  your  care  upon  God  till  your  acquaintance  with  him 
be.  begun  ;  and  by  teiiing  you,  that  the  faints  are  pcfleffed  of 
privileges  which  at  prefent  do  not  belong  to  you,  my  foie  aim 
is,  “  to  provoke  you  to  jealoufy,”  as  Paul  expreffeth  it,  and  to 
make  you  ambitious  to  call  in  your  lot  with  “  thefe  excellent 
“  one_s  the  earth,”  that  ye  alfo  may  partake  of  their  joy— 
"  This  is  the  command  of  God,”  and  the  firft  in  order  under 
the  gofpel-difpenfaticn,  that  we  believe  on  the  name  of  his 
Son  Jems  Chrift  j  J  and  it  is  oniy  in  confequence  of  our  obe¬ 
dience  to  this  command,  that  we  obtain  an  filtered:  in  the  bleffings 
he  hath  purcnaied.  Chrift  is  that  unfpeakable  comprehenfive 
gift,  in  which  all  other  gifts  are  virtually  included.*  It  is  our 
thankful  acceptance  of  the  Mediator  of  the  covenant,  that  both 
manifefts  our  claim  to  the  promifes  of  the  covenant,  and  ouali- 
fies  us  to  perform  the  duties  it  requires.  -From  this  account  of 
the  perfons  who  are  invited  to  cajt  their  care  uton  God,  we  fhall^ 

’’with  greater  eafe  and  certainty,  difeover, 


‘II.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  duty  'itfelf;  which  is  the 
fecund  thing  I  propofed  to  illuftrate. 

It  differs  entirely  in  its  nature  from  that  careleffnefs  and  in- 
enfibihty  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  too  generally  indulge. 
Many  indeed  enjoy  a  fatal  tranquility,  having  no  concern  at  all 
aoout  their  eternal  interefts.  Their  inquiries  are  abundantly 
Anxious  with  regard  to  the  things  of  a  prefent  life ;  faying. 
What  fliall  we  eat,  and  what  lhall  we  drink,  and  wherewith¬ 
al  mall  we  be  clothed  ?”  But  they  were  never  brought  in  good 
earneft  to  adc  the  infinitely  more  interefting  queftion,  “  What 
a  we  do  to  be  laved  ?”  Or  if  at  any  time  a  ferious  thought, 
tending  to  this  inquiry,  force  itfelf  upon  their  minds,  they  im¬ 
mediately  encounter  it  with  a  prefumptuous  hope  of  the  divine 
mercy,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade  themfelves,  by  fomc  falla¬ 
cious  reafonmgs,  that  it  may  be  well  with  them  at  laft,  tliaugh 
they  go  on  in  their  trefpaffes.  Now  the  faith  of  fuch  perfons 
i,  not  on  y  dead  in  itfelf,  but  likewife  poifonous  and  killing  to 
tneir  louls.  ihey  are  perifliing,  and  will  not  believe  it,  tilfthe 
unquenchable  fire  awaken  them  from  their  fecurity,  and  put  it 
out  of  their  power  to  deceive  themfelves  any  longer.  We  mull 
«ot  calt  our  work  upon  God,  and  prefume  that  he  will  fave  us 
tn  the  way  of  floth  and  carnal  indulgencies  :  on  the  contrary, 
We  are  commanded  “  to  work  out  our  own  falvation  with  fear 
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«  and  trembling.”  It  is  only  “  in  well-doing’  that  w  «n  t*. 

«<  pularly  commit  the  keeping  of  cur  louls  to  God/'  as  the  apol- 
tle  hath  tanght  us  in  the  clofe  o  f  the  preceding  chapter.  V\  e 
are  exhorted  to  call  our  care  upon  him,  not  that  we  may  enjoy 
thebafe  reft  of  the  iluggard,  “who  defireth  and  hath  nothing* 
«  becaufe  his  hands  refufe  to  labour  /’  but  that,  having  got 
our  hearts  enlarged,  and  freed  from  a  load  that  prefled  them 
down,  we  may  quicken  our  pace,  and  run  with  greater  alacrity 

in  the  way  of  God*s  commandments,  .  .  .  , 

The  character  of  the  perfons  to  whom  this  exhortation  is  a  - 
dreffed,  doth  likewife  ferve  to  limit  the  extent  of  the  duty.  It 
is  not  every  fort  of  care  that  we  are  invited  or  permitted  to  call 
upon  God;  but  only  the  care  of  thofe  things  which  the  Chriftian 
dare  avow  in  the  prefence  of  his  Father,  &  humbly  a(k  of  him 
by  prayer  and  fupplication.  We  read,  Matth.  xym  at  the  be¬ 
ginning,  that  the  difciples  of  our  Lord  came  to  him  m  a  body, 
inquirin'*  which  of  them  fhould  be  «  greatejl  m  the  kingdom  of 
«  heaven.”  This  was  a  vain  felf  interefted  anxiety,  to  which 
our  Lord  gave  a  {harp  and  fudden  '  check,  by  telling  them  in 
plain  terms,  that  till  they  fhould  lay  af.de  that  ambitious  care, 
they  were,  not  fit  to  poffefs  the  lewejl  place  in  his  kingdom. 
“  He  called  a  little  child  unto  him,  and  fethiminthe  midft  of 
«  them,  and  faid.  Verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  that  except  ye  be 
“  converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  fhall  not  enter 
“  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” - We  have  an  account  of 


c*  into  tnc  LiLcikikHu  ^ *■  “vat . 
another  very  careful  many  Luke  xii.  16 — where  is  pic^ 
^drawn  wkh  inimitable  (Length.  He  is  reprefented  in  a  mu- 
fin-  pofture,  thinking  within  himfelf,  and  faying,  “  W  hat 
“  fhall  I  do  ?”  The  queftion  betrays  the  greatelt  uneafinefs  and 
perplexity.  A  poor  ftarvir.g  beggar,  who  had  not  a  movie  o 
B  nt  knew  where  to  find  it,  could  have  faid  nothing  more 
exprefiive  of  diftruft  and  anxiety.  And  what  do  you  ital  y 
think  ailed  this  man  ?  Did  he  want  bread  .  quite  the  conti  aiy. 
he  h  d  got  too  much  :  his  barns  were  not  large  enough  to ,  con- 
Sn  the  product  of  his  ground  :  “  I  have  no  room,’  faid  he* 
u  where  to  bellow  my  fruits.”  And  it  was  this  that  made  him 
cry  out,  “What  fhall  I  do  ?”  If  you  defire  any  further  in- 
formation  concerning  him  you  will  find  it  at -erfe  20 ,  «  But 

W  God  faid  unto  him,  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  h, a.  b- 
«  required  of  thee  :  then  whofe  fhall  thofe  things  be  which 
“  thou  haft  provided  ?”  It  would  appear,  that  his  fitua non  with 
rrfpca  to  an  heir  was  fimilar  to  what  Solomon  defenbes,  Ec- 
def.  iv.  8.  “  There  is  one  alone  and  ^ere  is  not  a  fecoii  ^ , 


t  yea,  he  hath  neither  child,  nor.  brother :  yet  there  is  no  end 
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Cf  all  his  labour/'  &c.  But  whatever  became  of  his  fruits > 
Vve  know  that  his  folly  proved  a  lading  edate,  for  it  continues  to 
be  the  inheritance  of  many  at  this  day.  I  believe  there  are 
numbers  among  ourfelves,  whofe  minds  are  continually  on  the 
rack,  fo  that  they  cannot  deep,  with  laying  ichemes  about  the 
Hierefl  trifles  in  the  worid.  In  this  age  of  gaiety  and  frivolous 
odentation,  I  make  no  doubt,  that  the  fuperduities  of  dreis* 
furniture,  equipage,  and  the  like,  employ  the  thoughts  of  the 
rich  (or  of  people  of  fafhion,  whether  they  be  trich  or  not) 
us  anxioufly,  as  the  clothing  that  is  necefiary  to  cover  their  -na¬ 
ked  nefs  employs  the  thoughts  of  the  poor  and  deditute.  It  is 
the  care  of  fome  to  overtop  their  neighbours  :  it  is  the  care  of 
others  to  over-reach  at  gaming  ;  and  indeed  the  mind  of  a 
gamefter  mud  be  in  perpetual  fufpence  and  agitation. — Surely 
I  need  not  tell  you,  that  it  would  be  impious  to  cajl  fuch  cares 
upon  God .  We  are  not  at  liberty  to  choofe  at  random  whatsoe¬ 
ver  is  agreeable  to  fancy  or  appetite  ^  and,  when  our  paflions 
are  inflamed,  and  our  hearts  overcharged  with  difquietirig  cares, 
attempt  to  roll  thefe  over  upon  God*  We  muft  fird  examine 
the  object  of  our  defire,  whether  it  be  good  in  itfelf,  and  fit 
for  us  whether  it  be  confident  with  and  fubfervient  to  our  fpi- 
ritual  inter ed  :  and  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  ihall  appear  that  thefe 
qualifications  are  wanting,  we  mud  neither  cad  the  care  of  it 
upon  God,  nor  keep  it  to  ourfelves,  but  throw  it  away  altogeth¬ 
er  ;  praying,  "that  our  folly  may  be  forgiven,  our  difeafed  affec¬ 
tions  healed,  and  led  forth  to  other  objedls  more  worthy  of  our 
purfuit.  This  being  laid  down,  then,  as  a  fundamental  princU 
pie,  that  the  objeft  of  our  defire  mud  be  lawful  and  good,  the 
praclice  of  the  duty  which  my  text  recommends,  may  be  confi* 
dered  as  including  the  following  particulars. 

ifty  A  dedfad  perfuafion,  that  all  events  are  ordered  and 
directed  by  God  *,  that  we  and  all  our  intereds  are  continually 
in  his  hand  ;  and  that’nothing  can  beful  us  without  his  appoint¬ 
ment  or  per  million.  This  was  the  foundation  of  David’s  con¬ 
fidence,  when  he  faid,  “  Into  thine  hands  I  commit  my  fpirit  : 
f<  Thou  had  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth. — 1  have 
<c  heard  the  flander  of  many*,  fear  was  on  every  fide  while 
they  took  counfei  together  againd  me,  they  deviled  to  take 
away  my  life.  But  I  truded  in  thee,  O  Lord  :  I  faid,  Thou 
art  my  God,  my  times  are  in  thy  hand.”  Herein  lies  the 
difference  betwixt  the  judgment  of  fandliiicd  believers  and  that 
of  worldly  men  :  The  lad,  confining  their  views  to  the  objedls 
of  fenfc,  place  their  whole  dependence  upon  weak  and.  mutable 
creatures  like  themfelves.  They  court  the  foiiles,  and  trepbl 
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at  the  frowns,  of  thofe  who  are  raifed  a  little  above  them  $ 
and  have  no  higher  aim,  than  to  recommend  themfelves  to  the 
favour  and  prfjte&ion  of  fuch  perfons  as  are  moft  lik  ly  to 
gratify  their  ambition  and  covetoufnefs  ;  Whereas  the  believer, 
knowing  that  God  is  fupreme,  and  that  the  highed  creatures 
are  only  inflruments  which  he  employs  at  his  pleafure,  keeps  his 
eye  continually  fixed  upori  him,  and  hath  no  other  concern 
than  to  be  found  walking  in  thofe  ways  which  he  hath  appoint¬ 
ed  ;  being  fully  allured,  that  all  events  of  whatever  kind,  are 
ordered  by  his  reconciled  Father  in  Jefus  Chrift,  and  fhall  in¬ 
fallibly  work  together  for  his  fpiritual  improvement  in  this  (late 
©f  difeipline,  and  iffue  in  his  complete  and  everlading  felicity. 

2dlyy  To  enji  our  care  upon  Gody  is  to  make  his  will  the  guide 
and  meafure  $f  ours.  We  may  defire,  we  may  alk,  what  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  good  in  its  own  nature,  and  conducive  either  to  our 
comfort  or  ufefulnefs  in  a  prefent  world  \  we  may  lawfully  wifh 
to  be  delivered  from  trouble,  to  enjoy  health  of  body,  compo- 
fure  and  cheerful nefs  of  mind,  the  pleafures  of  virtuous  friend- 
Ihip,  and  a  competent  portion  of  the  good  things  of  this  life; 
but  ftill  we  mufl  defire  and  afk  thefe  bleflings  with  due  fubmif- 
fionto  the  will  of  God,  leaving  it  entirely  to  his  unerring  wif- 
dom  to  give  or  to  with-hold  them,  as  feemeth  good  unto  him- 
felf.  We  have  a  lovely  example  of  this  temper  in  the  behaviour 
of  David,  upon  a  very  trying  occafion.  When  the  unexpe&ed 
rebellion  of  his  unnatural  fon  Abfalorn,  which  threatened  him 
with  the  immediate  lofs,  not  of  his  crown  only,  but  alfo  of  his 
life,  obliged  him  to  leave  Jerufalem  in  hade  ;  we  arc  told,  that 
among  the  few  that  accompanied  him  in  his  flight  toward  the 
wildernefs,  was  Zadock  the  Pried,  and  with  him  all  the  Le- 
vites,  bearing  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  God.  In  this  time  of 
great  didrefs,  when  his  fituation  was  fo  affe&ing,  that,  as  we 
read,  2  Sam.  xv.  23.  “  all  the  country  wept  with  a  loud  voice,” 
■while  they  beheld  him  palling  over  the  brook  Kidron,  the  facred 
hidorian  informs  us,  verfe  25,  2 6,  that  the  king  addreffed  Za- 
dock  in  ihe  following  words  :  “  Carry  back  the  ark  of  God  in« 
€c  to  the  city  :  If  I  fhall  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  he 
u  will  bring  me  again,  and  {how  me  both  it  and  his  habitation. 
u  But  if  he  thus  fay,  I  have  no  delight  in  thee  :  behold,  here 
<c  am  I,  let  him  do  to  me  as  feemeth  good  unto  him,” — What 
fhall  be  the  iffue  of  this  formidable  confpiracy  I  know  not  ;  but 
I  cajl  my  carey  my  all,  upon  my  God;  in  the  mean  time,  let 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  be  carried  back  to  its  place.  The  pre~ 
fence  of  the  God  of  Ifrael  is  not  confined  to  this  fymbol  of  his 
grace  j  and  that  I  trud  dull  engompafs  me  whitkerfoever  I  go. 
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to  fupport  and  cheer  me  in  this  melancholy  flight.  ‘  Whether  or 
not  I  (hall  be  reftored  to  my  houfe  and  throne,  I  cannot  at  pre- 
fent  forefee  ;  but  this  I  know,  that  in  either  cafe  it  (hall  be  well 
with  me.  If  I  return  to  Jerufalem,  I  (hall  again  behold  this 
ark,  and  enjoy  the  Lord  my  God  in  his  ordinances  ;  but  it  my 
God  hath  no  further  fervice  for  me  on  this  earth,  I  (hall  go  to 
that  place  where  there  is  no  occafion  for  external  means  of  cor- 
refpondence  and  intercourfe  :  Behold,  here  I  lie  at  the  difpofal 
of  my  Father  and  my  King,  equally  prepared  to  live  or  to  die  ; 
to  reign  once  more  in  the  earthly  Jerufalem,  to  take  up  my  eter¬ 
nal  refidence  in  the  Jerufalem  that  is  above. — This  unlimited 
refignation  to  the  will  of  God,  makes  an  effential  part  of  the 
duty  which  my  tqxt  recommends. - It  further  implies, 

^ dly}  That  we  renounce  all  confidence  in  the  creature,  and 

place  our  truft  in  God  alone. - We  are  required,  you  fee,  h 

eajl  ALL  our  care  upon  him  ;  not  a  part,  but  the  whole.  For  thus 
it  is  written,  Jer.  xvii.  5 — 8.  u  Curfedbe  the  man  that  trufteth 
a  in  man,  and  maketh  flefh  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  de- 
«*  parteth  from  the  Lord.  For  he  (hall  be  like  the  heath  in  the 
“  defert,  and  (hall  not  fee  when  good  cometh,  and  fhail  inhabit 
«  the  parched  places  in  the  wildernefs  in  a  fait  land  and  not  in¬ 
habited.”  Whereas,  “  Blefled  is  the  man  that  trufteth  in  the 
«  Lord,  and  whofe  hope  the  Lord  is.  For  he  fhail  be  as  a  tree 
a  planted  by  the  waters,  and, that  fpreadeth  out  her  roots  by  the 
“  river,  and  fhail  not  fee  when  heat  cometh,  but  her  leaf  {hall 
“  be  green,  and  (hall  not  be  careful  in  the  year  of  drought* 
«  neither  (hall  ceafe  from  yielding  fruit.”  A  divided  truft  be¬ 
tween  God  and  the  creature,  is  as  foolifhand  unfafe,  as  to  fet  one 
foot  upon  a  rock,  and  the  other  upon  the  quickfand.  We  muft 
as  I  formerly  obferved,  be  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  means  ;  for 
thus  the  commandment  runs/4  truft  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good 
but  at  the  fame  time  vre  muft  look  beyond,  and  above  all  means 
to  God  himfelf  for  fuccefs  :  faying,  as  David  did,  u  My  foul* 
«  wait  thou  only  upon  God  :  for  my  expectation  is  from  him. 
«  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  falvation  ;  he  is  my  defence  ;  I 
<c  (hall  not  be  moved.  In  God  is  mry  falvation  and41  my 
glory  the  rock  of  my  ftrength,  and  my  refuge  is  on  God.”  Once 
more,  in  the 

4 th  place,  To  cajl  all  our  care  upon  God ,  implies  a  full  and 
unfufpefting  dependence  upon  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ;  fuch 
a  dependence  as  quiets  the  mind,  dilpofing  it  to  wait  patiently 
upon  God,  and  to  accept  with  thankfulnefs  whatfoever  he  is 
pleafed  to  appoint.  The  Chriftian  who  hath  learned  this  impor¬ 
tant  teflon^  not  only  brings  his  cares  to  the  throne  of  grace,  but 

/  them 
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there  alfo  he  leaves  them,  and,  like  Hannah,  returns  with  hh 
countenance  no  more  fad.  Having  “  by  prayer  and  fupplicatior* 
with  thankfgiving,  made  his  requefts  known  to  God,”  his 
mind  is  at  reft,  “  he  is  careful  for  nothing he  hath  put  all 
his'  interefts  into  the  bell  hands  ;  he  hath  committed  them  to 
One,  who  is  too  wife  to  bellow  what  is  hurtful,  and  too  kind 
to  withhold  what  is  good.  In  confequence  whereof,  “  the  peace 
of  God  that  palfeth  ail  underftanding  keeps  his  heart 
and  mind  through  Jefus  Chrift.”  This  gracious  temper 
brings  not  only  reft,  but  liberty  to  the  foul.  It  breaks 
all  thofe  fetters  in  pieces,  by  which  the  covetous,  the  ambitious* 
the  voluptuous,  are  chained  to  a  ptefent  world,  and  dragged  at 
the  heels  of  thofe  worfe  than  Egyptian  talk  mailers,  “  the  lull  of 
“  the  eye,  the  lull  of  the  flcfn,  and  the  pr.de  of  life.”  Whatever 
God  willeth  is  pleating  to  the  fan flified  believer  ;  and  the.  light 
of  his  Father’s  countenance,  amidft  the  deepeft  and  moll  com* 
plicated  diftrefs,  puts  greater  giadnefs  into  his  heart,  than  the 
fenfualift  can  feel,  oris  capable  of  conceiving,  when  his  corn 
and  wine  do  moil  abound.  It  is  this  that  gives  the  Chriftian  the 
true  enjoyments  of  life.  No  man  can  have  the  proper  relifti  of 
any  earthly  comfort,  who  is  not  prepayed  to  part  with  it.  This 
looks  like  a  paradox,  but  will  be  found  upon  examination  to  be 
a  weighty  truth.  Where  fear  is,  there  is  torment :  and  nothing 
mars  our  joy  fo  efFe&u'altyj  as  the  profpect  of  being  feparated 
from  what  we  greatly  love.  Talk  to  a  carnal  man  oi  death,  and 
the  poor  creature’s  fpirit  dies  within  him  :  the  awful  profpedi 
of  diftolution,  like  the  hand-writing  upon  the  wall  which  Belf- 
hazzer  perceived  wlaile  he  was  drinking  wine  with  his^  princes* 
his  wives,  and  his  concubines,  will,  in  the  height  of  his  gaiety, 
change  his  countenance,  loofen  the  joints  of  his  loins,  and  ma&e 
his  knees  to  fnaite  againll  one  another.  W aereas  the  man  who 
hath  been  taught  to  cajl  his  care  upon  God ,  can  lit  cheerfully  at 
the  feal  which  Providence  affords  him,  and  think  of  his  dying 
hour  w i t'hb at  d i mi ni (hi ng the  relifh  of  bis  prelent  enjoyment.  Lifc-e 
David,  Pfal.  xxiii.  he  can  look  forward  without  difaiay,  to  his 
walk  through  the  valley  and  (hadow  of  death  ,  and  while  the 
gloomy  object  is  in  his  eye,  he  can  fay  to  his  God  with  thanxful 
praife,  “  Thou  prepared  a  table  before  me  in  the  prefence  ot 
«  mine  enemies  :  thou  anointed  my  head  with  oil,  Tny  cup  run.-* 
«  nhth  over  :  furely  gooduefs  and  mercy  (hall  follow  me  all  the 
«  days  of  my  life  *,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  houfe  of  the.  Lord 

“  for  ever.”  .  , 

Thus  have  I  opensd  the 'meaning  of  the  exhortation,  and  at 

the  fame  time  attempted  to  give  you  a  general  view  of  the  dig- 
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juty  and  excellence  of  the  temper  it  recommends.  But  the  moil 
perfualive  motive  to  the  pradlice  of  this  duty,  is  that  which  the 
Apoftle  himfelf  maketh  ufe  of  in  the  ciofe  of  the  verfe,  where 
he  giveth  full  aflurance  to  believers  in  Chrift,  that  God,  in  a, 
peculiar  manner,  careth  for  them, — ——To  this  I  (hall  proceed  in 

my  next  difcourfe. - May  God  lead  us  by  his  Spirit  to  the 

knowledge  of  our  duty,  and  difpofe  us  by  his  grace  to  the  love 
and  pradtice  of  it,  for  ChriiVs  fake.  Amen* 


S  E  R~ 
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i  Petfe  v.  7. 

Cajtirtg  all  ymr  cars  upon  him  ^  for  he  careth  for  you* 

THESE  words  contain  a  pre fling  exhoftation  to  an  impor¬ 
tant  duty,  and  a  moft  perfuafive  argument  to  enforce  the 
pra&ice  of  it.  It  was  an  apoilleof  Chrift  who  gave  the  exhor¬ 
tation,  and  he  addreftbd  it  to  believers  in  Chrift  :  not  to  thofe 
who  barely  profefTed  Chriflianity  in  oppofition  to  Heathenifm  5 
but  to  real  faints,  as  diftinguifhed  from  mere  nominal  chriftians, 
who  c<  have  a  form  of  Godlinefs,  but  deny  the  power  thereof/*  \ 
What  their  condition  was  with  refpeft  to  external  things,  partly 
appears  from  the  infcription  of  the  epiftle,  where  they  are  called 
^  Grangers,  fcattered  abroad  throughout  Pontus,  Galatia,  Cap- 
padocia,  Afia,  and  Bithynia/*  Such  perfons  were  not  likely 
to  enjoy  much  worldly  eafe  or  affluence  :  and  indeed  we  have 
pofitive  evidence  that  they  did  not ;  for  we  are  told  exprefsly, 
that  “  they  were  in  heavinefs  through  manifold  temptations/* 
reproached  as  evildoers,  and  cruelly  perfecuted  for  the  name  of 
Chrift.  Nay,  as  if  thefe  trials  had  been  only  the  beginning  of 
farrows,  The  Apoftle  forewarns  them,  at  the  12th  verfc  of  the 
preceding  chapter,  that  they  were  foon  to  enter  upon  a  new 
feene  of  buffering  ;  the  feverity  of  which  fhould  far  exceed  any  . 
thing  they  had  yet  felt.  “Beloved,”  faith  «  he,  think  it  not 
ftrange  concerning  the  fiery  trial  which  is  to  try  you,  as  tho* 
fome  ftrange  thing  happened  unto  you  :  but  rejoice  in  as  much 
as  ye  are  partakers  of  Chrift’s  fufferings  *,  that  when  his  glory 
«  flin.ll  be  revealed,  yc  may  be  glad  alio  with  exceeding  joy/* 
We  can  hardly  doubt,  that  fuch  an  awful  profpeft  would 
beget  many  anxious  difquieting  thoughts.  Cares  it  behoved 
them  to  have  ;  not  about  the  trivial  accommodations  of  a  prefent 
life,  theirs  would  be  of  amore  ferious  and  important  nature:-*- 
How  they  fhould  quit  themfelves  like  mea,  and  maintain  their 
ground  again  ft  the  craft  of  feducers,  and  the  furious  attacks  of 
persecuting  zeal  j — how  they  fhould  adorn  the  dodlrine  of  God 
their  Saviour,  and  cc  cut  off  occafion  from  thole  who  deftred  oc- 
“  callon.  to  blafpheme  that  worthy  name  by  which  they  were  cal- 

r  led  /* 
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led  f — above  all,  how  they  Ihould  recommend  religion  to  the 
efteem  and  choice  of  their  enemies,  and  become  the  inftruments 
of  faving  from  eternal  death,  thofe  who  thirfted  for  their  own 
blood,  and  treated  them  like  the  filth  and  ofFseouring  of  all  things* 
Such,  we  may  fuppofe,  would  be  the  principal  ckreS  of  perfe¬ 
cted  faints  :  and  all  thefe  they  are  exhorted  to  call  upon,  God  ; 
For9  adds  the  Apofde,  God  caret h  for  you. 

This  is  the  argument  which  I  lhall  now  endeavour  to  illuf- 
trate, 

1.  By  laying  before  you  the  evidence  of  its  truth  \  and, 

2.  By  Ihowing  its  propriety  and  ftrength  for  engaging  us  to 
caft  our  care  upon  God • 

I.  When  we  confider  the  char  after  of  the  perfons  to  whom 
this  exhortation  was  originally  addrefied,  it  will  readily  occur  to 
Us,  that  the  Apoftle  means  fomethir*g  more  by  the  care  of  God, 
than  that  general  Providence  which  extends  to  all  the  creatures 
he  hath  made.  The  care  he  fpeaks  of,  is  that  peculiar  and  affec¬ 
tionate  regard  to  the  faints  which  he  had  before  deferibed,  chap* 
iii.  1 2*  e(  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  over  the  righteous,  and 
his  ears  are  open  unto  their  prayers  :  but  the  face  of  the  Lord 

is  againft  them  that  do  evil.” - Thus  it  is  written,  that  il  he 

€(  withdraweth  not  his  eye  from  the  righteous-”—  u  The  Lord  is 
(C  God,”  faith  the  Prophet  Nahum,  “  a  ftrong  hold  in  the  day 
*x  of  trouble,  and  he  knoweth  them  that  truft  in  him.”  Many 
other  palfages  might  be  quoted,  which  affert,  in  the  moll  expli¬ 
cit  terms,  God  careth  for  his  faints  in  another  manner  than  he 

doth  for  the  reft  of  the  world. - But  that  you  may  have  a  more 

extenfive  and  encouraging  view  of  the  evidence  of  this  truth, 
confider 

How  intimately  the  faints  are  related  to  God.  u  Behold,” 
faith  the  Apoftle  John  in  name  of  alkthe  faithful,  «  behold,  wdiat 
manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bellowed  upon  us,  that  we 
<c  Ihould  be  called  the  fens  of  God.”  Nor  is  this  a  mere  title  of 
honour  :  the  perfons  on  whom  it  is  conferred  are  invefted  with 
a  full  and  unalterable  right  to  all  thofe  privileges  which  the  title 
imports  ;  for,  as  St  Paul  reafons,  u  If  children,  then  heirs, 
heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift.”  And  can  it  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  Father  of  mercies  will  abandon  his  own  off- 
fpring  ?  Do  earthly  parents  care  for  their  children  ?  and  cart 
he  who  hath  implanted  that  difpofition  in  their  nature,  be  un¬ 
concerned  about  thofe  whom  he  hath  adopted  into  his  family, 
and  regenerated  by  his  Spirit  ?  Is  it  poflible,  that  the  ftreams 
fliould  have  mora  fweetnefs  than  the  fountain  whence  they  flow  ? 

No, 
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No,  fiurely.  u  If  men,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  *ocd  gifts 
<c  to  their  children,  much  more  will  the  Father  of  mercies  give 
<f  good  things  unto  then!  that  alk  him.”  And  is  not  this  a  folid 
ground  of  confidence  and  hope  ?  Every  believer  in  Chrifl  may 
cxpe£l  all  from  God,  and  infinitely  more,  than  any  child  can 
cxpe£t  from  the  moil  alfedicnate  and  tender-hearted  parent  upon 
earth. - But  this  is  not  all  ;  for 

Our  Father  in  heaven  hath  in  a  manner  laid  open  his  heart  to 
us,  and  toid  us  plainly  v/hat  we  may  lawfully  aik  and  hope  to 
obtain.  He  hath  publifhed  his  good  will  in  a  variety  of  great, 
and  precious  promifes  ;  promifes  that  extend  to  all  the  heceftities 
of  his  children  *,  infomuch  that,  be  their  condition  what  it  will 
they  may  find  fome  gracious  declaration  of  what  God  hath  pur¬ 
posed  to  do  $  which  fuits  their  eafe  with  as  much  precifion  and 
exa£fcnef$,  as  if  their  particular  diftrefs  had  been  the  immediate 
©ccafion  of  it.  Or  if  any  calamity  Ih Quid  prefent  itfelf  to  their 
imagination,  againft  which  no  effectual  provifioil  appears  to 
have  been  made,  there  is  one  promife  upon  record,  to  which  the 
believing  foul  may  at  all  times  retreat,  Rom.  viii.  28.  “  We 
€f  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love 
#c  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe.” 
Thefe  are  the  words  of  him  who  is  unchangeable,  S£  the  fame 
“  yefterday,  to  day,  for  ever,  without  any  variablenefs  or  fhadowr 
“  of  turning.”  Hear  what  he  faith,  If.  xlix.  15.  u  Can  a  wo- 
6f  man  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  (he  Ihould  not  have  com- 
«  pallion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  ?  vea5  they  may  forget,  yet 
will  I  not  forget  thee.’3  And  that  we  may  have  fuller  afiuranCe 
of  this,  we  are  told  by  the  Prophet  Malachi,  “  that  a  book  of 
remembrance  is  written  before  God,  for  them  that  fear 
the  JLord,  and  that  think  upon  his  name.”  Nay,  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  inform  us,  that  there  is  one  in  heaven,  infinitely  dear  to 
the  Father,  who  is  not  only  a  faithful  remembrancer,  but  a 
■powerful  advocate,  and  unwearied  interceflor,  in  behalf  of  all 
«•  who  come  to  God  by  him.” 

And  this  may  be  confidcred  as  an  additional  ground  of  affu- 
rance,  that  believers  are  the  objeds  of  God’s  peculiar  care, 
if  We  have  a  great  High-Pried,  who  is  palled  into  the  heavens 
«  Jefusthe  Son  of  God",  who  conffantly  appears  in  the  prefence 
c<  of  God  for  us.”  Thus  John  beheld  him  in  vifiGn,  “  (landing 
<<  in  tfie  midft  of  the  throne,  as  a  lamb  that  had  been  flam,”  dis¬ 
playing  thole  wounds  which  he  received,  when  cc  he  bore  our 
“  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree/3  as  fo  many  mouths  filled 
with-  the  moll  prevailing  arguments  for  mercy  and  grace  to  his 
redeemed  ones,  whom  he  then  did,  aud  ft  ill  doth,  reprefent. 
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We  have  a  fpecimen  of  his  interceffion  recorded  by  that  Apoftle 
in  the  17th  chapter  of  his  gofpel ;  where,  among  other  tender  & 
affectionate  requefts,  we  find  the  foliowing  remarkable  words  : 
«  Now  I  am  no  more  in  the  world,  but  thefe  are  in  the  world, 
«  and  I  come  to  thee.  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine  own 
«  name  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me.  I  pray  not  that  thou 
se  fhouldft  take  them  out  of  the  world,  but  that  thou  (liouldeft; 
«  keep  them  from  the  evil.  Neither  pray  I  for  thefe  alone,  but 
«  for  them  alfo  which  fhall  believe  on  me  through  their  word.” 
In  fuch  terms  did  our  Lord  recommend  his  immediate  followers, 
and  all  his  difciples  in  fucceeding  generations,  to  the  protection 
and  care  of  his  heavenly  Father.  And  may  not  this  beget  in  us 
the  fulled  and  moil  joyful  affuranec,  that  God  doth,  and  al¬ 
ways  will,  care  for  them  ? — And  ftill  more  when  we  confider, 
that  he  who  thus  intercedes  in  their  behalf,  is  himfelf  poffeffed 
of  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  and  is  conftituted  head  over 
all  things  for  the  church.  “  I  am  he,”  faid  he,  “  that  was 
**  dead,  and  am  now  alive,  and  behold  I  live  for  evermore,  and 

have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death.” 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  evidences  which  the  Scriptures  afford 
us,  that  God  careth  for  fandlified  believers.  The  relation  he 
bears  to  them,  the  promifes  he  hath  given  them,  the  conftant 
prevailing  interceffion  of  his  Son,  together  with  the  power  com¬ 
mitted  to  him  as  King  of  Zion,  all  concur  to  fecure  this  impor¬ 
tant  benefit. 

But  I  have  further  to  add,  that  we  have  the  evidence  of fdEls> 
as  well  as  of  arguments,  to  eftablifh  our  faith  of  the  divine  care 
and  protection.  The  facred  records  bear  witnefs,  that  God 
hath  been  the  dwelling-place  of  his  people  in  all  generations, 
and  give  us  abundant  reafon  to  fay,  with  David,  “  Our  fathers 
**  trufted  in  thee  :  they  trufted,  and  thou  didft  deliver  them. — - 
“  They  cried  unto  thee,  and  were  delivered  :  they  trufted  in 
u  thee,  and  were  not  confounded. ”  And  God  is  always  in  one 
mind  :  u  He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  perfeCl,  and  all  his  ways 

are  judgment  5  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity,  juft 
«  and  right  is  he.’’ 

o 

"What  fignal  appearances  hath  he  made  in  every  age,  for  the 
proteCfion  and  fafety  of  his  peculiar  people  ?  Nothing  can  b£ 
conceived  more  formidable '  than  Pharaoh’s  preparation  againft 
the  Ifraelites  5  the  whole  ftrength  of  an  extenfive  and  potent 
empire  employed  againft  an  undifeiplined  company  of  fugitives, 
who  had  long  been  difpirited  by  oppreffion  and  ftavery  ;  but 
though  the  bufh  was  all  in  a  flame,  yet  it  was  not  con  fumed  : 
ii  When  the  enemy  faid,  I  will  purfue,  T  Will  overtake,  I  will 
Vol*  IL  M  divide 
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divide  the  fpoil,  my  luft  fhall  be  fatisfied  on  them,  I  will  draw 
r€  the  iword,  my  hand  fliali  deftroy  them  then  the  fea  opened 
a  pi  ffa-ge  for  their  efcape,  and  overwhelmed  their  enemies  \ 
u  God  did  blow  with  his  wind,  the  fea  covered  them,  they 
u  fank  as  lead  in  the  mighty  waters.” — How  wonderful  were 
the  Heps  of  Jofeph’s  advancement,  to  which  his  father  and  breth¬ 
ren  owed  their  prefervation  in  a  time  of  famine  ?  And  no  lefs 
wonderful  v>as  the  defeat  of  Haman's  wicked  attempt  to  cut  off 
t’he  whole  nation  of  the  Jews  as  one  man.  In  either  cafe,  the 
failing  of  one  circumftance  w'ould  have  varied  the  event  ;  and 
yet  each  circumftance  in  both,  when  viewed  apart,  feems  pure¬ 
ly  accidental  *,  nay,  fome  of  them  appear  at  firit  fight  rather  ad- 
verfe  than  favourable.  And  left  any  fhould  imagine^  that  thefe 
andother  deliverances  of  the  like  nature,  were  really  cafual,  and 
therefore  no  proofs  of  God’s  gracious  protection,  let  it  be  obfer- 
ved„  that  in  two  of  the  inftances  I  have  mentioned,  the  events 
were,  the  direct  and  immediate  anfwers  of  prayer.  Thus  the 
Red  Sea  was  divided  when  Mofes  and  the  children  of  Ifrael 
“  cried  unto  the  Lord/’  And  Haman’s  plot  was  detected  and 
broken  on  that  very  day  which  Either  and  Mordecai  had  fet  apart 
for  faftingand  prayer.  To  which  I  may  add,  that  Afa  obtain¬ 
ed  a  comple  victory  over  his  enemies,  after  he  had  uttered  that 
fervent  lupplecation,  '*  Help  us,  O  Lord  our  Godd’  And  the 
Apoftle  Peter  was  brought  out  of  prifon  by  the  miniftry  of  an 
angel,  on  that  very  night  when  prayer  was  offered  up  by  the 
church  in  his  behalf. 

You  fee,  then  upon  the  whole,  that  the  truth  of  the  Apoff 
tle's  affertion  in  the  text  is  iupported  and  tcnfhmed  by  every 
kind  of  evidence  we  could  wifh  to  obtain.— Let  us  now  con¬ 
fide  r, 

II.  The  propriety  and  force  of  the  argument,  for  engaging  us 
to  cajl  our  care  upon  God,  This  branch  of  the  fubjedfc  will  need 
little  illuftration:  For 

if3  If  God carsth  for  us3  then  we  have  one  to  care  for  us  who 
is  infinitely  wife,  who  is  perfedlly  acquainted  with  all  our  wants, 
and  never  miftake  in  judgingwhat  is  belt  for  us.  We  may  choofe 
many  things  apparently  good,  the  poffeflion  of  which  would 
prove  hurtful  to  cur  fouls  ;  for  as  Solomon  obferved  long  ago, 
(and  daily  experience  confirm  the  obfervation,)  «  No  man  know- 
cc  eth  what  is  good  for  ma  n  in  this  life.”  There  are  many  latent 
feeds  of  corruption  in  our  hearts  that  we  do  not  at  prefent  fuff 
pe<T,  and  perhaps  fhall  never  difeover,  uniefs  a  proper  tempta¬ 
tion  bring  them  forth  to  our  view.  David,  whofe  confeience 
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was  fo  tender  in  the  wildernefs,  that  it  fmote  him  for  cutting  off 
the  fkirt  of  Saul's  garment,  continued  infenfible  for  a  long  time 
under  the  mod  aggravated  guilt,  after  he  was  fixed  in  the  peace*- 
able  pofFefiion  of  the  throne.  Hezekiah,  whofe  devotion  was 
fo  humble  and  ardent  in  the  time  of  his  ficknefs,  waxed  proud 
and  vain-glorious  when  reftored  to  health  ;  infomuch  that  <{  he 
u  brought  wrath  upon  himfelf,  and  upon  Judah,  and  upon  Je- 
rufalem.”  Many  who,  in  a  low  e date,  were  humane  and 
kind,  and  did  good  with  the  little  they  pofTefled,  have  been  fo 
intoxicated  with  the  full  cup  of  profperity,  that,  for  a  feafon  at 
lead>  they  have  forgotten  themfelves*  their  neighbour,  nav, 
their  God,  and  become  quite  the  reverfe  of  what  they  formerly 
appeared  to  be.  Qne  thing  is  certain,  that  if  left  to  our  own 
choice,  we  (hould  never  feel  didrefs  or  afHi£tion  of  any  kind  ; 
and  yet  the  Scriptures  aiTure  us,  and  our  own  obfervation  may 
convince  us  of  the  truth  of  it,  that  adverfity  is  more  friendly  to 
religion  than  profperity.  Our  difeafed  nature  requires  bitter 
medicines  much  oftener  than  cordials  *,  even  the  bed  need  fre*- 


quentlytobe  dieted,  and  brought  low,  to  keep  their  feverifh 
pafiions  and  appetites  within  bounds.  Now  God  is  perfectly 
acquainted  with  all  the  tendencies  of  our  nature,  and  can  there¬ 
fore  judge  with  unerring  fkill  what  things  are  bed  for  us,  and 
mod  conducive  to  our  intered.  He  knows  what  meafure  of 
health,  or  riches,  cr  honours,  we  (hall  be  able  to  bear,  or  be  dif- 
pofed  to  improve  5  when,  and  in  what  proportion,  pain  or  fick¬ 
nefs,  or  poverty,  or  reproach,  are  necefiary  to  expel  feme  fpiri- 
tual  didemper,  to  exercife  and  drenghthen  feme  languifhing 
grace,  or  to  make  room  in  the  heart  for  his  own  divine  prefence. 
Again,  let  our  enemies  plot  againd  us  in  the  mod  fecre  t  man-r 
rier  ;  let  them  (hut  themfeivesup  in  the  clofed  retitement  ;  yet 
it  is  impofiible  for  them  to  hide  their  confultations  from  God, 
5i  who  difeovereth  deep  things  out  of  darknefs,  and  light  bring- 
f<cth  t  0  the  fhadowof  death. When  Benhadad  had  failed  in  his 
repeated  attempts  to  cut  off  the  armies  of  Ifrael  by  furprife,  hi$ 
heart  was  fore  troubled  ;  and  fufpedling  treachery  in  his  own 
court,  he  called  his  fervants  together,  and  faid  unto  them, 
«<  Will  ye  not  (hew  me  which  of  us  is  for  the  king  of  Ifrael  ?’* 
To,  which  one  of  his  fervants  replied,  “  None,  my  Lord,  O 
C£  king  *,  but  Elilha  the  prophet  that  is  in  Ifrael,.  telleth  th® 
*■*  king  of  Ifrael  the  words  that  thou  fpeaked  in  thy  bed-cham- 
feer.,>  Nay,  he  can  preferve  his  people  from  the  effects  of  their 
own  folly,  as  well  ns  from  the  craft  and  malice  of  their  enemies. 


**■'  Bhe  Lord  knoweth  how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  tempta- 
u  tion  He  laadeth.  the  blind  in  a  way  that  they  knew  not 
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“  he  givelh  under  {landing  to  the  (irnple  p’ — “  the  meek  will  he 
“  guide  in  judgment,  the  meek  will  he  teach  his  way.*’  And 
if  infinite  Wild  am  take  the  difpofal  of  our  lot,  if  he  who  can¬ 
not  err,  vouchfafe  to  become  both  our  guardian  and  our  guide, 
with  what  unfufpecling  trull  may  we  commit  ourfelves  into  his 
hands,  and  cheerfully  acquicfce  in  all  the  determinations  of  his 
Providence  ?  Efpecially  when  we  confider, 

idly ,  That  his  power  is  equal  to  his  wi/dom.  “  Whatsoever 
«  the  Lord  pleafeth,  that  doth  he,  in  heaven,  in  the  earth, 
“  and  in  the  fea,  and  in  all  deep  places  ”  He  caufeth  the  wrath 
of  man  to  praifehim  *,  and  the  remainder  thereof  be  is  able  to 
reftrain.  All  the  power  of  the  creatures  is  derived  from  him, 
and  dependent  upon  him.  The  haughtiell  tyrant  upon  earth  is 
only  the  rod  of  his  anger,  which  he  employs  for  a  'feafon  ,  and 
then  breaketh  in  pieces,  and  throws  it  away.  When  Pilate  laid 
«  to  our  Lord,  “  Knoweft  thou  not  that  I  have  power  to  crucify 
“thee,  and  power  to  releafe  thee  ?”  he  at  once  detedled  and  re¬ 
proved  his  ignorance  and  pride,  by  anfwering  him,  “Thou 
couldlt  have  no  power  at  all  againit  me,  except  it  were  given  thee 
“  from  above.”  And  as  the  power  of  God  is  fupreme,  fo  is  it 
likewife  everlafling,  “  The  Lord,  the  creator  of  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary.5’ ?  His  arm  is  never  fhortened 
that  it  cannot  fave  *,  neither  age  nor  exercife  can  impair  its  vigour s, 
what  he  did  yefterday  be  can  to-day,  and  repeat  it  as  often  as 
his  people  have  occafion  for  it.  This  was  the  foundation  of  this 
expoftulatory  addrefs,  Ifa.  li.  9.  “  Awake,  awake,  put  on 

u  ftrength,  O  arm  of  the  Lord  ;  awake  as  in  the  ancient  days  in 
t(  the  generations  of  old.  Art  not  thou  it  that  hath  cut  •  Rahab 
<t  and  wounded  the  dragon  ?”  To  which  God  replied,  “  I,  even 
€i  I,  am  he  that  comforteth  you :  who  art  thou  then  that  thou 
Ki  fhouldfl  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  (hall  die,  and  of  the  fori  of 
man  which  {hall  be  made  as  grafs  b  and  forgetteft  the  Lord 
lf  thy  Maker,  that  hath  flretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid  the 
««  foundations  of  the  earth?  and  haft  feared  continually  every 
day,  becaufe  of  the  fury  of  the  oppreffor,  as  if  he  were  ready 
to  deftroy  ?  And  where  is  the  fury  of  the  opprefibr  ?  I  am 
<t  the  Lord  thy  God,  that  divided  the  fea,  whofe  waters  roared  : 
«  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  my  name.”— His  power  reacheth  to  the 
heart  of  man.  to  winch  no  creature  can  have  immediate  acccls  * 
even  the  hearts  of  kings  are  in  his  hand,  and  he  turneth  them  as 
the  rivers  of  water.  Thus  he  pro  mi  fed  to  Jeremiah.  “  that  he 
«  would  caufe  the  enemy  to  intreat  him  well  in  tne  day  of  evil.’ 
"Who  but  the  Lord  of  man  s  heart  could  have  fain  unto  Moan, 

stud  Laid  it  with  efficacy,  “  Let  mine  outcafts  dwed  with  thee, 

“  Moab  ; 


«  Moab  \  be  thou  a  covert  to  them  from  the  face  of  the  fposJU 
ic  er  ?”  Thus,  when  it  plealeth  him,  he  can  open,  <a  Ikndtitesy 
for  his  people  in  the  midft  of  their  foes,  and  make  tliefe  very 
foes  the  prote&ors  of  his  people.  In  ihort,  with  God  all 
u  things  are  poffible/’  He  is  able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly 
/  above. ail  that  we  can  afk  or  think.  This  good  old  Jacob  grate¬ 
fully  acknowledged,  when  Ire  met  with  his  darling  ion  jolepL, 
whofe  fuppofed  death  he  had  long  and  bitterly  lamented  :  “  I 
u  had  not  thought  to  lee  thy  face,  and  lo  !  God  hatn  (bowed 
u  me  thy  children  alfo/’-  When  the  Apoilles  had  the  fenteoce 
of  death  in  themfelves,  God  diipglled  their  fears,  and  preferr¬ 
ed  their  lives,  in  fpite  of  all  the  rage  and  cunning  of  their  per- 
fecutors.  And  thus,  “  in  the  mount  of  the  Lord, '  it  hath 
often  been  feen  deliverance  came  when  death  was  expedledi 
or,  according  to  the  prophetic  ftyle  of  Zecltariah,  chap,  xiv, 
y.  *■  at  evening  time  d3  when  according  to  the  courie  ol  nature 
nothing,  was  looked  for  but  deepening  (hades  and  increafmg 
darknefs,  light”  hath  fuddenly  fprung  up,  and  the  thick  clouds 
have  fled  and  vaniihed  away.  Here  then  is  a  folid  ground  of 
confidence  and  hope  :  He  that  careth  for  us 9  not  only  bioweth 
all  things,  but  can  do  all  things.  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint, 
and  to  them  that  have  no  might  he  increaleth  ftrength.  ct  Fear 
u  not,’5  faith  he,  “  for  I  am  with  thee  :  De  not  dilmayed,  for  I 
“  am  thy  God  :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee,  yea  I  will  help  thee  ; 
«  yea  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  gny  righteouf- 
tt  nefse’  Have  we  not  then  the  mod  powerful  encouragement 
to  caf  our  care ,  our  whole  care*  upon  God  ?  And  (till  more, 
when  I  add, 

3 dly>  That  he  . who  is  fo  wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  in  ftrength'  \ 
fo  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in  working;  is  Kkewifc 
pofiefled  of  infinite  goodnefs.  Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  chil¬ 
dren,  fo  the  Lord  pitietn  them  that  fear  him.”  “  God  is  love/* 
fa  id  the  Apoftle  John  ;  and  well  might  he  fay  fo,  who  was  one 
of  the  heralds  of  that  joyful  proclamation,  “  God  was  in  Cion  ft 
reconciling  the  world,  unto  himielf,  not  imputing  tireii  tref- 
pafles  unto  them.”  Here  then  is  :a  foundation  that  is  able  to 
carry  all  the  weight  a  believer  can  lay.  upon  it  ;  for  “  if  God 
“  fparednot  his  own  fon,  but  delivered  him  up  lor  us  all,  how 
i(  (bail  he  not  with  hirn  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  V1  What 
can  he  with-hold  from  thofe  upon  whom  he  hath  already  be- 
flowed  his  own  dear  Son,  and  enabled,  by  his  fprrit ,  thanluejly 
to  receive  him  as  the  cc  unfpeakable  gift”  of  God  to  men.  How 
"  firm  then  are  the  grounds  of  the  believer^  hope  ?  W  ith  what 
humble,  but  triumphant  confidence,  may  he  ccf  his  cuts  upon 

God > 
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God%  whofe  *iuifdom  knoweth  all  things,  wh-of e  power  cin  do  all 
things,  and  whofe  unbounded  goodnefs  doth  conflantly  incline 
him  to  bellow  every  needful  bleffing  upon  his  people  ? 

As  I  have  made  it  my  bufinefs,  in  every  branch  of  the  fub- 
je£l,  to  keep  the  perfons  in  your  eye  to  whom  the  exhortation 
is  addrefied,  it  is  almoil  unneceffary  to  remind  you  in  the  con- 
clufion,  that  the  comfort  of  all  I  have  faid,  mult  be  confined  to 
thofe  who  are  Chriltians  indeed.  None  eife  are  the  objedts  of 
that  peculiar  care  which  the  Apoltle  fpeaks  of  ;  and  therefore 
to  them  only  the  privilege  belongs  of  cajling  all  their  care  upon 
God .  Permit  me  now  to  add,  that  as  it  is  their  privilege,  fo  it 
is  likewife  their  duty  i  and  they  dilhonour  themfelves,  and  re¬ 
proach  their  Father,  when  they  give  way  to  anxious  disquieting 
cares  upon  any  account  whatfoever.  Wc  may  juftly  fay  to 
fuch,  as  Jonadab  faid  to  Amnon.  <c  Why  art  thou,  being  the 
u  king’s  fon,  lean/rom  day  to  day  Carry  all  your  grievan¬ 
ces  to  him,  who  is  both  able  and  willing  to  redrefs  them.  Make 
ufe  of  thy  birth-right,  O  Chriflian  \  and  cajl  thy  cares  upon  him 
•who  careth  for  thee .  Your  very  reliance  upon  him,  in  the  way 
of  duty,  your  leaning  upon  his  arm,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it, 
while  you  are  ufing  the  appointed  means,  infures  his  protection, 
according  to  that  gracious  promife,  If.  xxvi.  3.  «  Thou  wilt 

<c  keep  him  in  perfect  peace,  whofe  mind  is  Hayed  upon  thee9 

becaufe  he  trufteth  in  thee.'* 

But  what  {hall  thofe  do  who  are  of  an  oppofite  charadler  ? 
May  not  they  too  cajl  their  care  upon  Gody  as  the  God  of  nature, 
the  Father  of  their  fpirits,  and  the  former  of  their  bodies,  in 
whorpthey  live  and  move  ?  Doth  not  his  providence  extend  to 
all  the  creatures  he  hath  made  l  Doth  he  not  clothe  the  lilies, 
and  feed  the  ravens,  and  hear  the  lions  when  they  cry  for  food  ? 
All  this  is  true ;  and  in  one  fenfe,  all  men  without  exception 
are  the  objedls  of  his  care.  But  this  can  yield  no  comfort  to 
impenitent  unbelieving  dimers  :  for  the  fame  Gcd  who  iuflains 
them  in  life,  and  gives  them  what  they  pofTefs,  and  mod  un¬ 
gratefully  abtife,  hath  exprefsiy  declared,  “  that  though  hand 
“  join  in  hand,  the  wicked  fhall  not  pafs  unpuniihed.”  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  yourfelves,  is  it  reafonable  to  expedl,  that  God  {horn  Id 
take  the  burden  of  your  cares  while  you  deny  him  your  hearts, 
2nd  even  fight  againft  him  with  the  fruits  of  his  bounty  ?  It 
you  think  coolly  upon  the  matter,  I  am  almoft  perluaded  you 
will  blulh  to  alk  it. 

How  then  are  you  to  difpofe  of  your  cares  ? — What  fhall  I 
fay  ?  I  might  tell  you,  that  your  anxiety  will  do  you  no  good  ; 
and  therefore  it  were  bell  to  lay  it  afide,  and  take  things  as  they 

happen^ 


happen,  without  murmuring.  But  this  were  only  to  amufc 
you  $  for  the  burden  would  ftill  prcfs  you  with  its  weight,  and 
all  my  reafoning  would  amount  to  nothing  more  than  a  cold 
unavailing  advice  to  ftruggle  with  it  as  you  can.  But  if  your 
cares  be  very  painful,  though  I  cannot  encourage  you  to  go  dU 
redlly  to  God  with  them  in  your  prefent  Hate,  yet  I  fhall  fugged; 
a  hint  whicl\by  the  blefling  of  God  may  be  of  ufe  to  you.  It 
hath  often  been  obferved,  that  one  great  care  will  fwallow  up 
itiany  others  of  fmaller  importance,  and  even  banifh  them  from 
the  mind  altogether.  Thus  in  a  ftorm  at  fea,  the  mod  covetous 
worldlings  have  been  known  to  throw  their  molt  precious  goods 
overboard  with  their  own  hands,  when  no  other  means  could 
be  found  to  keep  the  (hip  above  water.  This  points  out  a  reme¬ 
dy  ;  and  is  the  only  remedy  that  occurs  to  me.  Were  you  a- 
wakened  to  a  proper  concern  about  the  life  of  your  fouls,  this 
would  have  a  powerful  influence  to  cure  your  anxiety  about  lef- 
fer  things.  Were  you  brought  to  cry  out  with  the  jailor, 
What  fhal!  I  do  to  be  laved  ?”  you  would  find  neither  leif- 
ure  nor  inclination  to  afk  thefe  difquieting  anxious  queftions, 
u  What  (hall  I  eat  ?  and  what  {hall  I  drink,  and  wherewithal 
“  {hail  I  be  clothed  ?”  All  thefe  would  be  fwallowed  up  in 
your  concern  for  “  the  one  thing  needful.”  And  give  me  leave 
to  add^  that  when  this  becomes  your  care,  I  {hall  then  be  at 
full  liberty  to  invite  you  to  caji  it  upon  God;  nay,  I  {hall  be 
able  to  allure  you,  that  he  will  not  only  accept  the  charge,  but 
likewife  give  you  what  you  care  for,  even  a  complete  and  ever- 
lading  faivation.  O  then  “  feek  the  Lord  while  he  is  to  be 
“  found  $  call  upon  him  while  he  is  near.” 

May  God  determine  and  enable  you  to  take  this  courfe,  and 
make  your  worldly  cares  the  means  of  leading  your  hearts  be¬ 
yond  and  above  this  worlds  to  feek  reft  and  happinefs  in  himfelf 
alone*  Amen. 
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2  Corinthians  xii.  g* 


lie  J 'aid  unto  me,  My  grace  is fujficient  for  ihee. 


N  the  foregoing  verfes  of  this  chapter,  the  Apoftle  relates  an 
extraordinary  revelation  he  had  been  favoured  with,  above 
fourteen  years  before  the  date  of  this  epiftle.  He  informs  us, 
that tc  h  e  was  caught  up  into  paradife,”  or  cc  the  third  heaven 
<c  (whether  in  the  body,  or  out  of  the  body,  he  could  not  tell,) 
'where  he  heard  unfpeakable  words,  which  it  is  not  lawful,”  or 
pofhble,  «  for  a  man  to  utter.”  This  probably  happened  foon 
after  his  converfion  ;  and  was  gracioufly  intended,  either  to 
remove  thofe  doubts  and  fears  which  the  remembrance  of  his 
former  con  duel  might  naturally  occafion,  or  rather  to  xortify  his 
mind  a  gain'd  the  trials  and  fuller  ings  he  was  alter  wards  to  meet 
with  in  the  courfe  of  his  mimftry. — One  (hould  imagine,  that 
fuch  a  glorious  manifeilation  could  not  be  liable  to  any  abuie. 
When  Satan  would  have  tempted  our  Lord  to  worfhip  him,  it 
was  by  giving  lum  a  fight  and  ofrer  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  ;  and  wc  readi  y  admit,  that  fuch  a  temptation  might 
prove  very  fatal  to  us.  Earthly  objetfls  have  indeed  too  power- 
ful  a  tendency  to  inflame  our  fenfual  appetites,  and  to  alienate 
cur  hearts  from  God  ;  but  furely  no  danger  can  be  apprehended 
from  a  view  Of  heaven.  The  glories- of  the  upper  w  orld,  a  dis¬ 
play  of  thofe  things  above  upon  which  God  hitnfeif  hath  com¬ 
manded  us  to  fet  our  affc&ion,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  any 

bad  efFed. 

And  no  doubt  this  will  be  the  cafe,  when  we  fhall  be  perfectly 
freed  from  all  remainders  of  corruption.  But  we  learn,  from 
what  follows,  that  in  ourprefent  (late  of  weaknefs  and  depravity 
even  a  view  of  heaven  might  prove  a  fnare  to  our  fouls.  Holy 
Paul,  as  we  read  verfe  7.  was  in  danger  of  being  “  exalted  above 
“  meafure  through  the  abundance  of  the  revelations  l0r  which 
caufe,  (i  there  was  given  to  him  a  thorn  in  the  fiefh,  the 

“  me  {lender  of  Satan  to  buffet  him.”  Whit  this  particular  exev- 
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iife  was,  is  not  material  for  us  to  know.  The  words  plainly 
import,  that  it  was  botn  violent  and  pamtui  ,  and  the  efledls  it 
produced  as  evidently  {how,  that  it  was  appointed  in  mercy,  and 
wifely  calculated  for  his  fpiritual  advantage.  This  eminent 
faint,  who  but  a  little  before  was  caught  up  into  paradife,  now 
humbles  himfelf  as  low  as  the  dull.  He  falls  down  upon  his 
knees,  and  earneftly  implores  deliverance  from  this  trial.  Once, 
and  again  he  repeats  his  fuppl* cation j  but  gets  no  anfvver.  i  nis 
could  iiot  fail  to  heighten  his  diftrefs.  A  meflenger  of  Satan  is 
fent  to  buffet  him  ;  and  God,  by  his  filence,  feems  deaf  to  his 
intreaties.  But  ft  ill  this  is  made  to  work  for  his  good  :  He  be¬ 
comes  more  and  more  fenfible  of  his  own  weaknefs  ;  he  draws 
nearer  to  a  throne  cf  grace,  and  renews  his  fuit  with  increafing 
fervour  and  importunity.  For  this  thing, fays  he,  verie  8. 
««  Ibefought  the  Lord  thrice,  that  it  might  depart  from  me/' 
At  length  the  anfwer  comes  in  the  words  of  my  text  :■  And  he 
j aid  unto  me,  My  grace  is  fufficient  for  thee „ 

You  will  obferve,  that,  after  all  his  intreaties,  the  Lord  did 
not  grant  him  the  precife  thing  he  had  afked  ;  but  he  gave  him 
what  was  better,  and  more  fuited  to  his  condition.  Paul  needed 
an  antidote  agaihft  fpiritual  pride  ;  and  as  the  thorn  in  the  fiefh 
was  neceffary  for  that  end,  it  would  have  been  no  a£t  of  kindnefs 
to  have  taken  it  away  :  and  therefore  our  Lord  who  knew  his 
fervant  better  than  he  knew  himfelf,  prolongs  the  trial,  but  at 
the  fame  tifne  affures  him  of  grace  to  fuppbrt  him  under  it.— 
This  meffengerof  Satan  muft  not  be  fent  away,  left  thou  fhouldft 
forget  thy  dependence  upon  me  :  but  I  will  ftand  by  thee,  and 
ftrengthen  thee  to  bear  hisaffaults  and  bufFetings  ,  that,  feeling 
thine  own  weaknefs,  and  the  power  of  my  grace,  thy  foul  may 
be  kept  at  an  equal  diftance  from  prefumptien  on  the  one  hand, 
and  from  diftrufl  on  the  other  *,  bbth  which  extremes  are  utterly 
xtjconfiftent  with  the  duties  of  my  fervice,  and  the  happinefs  ot 
my  people. 

According  to  this  view  of  the  words,  I  propofe,  in  dependence 
Upon  divine  aid, 

I.  To  guard  you  againft  pride  and  felfconfidence,  by  giving 
you  a  true  reprefentation  of  that  weak  and  impotent/  ftate  into 
which  we  are  fallen  by  our  apoftafy  from  God  ;  and, 

II.  For  your  encouragement,  I  {hall  lead  your  thoughts  to 

that  all-fujjicient  grace  which  is  treafured  up  in  Chrift,  whereby 
the  weakeft  of  his  people  are  enabled'  to  endure  the  bufFetings  o: 
You  II.  N  Satan, 
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Satan,  and  fhall  finally  prevail  againfl  all  their  fpiritual  enemies* 
I.  That  I  may  guard  you  againfl;  pride  and  felf- confidence,  I 
(liall  lay  before  you  a  plain  and  fcriptural  account  of  that  weak 
and  impotent  Hate  into  which  we  are  fallen  by  our  apoitafy 
from  God. 

It  were  eafy  to  quote  a  variety  of  paffages  which  exprefsly 
aflert  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  and  man’s  utter  inabili¬ 
ty  to  do  any  thing  that  can  be  effedlual  for  his  own  recovery  : 
but  1  need  only  appeal  to  every  man  who  reads  the  facred  ora¬ 
cles  with  ferioufnefs  and  impartiality,  whether  this  doth  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  a  Scripture-dodlrme  from  the  very  face  of  the  revela¬ 
tion,  and  the  uniform  ftrain  of  the  word  of  God 

Joth  not  the  method  of  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  neceffarily 
fuppofe  the  whole  human  race  to  be  in  a  lfate  of  guilt,  poilu- 
t  on,  and  weaknefs  ?  Do  not  the  promifes  of  taking  away  the 
heart  of  Hone,  and  giving  a  heart  of  flefh,  plainly  imply,  that 
thefe  works  are  peculiar  to  God,  and  that  man  is  unable  to  do 
iuch  great  things  tor  himfelf  ?  Would  God  command  us  to  pray 
to  him  tor  thefe  inehirhable  bleflmgs,  if  we  were  able  to  procure 
tnem  by  our  own  wifdom  and  Hrength  ?  nay,  would  it  not  be 
a  mocking  or  God,  to  apply  to  him  for  that  which  we  are  al¬ 
ready  poflefied  off  or  may  acquire  when  we  choofc  without  his 
interpolation  or  aid  ?  Belides.  are  we  not  told,  that  “  every 
g°°d  and  perfect  gift  is  from  above  and  cometh  down  from 
the  Father  cf  lights  V9  Is  riot  our  fandtification  every  where 
attributed  to  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  and  are  not  the  faints  denomi¬ 
nated  “  God’s  workmanfhip,  created  in  ChriH  Jefus  unto  good 
44  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained,  that  they  ihould 
walk  in  them  -Arc  not 44  love,  joy,  peace,  long-fuffering, 
4i  gentlenefs,  goodnels,  faith,  meeknels,  temperance,’’  expreis- 
Ty  faid  to  be  <:  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  ?”  nay,  are  we  not  told, 
that  it  is  “  God  who  worketh  in  us'  to  w///,  and  to  do  of  his 
“  good  pleafure  ?”— Surely,  rny  brethren,  if  we  judge  of  the 
Scriptures  by  the  fame  rules  that  we  judge  of  arty  other  book 
nay,  unleis  we  fuppofe  that  they  were  artfully  contrived  to  mif- 
lead  us  ;  we  mull  be  fenfible,  that  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  fuper. 
natural  grace,  is  not  only  clearly  averted  in  Scripture,  but  that 
this  dodfrine  is  fo  intimately  conne6fed  with  all  other  parts  of 
divine  revelation,  that  the  whole  nniH  Hand  or  fall  with  it. 

1  his  is  further  confirmed  by  the  Concurring  teftimom  of  all 
the  faints  of  whole  experiences,  in  the  fpiritual  life,  we  have 
any  accouhts  recorded  in  Scripture.  They  all  join  in  the  moH 
humiliating  acknowledgements  of  their  guilt,  pollution,  and 
weaknefs  5  declaiming  the  praife  of  any  good  thing  that  was  in 

them. 
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them,  and  afcribing  the  undivided  glory  of  all  that  they  poffefled 
or  hoped  to  enjoy,  to  the  free  unmerited  grace  of  God. — How 
pathetically  did  David  bewail  the  corruption  of  his  nature, 
(Pfal.  li.  j«)  !  “  Behold,  I  was  fhapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin 
did  my  mother  conceive  me.”  And  what  a  deep  fenfe  did  he 
exprefsofhis  inability  to  clean fe  or  purify  himfelf,  when  he  ad- 
dreffed  God  in  fuch  terms  as  thefe,  verfe  10.  “  Create  in  me  a 

«  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me.” — • 
But  lead  any  fhould  be  fo  injurious  as  to  fufpeft  that  David  might 
have  fpoken  after  this  manner,  to  apologife  for  hid  criminal  con¬ 
duct  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  which  gave  occafiou  to  that  pfalm  $ 
let  us  hear  what  the  A-poftle  Paul  faith  of  himfelf,  whole  charac¬ 
ter  is  not  liable  to  any  fuch  objection,  Rom.  vii.  18 .  et'.feq.  “I 
kiDW,  tn.it  in  in?  (that  is,  in  my  flefh)  dwelieth  no  good  thing  ; 
««  for  to  will  isprefent  with  me  ;  but  howto  perform  that  which 
44  is  good,  I  find  not.— -I  find  then  a  law,  that  when  I  would  do 
“.good,  evil  isprefent  with  me.  Fori  delight  in  the  law  of 
i*  God,  after  the  inward  man.  But  I  fee  another  law  in  my 
« jmemberSy  warring  again!!  the  law  of  my  mind,,  and  bringing 
<x  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  lin,  which  is  in  my  members. * 
Upon  which  he  cries  out,  “  O  wretched  man  that  lam,  who 
«  fhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !  ’ — Here  then  is 
one,  who  was  not  behind  the  very  chief  Apoflies  ;  who,  before 
his  conversion,  lived  a  Pharifee,  and  afterwards  could  fay  at  the 
bar  of  the  Jewifh  Sanhedrim,  “  I  have  lived  in  all  good  confcF 
tfc  ence  before  God  unto  this  day  who  confcious  of  the  grace 
he  had  received,  expreffed  himfelf  thus  in  the  pretence  of  A- 
grippa,  “  I  would  to  G;od,  that  not  only  thou,  but  alio  all  that 
“  hear  me  this  day,  were  both  almoft  and  altogether  fuch  as  I 
am,  except  thefe  bonds.”  Yet  this  chofen  veil'd  ingcnuoufly 
fcoiffefTeth  his  natural  depravity,  mourns  over  the  remainders  of 
a  body  of  fin,  and  aferibes  thofe  eminent  gifts  and  graces  with 
which  his  foul  was  fo  remarkably  enriched,  to  God,  and  to  him 
alone,  faying,  (1  Cor.  xv.  ic.)  “  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am 
u  what  lam:  and  his  grace  which  was  he  Bowed  upon  me,  was 
not  in  vain  $  but  I  laboured  more  abundantly  than  they  all  : 
“  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me.”  Now 
what  fhould  have  induced  Paul  to  fpeak  after  this  manner, -ifit 
had  not  been  true  ?  Surely  this  was  not  the  way  to  make  a  figure 
in  the  world.  Had  that  been  his  aim,  it  would  have  arifwered 
his  purpofe  far  'etter,  to  have  reprefented  his  high  attainments 
as  the  fruit  of  his  own  labour  and  diligence,  rather  than  a  mere 
alms  to  which  he  had  no  previous  title.  Surely  nothing  but  a 
regard  to  truth  could  have  drawn  from  him  fuch  humble  repeat¬ 
ed 
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ed  acknowledgments  ;  and  therefore  his  teftimony  is  altogether 
beyond  exception.  And  when  I  add,  that  he  wrote'under  the 
immediate  direction  and  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  we  are 
furnifhed  with  the  moft  convincing  evidence  of  the  abfolute  ne- 
ceffity  of  divine  grace,  for  beginning  and  carrying  forward  a  work 
of  fanclification  in  the  foul  of  an  apoftate  creature. 

They  whofe  religion  lies  wholly  in  fpeculation,  who  have  ac¬ 
quired  a  refined  fyftem  of  opinions,  but  never  tried  in  good  ear¬ 
ned  to  reduce  them  to  pradlice,  may  difpute  againft  this  doHrine 
and  flatter  themfelves  into  a  vain  conceit  of  the  vigour  and  fuf~ 
ficiency  of  th#  natural  powers  they  poflefs.  But  all  who  are 
exercifed  to  godlinefs,  who  have  put  their  flrength  to  the  trial, 
(and*  they  only  are  competent  judges  in  a  qneftion  of  this  na¬ 
ture,)  know  the  truth  of  what  I  have  been  proving,  and  wall  be 
ready  to  attbft  it  from-  their  own  experience.  Neverthelefs,  as 
pride  is  the  laft  part  of  the  old  man  that  dies,  it  will  be  profita¬ 
ble  even  for  fuch  perfons  to  u  be  put  in  remembrance  of  thefe 
things,  though  they  know  them,  and  be  eftablifhed  in  the  pre~ 
*c  fent  truth. ”  Have  you  experienced  the  power  of  divine  grace? 
have  you  tailed  and  feen  that  the  Lord  is  good  ?  then  furely  it  is 
meet  that  your  fouls  fhould  blefs  him.  But,  0  be  humble  !, 
and  give  check  to  any  felf-exalting  thoughts.  Confider  both 
where  and  what  you  are.  You  are  ftill  upon  earth,  part  of  the 
wildernefs  lieth  before  you,  and  you  mufl  pafs  through  the  valley 
and  fhadow  of  death,  before  you  can  enter  into  the  promifed 
land.  Many  feeds  of  corruption  ftill  lodgein  your  nature  *,  many 
«nmies  befet  you  both  within  and.  without ;  the  fiery 
d  irts  of  the  wicked  one  fly  thick  on  every  fide  j  and  .nothing  lets 
than  Omnipotence  can  protedl  and  fuftain  you,  and  carry  you 
forward  in  fafe.ty  to  the  end  of  your  journey.  If  you  truft  in 
any  meafure  to  yourfelves,  if  you  depend  upon  fche  grace  you 
have  already  received,  as  if  that  would  be  fufticient  for  the  time 
to  come,  you  (hall  foon  get  a  proof  of  vour  ignorance  and  folly. 
You  need  daily  grace,  as  much  as  daily  bread  *,  for,  feparat'ed 
from  Chrift,  you  can  do  nothing.  Beware,  O  Chriftians  !  of 
undertaking  any  thing  in  your  own  flrength  j  for  that  wnich  is 
begun  in  feif-confidence,  will  moft  afluredly  end  in  fhame  and 
difappointment.  Go  forth  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  Hofts* 
faying,  with  good  king  Jehofhaphat,  2  Chron.  xx.  2i.  “  O  Lord, 
we  know  not  what  to  do,  but  our  eyes  are  towards  thee.  f  - 
And  for  your  encouragement,  I  (hall  now, 

II.  In  the  fecond  place,  Lead  your  thoughts  to  that  all-fuffici- 
ent  grace  which  is  treaiured.  up  in  Chrift  \  whereby  the  weakeft 

of  Jhis  people  are  enabled  to  endure  thebuft’etings  of  Satan,  and 
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{hall  finally  be  made  to  triumph  over  all  their  fpiritual  enemies. 

This  is  a  moft  comfortable  doarinc,  and  cannot  fail  to  beget 
joy  and  confidence  in  every  believing  foul.  How  completely 
wretched  would  the  difcovery  of  our  weaknefs  make  us,  Rad  we 
no  knowledge  where  help  is  to  be  found,  or  hope  tnat  hc;p 
would  be  granted  tQ  us  !  But  blefled  be  God,  neither  of  theie 

is  the  cafe.  For, 

\ji.  An  overflowing  fountain  of  grace  is  fet  open  to  Our  view. 
«  The  word  was  made  “  flelh,”  faith  the  Apottie  John,  “  ami 
«,  dwell  -arpong  us  (and  we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of 
“  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father),  full  of  grace  ?nd  truth.' 
«  It  hath  pleafed  the  Father,”  faith  the  Apoftle  Paul, «  that  in 
him  fhoul-dall  fulnefs  dwell.”  Nay,  “  In  him  dwclieth  alhhe  ful- 
nefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily,”  Colofl'.  ii.  9.  Here  then  is  not 
only  fulnefs,  but  qll  fulnefs  ;  nay,  the  whole  fulnefs  of  the 
Godhead  dwelling  in  Chrift  Jefus  and  what  words  can  im¬ 
port  a  fufficiency  of  grace  if  thefe  do  not  ?  But  may  we  hope 
that  this  grace  Ihall  he  imparted  to  us  ?  Yes,  wc  may.  For, 
in  the 

2 d  place,  The  Scriptures  allure  us  that  all  this  grace  is  trea- 
fured  up  in  Chrift  for  the  behoof  of  his  people,  *1  need  not 
mention  particular  paflages  of  Scripture  for  the  proof  of  this, 
feeing  it  evidently  appears  from  the  whole  ftrain  of  divine  reve¬ 
lation,  where  Chrift  is  uniforiply  reprefented  as  a  public  pes> 
fon,  fuftaining  the  chafer  of  Mediator  or  Surety,  living 
and  dying,  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  the  fake  of  thofe  whom  the 
Father  had  given  him.  Hence  he  is  called  the  head,  and  be¬ 
lievers  are  ft y led  the  members  of  his  body.  He  is  compared  to 
the  vine ;  and,  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  this  figurative  reprefentation, 
believers  are  denominated  branches  which  grow  out  of  this  vine, 
and  derive  all  their  fap  and  nourifhmeiit  from  it.  That  re¬ 
markable  prophecy  of  Ifaiah,  chap.  lxi.  i — 3.  which  our  Lora 
applied  to  himfelf  in  the  fynagogue  a-t  Nazareth,  is  a  clear  and 
flrong  confirmation  of  this  tfuth  ;  <c  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
«  God  is  upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to 
u  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek  •,  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind 
“  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
“  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  ;  to  ap- 

point  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them 
u  beauty  for  afhes,  and  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment 
«  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs  ;  that  they  might  be  cal- 
u  led  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he 
might  be  glorified. ’’  Here  is  a  plain  declaration,  that  Chriif. 

*iyas  anointed,  and  filled  with  the  Spirit,  for  this  very  end,  that 

he 
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he  might  difpenfe  to  his  people  thofe  fupplies  of  grace  which 
their  various  cafes  and  neceflities  might  .require.— We  are  fur, 
ther  allured, 

3 dly  That  Chrift,  upon  all  oceafions,  is  willing  and  ready  to 
impait  his  gi ace  unto  them  according  to  their  need.  Ignorance 
t)f  this  keePs  many  Chriftians  in  a  languifliing  dejeded  hate, 
Though  they  know,  that  the  fulnefs  of  the  Oodhead  dwelleth 
in  Limit,  and  that  all  grace  is  treafured  up  in  him  for  the  benefit 
oi  his  people,  they  are  nevertheiefs  haunted  with  fear!  and 
jealoufies  ^  about  his  willingnefs  to  communicate  this  treafure  to 
them.  Thefe  partly  arife  from  the  fenfe  cf  their  own  uhwor- 
thinefs,  and  partly  from  mifreprefentations  of  Satan,  the  adver- 
fary,  who  doth  every  thing  in  his  power  to  cherifh  and  ftrength, 
en  thofe  evil  itirmifings  which  keep  finners  at  a  distance  from 
the  fountain  of  mercy,  and  drive  them  away  from  that  Al¬ 
mighty  Saviour,  upon  whom  their  help  is  laid.  'But,  blcffed  be 
God  the  Scriptures  fumifh  us  with  arguments  mo  ft  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  refute  all  the  luggeftions  of  Satan  upon  this  head. — • 
T  he  good  will  of  our  Lord  fhines  with  fuch  glory  in  every  page  of 
of  this  facred  book,  that  there  can  remain  no  rational  ground  to. 
doubt  of  it :  In  the  lail  day,  that  great  day  of  the  feaft,  jefus 
ftood,  and  cried,  faying,  If  any  man  third,  let  him  come 
unto,  me,  and  drink.  He  that  believeth  on  me,  out  of  his 
“  belly  lhall  flow  rivers  of  living  water.  This/’  adds  the 
Ikvangelid,  iS  fpake  he  of  the  Spirit,  which  ^  they  that  believe 
him  fhouid  receive,”  John  vii.  37,  38,  39.  He  is  repre- 
lented  in  the  book  of  the  Revelation,  as  (landing  at  the  door, 
and  knocking 5  with  thefe  gracious  words  in  his  mouth  :  «  If  any 
man  wili  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the  door,  I  will  come  in  to 
him,  and  fup  with  him,  and  he  with  me.”  How  fweet  is  his 
name,  jefus,  a  Saviour  how  endearing  the  relations  he  (lands 
in  to  his  \  ople,  as  their  fhepherd,  and  friend,  their  hufband, 
their  brother?  Was  he  not  tempted  that  he  might  fuccour 
thefe  who  are  tempted  ?  And  can  we  have  any  reafon  to  quef- 
iion  his  love  to  us,  who  became  flefh  of  our  fleih,  and  bore  our 
griefs,  for  this  very  end,  that  he  might  be  gracious  ?  Nay,  we 
may  appeal  to  fadhs  fpr  the  proof  of  this  dodlrine.  All  theran- 
fomed  around  the  throne,  who  overcame  by  the  blood  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lamb,  give  teftimony  to  this  great  and  important  truth  : 
and  I  trull  there  are  many  thoufands  upon  earth,  who,  with 
humble  gratitude  and  joy,  can  attefl  the  fame  ;  and  fay  with  the 
Apoftle  John,  «  Of  his  fulnefs  have  all  we  received,  (i  and 
grace  for  grace.”  More  might  be  faid  upon  this  head  j  but  you 
have  heard  enough*  to  (how,  that  believers  in  Chrift  have  all 
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poffible  encouragement  to  come  boldly  to  a  throne  of  grace,  in 
the  afiiirecf  hope  that  they  fhali  obtain  mercy,  and  find'  grace  to 
help  them  in  every  time  of  need— — And  therefore  I  fliall  only 
add, 

4 ihly,  That  this  grace  of  Chrift,  when  once  obtained,  fhall 
infallibly  prove  vidtorious,  and  finally  prevail  againll  all  cppo- 
fition.  He  who  is  the  author,  is  like  wife  the  finifher  of  his 
people’s  faith  ;  for  “  his  gifts  and  calling  are  without  repen- 
iC  tance.”-— He  will  not  break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the 
(<  fmoking  flax,  till  he  bring  forth  judgment  unto  victory.” — 
Grace ,  though  a  fmall  rivulet  in  appearance,  is  fed  with  an 
everlading  fpring.  Where  the  Lord  Jefus  begins  a  good  work, 
he  will  carry  it  on  to  perfedlion,  and  never  leave  the  objects  of 
his  love  till  he  hath  made  them  like  himfelf,  all  glorious  both 
within  and  without,  and  prefented  them  to  his  Father  without 
ipot  and  blemifhi 

Thus  have  I  laid  before  you  two  important  points  of  Chris¬ 
tian  doctrine  *,  jirjly  Our  weaknefs  in  ourfelves  ; — andyfecondly> 
That  fufficiency  of  grace  which  is  to  be  found  in  Chrilt  Jefus. 
The  Spirit  was  not  given  by  meafure  unto  him  ; — and  this  pre¬ 
cious  oil  was  poured  upffci  his  head,  that  from  thence  it  might 
flow  down  to  the  remoted  fkirts  of  his  garments,  and  be  com¬ 
municated  to  all  the  members  of  his  body.  Nay,  he  is,  upon 
all  occafions,  moil  willing  and  ready  to  difpenfe  to  his  people 
this  inedimabie  blefling  :  none  who  come  to  him  under  a  fenlc 
of  need  fliall  be  fent  empty  away.  And  the  fird  fruits  of  his 
Grace  are  a  certain  pledge  and  earned  of  future  glory  $  for 
54  vFhatfoever  is  born  of  God,  overcometh  the  world.”  It  is  not 
fo  much  the  Chridian  that  lives,  as  Chrid  that  liveth  in  him  ; 
and  becaufe  he  lives,  all  who  believe  in  him  {hall  live  alfo 

They  are  kept,”  not  by  their  own  ftrength,  but  u  by  the 
power  of  God,  i(  through  faith  unto  falvation.” 

How  completely  amiable  doth  the  Lord  Jefus  appear  when 
viewed  in  this  light  !  How  fafe  and  happy  are  they  who  are 
vitally  united  to  him  !  c<  The  young  lions  “  do  lack  and  fyfFer 
hunger  j  but  they  that  “  fear  the  Lord  fhall  not  want  any  good 
thing.,?— 1 “  O  fing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  fong,  and  his  praife  in 
“  the  congregation  of  his  faints  :  let  Ifrael  rejoice  in  him  that 
u  made  and  redeemed  him  ;  let  the  children  of  Zion  be  joyful 
u  their  Ring.”— -The  fe  reflections  are  jud  and  natural  :  but 
as  I  mud  not  day  to  enlarge  upon  all  the  ufes  that  might  be 
blade  of  this  fubjedf,  I  fhall  at  prefent  confine  myfelf  to  what 
appears  mod  important  and  feafonablc  *,  namely,  a  few  advices 

i& 


to  Chridians  in  general,  and  more  efpecially  to  thofe  who  havd 
newly  entered  upon  a  religious  courfe. — And, 

i  ft,  I  would  forewarn  you  of  the  oppofition  you  are  likely  t® 
mebt  with  in  your  way  heavenward.  You  have  begun  a  war¬ 
fare  ;  and  (C  every  battle  of  the  warrior  is  with  gonfufed  noife, 
“  and  garments  rolled  in  blood/’  Corruption  will,  no  doubt, 
afiail  you  from  within  ;  but  I  am  to  warn  you  of  danger  from 
another  quarter.  We  read,  that  when  Jefus  was  born,  <(  He- 
“  rod  the  King  was  troubled,  and  all  jeruiale'm  with  him.”  In 
like  manner,  when  Chrift  is  formed  in  any  heart,  all  hell  is  in 
an  uproar,  and  the  malignant  brood  of  the  old  ferpent  upon 
earth  will  not  fail  to  fpit  out  their  venom  againft  that  perfon  as 
lavihdy  as  they  cart.  The  wicked,  among  whom  you  live,  will 
mock  and  ridicule  you  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  your  former 
companions  in  fin  will  taunt  y6u  with  pail  and  pardoned  faults 
(for  pardoned  they  are  if  you  have  come  to  Chrift),  and  will 
exert  their  utmoft  ftrength  and  cunning  to  mar  your  confidence, 
if  they  cannot  carry  you  back  into  the  lame  excefs  of  riot  with 
themfelves ;  Nay,  with  helliih  lp'ite,  they  may  even  forgg  lies 
to  blacken  your  chara&ef,  that  they  may  not  feem  to  have  differ¬ 
ed  any  lofs  by  your  revolt  from  their  party.  All  this  you  have 
reafon  to  expend  *,  and  I  fpeak  of  it  befo*e~hand,  that  when  it 
happens,  you  may  not  be  furprized  or  difeouraged,  as  though 
feme  ftrange  and  unufuai  thing  had  befallen  you,  It  is,  and 
always  hath  been,  the  lot  of  God's  children  $  and  when  you 
fufFerin  this  manner,  you  Have  the  honour  to  fuffet  in  the  bed 
of,  caufes,  and  with  the  bed  of  company.  “  Marvel  not,  my 
<«  brethren.  If  the  world  hate  you  it  hated  your  Lord  before 
it  hated  you,  and  the  fervant  is  not  greater  than  his  mader.  If 
ye  were  of  the  World,  the  world  would  love  its  own  ;  but  be- 
caufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  and  becaufe  Chrift  hath  called 
you  out  of  the  world,  upon  thefe  accounts  the  world  hateth  you. 
u  Rejoice,  therefore,  and  be  exceeding  glad  ;  for  great  is 
«  your  reward  in  heaven/* 

2 dly9  Maintain  a  condant  fenfe  of  your  own  weaknefs.  F.e- 
ni  ember  that  caution  of  the  Apodle,  **  Be  not  high-minded,  but 
fear/’  You  can  only  work  to  purpofe  when  you  work  up¬ 
on  a  prefent  ftrength  :  The  grace  you  receive  to-day  will  need 
a  frefh  fuppiy  of  grace  to  revive  and  actuate  it  to-morrow  *  for 
Chrift  always  difpenfeth  his  peculiar  gifts  in  fuch  a  way,  a$  to 
remind  his  people  of  their  conftant  dependence  upon  him,  and 
tc>  render  them  diligent  in  the  ufe  of  ail  the  means  he  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  for  promoting  the  divine  life  in  their  fouls.  -And  at 
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%dty,  Think  honourably  of  your  Lord,  in  whofe  fervice  you 
are  engaged.  Believe  it,  whatever  Satan  may  fugged  to  the 
contrary,  that  his  heart  is  kind,  and  his  hand  liberal.  It  is  of 
the  highed  importance  to  have  juft  conception's  of  Chrift,  and 
to  know  what  mercy  and  ftrength  are  laid  up  for  us  in  him.— 
Look  not  fo  much  to  your  enemies,  as  to  the  Captain  of  your 
falvation  :  fet  his  promifes  againft  their  threatening,  his  omnL 
potent  grace  againft  their  impotent  malice.  Be  ye  therefore 
bold  and  very  courageous  ;  victory  is  infured  to  you  ;,it  is  al¬ 
ready  fawn  in  that  new  nature  you  have  got  ;  and  ere  long  the 
Prince  of  Peace,  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  fttall  bruife 
Satan  underneath  your  feet,  and  put  that  triumphant  fong  into 
your  mouths,  “  Now  is  com.e  falvation,  and  ftrength,  and  the 
«  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift  ;  for  the 
u  accufer  of  your  brethren  is  caft  down,  which  accufed  them 
before  our  God  day  and  night. 

‘  4 thlyy  Remember,  that  all  this  fufEciertt  grace  is  only  to  be 
obtained  by  prayer  and  fupplicatiori  :  “  For  this,”  faith  God,, 
.  “  will  I  be  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them/” 
Paul,  you  fee,  befought  the  Lord  thrice  before  he  received  the 
anfwer  in  my  text.  Prayer  keeps  the  comrh unication  open  be¬ 
tween  the  head  and  the  members  ;  it  is  the  mefienger  that  goer# 
from  earth  to  heaven,  and  returns  with  all  necellary  bleflings 
from  thence.  Bewrare,  then,  of  negledfing  this  necefTary  duty.. 
Pray  in  faith, — pray  in  the  name  of  Chrift, — pray  without 
ceafing, — and  beg  of  Chrift  to  teach  you  to  pray  aright,  that 
you  may  afk  and  receive,  and  then  your  joy  fhail  be  full. 

Now,  brethren,  1  commend  you  to  God,  “  and  to  the  word 
K(  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to  give  you 
an  inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  faneftified/’  And 
to  him  who  is  able  to  keep  us  from  falling,  whofe  grace  is  fujji- 
cie'nt  for  all  his  people,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circumftances,  to 
the  only  wife  God,  and  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  honour,  do¬ 
minion  and  power*  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen . 
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i  Thessalonians  ii.  4, 

But  as  we  are  allowed  of  God  to  be  put  in  trujl  with  the  Gofpe /* 
even ,  fi  we  J peaky  not  as  pleafmg  men ,  but  God ,  which  trieth 
our  hearts .  *  - 

t  r-  •  > 

* 

X\TWm  we  compare  ourfelves  with  the  primitive  Chrifti- 
Y  ans,  we  are  obliged  to  confefs,  that  in  every  refpe£l* 
we  fall  greatly  fhort  of  their  attainments.  We  feem  to  be  crea¬ 
tures  of  a  lower  rank,  incapable  of  reaching  the  fame  degree  of 
perfection  with  them  :  And  indeed  it  is  to  be  fufpedled,  that 
through  a  falfe  and  vicious  modefty,  we  look  upon  thefe  anci¬ 
ent  worthies  as  examples  which,  though  we  ought  to  imitate* 
we  can  never  hope  to  equal.  Hence  we  reft  fatisfied  with  any 
diftant  refemblance  we  can  attain,  thinking  that  if  we  are  alto¬ 
gether  unlike  to  ,them,  it  is  all  that  a  modern  Chriftian  can  e» 
pe£l. 

>  This  is  a  grofs  and  moft  pernicious  miftake.  The  gate  of 
Heaven  is  no  wider  now  than  it  was  feventeen  hundred  years 
ago.  The  law  of  God  extends  as  far  as  it  did  when  the  Apoftles 
lived  ;  and  I  know  of  no  indulgence  granted  to  us  which  did  not 
exift  in  the  earlieft  times  of  Chriftianity.  The  church  of  Rome 
indeed  hath  taught,  that  fome  eminent  Chriftians  have  done 
more  than  was  ftridtly  neceffary  for  their  own  falvation.  But 
no  fuch  doftrine  is  to  be  found  in  Scripture  *  Nay,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  we  are  told,  that  when  we  have  done  all,  we  are  ftill  un¬ 
profitable  fervants,  and  have  done  no  more  than  what  was  our 
duty  to  do.  To  this'  day,  therefore,  we  are  bound  to  the  fame 
flri£lnefs  and  purity,  to  the  fame  mortification  and  felf-deniaU 
to  the  fame  zeal  and  ftedfaftnefs,  which  diftiilguifhed  the  primi¬ 
tive  Ghriftians  ;  and  it  is  impoftible  to  devife  any  excufe  for  our 
degeneracy  from  their  bright  example.  They  were  all  men  of 
like  paflions  writh  ourfelves  :  they  had  the  fame  corrupt  nature 
to  ftrive  againft,  the  fame  temptations  to  refill,  the  fame  enemies 
to  overcome.  Their  advantages  for  performing  their  duty,  were 
not  greater  than  ours  :  on  the  contrary,  befides  all  that  they 
pofleffed,  we  have  the  benefit  of  their  example  and  experience 
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Goffs  hand  is  not  fhortened,tJie  bloodof  Chrift  hath  loft  none  of 
its  virtue, his  interceffion  is  no  lefs  prevalent,  nor  is  the  power  of 
his  Spirit  in  theleaft  impaired  by  length  of  time  or  conftant  ex- 
ercife.  u  He  is  the  fame  yefterday,  to  day  and  forever  So 
that  we  are  entirely  without  excufe,  if  we  do  not  both  aim  at 
and  a£f  ually  attain  the  fame  degrees  of  holinefs  and  purity  with 
any  of  thofe  that  have  gone  before  us. 

Let  us  then  confider  all  thofe  perfons,  celebrated  in  Scripture- 
hiftory,  as  examples  which  we  not  only  ought  to  copy  after* 
but  may  through  God’s  grace  hope  to  equal :  and  inftead  of  be¬ 
ing  dazzed  with"  the  luftreof  their  virtues,  let  us  fearch  into  the 
principles  which  influenced  their  condudt,  that,  by  cherifhing 
thefe  we  may  be  animated  to  go  and  do  as  they  did. 

The  Apoftle  mentions,  in  the  text,  one  of  diftinguifned  effi¬ 
cacy,  which  I  propofe  to  make  the  fubjedl  of  this  difeourfe  % 
A  fupreme  delire  to  pleafe  God,  who  trieth  the  heart,  without 
regard  either  to  the  praife  or  cenfure  of  men.  It  was  this  which 
fupported  him  under  the  ignominious  treatment  he  met  with  at 
Philippi,  which  he  mentions  in  the  fecond  verfe  of  this  chapter* 
and  encouraged  him  to  per  lift  in  preaching  the  gofpel  which  he 
had  l'eceived  in  trull  from  God.  It  was  this  which  rendered  the 
firft  Chriftians  fuperior  to  adverfity  in  all  its  frightful  forms  :  and 
it  is  the  fame  divine  principle,  which  if  once  it  got  the  entire 
poffeffion  of  our  hearts,  would  be  a  conftant  fpring  of  holy  obe¬ 
dience,  and  enable  us  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  to  follow  the 
cloud  of  witnetTes  who  have  gone  before  us,  through  the  molt 
rugged  paths  of  virtue,  untainted  with  meannefs  and  i  nconftan- 
cy  of  behaviour,  -which  are  the  reproach  of  fo  many  profeffing 
Chriftians  in  our  days. 

I  propofe  therefore,  through  divine  affiftance,  ift,  to  open  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  divine  principle  mentioned- in  my  text  i 
2dly,  To  reprefent  the  happy  effects  which  would  flow  from 
our  being  animated  with  this  fteady  arid  prevailing  defire.  Af¬ 
ter  wnich  I  (hall  conclude  with  a  pra£f  Leal  improvement  of  the 
fubjedh 

I  Begin  with  opening  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  divine 
principle  mentioned  in  the  text.  And  to  prevent  any  miftake 
on  this  head,  it  may  be  needful  to  obferve,  that  our  making  the 
approbation  of  God  our  principal  aim  does  not  exclude  all  re¬ 
gard  to  the  opinion  or  judgment  of  our  fellow-creatures.  We 
are  certainly  bound  by  that  great  law  of  our  religion,  Thou  (halt 
li  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf,”  to  make  the  pleafing  of  our 
brethren,  by  every  lawful  means*  an  objeft  of  attention,  and  a 
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Subordinate  end  of  our  conduct.  And  as  our  neighbour  is  com¬ 
manded  to  love  us  as  himfelf,  both  reafon  and  religion  teach 
us  to  render  ourfelves  as  amiablp  to  him  as  we  can,  that  fo  we 
may  facilitate  his  performance  of  that  important  duty. 

Neither,  on  the  other  hand,  are  we  wholly  to  difregard  the 
centres  of  men,  or  be  altogether  unconcerned,  when  our  repu^ 
tation  is  blackened  by  injurious  calumnjes.  “  A  good  name 
is  better  than  precious  ointment.  ”  It  is  a  fpecial  blefling 
which  we  are  to  receive  with  thankfulness  from  the  hand  of 
God  :  and  it  is  our  duty  to  preferve  it  as  carefully  as  we  can. 
Without  a  good  name,  no  man  can  be  ufeful  in  the  world.  To 
negle£l  it  therefore,  where  it  does  not  proceed  from  a  confci- 
oufnefs  of  guilt  is.  certainly,  in  mod  cafes,  a  very  culpable  indif¬ 
ference.  Thus  far  then  the  judgment  of  men  is  to  be  regarded  : 
but  then  we  muft  pleafe  our  brethren,  only  fo  far  as  it  is  pleaf- 
ing  to  God.  In  every  cafe  we  mud  date  the  matter  thus  % 
Whether  is  it  wafer  to  obey  God  or  man?  to  fear  thofe  who,  after 
they  have  killed  the  body,  have  no  more  they  can  do  ;  of  dp  fear 
him,  who,  after  he  hath  killed,  can  deitroy  both  foul  and  body 
in  hell  ?  We  mud  not  only  contemn  the  favour  of  men  'when, 
compared  with  the  approbation  of  God,  but  learn  to  value  it 
among  thofe  tranfitory  things,  which  are  only  definable  as 
means  for  attaining  a  higher  end. 

In  like  manner,  the  difpleafure  of  men.,  if  unjuft,  mud  be  reck¬ 
oned  among  our  light  afflictions,  which  are  but  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  In  fuch  circumftances  it  mud  appear  a  fmall  matter 
to  us  to  be  judged  of  mans  judgment  :  <c  We  have  one  that 
*f  jpdgeth  us,  even  God.”  That  prophecy  of  o^ir  Saviour  mud 
be  condantly  remembered,  that  the  world  will  hate  us ;  ancf 
his  example  mud  be  ever  before  our  eyes,  who  condescended  to 
be  fcorned,  and  buffeted,  and  flandered  as  an  impoftor  and 
blafphemcr  ;  who  made  hirnfelf  of  no  reputation,  but  endured 
the  crofs  and  defpifed  the  fhame,  leaving  us  an  example  that  w  e 
fhould  follow  his  fteps.  In  a  word,  God  mud  be  pleafed  by 
all  means  ;  his  approbation  is  the  one  thing  needful  :  he  is  now 
ourwitnefs,  and  will,  ere  long,  be  our  judge;  and  in  thefe  two 
characters  we  ought  condantly  to  fethim  before  us. 

This  is  the  temper  which  the  Apoftle  expreffeth  in  the  text., 
— I  proceed  npw,  in  the 

Second  place,  To  reprefent  the  happy  effeCts  which  would 
flow  from  our  being  animated  with  this  fteady  and  prevailing  de¬ 
fire  of  pleafmg  God. 

And,  in  the  ijl  place,  This  would  make  us  ready  to  every 
good  work,  by  removing  all  thofe  grounds  of  helitation  and  fuf~ 
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pence,  whereby  double-minded  people  are  perplexed  and  re¬ 
garded  in  their  way.  A  man  mull  be  very  flow  in  his  motions, 
when  every  ftep  is  burthened  with  iuch  queftions  as  thefe  :  What 
will  men  think  or  fay  of  me,  if  I  adl  in  this  manner  ?  Will 
it  endanger  my  reputation,  or  hurt  my  int.er.eft,  or  prevent  my 
riling  in  the  world  ?  Yon  will  eafily  fee  that  a  confiderable  time 
mull  elapfe  before  all  thefe  difficult  points  can  be  fettled. 
Whereas  the  man  whofe,  Angle  aim  is ‘to  pleafe  God,  is  at  once 
freed  from  all  thefe  incumbrances.  He  no  fooner  difeovers  the 
will  of  God,  than  he  proceeds^  immediately  to  action  ♦,  and 
whild  the  other  is  bewildered  with  numberlefs  conjedtures,  he 
goes  cheerfully  forward,  leaving  all  his.  temporal  concerns  in  the 
hands  of  that  God  by  whole  law  he  is  governed,  and  to  whofe 
difpofal  he  is  entirely  refigned.  And  is  not  this  an  tinfpeakable 
advantage,  towards  abounding  in  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  ? 
How  free  is  the  mind  of  fuch  a  man,  how  firm  are  his  fteps. 
He  walks  draight  forward,  without  deviating,  into  by-paths  ; 
and  whild  his  confidence  tells  him  that  he  is  accepted  ot  God, 
he  enjoys  a  pure  and  unmixed  tranquility,  which  the  world  can 
neither  give  nor  take  away  , 

A  2 d  happy  effect  that  would  flow*  from  our  being  animated 
with  a  fteady  and  prevailing  defire  of  pleafing  God,  would  be, 
that  our  conduct  would  thereby  become  confident  and  uniform, 
God  alone  is  invariable.  What  pleafed  him  yeiterday,  pl-eafeth 
him  to-day  as  well  ;  and  though  his  commandments  are  exceed¬ 
ing  broad,  yet  they  perfectly  agree  among  themfelves,  and, make 
one  beautiful  and  harmonious  fyftem.  Whereas  men  not  only 
differ  from  one  another,  but,  at  times,  from  themfelves  alfo, 
and  require  oppofite  and  contra'didtary  things  *,  which  makes  it 
abfoluteiy  impoflible  to  pleafe  any  number  of  them  at  one  time, 
or  even  to  continue  long  in  the  favour  of  anyone  of  them, 
without  the  mod  difgraceful  inconfidencits  in  our  condutf. 
But  he  whofe  {Ingle  aim  is  to  pleafe  God,  in  Some  meaiure  re- 
fembles  the  Father  of  lights,  «  with  whom  is  no  variablenefs, 
ic  neither  fhadow  of  turning^ — “  His  path,  is  as  the  morning 

light  that  fkineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  d;ay.7>  His 
character  is  dill  brightening  ,  he  advanceth  from  one  degree  of 
grace  to  another  ;  and  is  every  moment  drawing  nearer  to  the 
enjoyment  of  that  God  whofe  approbation  he  conbantly 
fought. 

In  the  3^  place,  7_"he  divine  principle  mentioned  in  my  text, 
would  produce  an  univerfal  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,’ be  ^ 
c^ufe  they  are  but  various  ways  of  comparing  the  important  end 
at  which  it  aims. 
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The  man  who  is  truly  animated  with  it,  wild,  like  David, 
have  a  «  refpedl  to  all  God’s  commandments  and  inflead  of 
com  gaming  Tat  they  are  grievous,  will  rather  rejoice  in  being 
iurnifhed  with  fuch  a  variety  of  opportunities  for  promoting  thfe 
glory  of  his  heavenly  Father.  This  divine  principle  will  have 
influence  upon  him  in  the  moft  fecret  retirement,  as  well  as 
when  he  adds  in  the  open  view  of  the  world.  The  hypocrite, 
who  courts  the.  approbation  of  men,  may  be  very  exact  and* 
punctual  in  tne  outward  exercifes  of  religion  :  but  he  who  feeks 
to  pieaie  God,  will  not  reft  in  thefe.  He  knows  that  his  Father 
leeth  him  in  fecret ,  he  rejoiceth  in  the  thought  of  it,  and 
therefore  omits  no  duty  that  bears  the  ft  amp  of'  his  authority  " 
Tea,  his  heart  is  as  much  engaged  in  the  feyereft  ads  of  felf- 
denial,  as  in  thofe  inftances  of  obedience  which  are  accompani¬ 
es  with  the  rnoft  immediate  pleaiure  and  advantage. - r-And 

this  leads  me  to  obferve,  in  the  / 

4 ‘to  puace,  i  hat  a  fincere  delire  of  pleafing  God,  would  like* 
ieJcn  tiie  difficulties  of  obedience,  and  fupport  us  under 
an  the  lufFerings  to  which  our  duty  may  at  any  time  expofe  us. 
Perhaps  our  duty  may  be  accompanied  with  much  pain  and 
troutue  in  the  world  :  Perhaps,  like  Paul,  we  may  be  fhame- 
rally  Untreated,  and,  like  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles,  looked  upon 
35  tne  filth  and  pfFscouring  of  all  things.  But  ftill  the  Chrif- 
ran  realons  thus  : - c  What  are  thefe  things  to  me  ?  Is  it  not 

*  better  to  pleale  God  than  to  indulge  this  corrupt  flefh,  or  to 

*  leek  the  approbation  of  man,  whole  breath  is  in  his  nof- 
cs  tnls  {”  Should  I  pleafe  men,  I  could  not  be  the  fervant  of 

*  Cnrift.  Thofe-  hardships  and  difficulties  which  I  now  fufler* 
will  loon  be  at  an  end :  and  though  my  good  things  are  not  in 
this  life,  yet  hereafter  I  {hall  be  comforted  in  that  ftatca 
where  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling,  and  the  weary  are 

*c  acre/tT  <  Was  I  not  forewarned  by  my  bleffed  Saviour,  that 

*  r^e  way  to  his  kingdom  lay  through  many  tribulations  ;  and 
c  lhali  I  now  faint,  becaufe  I  find  it  to  be  fo  ?  Where  can  I 

*  enjoy  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  fhowing  my  regard  to  my 

*  Lord,  as  by  ferving  him,  now  that  I  am  brought  to  the  teft.f 
6  He  is  now  faying  to  me,  as  once  he  faid  to  Peter.  ii  Loveft 
4'  thou  iiie,  more  than  thefe  ?'■  Awake  then,  O  my  foul,  and 
4  anfwer  with  that  Apoftle,  u  Thou  Lord,  who  knoweft  all 
4  tilings,  knoweft  that  1  love  thee ;  ”  and  I  adore  thy  goodnefs 
€  in  grantmg  me  this  opportunity  of  teftifying  the  ftrength  and 
4  fincerity  of  my  love,  to  thy  glory  and  my  unfpeukable  comfort/ 
Such  will  be  the  fentiments  of  the  man  whdfe  fingle  aim  is  to 
obtain  the  approbation  of  God,  He  will  continue  firm  and  un~ 
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fnaken-,  a  mid  ft  the  greateft  fufferings  ;  whilft  the  hypocrite* 
like  the  bafe  multitude  who  followed  Chrift  only  for  the  loaves* 
will  be  offended,  and  fall  off,  when  a  day  of  trouble  comes.— 
1  £hall  only  add,  in  the 

$th  and  lajl  place,  That  this  divine  principle  will  make  a  man 
ea^fy  and  fatisficd,  whatever  be  his  outward  condition  in  the 
world.  He  knows  that  his  lot  is  appointed  by  God,  and  his  on¬ 
ly  anxiety  is  to  perform  that  part  which  hath  been  affigned  to 
him  :  being  fully  affured  that  God,  who  is  norefpedfer  of  per*- 
fons,  will  gracioudy  accept  his  fincere  endeavours  to  pleafe  him* 
whether  his  ftation  be  high  or  low,  whether  his  circumftances 
be  rich  or  poor.  His  only  concern  is,  that  Chrift  may  be  mag¬ 
nified  in  his  body.  Like  a  determined  traveller,  he  takes  the 
road  as  he  finds  it,  and  makes  no  complaints,  provided  it  lead 
him  to  the  end  of  his  journey. 

Thefe  are  fome  of  the  advantages  which  would  flow  from  a 
lincere  and  fteady  defire  of  pleafmg  God,  and  him  only.— But 
to  fet  thefe  advantages  in  a  more  ftriking  light,  let  us  a  little  exa¬ 
mine  the  oppofite  principle,  and  take  a  view  of  the  man  whofe 
great  aim  is  to  obtain  the  approbation  of  his  fellow-creatures. — 
Conftder  then, 

ifiy  To  what*  a  drudgery  he  fubjedh  hirnfclf,  and  what  a 
ftrange  and  inconfiftent  part  he  muft  aft.  He  makes  him  felt 
fhe^  fervant  of  every  man,  whofe  cenfure  he  fears,  or  whofe 
praife  he  covets.  He  renounceth  his  own  will  and  reafon  *,  and 
to  whom  ?  Not  to  God,  who  requires  nothing  but  what  is  hoiy* " 
juft,  and  good  ;  but  to  creatures  like  himfelf,  ignorant,  per- 
verfe,  and  capricious.  He  who  is  refolved  to  pleafe  men,  muff 
follow  them  through  aft  their  jarring  inconfiftent  humours.  He 
muff  undo  to-morrow  what  he  does  to-day;  he  muft  aftiime 
a  different  appearance  in  every  company  y  he  muft  be  the  fer- 
vant  of  fervants,  contemptible  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  often 
defpifed  by  thofe  very  men  whofe  approbation  he  courts.  For 
it  is  to  be  ooferved,  that  reipedf  and  efteem  are  fooner  found 
by  an  honeft  indifference  about  them,  than  by  an  anxious  per¬ 
mit  of  them.  They  who  are  fatisfied  with  the  approbation  of 
their  heavenly  Father  who  feeth  them  in  fecret,  are  for  the 
moil  part  rewarded  by  him  openly,  according  to  what  the  wife 
man  faith,  “UVhen  a  man’s  ways  pleafe  the  Lord,  he  maketh 
even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him.”  Whereas  it  holds 
aim  oil  univerfally  true,  that  men  lofe  refpedl  in  proportion  as 
tuey  are  obferved  to  court  it  with  anxiety,  and  link  thereby  in- 
L°  gTfater  contempt  than  otherwise  they  would  have  done.  But, 
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2 dlyi  Let  us  fuppbfe  that  they  obtain  what  they  covet  fo  ear- 
neftly  5  how  trivial  is  the  acquifition  !.  “  Verily,”  faith  our 
Lord  concerning  men-pleafers,  <s  they  have  their  reward/’ 
Ah!  Poor  reward  !  to  obtain  the  friendship  and  favour  of  dy¬ 
ing  men,  inftead  of  the  approbation  of  Gbd,  and  the  teftimony 
of  a  good  confcience  ;  to  remember,  in  hell,  that  they  were 
well  fpoken  of  on  earth,  aifd  that  the  fentence  of  their  Judge 
was  the  firft  thing  that  undeceived  their  fellow-creatures  as  to 
their  true  character .  This  is  the  whole  amount  of  their  gain, 
even  fuppofing  that  they  fucceed  in  their  purfuit. — But  I  mull 
now  add,  in  the 

3 d  place, /.That  this  is  only  a  fuppofitioh  \  for  fo  great  is  the 
difficulty  of  pleafing  men,  that,  after  all  your  pains,  it  is  ten 
thoufand  to  one  but  you  fhall  fail  in  the  attempt.  The  very 
number  of  thofe  whom  you  would  pleafe,  renders  it  almoft  im. 
poffible  to  fucceed  in  it.  We  cannot  at  one  time  obferve  all  who 
obferve  us,  and  expedf  to  be  pleafedby  us.  We  are  like  a  per- 
fnn  who  has  but  a  few  pieces  of  money  in  his  pocket,  and  sl 
crowd  pf  beggars  about  him.  If,  according  to  his  beft  judg¬ 
ment,  he  divides  the  whole  among  the  mod  needy,  that  he  may 
pleafe  God,  he  is  fure  of  attaining  his  end.  But  if  he  attempts 
to  manage  fo  as  to  pleafe  them,  he  will  be  miferably  difap- 
pointed.  For  though  the  few  that  {hared  of  his  bounty,  may 
poffibly  be  fatisfied  with  their  proportion  ^  yet  the  reft,  who  got 
nothing,  will  revile,  and  perhaps  curfe  him,  as  penurious  and 
unmerciful.  Befides,  the  different  parties,  and  interfering;  inter- 
efts  of  men,  make  it  impoffible  to  pleafe  all.  If,  in  any  cafe, 
you  join  with  one  party,  the  other,  of  courfe,  will  be  offend¬ 
ed  :  If  you  keep  yourfclf  difengag<?d  from  either  fide,  you  will 
probably  incur  the  refentment  of  both  :  or,  if  you  think  to 
keep  the  good  will  of  both  by  trimming;,  making  each  believe 
that  you  are  on  their  fide  :  befides  the  bafenefsof  the  pradlice, 
which  imift  fet  a  man  at  irreconcilable  variance  with  himfelf, 
you  muft  live  in  a  perpetual  fear  of  a  difeovery  *,  end  when  you 
are  dete tiled,  both  will  hate  you  worfe  than  they  do  each  other.— 
Nay,  in  the 

4 17:  place,  Should  you  give  up  the  idea  of  obtaining  univerfal 
favour,  and  content  yo.urfelves  with  plealing  a  few  j  yet  fuch  is 
the  mutability  of  men’s  tempers,  that  your  fticcefs,  even  in  this 
limited  attempt,  is  very  precarious.  For  how  variable  is  the 
mind  of  man  ?  Ever  fhifting  about,  and  alternately  pleafed  and 
difpleafed  with  the  fame  thing.  When  you  have  (pent  the  belt 
fo  your  days  in  building  upon  this  fand,  one  blaft  fhall  throw 
down  the  laboi  1-ous  fabric  in  a  moment.  For  difficult  as  it  is  to 
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gairt  the  favour  of  men.  it  is  (til!  more  difficult  topreferve  it,  or 
to  regairl  it  when  it  is  loft.  Serve  them  as  fubmiflively  as  you 
can,  yet  fome  crois  accident,  fome  failure  in  gratifying  their  un¬ 
reasonable  expectations,  may  fuddenly  turn  all  your  honours  in¬ 
to  difgrace,  and  leave  you  to  complain,  as  Cardinal  Wolfeydid 
5  Had  I  ferved  God  as  faithfully  as  man,  he  would  not  thus 
f  have  forfaken  me  in  my  old  age.’  Nay,  the  perverfenefs  of 
many  is  fo  great,  that  they  require  contradictions  ere  they  will 
be  pleafed.  If  John  come  failing,  they  fay,  he  hath  a  devil : 
If  Chrift  come  eating  and  drinking,  they  fay,  «  Behold  a  man 
tc  gluttonous  and  a  wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  fin- 
ners.”  If  your  judgment  and  pradtice  be  accommodated  to 
your  fuperiors,  fome  will  call  you  fupple  and  temporiling  :  If  it 
he  other  wife,  you  will  perhaps  be  reproached  as  difcontented 
and  feditious. 

Thus,  you  fee,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  all  men,  or  even 
any  considerable  number  of  them  at  one  time.  Nor  have  we 
caufe  to  wonder  at  this,  when  we  confider,  that  our  blefled  Sav¬ 
iour  himfelf,  notwithftandinghis  perfedt  innocence  and  wifdom 
was  mpre  reviled  than  any  man.  Can  you  do  mere  to  deferye 
the  favour  ©f  men  than  Chrift  did  ?  Or  can  you  expedl  to  pleafe 
thoie  who  are  difplcafed  with  God  himfeif  ?  For  is  not  God  dai¬ 
ly  difpleafing  men  in  the  courfc  of  his  providence  ?  And  what 
is  there  that  they  quarrel  with  more  bitterly  than  with  his  word? 
In  fine,  how  can  we  expedl  to  pleafe  any  number  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  when  we  cannot  even  pleafe  ourfelves  conftantlv  ? 
And  lor  the  truth  of  this,  I  appeal  to  your  own  experience. 

ou  muft  be  lingular  indeed,  if  you  never  fall  out  with  your- 
leives  5  I  mean  fingularly  inattentive  (to  give  it  no  hardier 
name),  for  with  the  bell  I  am  fure  there  is  too  often  juft  caufe 
for  it.  It  then  we  are  not  able  to  prelerve  our  own  efteem  at 

all  times,  how  can  we  expedl  to  preferve  the  approbation  of 
other  men  ? 

And  now  what  is  your  judgment  upon  the  whole  ?  Is  not 
tnan-pleafing  both  a  vain  and  fruitlefs  attempt  ?  Is  it  wife  to 
hrtvv.  5 or  your  aim  a  thing  fo  difquieting,  and  fo  very  precarious  ? 
Is^t  not  oj  far  the  wifer  courfc  to  feek  the  approbation  of  God^ 
Wiio  tiieth  your  hearts,  whom  you  pleafe  mo  ft  eftedlually  when 
you  purfue  your  own  beft  intereft  ?  He  is  not  variable  in  his  af¬ 
fections,  like  men.  Whom  lie  loves,  he  loves  unto  the  end- 
**  Neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  preient,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  heightb, 
nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  fhall  be  able  to  feparate  us 
^rom  his  love,  which  h  in  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 
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Let  me  then  addrefs  you  in  the  words  of  this  fame  Apoftle, 
on  another  occafion,  “  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price,  be  not  ye 
«  the  fervants  of  men.”  Remember  what  our  Lord  faid  to 
his  difciples  while  he  was  on  earth  ;  “  One  is  your  Matter, 
Cf  even  Chrift.”  To  him  you  owe  all  your  homage  ;  him  only 
you  are  bound  to  pleafe.  And  is  not  his  favour  a  fufficient 
portion  ?  Did  he  fuller,  and  bleed,  and  die,  that  your  hearts 
might  be  his,  and  will  you  refufe  him  that  which  he  hath  fo 
dearly  bought  ?  Where  can  you  find  a  better  Mafter,  or  one 
that  you  can  be  fo  certain  of  pleafing,  if  you  apply  yourfelves 
to  it  ?  He  requires  no  contradictory  or  impracticable  fervices. 
He  hath  left  you  in  no  uncertainty  about  your  duty  Y ou  need 

not  fay,  “  Wherewith  (hall  we  come  before  the  Lord  ?  He  hath 
(hewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good,  and  vrhat  he  requires  of 
ct  you,”  even  in  his  written  word,  which  he  hath  given  to  be 
a  lamp  to  your  feet,  and  a  light  unto  your  paths.”  He  makes 
alfo  the  moft  gracious  allowances  for  your  infirmities.  The 
willing  mind  is  accepted  by  him  *,  and  although  through  weak- 
nefs  you  fall  (hort  of  your  own  good  purpofes,  yet  he  will  fay 
to  you  as  he  did  to  David,  when  he  purpofed  to  build  him  ail 
houfe,  c<  It  was  well  that  it  was  in  thine  heart.” 

Who  then  would  not  apply  himfelf  to  gain  the  approbation 
of  fuch  a  Mafter  ?  This  aim,  well  eftabhfhed,  would  be  a  con~ 
ftant  principle  of  holy  obedience,  and  make  us  to  abound  in  all 
thofe  fruits  of  rigiiteoufnefs,  which  are  through  Ghrift  to  the 
praife  and  glory  of  God.  Let  this  henceforth  then  be  our  foie 
ambition,  to  approve  ourfelves  to  him,  by  whofe  fentence  our 
final  condition  rnuft  be  determined.  And  let  it  be  our  conftant 
requeft  at  the  throne  of  grace,  that  God  by  his  almighty  Spirit 
may  exalt  our  fouls  above  every  mean  and  fordid  view,  and  en¬ 
able  us  always  fo  to  fpeak  and  aCt  cc  not  as  pleafing  men,  but 
God,  who  trieth  our  hearts.” —Then  the  peace  of  God, 
which  pafTeth  all  understanding,  fha.ll  keep  our  hearts  and  minds 
through  Chrilt  Jefus  :  and  amidft  all  the  changing  fcenes  of 
life,  we  dial]  have  this  for  our  rejoicing,  even  the  testimony  of 
a  good  confidence,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity,  not 
with  fleflily  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had 
our  converfation  in  the  world. 
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Acts  xh  23*. 


exhorted  them  ally  that  with  purpofe  of  heart  they  would 

cleave  unto  the  d»ord« 


IT  is  not  eafy  to  conceive  a  more  complete  or  amiable  cha¬ 
racter  than  that  which  is  given  of  Barnabas  in  the  following 
verfe  :  iC  He  was  a  good  man,  and  full  ot  the  Holy  One  ft  and 
u  of  faith.”  And  as  a  good  man,  out  of  the  good  treafure  of 
his  heart,  bringeth  forth  goocj,  things  ;  fo  this  faithful  mimfter 
of  Chrift,  who  had  been  fent  by  the  Church  in  Jerufaleift  to 
vifit  the  new  converts  at  Antioch,  having  feen  thofe  real  effefls 
of  the  grace  of  God  among  them,  of  which  he  had  formerly 
heard  the  agreeable  report,  was  filled  with  joy ;  and,  like  a 
true  “  fon  of  confolation,”  which  his  name  fignifies,  he  u  ex- 
tt  horted  them  all,  that  with  purpofe  of  heart  they  would 
a  cleave  unto  the  Lord,”— My  defign  in  difeourfing  from  thefe 

words,  is,  # 

1 J}y  To,  explain  the  exhortation  contained  in  them  ;  2 diy,  to 

enforce  it  by  fome  motives  and  arguments  ;  and,  3 dly9  To  offer 
forne  directions  which,  through  the  bleffing  of  God,  may  be 
ufeful  to  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  complying  with  it. 

I  begin  with  explaining  the  exhortation  contained  in  the 

text - And,  # 

\fty  It  is  obvious,  that  it  fuppofeth  thofe  to  whom  it  is  direct¬ 
ed  to  be  already  entered  upon  a  rjpgious  courfe  of  life.  Barna¬ 
bas  addrefled  his  difeourfe  to  pertons  who  were  real  converts  to 
Chriftianity.  It  appears  from  the  21  ft  and  22d  verfes,  that  the 
tidings  which  had  come  to  Jerufalem  concerning  them,  expreiT- 
ly  affirmed;  that  a  great  number  had  believed  and  turned  un- 
«  to  the  Lord  and  Barnabas,  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Anti¬ 
och,  received  full  conviction  that  this  report  was  true  ;  for  he 

**  faw  the  grace  of  God,  and  v/as  glad/5  The  form  of  his  ex¬ 
hortation 
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liortation  indeed  fufficiently  diftinguifheth  the  character  of  thofe 
to  whom  it  was  addrefted  ;  for  fuch  as  had  never  been  joined 
to  the  Lord  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  be  exhorted  to  cleave 
or  to  adhere  to  him.  And  as  this  exhortation,  when  addrefied 
to  us,  fuppofeth  that  we  have  already  chofen  the  ways  of  God* 
fo  it  implies  alfo,  that  our  choice  is  the  fruit  of  mature  and  fo- 
lid  confideration.  "  This  purpofe  of  heart, ”  with  which  we 
are  to  “  cleave  unto  the  Lord,5’  is  not  a  blind  and  obftinate  bi¬ 
gotry,  which  pufheth  men  headlong  in  a  way  which  they  know 
not.  Perfons  of  this  character  may  have  a  fair  fhow  in  the 
time  of  profperity  :  but  when  they  are  brought  to  the  trial  of 
adverfity,  they  will  relinquifh  againft  reafon  what  they  began 
without  it ;  and  will  turn  as  violent  in  oppofmg  religion,  as  ever 
they  leemed  zealous  in  promoting  it. — In  the 

2 d  place,  The  exhortation  in  my  text  requires  the  habitual 
exercife  of  all  the  graces  of  the  Chriftian  life  ;  the  conftant 
performance  of  every  commanded  duty.  It  is  not  enough  that 
.  we  draw  near  to  the  Lord  on  fome  Hated  occafions,  or  have  fome 
tranfient  flalhes  of  devotion,  like  the  Ifraelites  of  old,  concern¬ 
ing  whom  it  is  faid  (Hofea  vi.  4.),  that  their  goodnefs,  like 
the  morning  cloud  and  early  dew/’  appeared  for  a  little,  and 
then  “  vanifhed”  away.  We  muft  cleave  to  the  Lord  at  all 
times  ;  devotion  muft  be  the  prevailing  temper  of  our  minds  ; 
and  our  habitual  pra£tice  muft  correfpond  to  it.  It  muft  be  our 
fixed  defign,  and  fincere  refolution,  to  ke£p  all  God’s  command¬ 
ments,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places  and  circumftances. 

Some  there  are  who  lay  down  refolutions  for  the  performance 
of  certain  duties,  with  a  defigned  exception  of  others  :  Or  per¬ 
haps  they  purpofe  to  perform  all  the  branches  of  duty  for  a  par¬ 
ticular  feafon,  with  a  fecret  referve,  that  when  that  time  (hall 
be  elapfed,  they  will  then  return  to  their  former  courfe  of  life. 
But  all  fuch  refa^utions  are  an  abomination  to  God,  as  being 
hypocritical  and  infincere  :  and  plainly  fhow  that  the  firft  ftep 
in  religion  is  not  yet  taken.  For  at  the  leaf!;,  it  is  effential  to 
the  character  of  a  true  Chriftian,  that  there  be  a  fixed  and  pe¬ 
remptory  defign  to  adhere  to  all  duty,  at  all  times.  Grievous, 
failures  and  fins  there  may  be,  even  where  there  are  fuch  honeft 
and  upright  purpofes  \  but  if  thefe  are  wanting,  our  profeiTion 
of  religion  mull  be  altogether  vain — In  the 

3 d  place,  The  exhortation,  in  my  text  requires  that  we  make 
an  open  and  honeft  profeflion  of  our  adherence  to  the  Lord.  ~ 
And  I  mention  this,  not  only  becaufe  of  the  importance  of  the 
thing  itfelf,  but  alfo  on  account  of  the  fhameful  and  pernicious 
failure  even  of  fome  good  people  in  this  matter.  Inftead  of 

confeffing 


confeffmg  Chrift  boldly  before  men,  they  take  as  wide  Heps  a  a 
their  confidences  will  allow  them,  to  fpeak  the  language,  and 
to  a <51  the  manners  of  a  corrupt  generation,  from  the  dread  of 
appearing  Angular,  or  of  incurring  the  charge  of  oftentatio n 
or  hypocrify:  But  this  method  of  concealing,  or  rather  indeed 
of  giving  away  a  part  of  our  religion,  to  fecure  the  reputation 
of  the  reft,  is  neither  honeft  nor  wife.  Honeft  it  cannot  be; 
for  it  is  juft  as  fraudulent  to  impofe  upon  men,  by  Teaming 
worfe  than  we  are,  as  by  feeming  better  :  And  furely  it  is  not 
wife  ;  for  if  we  refolve  to  have  the  appearance  of  no  more  reli¬ 
gion  than  corrupt  minds  will  allow  to  be  fmcere,  lam  afraid 
we  mull  give  it  up  altogether,  and  preferve  the  opinion  61  our 
honefty,  by  appearing  to  have  no  religion  at  all.  Hypocrify  is 
a  bad  thing,  not  hecaufe  it  wears  the  form  of  religion,  but 
becaufe  it  wants  the  powers  of  it  ;  and  the  way  to  avoid  hypoc¬ 
rify,  is  not  by  doing  lefs  than  the  hypocrite,  but  by  doing  more 
and  better.  Our  Saviour,  who  fpent  whole  nights  in  prayer, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  condemn  the  Phan  fees  for  praying  long  ; 
but  for  making  their  prayers  a  cloak  to  cover  their  covetoufnefs 
and  oppreftion.  He  does  not  find  fault  with  them  for  their  out¬ 
ward  beauty,  but  for  their  inward  pollution  and  deformity.  If 
holinefs  be  really  within  us,  we  have  no  occafion  to  dread  any 
harm  from  its  appearing  outwardly.  It  will  at  length  overcome 
the  malice  of  the  world,  and  prove  its  divine  original,  both  by 
its  native  luftre,  and  its  powerful  influence  upon  thofe  who  be¬ 
hold  it. - Once  more,  in  the 

qth  place,  The  exhortation  in  the  text  requires*  that  we  per- 
fevere  in  our  adherence  to  the  Lord  to  the  end  of  our  lives.  It 
is  not  fufficlent  that  we  be^in  well,  and  continue  faithful  for  a 
while.  We  muft  hold  on  our  way,  and  wax  ftronger  and 
ftronger  as  v/e  proceed.  We  muft  not  be  wearied  with  the 
length  of  the  way,  but  a  lifting  up  the  hands  that  hang  down, 
u  and  {lengthening  the  feeble  knees, ’*  we  muft  run  without 

wearying,  and  walk  without  fainting,  prefixing  towards  the 
**  mark,  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift; 

Jefus.”  We  muft  not  give  up  religious  exereifes,  either  be¬ 
caufe  of  the  frequent  repetition  of  felf-denying  duties,  or  of 
the  bodily  decay  which  old  age  brings  on,  or  of  the  increafing 
infirmities  of  the  mind.  W,e  muft  not  give  over  our  work  in 
defpondency,  becaufe  of  the  flownefs  of  our  progrefs,  the  fmall- 
nefs  of  our  fuccefs,  or  the  number  and  ftrength  of  our  enemies* 
--For  ali  thefe  difeouragements  will  foon  be  over,  {C  and  in  due 
a  time  we  (ball  reap,  if  we  faint  not,  a  glorious  and  everlafting 


reward.5’— -Haying  thus  explained  the  exhortation  in  my. 
text, I  proceed  now,  in  the 

2d  place,  To  enforce  it  by  feme  motives  and  arguments,—*. 
Confider  then, 

iftt  That  the  fame  reafons  which  at  firft  determined  you  to 
rffoofe  the  ways  of  God,  are  equally  forcible  for  exciting  you, 
ro pevfeyere  in  them  to  the  end.  Upon  what  grounds  did  ye 
embrace  your  religion  at  firft  ?  Why  was  it  that  ye  ratified, 
when  ye  came  to  years,  that  profeffion  into  which  ye  -were  bap¬ 
tized  .?  Was  it  bccaufe  of  the  divine  authority  upon' which  your 
religion  reds  ?  This  reafon  furely  (till  holds,  to  make  you  ad¬ 
here  to  it  amidft  the  ftrongeft-  temptations  :  for  divine  authori¬ 
ty  is  always  to  be  obeyed,  whatever  difficulties  lie  in  the  way  ; 
nay,  though  the  commands  of  the  higheft  powers  on  earth 
fhould  interfere  with  it.  Was  it  concern  for  your  eternal  fab 
vation,  and  conviction  that  ((  there  is  no  other  name  under 
heaven,  given  among  men,  whereby  you  can  be  faved,  but 
£C  the  name  of  Chrift  ?”  and  does  not  this  reafon  bind  you  as 
much  to  cleave  to  the  Lord  as  to  come  to  him  at  firft  ?  u  The 
Lord  is  with  you  while  ye  be  with  him,  and  if  ye  feek  him 
he  will  be  found  of  you  ,  but  i(  ye  forfake  him,  he  wil  1  for- 
fake  you,”  4t  He  that  endureth  to  the  end,”  faith  Chrift, 
fhall  be  -faved.*’ — c<But  if  any  man  draw  back,  my  foul  fhall 
u  have  no  pleasure  in  him.”  Nav,  the  cafe  of  apoftates  is  re- 
prefen  ted  every  where  in  Scripture  as  inconceivably  more  dread¬ 
ful  than  that  of  any  other  ftrmers.  Once  more,  did  you  enter 
upon  a  religious  courfe  of  life,  becaufe  your  confidences  would 
not  fuller  you  to  be  at  peace  till  you  had  done  io  ?  This  rea¬ 
fon  alfo  binds  you  to  perfevere  as  you  have  begun  ;  for  the  more 
faithfully  y  ou  cleave  to  the  Lord,  the  more  ftedfafty  you  refifl 
temptation,  the  greater  peace  and  tranquility  you  will  have  in 
your  own  minds.  Nay,  the  obftacies  which  now  make  your 
progrefs  difficult  and  painful,  will  gradually  dhappear,  and  at 
length  you  fhall  find,  that  u  wifdom’s  ways  are  ways  of  plea¬ 
se  fantnefs,  and  that  all  her  paths  are  peace/’  .  In  a  word, 
whatever  good  reafon  we  had  to  let  out  in  the  Chriftian  courie, 
the  fame  reafon  will  hold  for  our  perfeverance  in  it..  If  we  be¬ 
gan  it  from  bad  or  f  rom  worldly  motives,  our  religion  is  but  an 
empty  profefiion,  without  any  reality.  In  this  cale  we  are  not 
yet  Chriftians  ;  and  therefore  the  exhortation  in  the  text  doth 

not  belong  to  us. — Confider,  in  the 

•2 d  place,  That  all  the  bribes  which  can  be  offered,  in  order  to 
deduce  you  from  your  adherence  to  the  Lord,  are  vain,  precari¬ 
ous,  and  unfatsfying.  .  How  often  have  men  u  maue  ftiip- 
•  '  wreck 
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%r«ck  of  faith  and  of  a  good  confidence/'  for  a  mere  fhadow  of 
expectation  which  was  never  realized  to  them  ?  But  though 
you  fliould  obtain  all  that  this  world  can  prefent  to  you,  yet 
how  bitter  is  that  advantage  which  is  purchafed  at  the  expence 
of  inward  peace  and  tranquility  ?  Nay,  how  vain  and  precari¬ 
ous  are  the  enjoyments  of  this  world  at  the  belt  t  -  44  Rio  lies  of- 
u  ten  make  to  the mfe hres  wings  and  dee  away  and  then  they 
leave  the  perfon  much  more  unhappy  than  they  found  him,  un¬ 
der  the  dominion  of  inflamed  appetites,  without  the  proper  objetts 
to  fatisfv  them.  The  joy  of  the  wicked  is  like  the  “  crackling 
of  thorns  tinder  a  pot  5”  vain  whilft  it  lads,  and  foon  at  an  end- 
Balaam  loved  the  reward  of  unrighteoufnefs,  and  he  obtained  it  § 
but  what  did  he  reap  from  it  at  laft  ?  he  Returned  to  his  own 
country  loaded  with  riches5  but  ail  his  enjoyments  wore  embit¬ 
tered  by  an  evil  confidence,”  and  he  himfielf  was  foon  after 
brought  to  an  untimely  end  by  the  vi&orious  arms  of  the  Ifrat- 
lites.  So  deceitful  are  the  offers  with  which  this  world  would 
feduce  you  from  your  adherence  to  the  Lord.  But  in  cleaving 
to  the  Lord,  you  can  never  be  difappointed  in  your  expectati¬ 
ons  ;  for  he  hath  laid*  “  I  wall  never  leave  thee  nor  foxfakc 
thee.,?- -Confider  in  the 

place,  What  obligations  yon  lie  under  to  this  Lord  to 
Whom  you  are  exhorted  in  the  text,  to  u  cleave  with  purpefe  of 
hear t.J>  He  it  was  that  befriended  you  in  your  greateft  ne'cef- 
fity,  and  that  brought  falvation  with  his  own  arm,  when  there 
was  no  other  eye  to  pity  you,  nor  any  other  hand  that  could  help 
you.  Think  on  the  gre'atnefs  of  the  love  of  Ohrid,  and  on  the 
coftly  proofs  he  gave  of  it,  in  condescending  to  become  a  man, 
and  44  a  man  of  forrows,”  and  at  laft  to  die  under  the  bittereft 
agonies,  for  the  redemption  of  your  fouls  *,  and  then  let  grati¬ 
tude  fuggeft  to  you  what  returns  may  reafonably  be  expected 
from  creatures  fo  infinitely  indebted  to  him  as  vou  have  been.— 
Did  the  Lord  Jefus,  without  any  importunity  from  us,  and 
even  contrary  to  our  defines,  perfiit  in  Ills  gracious  defign  of 
laving  us,  till  he  could  fay  upon  the  erols,  t£  It  is  fmiftted  i  and 
ill  all  not  we  perfevere  with  ftedfaftnefs  in  our  duty  and  allegi¬ 
ance  to  him  ?  Surely,  if  his  heart  cleave  to  us,  when  we  had 
nothing  to  merit  or  invite  his  love,  much  more  Ihouid  our 
hearts  cleave  to  him,  who  is  not  only  infinitely  amiable  himfelfi, 
but,  which  is  ftill  more  interesting,  infinitely  kind  and  gracious 
to  us.  Once  more,  in  the 

4 th  place,  Confider  that  this  duty,  although  difficult,  is  by 
no  means  impracticable.  Thoufands  of  our  brethren,  all  men 
like  paffions  with  ourf elves.,  have  perfevered  to  the  end  in 
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cleaving  totne  Lord,  and  are  noWenjoying  the  glorious  reward  of 
their  fledfaft  adherence  to  him.  All  neceffary  aid  is  providedfor 
you,  and  ready  to  be  conveyed  to  you  as  often  as  you  fhall  afk  it. 
For  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  “  fufler  you  to  be  tempted 
is  above  what  ye  are  able  to  bear,  but  w  ill  with  the  temptation 
*c  allb  make  a  way  to  cfcape,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  bear  it.*’— 
indeed,  had  you  no  other  ftrengtji  but  your  own,— -to  exhort  you 
toa  cleave  unto  the  Lord,”  would  only  be  to  mock  your  mifery. 
But  help  is  laid  for  you  on  One  that  is  mighty,  and  is  no  lefs 
willing  than  powerful  to  fupport  you  Under  all  your  trials.  Ho 
can  perfedl  fbrengthin  your  wcaknefs  *,  and  whilfi  you  areftretch- 
ing  forth  your  feeble  arms  to  embrace  him,  he  will  inclofe  you 
in  the  arms  of  his  Omnipotence,  and  work  in  you  effectually 

both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure.” 

Having  thus  explained  the  exhortation  in  the  text,  and 'en¬ 
deavoured  to  enforce  it  by  feme  motives  and  arguments*  1  pro- 
ceed  now,  as  was  ptopofed,  in  the 

Third  place,  To  offer  fome  dire&ions,  which,  through  the 
blefling  of  God,  may  beufeful  to  thofe  who  are  defirous  of  com¬ 
plying  with  this  exhortation. —And,  in  the 

i ft  place,  Labour  to  have  your  minds  as  richly  furnifhed  as 
pofTible  with  true  Chriflian  knowledge.  Study  the  nature  and 
the  reafons  of  the  religion  which  you  profefs,  that  you  may  be  a- 
ble  to  confute  gainfayers,  or  at  lead  to  withftand  their  attempts 
to  feduce  and  prevert  you.  Knowledge  mull  he  at  the  root  of 
cur  ftedfaftnefs ;  otherwife,  let  the  caufe  in  which  we  are  en¬ 
gaged  be  ever  fo  good,  our  adherence  to  it  is  nothing  elfe  than 
obliinacy  of  temper  ;  which  can  neither  pleafe  God,  nor  be 
any  real  advantage  to  ourfelves.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  if  a  man  is  in 
the  right,  it  is  merely  by  accident :  he  might  as  readily  have  been 
in  the  wrong:  and  it  is  very  pofTible,  nay  extremely  likely,  that 
fome  new  “  wind  of  “  dodhine”  may  feduce  him,  and  that  he 
may  become  as  violent  in  his  enmity  to  the  gofpel,  as  he  was 
once  warm  in  fupporting  it.  It  is  true,  indeed,  there  may  be  a 
great  deal  of  found  knowledge  in  the  head,  where  there  is  no 
real  grace  in  the  heart.  A  foreigner  may  learn  to  fpeak  the 
language  of  Zion  fo  well,  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  diftiriguiffc 
him  from  one  who  is  ic  an  Ifraelite  a  indeed’’  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  Lt  is  abfolutely  certain,  that  grace  cannot  confift 
with  grofs  ignorance  :  for  the  firft  operation  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
is  to  open  men’s  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darknefs  unto 
light  :  Confequently,  where  there  is  no  light,  it  mult  he  con¬ 
cluded  that  there  is  no  grace.  Some  exception  there  may  be  j 
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ind  there  have  been  examples  of  petfons,  in  whole  temper  and 
.and  pra&ice  the  lineaments  of  the  New  Creature  could  plainly 
be  difeerned,  who,  by  reafon  oi  their  natural  dulnefs,  were  in¬ 
capable  of  acquiring  any  diftmft  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  religion,  or  at  lead  of  exprcCing  what  they  knew  to  the  fa- 
tisfadhion  of  ethers.  This  rule  of  judging  rnuft  not  therefore 
be  extended  to  thefe  whole  underftandings  arc  vifibly  weak,  and 
unapt  to  receive  or  to  retain  inftruction  ^  for  out  of  the  mouths 
of  fuch  babes  and  fucklings,  God  may,,  and  often  doth,  per¬ 
fect  his  praife.  But  whexymen  are  quick  enough  to  learn  ether 
things,  and  yet  remain  ignbrant  of  the  great  truths  of  Chriftiani- 
ty  i  when  they  difeover  no  anxiety,  nor  ufe  any  proper  endea¬ 
vours,  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  them  •  this  voluntary  ignor¬ 
ance,  whatever  they  may  pretend,  is  a  plain  proof  of  an  uncon¬ 
verted  Bate.  Let  none  who  acknowledge  and  lament  their 
ignorance,  and  who  ufe  the  means  to  have  it  removed,  be  dif- 
eouraged  at  what  1  have  now  faid  ;  for  they  are  not  the  perfons 
concerning  whom  I  fpeak.  But  if  I  could  meditate  a  reproof  of 
more  than  ordinary  fharpnefs,  I  would  addrefs  it  to  thofe  who, 
amidit  Bibles  and  Sermons,  and  other  excel’ent  helps  for  their 
fpiritual  improvement,  remain  lTupidly  ignorant  of  the  mod  effen- 
lial  points  of  Chnftiamty,  without  any  fhanre  and  concern.  And, 
alas  !  what  numbers  of  this  delcription  are  to  be  found  among 
us  ?  How  many  claim  the  peculiar  privileges  of  Chriftians, 
who  know  little  more  of  Chriftianity  than  the  name  ?  Nay,  is 
it  not  to  be  feared,  that  many  who  partake  of  the  holy  fa  c  ra¬ 
iment  of  the  Loid’s  Supper,  are  lb  grcfsly  ignorant  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  that  ordinance,  that,  with  refpe&  'to  them,  the  commu¬ 
nion-table  *itfelf  may  bear  the  fame  infeription  which  Paul 

found  upon  the  altar  at  Athens,  “  To  the  «  unknoxvn  God.57 _ > 

This,  my  brethren,  yields  us  a  very  melancholy  profpedt  :  for 
furely  they  are  not  likely  to  prove  ftedfaft  Chriilians,  who 
know  fo  little  of  Chriftianity,  that  it  is  hard  to  find  out  upon 
v, ha«.  grounas  tney  are  Chriilians  at  all.  i  would  therefore  re=» 
commend  it  to  you,  with  the  greateft  earneilnefs,  to  ftudy  the 
principles  of  that  religion  which  you  profefs.  Spare  no  pains 
that  may  be  neceffary  to  get  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  them, 
and  then  you  w ill  be  in  lefs  danger  of  forfaking  them  when  an 
hour  of  trial  comes.  *c  They  that  know  their  God, ’*  laid  the 
angel  to  Daniel,  44  ftiall  be  ftrong  and  do  exploits. , ’  ls  For  un« 
derfiandmg  {hall  keep  theep5  faith  Solcraotf,  “  to  deliver  thee 
€<  from  *he  way  the  evil  man,  from  the  man  that  fpeaketh 
“  froward  things  who  leave  the  paths  of  upright uefs,  to 
u  walk  m  the  ways  of  darkueftf7  Buta 

V“-  “•  ft.  idly, 
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idly,  BefiJcs  the  fpeculative  knowledge  of  divine  truths,  ymt 
niuft  alfo  labour  to  acquire  an  inward  experience  and  relifh  of 
them.  Did  we  truly  feel  their  influence  upon  our  own  hearts, 
it  would  ferve  in  place  of  a  thoufand  arguments  to  prove  their 
divine  original.  He  would  be  a  cunning  fophifter  indeed,  who 
could  perfuade  a  man  that  honey  was  bitter,  whilft  he  tailed  the 
fweetnefs  of  it  in  his  mouth.  It  is  an  experimental  convittiort 
of  the  truth  of  the  gofbel,  which  fortifies  the  true  Chriftian  a- 
gainft  all  the  arts  of’feducers.  He  hath  a  witnefs  within  him- 
felf,  and  can  bring  a  proof  from  his  own  heart,  both  of  the  truth 
and  excellence  ot  the  religion  which  he  profefleth.  It  was  a 
(tubborn  queftion  which  Athanafms  put  to  the  heathens  of  his 
time,  who  denied  the  refurrettion  of  Chrifl.  ‘  If  Chrift  be 
«  not  alive,’  faid  he,  'how  doth  he  yet  deftroy  your  idols,  and 

*  caft  out  devils,  and  convert  and  fubdiie  the  world  to  himl'elf  ? 
tt  Are  thefe  the  works  of  a  dead  man  ?  In  like  manner  can 
«  the  fandtified  foul  fay,  have  I  felt  Chrift  opening  my  blind 
<-  eyeSj  binding  the  ftrong  man,  and  calling  him  out  ?  Have  X 
t  felt  him  (lamping  his  image  upon  my  foul,  and  bringing  me 

*  with  boldnefs  into  the1  prefence  of  that  God  whom  I  had  of- 
«  fended  r  And  after  this,  (hall  I  doubt  whether  there  be  a 
4  Chrift,  or  whether  this  Chrift  be  able  to  fave  me  ?’  Thus  cart 
the  true  believer,  who  hath  felt  the  power  of  Chriilianity,  bring 
unanfwerablc  arguments  for  its  truth  from  his  own  experience. 
Arguments  which  neither  the  temptations  of  Satan,  nor  the  ca¬ 
vils' of  wicked  men,  will  be  able  to  overthrow. 

■idly,  If  you  would  cleave  with  ftedfaftnefs  unto  the  Lord,  at¬ 
tend  coriftantl#  to  the  inward  frame  and  temper  of  your  hearts. 
Make  conicience  of  watching  over  your  moftfecret  thoughts.— 
Suffer  them  not  to  wander  without  controul,  or  to  fpend  their 
ftrength  upon  things  which  cannot  profit  you  t  other  wife  you 
v/ill  open  a  wide  door  to  the  enemy,  and  even  furnifh  him  with 
weapons  which  he  will  not  fail  to  improve  againft  you-  I  am 
afraid  the  importance  ot  this  direction  is  too  little  confidered  by 
the  generality  of  Qhnftiatis.  We  commonly  think  ourfelvesfe- 
cure  when  out  of  the  way  of  external  temptations,  and  fuffei 
our  minds  to  roam  at  large  wherever  fancy  prefents  an  amu.- 
ing  objedt.  Whereas  we  ought  to  confider,  that  whatever  iff- 
flames  our  paffions,  or  gives  them  an  improper  direction,  is 
-equally  hurtful  to  the  foul,  whether  tlie  caufe  be  real  or  ima¬ 
ginary.  Nay,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  tempter  doth  often  make- 
greater  havock  in  our  hearts,  by  mingling  his  poifon  with  the 
fueeeftions  of  our  own  minds,  than  by  all  his  other  methods  of 

temptation,  If  we  would  keep  our  hearts  indeed,  we  mult 
*  WStCu 
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their  motions  as  carefully  when  we  are  alone,  as  when  we 
ire  abroad  and  in  the  midft  of  danger.  The  prefence  of  God 
fhould  conftantly  over-awe  our  moil  fecret  thoughts,  and  have 
equal  influence  on  us  in  our  retirement,  as  when  we  at!  in  the 

open  view  of  the  world.— — A 

4  th  direction  I  (hail  give  you  in  the  words  of  the  Aponte  ~  aul*. 
(Rom.xi.  20.)  “  Be  not  high-mindpd,  hut  fear. Remember 
what  our  Welled  Lord  faid  to  his  difciples,  “  Without  me  ye 
can  do  nothing.'’  Nothing  is  more  often  five  to  God  than  pride. 
When  our  hearts  begin  to  twell  with  a  high  opinion  of  our  own 
ftrenixth,  he  is  provoked  to  with-hold  his  grace  trorn  us  ;  be- 
caufe^ all  that  is  poured  into  the  proud  foul  runs  over  in  felf-ap- 
plaufe,  andfo  is  like  water  fpilt  on  a  rock,  with  refpea  to  any 
good  that  it  doth  to  a  man  himfelf,  or  any  glory  which  it 
brings  to  God.  The  proud  heart,  like  the  towering  cliff,  is 
never  fruitful.  If  we  would  in  due  time  be  exalted,  we  muff 
firft  humble  ourfelves  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God.  This 
is  the  way  to  obtain  frefh  fupplies  of  his  iupporting  grace.— 
u  flappy  is  the  man/  faith  Solomon,  u  who  feareth  aiways.  ’ 
A  holy  diffidence  of  ourfelves  is  the  true  temper  of  a  Chriftian, 
and  will  both  ferve  to  keep  us  out  of  the  way  of  temptation,  and 
teach  us  to  a ,&  with  the  caution  of  men  who  perceive  their 
danger,  and  are  careful  to  fjiun  it. 

*  $tkly>  Avoid,  as  much  as  poffiblc,  the  fcllowfhip  ofwicked 
jnen.  This  is  an  advice  which  I  am  inclined  to  repeat  as  prten  as 
I  can  find  occafion  for  it  :  and  indeed  it  is  fcarcely  po/fibiC  to  in¬ 
fill  upon  it  as  much  as  its  importance  deferves.  A  man  who  is 
carelefs  of  his  company,  disregards  his  own  foul,  if  therefore 
you  would  ^leave  unto  the  Lord,  imitate  the  holy  Pfalmifl,  and 
give  charge  to  evil-doers  to  depart  from  you.  Let  the  faints, 
the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  be  the  men  of  your  couniel*  - 
Vyr e  Hand  much  in  need  of  all  the  abidance  winch  we  can  de¬ 
rive  from  our  fellow  Chriftians  :  Wo  to  him  that  is  alone 
when  hefalleth,”  faith  the  wife  man,  «  for  he  hath  not  another 
to  help  him  up.”  Whereas,  when  Chriftians  join  together  in 
holy  communion,  like  trees  planted  in  a  thicket,  they  fhelter  and 
defend  one  another.  They  have  boldnefs  to  face  their  adver¬ 
saries  >  as  well  as  flrength  to  baffle  their  attempts  to  feduce 
them.  Let  us  then  exhort  one  another  daily  ,  lei  tany  of  us  oe 
u'  hardened  through  the  deceit fulnefs  of  fin.”  .Like  brethren, 
let  us  dwell  together  in  love  and  unity,  having  ad  our  fpirituai 
goods  in  common,  being  iC  ready  to  diflribute,  w filing  to  com- 
c*  mmiicate,”  according  to  the  meafure  of  gifts  and  graces  which 
it  hath  pleafed  our  heavenly  Father  to  bellow'  on  us.— In  the 
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6th  and  lafi  place.  If  we  would  obey  the  exhortation  Itl  the 
text,  we  mud  beware  of  neglefting  the  indrumental  duties  of 
religion.  Let  us  carefully  read  *he  Holy  Scriptures,  which 
God,  in  mercy,  hath  given  us  to  be  a  “  lamp  to  our  feet,  and  \ 
“  light  unto  our  path.’' — “  The  law  cf  the  Lord  is  perfeft,  con*. 
“  verting  the  foul  :  the  teflimony  of  the  Lord  is  fure,  making 

wife  the  fimple” - To  reading  you  mull  join  the  hearing  of 

the  Word  preached  ;  that  powerful  ordinance  which  God  hath  fa 
remarkably  countenanced  in  all  ages  of  the  church,  and  made  ef¬ 
fectual  by  hk  bleffing,  both  lor  the  converfion  of  finners,  and 
for  the  eftablifhment  of  his  own  people.  Under  this  h«ad  I 
would  particularly  recommend  to  yon  a  devout  attendance  up¬ 
on  the  holy  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  which  is  fo  peculiar¬ 
ly  calculated  to  drengthen  our  faith,  and  to  build  us  up  in  hoIL 
nefs  and  comfort,  unto  eternal  life.  This  hath  been  found,  in 
the  experience  of  all  the  faints,  to  be  a  moil  bleifed  inditutiori* 
which  hath  in  every  age  enabled  men  to  hold  on  their  way  with 
alacrity  and  joy,  and  in  every  fituation  hath  affided  them  to  re¬ 
new  their  ftrength.  ^To  all  this  we  mud  add  condant  and  fer¬ 
vent  prayer  to  God.  By  this  we  maintain  correfp  mdence  with 
the  “  Father  of  lights,  from  whom  cometh  down  every  good 
<c  and  perfect  gift/’  Prayer  is  the  mefienger  which  he  hath 
appointedfor  conveying  tons  help  in  every  time  of  need.  He 
hath  promifed  his  Spirit  to  them  who  alk  it.  Let  us  aik 
Ki  and  receive, that  our  joy  may  be  fulL™ 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  fuggeded  to  you  a  few  plain  di¬ 
rections  which,  through  the  blefling  of  God,  may  be  of  ufeto 
affid  you  in  maintaining  that  firm  adherence  to  the  Lord,  which 
my  text  recommends,  All  that  now  remains  is,  that  I  intreat 
you  to  reduce  themtopradticc.  And  what  motive  can  Ireprefent 
to  you  fo  powerful  as  the  confideration,  that  to  them  who,  by 
<«  a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  feek  for  glory,  honour, 

and  immortality,  God  will  render  eternal  life,™  c‘To  him 
<«  that  overcometh,”  faith  Chrid,  «  will  I  grant  to  fit  down 
<c  with  me  on  my  throne,  even  as  I  alfoovercome,and  amfet  down 
«  with  my  Father  on  his  throne.™  The  time  draweth  near,  when 
you  fh  ill  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  temptation,  when  your 
warfare  fhall  be  accomplifhed,  and  your  druggies  at  an  end  j 
and  who  would  not  fudain  a  fhort,  though  it  were  a  fharp, 
conflict,  that  he'might  obtain  a  triumphant  vi&ory  ?  Some  of 
us  perhaps  have  but  a  few  more  efforts  to  make,  and  a  fe^ 
more  affaults  to  fudain,  before  Chrid  (hall  call  us  home  to  re*? 
ceive  the  enriching  reward, — a  reward  not  of  debt  but  of  grace  ^ 
even  that  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  with  which  our 
light  and  momentary  afHi&ions  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared. 

Let 
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Eet  us  all  then  be  perfuaded,  “  with  purpofe  of  heart  id  cleave 
unto  the  Lord.”  Let  us  count  all  things  but  lofs,  that  we  may 
win  Chrift,  and  he  found  in  him,  not  haying  our  own  righte? 
pufnefs,  but  that  everlalting  righteoufnefs  which  he  hath  prepar- 
ed  for  them  who  “cleave  to  him.”  Let  us  go  from  this  place, 
faying  as  Peter  did,  only  with  more  humility,  “  Though  ail 
<<  men  fhould  forfake  thee,  yet  will  not  we.  And  "  now  unto 
«  him  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  falling,  and  to  prefent  you 
“  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  hts  glory  with  exceeding  joy  3 
«  To  the  only  wife  God  our  Saviour,  be  glory  and  majefty,  4t>“» 
»'  minion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever,”  A>ntn. 
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0  tny  People ,  W.>a/  /  */<?»<?  ««/$  £  and  wherein  have  % 

wearied  thee  f  PejTijy  agawjl  me* 


IT  is  impoffible  to  prcdidf  what  impreflion  the  fame  truth  will 
make  upon  the  different  minds  of  men.  That  word,  which 
**  will  pierce  one  m^n,  to  the  “dividing  afunder  of  the  foul 
and  fpirit,  ”  may  have  no  edge  at  all  when  addreffed  to  another* 
But,  were  I  to  judge  from  my  own  feelings  I  fhould  think,  that 
all  the  terrors  of  God  could  not  more  effectually  over-awe  the 
heart  of  a  finner,  than  the  paffage  of  Scripture  which  I 
have  now  read.  It  (hikes  my  ear  like  the  laft  found  of  God’s 
mere y.  Doth  the  Almighty  command  and  threaten  ?  I  fear 
and  tremble  :  yet  I  have  liill  iorne  expectation,  that  ois  compaf- 
iioii  may  interpofe  in  my  behalf. — But,  doth  he  put  off  his  terrk. 
ble  Mnjelty,  and,  inflead  cf  vindicating  the  authority,  conde¬ 
scend  to  plead  the  reafonablenefs  of  his  law  ?  then  I  am  fure 
that  his  forbearance  is  almolt  exhaufted,  and  that  my  day  of 
grace  is  drawing  near  to  an  end.  For  as  he  neither  wants  pow«* 
ertopunifh,  nor  provocation  to  juflify  the  punifhment,  he  might 
inflift  this  defign  in  Hooping  fo  low,  can  only  be  to  render  my 
condemnation  confident  with  the  utmoit  extent  of  his  mercy. 
In  the  words  of  the  text,  the  Supreme  Lord  of  hea\ ei*  and 
earth  appeals  to  finners  themfelves,  for  the  miidnefs  and  equity 
of  his  government  ;  and  challengeth  them  to  produce  one  in- 
fiance  of  undue  feverity  towards  them,  or  the  kaft  fHauow  of 
cxcufe  for  their  undutiful  behaviour  toward  him.  ((  O  my  peo«- 
pie,  what  have  i  done  unto  thee  ?  and  wherein  have  I  wea~ 
ried  thee  ?  Teftify  againft  mef'  And  dotn  die  infinitely’ 

fr»  Up  tri at  the  bar  of  human  reafon  ? 


clear  and  irrefiflible,  when  he  offers  it  to  trail  before 


partial  tribunal,  and  fubmits  his  vindication  to  thofe  \ery  pe. 

*1  .  .  •  t  -  1 _ vpc  r. 
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But  2$  finncrs  are  naturally  difpcfed  to  fhtin  the  light,  and  t 
turn  away  their  eyes  from  every  thing  that  hath  a  tendency  to 
humble  and  abafethem  ;  it  may  be  of  ule  to  bring  this  cauieu* 
a  fair  and  open  trial :  Which,  through  divine  affiftance,  I  pro- 

pofe  to  do. 

\Jly  By  giving  you  a  direcl  proof  of  the  goodiiefs  of  God, 
and  of  his  tender  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  creatures. 

2 d!y>  By  examining  fome  of  the  mofl  plaufble  obje<Piion3 
which  are  urged  againft  the  mildnds  and  equity  of  the  divine 
adminiftration. 

I  will  then  conclude  with  a  practical  improvement  of  the 

fubjedh 

I  begin  with  giving  yoti  a  dire&  proof  of  the  goodnefs  of 
God,  and  of  his  tender  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  creatures. 
This  appears,  in  the 

i place,  From  the  unwearied  patience  which  he  exercifeth 
towards  tjranfgrefTors  How  cafily  could  he  arreft  them  in  the 
midft.  of  their  mad  career,  and  hurry  them  to  judgment  withal! 
their  provocations  on  their  heads  ?  Might  hot  God  have  feized 
thee,  O  fmner,  in  the  very  a£l  of  fin,  with  a  curfe  or  a  lie  in 
thy  riioiith,  and  have  flopped  that  breath  with  which  thou  waft 
infulting  his  name  and  his  laws  ?  How  often  might  he  have 
fummoned  thee  to  his  dread  tribunal  in  a  fit  of  drurikennefs 
and  made  thee  fober  in  that  place  of  torment  where  there  is  not 
a  drop  of  water  to  cool  the  thirfty  tongue  ?  Ah!  how  eafy  a 
matter  is  it  for  the  Almighty  to  bring  down  the  proudeft  of  his 
foes  ?  to  flence  the,  profane  injurious  railer  ?  to  bind  the  hands 
of  \  the  oppreiTors,  and  to  make  them  know  that  they  are  but 
worms?  We  read  of  one  angel  deflroying,  in  one  night,  an 
hundred  and  fourfeore  and  five  thoiifand  Aflyrians  :  and  My- 
liads  of  angels  ftand  continually  beiore  his  throne  ready  to  exe¬ 
cute  whatever  he  commands.  He  is  the  Lord  of  Holds,  «  who 
€t  doth  according  to»his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  aruorio* 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, J  —  How  eafiy  can  he  throw  thee 
into  a  bed  of  lariguifhing  ?  and  wafte  thy  ftrerigth  under  flich  a 
pining  ficknefs,  or  racking  pain,  as  to  make  thee  cry  for  mercy  to 
him  whom  thou  blafphemeft,  and  even  beg  the  prayers  of  thoie 

whom  thou  waft  wont  to  fcorn? - But  God  hath  as  yet  done 

none  of  thefe  things.  By  his  merciful  vifitarion,  he  preferve^ 
thee  in  the  land  of  the  living,  and  in  the  land  of  hope.  He 
fupphes  all  thy  wants,  and  loads  thee  with  unceafmg  benefits. 
He  gave  thee  that  breath  which  thou  haft  breathed  outagainft  him, 
and  every  moment  of  that  time  which  thou  hail  fquandered  a- 

way 
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thy  welfare  ?  Surely  hislyaring  mercy  rri.it  be  mter.de cl  to 
bring  thee  back  to  himfelf  :  He  redrains  his  wrath,  that  his 
gcohnefs,  like  coals  of  fre,  may  melt  down  thine  impenitence, 
and  thy  hardnefs  cf  heart :  “  The  Lord  is  not  (lack  concerning 
<c  his  pvemife,  (as  feme  men  count  flacknefs)  hut  is  long  fu&er- 
<c  ing  to  us-ward,  not  willing  that  any  fhould  perifh,  but  that 

all  {hould  ccme  to  repentance. But, 

'idlyy  The  getdnefs  of  God,  and  his  tender  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  his  creatures, are  hill  mere  iHuftrioufiydifplayed  in  the 
fullering s  and  death  of  cur  Lord  Jefus  Chirift,  whom  God  fent 
into  the  w  orld  for  this  very  end,  “  that  whofovci  believeth 
on  him,  might  not  perifh,  but  have  everlafling  life.’*  rI  here  we 
fee  a  proof,  the  mod  ftrong  and  convincing  that  Gcd  himfelf 
could  give,  of  his  having  “  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the  wick- 
«*  cd,  but  rather  that  he  flculd  return  frem  his  way,  and  live/* 
Would  he  have  ranfemed  fnnevs  at  fo  ccdly  a  price  as  the 
blood  of  his  only  begotten  Son  ?  would  he  have  adonifhed  an¬ 
gels  with  fo  wonderful  an  aft  of  ccndefccnfcn,  as  to  lend  Him 
who  was  the  brightnefs  ol  his  glory  and  tfu  oprefs  mage  of 
his  perfond’  to  a  flu  me  the  likenefs  of  fnful  fhfh,  to  tobmit  to 
the  infirmities  of  our  low  nature,  nay  to  the  ignominy  ana  pain 
cf  the  crcfs  ?  had  not  cur  everlafling  welfare  been  an  objYft  of 
his  tendered  concern.  This  furely,  if  duly  cchfdertd,  ^  muft 
remove  all  fufpicions  of  his  gcddrels,  and  dtflroy  the  jealcufes 
even  of  the  mod  diftrudful  mind.  Behold  thrift  w  eeping  over 
the  impending  fate  cf  Jcrufalem,  and  bemoaning  the  baione^s 
<of  heart  of  thofe  who  attended  his  nuniftry  ;  view  him  in  his  a- 
gony,  and  in  hisccnfl  ft  with  the  powers  of  oarknefs  ;  hear  him 
on  the  crofs  praying  for  his  enemies —  and  then  ii  pr  cfe,  if  you 
are  able,  that  your  ruin  can  be  pleating  to  him  who  hath  done 

fo  much  to  prevent  it.  But,  in  the 

3 d place,  The  various  means  which  God  employs  for  reclaim, 
ing  men  from  their  ways  ol  lolly  and  vice,  afford  another  proof 
of  his  goOdncfs,  and  of  his  tender  concern  for  their  welfare.  He 
is  not  only  the  Author  of  the  gracious  plan  cf  our  redemption 
but  he  hath  likewife  let  before  us  the  mod  powerful  motives  to 
perfuade  us  to  embrace  his  oldie d  favour,  and  to  comply  with 
his  defigns  of  mercy.  Every  confideraticn,  which  can  be  top¬ 
ped:  d  to  work,  either  on  cur  hopes  or  our  fcars,  is  fet  before  us 
in  the  mod  driking  light.  The  veil  is  removed  from  the  invi¬ 
sible  world  ;  the  joys  cf  glorified  faints,  and  the  torments  cf  def- 

pairing 
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pairing  dinners,  are  made  the  fuhject  of  a  dear  revelation.— 
How  afFedionatdy  doth  he  invite  men  to  turn  unto  him  and 
live  ?  “  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord  : 
«  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  (hall  be  as  white  as  fnow  ; 

though  they  be  red  likecrimfon,  they  (hall  be  white  as  wool.” 
«  Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ? 
and  your  labour  for  that  which  fat  is  fie  th  not  ?  Hearken  dili- 
gently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your 
foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  un- 
to  me  ;  hear,  and  your  foul  {Kail  live.”  Even  the  threaten- 
ings  of  God  are  not  fo  much  the  thunderings  of  his  judice, 
as  the  loud  rhetoric  of  his  mercy.  He  (hakes  the  rod  over  us 
that,  by  a  timely  fub million,  we  may  avert  the  (Iroke.  And 
when  all  the  methods  ufed  to  reclaim  -a  (inner  have  proved  inef¬ 
fectual,  with  wh  t  relufjance  doth  he  at  lad  execute  his  threat¬ 
ened  vengeance  ?  “  How  (hall  I  give  thee  up,  Ephraim  ?  hew 
i(  (hall  I  deliver  thee,  Ifrael  ? Low  (hall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ? 
c<  how  (hail  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  Mine  heart  is  turned  within 
*:  me,  myrepentings  are  kindled  together.”  Nay,  after  the 
fiercenefs-  of  his  anger  hath  con fumed*  the  trarifgreflors,  what 
regret  doth  he  exprefs,  that  they  (hould  have  extorted  from  him 
their  own  pumlhment  ?  “G  that  my  people  had  hearkened  unto 
me,  and  Ifrael  had  walked  in  my  ways  1”  He  utters  thefe 
words,  as  it  were  with  a  figh,  lamenting  the  folly  and  perverfe- 
nfefs  which  had  compelled  him  to  fuch  meafures  of  feverity 
againd  them  :  Not  that  God  is  influenced  by  any  human  paf- 
fions  ;  but  becaufe  he  could  not  otherwife  communicate,  in  a 
manner  intelligible  to  us,  the  deep  concern  which  he  takes  in 
our  welfare. 


Nor  are  thefe  mere  expreflions  of  kindnefs,  which  are  unac - 
companied  with  deeds  to  prove  their  (incerity,  and  to  render 
tnerp  efFeClual  :  He  hath  inflituted  an  order  of  men  to  carry 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  to  every  corner  of  the  earth  ;  to 
befeech  (inners,  in  his  name,  to  lay  afide  their  enmity  to  him, 
which  can  only  hurt  themfelves,  and  to  return  to  that  Almighty 
being,  who,  though  he  (lands  in  no  need  of  them,  is  mod  fin- 
cerely^willing  to  receive  them  into  his  favour,  and  to  beftow  on 
them  everlafting  happinefs.  <<  We  are  ambadadors  for  Chridp 
as  though  God  did  befeech  you  by  us  ;  we  pray  you  inChriiVs 
<c  (lead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.”  We  are  commanded  to 
u  preach  the  word,— to  be  inftant  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon, 
— in  meeknefs  inftruding  thofe  that  oppofe  themfelves,  if 
God  peradventure  will  give  them  repentance  to  the  acknow¬ 
ledging  of  the  truths  And  to  excite  us  do  be  diligent  and 
Vol.  II.  R  faithful 
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faithful  in  the  exercife  of  this  office,  he  hath  affured  us,  that 
when  the  chief  Shepherd  (hall  appear,  we  (hall  receive  a 
^  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  away.1* 

Is  not  this  then  an  unanfwer'able  proof  that  God  hath  no 
pkafure  in  the  death  of  finners?  What  dronger  evidence  of  it 
could  he  give,  than  to  fend  to  them  fo  many  meffengers,  to 
befeech  them  in  his  name  to  turn  and  live  ?  to  employ  on  this 
kind  errand,  creatures  of  the  lame  nat  ure  with  themfelves,  fub- 
je£t  to  the  fame  paffions,  expofed  to  the  fame  temptations,  who 
have  the  advantage  of  familiar  intercourfe  with  them,  and  who 
arc  always  at  hand,  to  help,  to  comfort,  and  to  quicken  them  ? 
Nay,  he  hath  made  it  the  duty  of  every  man,  in  his  place,  to 
do  all  that  he  can  for  the  converfion  of  others.  “  Exhort  one 
“  another  daily,”  faith  an  Apoiile,  “  while  it  is  called  to-day, 
t (  \ei\  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.’5' 
«  Brethren, ’Maith  the  Apodle  James,  “  if  any  of  you  do  err 
<(  from  the  truth,  and  one  convert  him  ;  let  him  know,  that 
<<  he  which  converteth  a  fmner  from  the  error  of  his  way, 
«  (hall  fave  a  foul  from  death,  and  ffiall  hide  a  multitude  of  fins.’* 
Nor  ffiall  this  labour  of  love  pafs  without  a  reward  j.  for  “  they 
«  that  be  wife  ffiall  ffiine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament, 
«c  and  they  that  turn  many  to  nghteoufnefs,  as  the  itafs  for  eve*. 

and  ever.”  But  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  beget  in  us 
the  firmed  perfuafion  of  the  goodnefs  of  God,  and  of  his  ten¬ 
der  concern  for  the  welfare  of  his  creatures,  let  it  be  obferved* 


4 th  and  Uijl  place  on  this  head,  That  he.  hath  ielecled  fome 
;f  the  mod  notorious  offenders  in  the  different  ages  of  the 
A  crid,  to  be  monuments  of  the  riches  of  his  grace  *,  that  the 
hief  of  finners  might  be  encouraged  to  apply  to  him  for  pardon 
md  eternal  life  *,  who,  without  fuch  examples,  might  have  been 
:eadv  to  look  on  their  cafe  as  defperate.  How  many,  who  were 
) nee  funk  into  the  lowed  degeneracy,  are  now  m  heaven,  fing- 
.njr  that  grateful  triumphant  fong,  “  Unto  him  that  loved  us, 
and  wafiicd  us  from  our  fins  in  his  o\vn  blood,  anu  hath  mac  e 
us  kings  and  prieds  unto  God  and  his  bather  *,  to  him  e 
u  riory  and  dominion  fur  ever  and  ever.  Amen  !  .  lhere 
is  Manafl*eh;  one  who  ufed  enchantment  and  divination*  arid 
who  deluged  the  dreets  of  Jerusalem  With  innocent  blooo. 
There  is  Saul,  once  a  blafpfiemer  and  a  perfecutor,  who  thus 
t  edifies  of  himfelf,  “  For  this  caufe  I  obtained  mercy,  that  m 
U  me  fird  Jefus  Chrid  might  diew  forth  all  long-fufferings,  for 
a  pattern  to  them  which  ffiould  hereafter  believe  on  un  to  1  e 
U  everlading.’>  There  arc  feme  of  thole  Corinthians  who 
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were  once  the  fcandal  cf  their  country,  and  the  reproach  of 
human  nature  (r  Cor,  vi.  11.)  *,  but  being  u  wafhed  and  fano 
tified,  and  juftified,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  by 
*<  the  Spirit  of  our  God,”  are  now  walking  in  white,  follow¬ 
ing  the  Lamb  whitherfoever  he  goeth,  and  contemplating  with 
wonder  and  joy,  the  extent  of  that  love  u  which  pafleth  know- 
u  ledge,”  Nay,  there  are  fome  of  the  murderers  of  the  Lord 
of  glory,  three  thoufand  cf  whom  were  converted  by  the  min  if- 
try  of  Peter  in  one  day  :  and  now  they  are  rejoicing  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  that  Jefus  whom  they  crucified,  and  aferibing  their 
eternal  falvation  to  that  blood  which  was  (bed  by  their  own 
wicked  hands.  In  one  word,  with  fuch.  example  s^as  thefe  the 
Scripture  is  replenished  ;  and  God  every  where  appears  like  the 
father  in  the  parable,  ftretchmg  forth  his  arms  to  the  prodigal 
foil,  .and  delighting  to  difplay  the  richer,  of  his  grace. 

Such  then  are  the  pofitive  and  direfil  evidences  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  God,  and  of  his  tender  concern  for  the  welfare  of  Ills 
creatures. - 1  proceed,  now  as  was  propofed,  in  the 


Second  place,  To  examine  fome  of  the  moil  plaufible  objec  ¬ 
tions  which  are  urged  againft  the  mildnefs  and  equity  of  the  di¬ 
vine  adminiftration. 

Say,  then,  O  finner,  wherein  hath  God  dealt  rigoroufly  with 
you  ?  and  what  caufe  he  hath  ever  given  you  to  charge  him  with 
feyerity  ?  “Teftify  againft  him,”  in  what  refpefifc  he  hath 
jjhbwn  himfelf  an  enemy  to  your  happinefs  ? 

\fly  Is  ft  the  holinefs  and  perfection  of  his  law  that  you  con- 
plain  of  ?  Hath  he  given  you  too  accurate  a  rule  *  of  life  ? 
and  laid  too  many  reftraints  upon  your  natural  inclina¬ 
tions  ?— Tl*s  complaint  is  both  foolifh  and  ungrateful.  .-  The 
law  of  Goa  requires  nothing,  but  what  tends  to  make  Us  hap¬ 
py  ;  nor  doth  it  forbid  any  thing  which  would  not  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  our  mifeiy.  The  very  defign  of  it  is  to  deferibe  and  re¬ 
commend  that  holinefs,  <c  without  which  no  man  fhaii  fee  the 

Loid  .  i)o  that  the  pcrteciion  of  it  is  no  ieis  a  proof  of  the 
goodnefs,  than  of  the  wifdom  of  its  Author.  Were  holinefs 
indeed  unnecefiary,  or  were  vice  the  road  to  happinefs,  the  oh- 
jeffion  would  in  that  cafe  be  juft.  But  as  there  is  an  infepara- 
ble  connection  between  fin  and  mifery  ;  and  as  holinefs  is  indif- 
penfably  neceffary,  to  qualify  for  the  enjoyment  of  God  ;  l. 
muft  follow,  that  to  find  fault  with  the  purity  of  his  lav/,  is  to 
rmd  fault  with  it  for  being  too.  much  adapted  to  our  interefL 
it  is  not  therefore  lefs  abfurd,  than  if  a  fcholar  were  to  blame 
rfis  mafter  for  the  excellence  of  the- -example  which  he  had  giv 
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en  him  to  copy  *,  or  than  if  a  traveller  fhould  quarrel  with  hij 
guide,  for  direftiug  him  with  too  much  exachiefs  in  the  way. 

2 dlyr  Do  you  complain  of  the  threatenings  with  which  thi* 
law  is  enforced  ?  Doth  God  appear  fevere,  becaufe  he  hath 
faid,  that  the  wicked  muft  either  turn  from  their  evil  ways  or 
die  ?  Thi®  complaint  is  finely  as  unreafonable  as  the  former. 
Shall  God  be  reckoned  an  enemy  to  your  happinefs,  becaufe  he 
ufeth  the  mod  eftbtffual  means  to  promote  it  ?  Can  he  be  fup- 
pofed  to  deli  re  your  mifery,  wno  fo  earneftly  warns  you  of  your 
danger,  and  who  fo  warmly  pleads  with' ypu  to  avoid  it  ?  Should 
one  find  you  running  towards  a  precipice  in  your  ficep,  would 
you  blame  him  for  (lopping  you,  tnough  pernaps  he  mignt  in¬ 
terrupt  you  in  the  enjoyment  of  fome  pleafant  dream  ?  Were 
you  ready  to  link  in  deep  water,  would  you  not  reckon  that 
man  your  friend,  who  fhould  fave  you  from  drowning,  even 
though  he  dragged  you  out  by  the  hair  of  your_  head  ?— 
This^  is  the  very  purpofe,  or  the  friendly  defign  of  all  God’s 
threatenings.  tie  puolifheth  them,  that  they  may  nevei  b<«.  ex¬ 
ecuted  ;  he  makes  them  terrible,  that,  the  terror  of  them  may 
perfuade  men  to  avoid  them.  Had  God  publifhed  a  law*  and 
concealed  the  importance  oi  it,  with  refpect  to  our  happiness,  or 
mi  few  y  would  not  the  objection,  in  that  cafe,  again  ft  ms  good- 
nefs,  have  been  far  more  juft  and  reasonable  ?  It  his  threat - 
enings  prevail  with  you,  never  (hall  you  have  caufe  to  complain 
of  their  feverity  :  and  if  they  do  not  prevail,  with  what  face 
can  you  allege*  that  the  penalties  are  too  high,  when  at  the 
fame  time,  your  own  practice  confutes > you,  and  proves,^  that 
they  are  not  high  enough  to  re  drain  you  from  incurring  them. 

'  'idfay  Perhaps  your  objection  doth  not  lie  fo  much,  again  ft  tne 
publication  of  the  threatenings,  as  again  ft. the  final  execution  of 
them.  You  fee  their  life  to  overawe  mankind  m  tms  world  ; 
but  you  think  that  it  weuld  be  cruel  in  God -to  infli &  them  m 
good  earned,  and  to  punifti  men  eternally,  tor  fins  committed 
during  the  fho.rt  period  of  their  abode  on  eartli.  Now,  in  an- 
fwer  to  this,  let  me  only  afit  you,  whether  tho»e  threatenings 
would  be  ot  any  ufc  at  all,  if  the  (inner  knew  that  they  would 
never  be  executed,  or  even  if  the  exocutioiv  of  thenr  were  m 
the  lead  degree  doubtful  ?  He  who  can  make  fubje&s believe 
that  their  governor  means  only  to  frighten  them  J.th  Ins  pena  - 
ties,  will  eafily  make  his  laws  of  no  effca,  and  fet  o.kt.ocrs 
loofe  from  every  reftraint.  .The  belief  of  the  execution  .» 
therefore  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  efEcacy  of  the  law,  w.mch 
otherwifc  could  only  be  an  engine  to  work  upon  fools.  And  >• 
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it  be  neceflary  in  all  cafes  that  fubjedh  fhould  believe  that  the 
law  will  be  executed,  then  it  follows  in  the  prefent  cafe,  tha£ 
the  threatening^  of  God  {hall  certainly  be  executed  at  lalt.  For 
God  cannot  lie,  nor  make  it  the  duty  of  mankind  to  believe  a 
lie.  He  has  no  need  of  filch  bafe  means  to  keep  the  world  in 
order.  If  the  penalties,  as  they  are  defcribed  in  the  law,  be 
confiilent  with  the  goodnefs  of  God,  the  inflicting  of  them  at 
lad  cannot  in  reafon  be  fuftained  as  an  objection  again d  it.— — , 
Say  then, '  O  (inner,  what  farther  had  thou  to  allege  agamO; 
God  ?  The  appeal  is  made  to  you  in  the  text,  and  a  .challenge 
given  to  you  to  bring  forth  all  your  objections  a  gain  it  his  laws 
and  government. — Do  you  blame  him,  in  the 

4 th  place,  For  the  temptations  you  meet  with  in  the. world, 
and  thbfe  circumfiances  of  danger  with  which  vou  are  furround- 

«.  >  V-  ^  ^  . 

ed  ?  Let  us  coniider  a  little  the  ju fl5.ee  of  this  complaint.  The 
ffrongeft  temptations,  you  mud  allow,  have  no  cpropuiflye  effir 
eacy  ;  all  they  can  do,  is  to  foiled  and  entice  us  :  And  are 
there  not  addreiTed  to  us  far  more' weighty  arguments  and  foil-, 
citations  to  forfake  fin,  and  to  walk  in  the  paths  of  wiidom  ? 
If  we  cannot  refill  the  devil  and  the  lie  fhr  how  can  we  reiufe. 
what  God  demands,  who  pleadeth  with  us  by  infinitely  d rang¬ 
er  motives  than  they  can  prefent  to  us  ?  For  he  lets  before  us  the 
endlefis  joys,  or  the  endiefs.  torments,  of  a  future  date  of  ex¬ 
igence.  Doth  not  the  undefiled  inheritance  of  the  faints,  in 
light,  infinitely  tranfeend  all  that  earth  or  fenfe  can  promife  us  ? 
and  yet  final  1  we  pretend  to  jujlify  ourfelves,  when,  contrary  to 
all  reafon,  we  prefer  the  plea futes  of  fin,  which  are  but  for  a. 
moment,  to  the  eternal  happinefs  and  glory  of  the  world  to 


come 


? - Once  more,  in  the 


$th  place,  Do  you  object  that  you  cannot  reclaim  or  convert 
yoiirfelves  ?  that  man  can  dp  nothing  towards  his  convex fion5 
unlefs  he  fliajl  receive  povyer  from  on  high  ?  that  therefore 
you  are  excu  fable  until  God  fliali  impart  his  ailidance  i  and 
that  it  you  periih,  it  is  not  your  fault  ? 

My  brethren,  we  mull  not  {peak  falfely  even  for  God  ;  nor 
fupprefs  or  difguife  the  dodlrmes  of  his  word*  however  they, 
may  be  abufed  by  carnal  ap d  obiiiuate  finners. 

It  is  true,  that  man,  in  his  natural  date,  cannot  do.  any  thing 
that  is  fpiritually  good  :  for  (( they  that  are  in  the  tfcfe  cannot, 
<!c.  plea.fe  God.’3  It  is.  equally  true,  that  God  is  a  deb.tpr  to  no 
man,  but  is  the  tree  difpofpr  of  his. own  grace,  giving  it  when, 
and  to'whomfoever  he  pleaibth.  But  it  is. no  left.  .true, '  that 
there  are  certain  means  of  his  appointment,  in  the  life  of  which*, 
alone  we  have  region  to  expedt  hi-?,  aid/,  and  he  vnp  - 1  *  »t n  not 
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Improve  thefe  faithfully,  complains  with  a  very  bad  grace,  at 
lead,  and  is  jultly  chargeable  with  bis  own  damnation. 

You  cannot  convert  yourfelves  -, — but  cannot  you  forbear  to 
curfe  and  blafpherne  the  name  of  £od  ?  Cannot  you  retrain 
yourfelves  when  your  nature  is  duly  refreihed  with  meat  arid 
drink  ?  Cannot  you  keep  at  a  didance  from  evil  company,  and 
avoid  many  occafions  of  firming,  and  temptations  to  fin  ?  It  is 
certainly  in  your  power  to  perform  many  of  the  external  ads  of 
religious  wordrip.  You  can  go  to  church,  if  you  are  fo  difpo- 
fed,  as  eafily  as  you  can  flay  at  home,  or  ride  abroad  for  your 
amufement.  You  can  go  to  your  clofet  as  eafily  as  to  the  ta¬ 
vern.  What  hinders  you  to  read  your  Bible,  as  well  as  any 
other  book  ?  to  meditate  on  what  it  contains,  and  on  its  vail  im¬ 
portance  to  your  everlafting  intered  ? 

Have  you  then  done  thefe  things,  or  have  you  not  clone  them? 
Have  you  avoided  the  tempting  occafions  of  evil  ?  Have  you 
ufed  the  means  of  grace,  and  attended  ferioufly  upou  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  God’s  worfhip  ? — —If  you  have  negleded  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  powers  you  pofiefs,  whom  can  you  blame  for  it,  that 
you  have  not  obtained  more  extenfive  powers  ?  God  will  make 
you  one  day  to  know,  that  it  was  not  he  who  carried  you  to  the 
haunts  of  riot,  intemperance,  and  lewdnefs :  that  it  was  not 
he  who  tempted  you  to  (wear  profanely,  or  to  rail  at  goodnefs, 
or  to  quarrel  with  the  Word  that  (hould  have  fared  you  -9  but 
that  all  this  was  owing  to  the  voluntary  and  obdinate  wickednefs 
of  your  own  corrupt  hearts.  And,  whatever  excufes  finners 
may  now  feign  to  thetnfelves,  they  mud  all  (land  fpeechlefs  at 
lad.  None  fhall  be  able  to  plead,  i  Lord,  I  applied  to  thee  for 
c  converting  grace,  but  it  was  refufed  me.’  No,  God  will  be 
clear  when  he  judgeth  *,  and  every  mouth  fhall  be  flopped  in  that 
day  when  he  pafleth  fentence  on  an  aflembled  world. 

Thus  have  I  examined  and  endeavoured  to  refute  forne  of  the 
mod  plaufible  objedions  which  are  commonly  alledged  againd 
the  mildnefs  and  equity  of  the  divine  adminidration  ;  and  from 
all  that  has  been  faid,  I  hope  it  now  appears,  that  nothing  can 
be  more  unreafonable  or  blafphemous,  than  to  lay  the  blame  of 
the  finner’s  dedrudion  upon  God.  “The  foolifhnefs  of  man/* 
faith  Solomon,  “  perverteth  his  way  ;  and  his  heart  fretteth 
“  againd  the  Lord/’  (Prov.  xix.  3.)  This  is  the  true  account 
of  the  matter.  The  fiimer  dedroys  himfelf  by  his  own  wilful 
and  obdinatc  folly,  and  then  he  accufes  God,  as  if  he  were  the 
caufe  of  his  mifery;  although  God  hath  done  everything  to 
fave  him,  which  could  have  been  done  by  the  righteous  Lawgiv¬ 
er  and  Governor  cf  the  world. 


The 


SERMON 


XII. 


iij 

.  The  lying  lips  fhall  ere  long  be  put  to  filence.  The  worker^ 
of  iniquity  fhall  {land  felf-condemned  before  the  awful  tri¬ 
bunal  ;  and  all  their  vain  and  impious  pretexts  and  excufes,  will 
only  ferve  to  increafe  their  fhame  and  confufion.  With  what 
inconceivable  remorfe  and  anguifh  will  the  finner  then  review 
his  paft  conduct  ?  How  contemptible  will  thofe  temptations 
then  appear,  to  him,  which  he  once  magnified  fo  much,  when 
he  fhall  compare  them  with  the  powerful  motives  and  encour¬ 
agements  of  a  holy  life,  which  were  in  vain  fo  often  and  fo 
plainly  fet  before  him  ?  When  he  fhall  recoiled!  the  various 
means  and  indruments  which  were  employed  to  lave  him  from 
ruin :  the  full  and  the  free  offers  which  were  made  to  him  of 
pardoning  mercy,  and  of  fanCtifying  grace  ;  the  earned  calls 
and  invitations  which  he  received  to  turn  from  his  evil  wav,  and 
live  :  When  he  fhall  view  that  precious  fountain,  in  which  thou- 
fands,  as  guilty  as  himfclf,  have  been  waflied  and  made  clean  ; 
and  {hall  refledl  that  all  thefe  advantages  are  for  ever  loft 
how  fhall  he  then  hang  down  his  head,  and  fmite  his  guilty  and 
defpairing  bread  ?  faying  in  the  bitternefs  of  his  foul,  “  How 

have  I  hated  inftrudlion,  and  my  heart  defpifed  reproof?  and 
€£  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers,  nor  inclined  mine 
((  ear  to  them  that  inftrudled  me  ?”  (Prov.  v.  12,  13.)  Then 
fhall  all  his  complaints  be  turned  againft  himfelf ;  and,  inftead 
of  reding  on  his  wonted  excufes,  he  fhall  then  call,  but  call  in 
vain,  “  oh  the  mountains  and  on  the  rocks  to  fall  on  him,  and 
“  to  hide  him  from  the  face  of  Him,  who  fitteth  on  the  throne, 
t(  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb.”  O  that  men  were  wife, 
and  would  confider  thefe  things,  fo  as  to  prevent,  by  a  timely 
repentance,  the  horrors  of  that  awful  day  which  is  haftening 
fad  to  furprife  a  fleeping  world. 

My  brethren,  I  have  reprefented  your  danger  to  you  as  plainly 
as  I  could.  I  have  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  weakriefs  of  thole 
pitiful  evafions  by  which  many  of  you  endeavour  to  fupport  a 
vain  hope,  or  at  lead  to  leffen  the  awful  apprehenfions  of  a 
judgment  to  come.  I  have  fpoken  to  your  ears  :  God  alone  can 
fpeak  td  your  hearts  •,  and  to  his  mercy  and  grace  I  commend 
you.' — Allow  me,  before  I  conclude,  to  beg  your  attention  to 
the  followingfconfiderations. 

Confider,  that  to  be  your  owil  deftroyers  is  to  counteract  the 
very  ftrongeft  principle  of  your  natures,  the  principle  of  felf- 
prefervation.  Every  creature  naturally  defirefch  its  own  felicity  5 
and  will  you  obftinately  rufh  upon  manifed  ruin,  through  all 
the  obftacles  that  are  placed  in  your  way  ?  Affidavits  you  may 
find  in  accomplifhing  rhisjk*fperate  purpofe:  but  without  your 

own 


own  cohfent  and  acHve  concurrence,  it  never  can  be  accom¬ 
plished,  even  though  the  whole  world,  and  all  the  holt  of  apef- 
tate  (pints,  were  combined  againft  you*  Will  you  be  worfe 
than  devils  to  ybutfelves  ?  What  pity  can  you  exp  ebb  to  meet 
with,  who  have  no  pity  for  your  own  fouls  ?  The  unfortunate 
are  objects  of  companion  ;  but  wilful  felf-deftroyers,  neither 

dbferve  companion,  nor  can  expect  it. - Conflder  what  ail 

aggravation  this  will  be  of  your  mifery  in  a  future  Hate?  How 
terrible  will  it  he  to  recoiled!,  in  the  regions  of  everlailing  woe, 
that  ye  have  brought  all  your  mifery  cn  yourfelves  ?  that  you 
Wete  forewarned,  repeatedly  and  awfully  forewarned,  of  the 
fatal  i flue  of  your  condiidt,  blit  without  effedl  ?  that  Chrift  and 
eternal  fa'lvation  were  freely  offered  to  you,  but  .were  contemptu- 
oully  defpifed  'and  fet  at  nought  ?  Thefe  confiderations  will  add 
a  continual  fuel  of  tormenting  flames,  and  will  make  them 
burn  with  infufferable  violence.  O  then  be  wife  in  time: 

Seek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  and  call  upon  him 
«  while  he  is  near.  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  Way,  and  the 
<c  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts,  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
«c  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God* 
<c  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon,” — —To  conclude  :  Ponder 
tHe  whokfome  advice  recorded  in  Prbv.  viii.  33“^3^*  “Hear 
inftru&ion,  and  be  wife,  and  refute  it  not.  Elefled  is  the 
«  man  that  heareth  ;ne,  watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting 
<<  at  the  polls  of  my  doors.  For  whofo  ftndeth  me,  nndetK 
“  life,  and  (hall  obtain  favour  of  the  Lord.  But  he  that  fin- 
ec  nethagrinff  m£,  wrongeth  his  ow’it  ioul.  All  they  that  hate 
*e  me,  love  death.**  Amin. 
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Let  every  man  prove  his  own  work* 


BEFORE  I  enter  upon  the  fubjedl:  of  this  text,  it  may  not 
j?  be  improper  to  mention  feme  of  the  reafons  which  have 
led  me  to  it  at  this  time*. 

As  many,  who  call  themfelves  Chriftians,  difeover  fo  lit¬ 
tle  of  Ohnftianity  in  their  lives,  that  we  are  often  at  a  lofs  to 
reconcile  their  condudl  with  their  profeflions  ;  I  thought  it  might 
be  of  uie  to  thofe  who  are  in  any  degree  diftinguifhed  by  theif 
religious  condudl,  if  I  could  lead  them  into  fuch  a  ferutiny  or 
themfelves  as  this  text  fuggefls  to  us  ;  or  perfuade  them  to  in¬ 
quire,  whether  their  works,  -which  are  apparently  good,  are 
fuch  as  will  abide  the  tell:  whether  they  proceed  from  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  God,  or  from  the  fpirit  of  the  world  :  whether  they  are 
animated  by  a  cc  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity,”  or  by  the  un¬ 
hallowed  principles  of  ieli-love,  and  the  defire  of  recommending; 
themfelves  to  the  efleem  of  men, 

2^//y,  It  is  evident  from  Scripture,  that  a  man  may  sro  far  in 
the  outward  performance  of  his  duty,  and  yet  be  a&uated  by 
fuch  motives  as  afford  him  greater  caufe  of  grief  and  cf  fhame 
than  of  that  rejoicing  which  is  mentioned  in  the  claufe  follow¬ 
ing  my  text.  I  read  in  the  proceed ing  verfe,  that  it  is  pof~ 
fible  for  a  ec  man  to  think  himfelf  to  be  fomething  when  he  is 
4C  nothing.  I  find  in  iadx  that  the  Laodiceans  imagined  them¬ 
selves  to  be  a  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  having  need 
of  nothing,”  when,  in  truth,  they  were  “  wretched,  and  mifer- 
**  and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked/'  And  there  are  too 

many  reafons  to  fufpedf,  that  like  thofe,  multitudes  of  this  pre- 
fent  generation  are  pure  in  their  own  eyes,  and  yet  are  not 
46  wafhed  from  their  filthinefs  have  a  «  name  that  they  live, 
while  they  are  dead  and  have  «  the  praiie  of  men,”  whil 
*c  their  hearts  are  not  right  with  God.” 

VoL-  11 r-  ,  s  3  diy 
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3 dly>  I  forefee  the  time  when  thoufands  fhall  wifh  that  they 
had  followed  the  Apoftle’s  advice  in  my  text.  “  Yet  a  little 
a  while,  and  he  that  (hall  come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry." 

“  The  Lord  himfeif  fhall  defeend  from  heaven  with  a  fhout, 
f<  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and  the  trump  of  God  ;  to 
*c  judge  the  world  in  righteoufnefs.  In  that  day  many  fhall  fay 
“  to  him,  Lord,  Lord,  did  we  not  eat  and  drink  in  thy  pre- 
“  fence,  have  we  not  prophefied  in  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy 
££  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?”  But  when  they  re¬ 
ceive  that  awful  reply,  «  Depart  from  me,  I  know  you  not 
<c  whence  ye  are,"  with  what  inconceivable  ailguifh  will  they 
then  cry  out,  Oh  !  that  we  had  tried  and  proved  thofe  fpecious 
works  in  which  we  trufted.— We  thought  them  good  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  God  5  alas  !  too  late,  we  find  our  unhappy  miftake. 
The  time  was,  when  this  diicovery  might  have  profited  us  : 
but  now  the  doom  is  paired  ;  our  (late  is  fixed  ;  and  nothing  re¬ 
mains  for  us  but  a  fruitlefs  remorfe,  and  the  galling  remem¬ 
brance  of  our  former  (loth  and  fecurity. — And. 

Laftly>  When  I  confidered  that  I  was  to  fpeak  to  communi¬ 
cants,  who  have  this  day  fealed  either  their  friendfhip  or  their 
enmity  with  Ghrfd  at  his  own  table,  it  determined  me  to  ad- 
drefs  to  you  a  prefiing  and  earned  call  to  prove  this  part  of 
your  work  in  particular  :  that,  fuch  as  have  been  properly  em¬ 
ployed  in  this  holy  fervice,  may  after  trial  of  themfelves,  lay 
liold  ot  the  comforts  which  belong  to  them  *  and  that  others 
tnjj  receive  fuch  a  view  of  their  guilt  and  of  their  danger,  as, 
by  the  giace  ol  God,  fhall  condrain  them  to  have  immediate  re- 
courfe  to  that  injured,  hut  compaffionate  Saviour,  whofe  blood 
in  dead  Oi  crying  for  vengeance,  pleads  for  mercy  to  the  chief 
of  Tinners.  On  all  thefe  accounts  let  me  intreat,  not  only  the 
hearing  of  your  ears,  but  the  attention  of  your  minds,  whilft  I 
endeavour,  through  divine  aid, 

ijt,  To  explain  the  full  meaning  or  import  of  the  Apodle’s 
exhortation - £t  Let  every  man  prove  his  own  work." 

2(hy,  lo  give  you  fome  diredions  with  regard  to  the  manner 
of  conducting  the  inquiry  to  which  the  exhortation  relates,  and 
then  to  point  out  to  you  the  pradicai  improvement  of  the  fiib- 
jed.  I  begin  with  the  exhortation itfelf, u  Let  every  man  prove 
££  his  own  work'd 7 

There  is  a  particular  emphafis  in  thefe  words,  which  mud 
not  be  overlooked.  It  is  his  own  work  that  a  man  mud  prove, 
Yv  e  are  fulficiently  ready  to  examine,  and  to  pafs  lentence  upon 
the  werks  of  others.  We  are  often  abroad;  but  are  feldom  at 
home,  where  our  chief  bufinefs  lies.  Like  fome  travellers, 
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who  are  well  acquainted  with  foreign  countries,  but  fhamefuily 
ignorant  of  their  own  ;  we  know  more  of  others  than  we,  arc 
willing  to  know  of  ourfelves  ;  and  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  the 
ftudy  of  our  own  hearts  is  a  dull  and  nVelancholy  budneis,  which 
may  incite  within  us  many  uneafy  thoughts,  and  can  give  us  no 
pleafure  at  all- 

Alas  i  how  low  are  we  funk  by  our  apoflacy  from  God  !  and 
with  what  little  and  falfe  coniolations  may  a  degenerate  mind 
be  Toothed  !  Indead  of  looking  inwards  for  pofitive  evidence  of 
<i>ur  favour  with  God,  we  learn  to  regulate  our  judgment  of  our- 
felves,  by  what  we  perceive  in  the  characters  of  other  men.— 
If  the  image  of  the  devil  is  more  vifihly  formed  on  others  than 
on  ourfelves,  we  have  little  anxiety  to  difeover  the  image  of 
God  upon  our  own  hearts.  The  bulk  of  men  think  it  enough 
to  know  that  fome  of  their  brethren  are  worfe  than  they  are.,  as 
if  their  characters  would  rife,  in  proportion  as  the  characters  of 
others  are  debafed. — We  mud  relinquifh  this  falfe  rule  of  judg¬ 
ing,  if  we  would  either  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the  exhortation 
in  the  text,  or  would  not  be  fatally  difappointed  at  lad.  We 
mud  learn  to  rejoice  in  ourfelves,  and  not  in  others  ;  and  wc 
mud  call  in  our  thoughts  from  the  date  of  other  men,  and 

prove  every  man  his  own  work.”- - -Every  man,’’  faith  the 

Apoftle,  “  {hail  bear  his  own  burden.”  Each  of  us  (hall  give 
sa  account  of  his  own  conduct  to  God,  and  (hall  be  judged 
according  to  his  own  perfonal  behaviour,  without  regard  to  any 
comparative  goodnefs  or  attainments  which  may  belong  to 
him . 

But  here,  perhaps,  fome  may  aik  the  quedion,  To  what 
works  do  you  refer  ?  If  they  are  works  of  a  doubtful  nature, 
we  acknowledge  that  they  pught  to  be  tried,  and  that  thofe  are 
highly  to  blame  who  neglect  to  try  them.  But  are  there  not 
other  works,  fo  eminently  good  and  excellent  in  themfelves,  that 
the  perfon  who  doth  them,  may  conclude,  without  hefitation, 
that  they  are  certainly  pleafmg  and  acceptable  to  God  ?  I  bis, 
my  brethren,  is  a  rock  upon  which  thoufands  have  made  fhip- 
wreck.  It  would  make  one  fad  to  think  what  multitudes  will 
be  furpriied  with  the  everiading  burnings,  who,  in  confequence 
of  this  very  opinion,  flatter  themfelves,  while  they  live,  with 
the  hopes  of  heaven.  You  mud  therefore  allow  me  to  retort 
the  quedion,  and  to  aik,  What  are  thofe  works  which  are  fo 
eminently  good  and  excellent,  that  there  is  no  need  to  prove 
them  ?  or  rather,  Are  there.  any  duties  of  an  external  nature, 
which  an  hypocrite  cannot  perform  as  well  as  you  ?  Do  you 
frequent  the  church,  and  attend  upon  the  preaching  of  the 
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word  ?  So  did  the  impenitent  Jews  in  the  days  of  the  Prophet 
Ezekiel,  with  as  much  decency,  perhaps,  and  apparent  devotion, 
as  are  feen  in  you.  For  thus  faid  the  Lord  unto  that  Prophet,, 
u  They  come  unto  thee  as  the  people  cometh,  and  they  fit  he- 

fore  thee  as  my  people,  and  they  hear  thy  word,  but  they  will 

not  do  them  :  for  with  their  mouth  they  fhew  much  love,  but 
i(  their  heart  goeth  after  their  covetoufnefs.*3  Are  you  dri£i 
obfervers  of  the  Sabbath?  Wereadoffome  who  .perfeeuted 
our  Saviour  for  working  a  miracle  of  mercy  on  the  Sabbath- 
day  5  and  furely  you  pretend  not  to  a  greater  degree  of 
ilridtnefs  than  this.  Do  you  pray  ?  So  did  the  Pharifees  \ 
they  made  long  prayers,  and  they  praved  with  a  loud  voice.— 
Do  you  fad  before  the  obfervation  of  the  Lord’s  Tapper  ?  ,  .The 
Pharifees  did  more.  They  faded  twice  in  the  week.  Do  you 
partake  of,  that  holy  facrament  ?  Many  think  that  Judas  did 
fo  too  :  v/e  know  at  lead  that  he  was  prefent  at  the  pafTover, 
which  was  alfo  a  folemn  rite  of  religion.  And  therefore  no 
certain  conclufion  can  be  drawn  from  the  outward  exercifes  of 
religious  worfhip. 

Where  then  fhall  we  go  next  ?  Will  we  judge  with  more 
certainty  from  the  duties  of  the  fecond  table  of  the  law  of 
God  ? 

Here,  my  brethren,  the  matter  may  be  brought  to  a  very 
ftiort  ifliie.  V/e  read  of  a  young  man  who  profeffed,  in  the- 
prefence  of  our  Lord,  that  he  had  kept  all  thefe  command¬ 
ments  from  his  youth  ; — and  yet  we  learn  from  the  fequel  of 
his  dory,  that  he  preferred  the  podedions'  of  this  earth  to  the 
enjoyment  of  God  ,  for  he  refilled  to  fell  his  lands  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  poor,  although  our  Saviour  had  allured  him  of  trea- 
lure  in  heaven. — But  you  have  perhaps  to  lay  for  yourfelvess 
that  you  are  charitable  ?  and  kind  to  the  poor  ;  and  afk  if 
this  is  not  a  duty  applauded  in  Scripture  ?  I  confefs  it  is  much 
applauded.  But  were  not  the  proud  and  hypocritical  Pharifees 
alfo  charitable  ?  They  gave  alms  j  and  more  liheral  alms  than 
mod  of  us  \  otherwife,  I  fuppole,  they  would  have  founded  the 
trumpet  as  little  as  we  do. — We  may  therefore  conclude,  that 
none  of  all  thefe  outward  deeds  are  fufficient,  by  themfelves,  to 
didinguifh  us  from  rhe  hypocrite.  But  the  quedionwili  return. 
May  we  not  join  all  thefe  works  together  ?  and  in  that  cafe, 
may  we  not  draw  from  them  a  certain  conclufion  ? 

My  brethren,  if  f  were  now  fpeaking  of  the  judgment  which 
others  ought  to  form  of  your  characters,  from  what  they  lee  in 
your  actions,  I  would  certainly  fay,  that  thole  favourable  appear¬ 
ances  ought  to  perfuade  them  that  you  are  real  Chridians.,  But 
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as  I  fpeak  of  the  eftimate  which  you  are  to  make  of  yourfelves, 
Imuft  tell  you,  that  all  this  fair  low  may  certainly  eonfift  with 
z  heart  that  is  not  44  found  in  God’s  ftatutesh’  For  Amaziah, 
the  king  of  Judah,  was  not  far  fhort  of  this,  oi  whom  we  read 
( 2  Chron.  xxv.  2.),  that  he  44  did  that  which  was  right  in  the 
“  fight  of  the  Lord  44  but  (obferve  what  follows,  he  did  it) 
44  not  with  aperfeCt  hearth  What  a  promifing  appearance  was. 
here  blafted  !  Amaziah  gave  God  every  thing  but  his  heart  5 
the  very  thing  which  God  valued,  and  without  which  all  that 
he  could  give  befides  was  infignificant.  Does  not  this  {hake  the 
foundation  of  your  confidence,  and  make  you,  like  one  newly1 
awakened  out  of  a  battering  dream,  fummon  up  all  ycur  atten¬ 
tion  to  fee  whether  you  are  in  the  unhappy  {Fixation  of  Amaziah, 
or  are  really  in  the  circum (lances  in  which  your  own  fancy  hath 
reprefented  you  ?  This,  my  brethren,  is  the  very  thing  which  I 
have  been  aiming  at.  I  forefee  the  day,  when  many  who  were 
fomething  in  their  own  eyes,  and  trufted  in  themfelves  that  they 
were  righteous,  will  prefent-,  their  fpecious  roll  of  outward  du¬ 
ties  to  the  heart-fearching  Judge,  faying*,  Lo  !  this  is  the  life 
which  we  fpent  in  the  flefh  *,  who  will  not  be  able  to  add,  This 
life  was  44  Dy  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God.”  Methinks  I  hear 
the  Judge  fay  to  them,  Thefe  are  indeed  the  duties  which  I  en¬ 
joined  \  but  where  is  thefpirit  which  fhouldhave  animated  them? 
Thefe  are  the  facrifices  which  I  appointed  ,  but  the  flrange 
fire  with  which  you  offered  them,  can  find  no  acceptance  here. 
Ye  have  not  ferved  me,  but  yourfelves.  44  J  never  knew  you/"9 
And  therefore  ye  can  receive  no  reward. 

What  hath  been  faid  maybe  fufficient  to  explain  the  Apoflle’s 
exhortation ;  and  to  fhow  both  the  reafcnablenels  and  the  ne« 
eeffity  of  proving  even  our  beft  works.  I  proceed  now. 

Secondly,  To  give  you  fome  directions  with  regard  to  the 
manner  of  conducting  this  important  inquiry. 

Now,  before  a  man  can  be  qualified  for  proving  his  own 
works,  two  things  are  indifpenfably  neceffary.  The 

1 ft  is,  That  he  fhould  be  well  acquainted  with  the  holy  Scrip¬ 
tures  :  for  it  i&  by  the  Scriptures  alone  that  we  know  with  cer¬ 
tainty  what  is  good  and  acceptable  to  God.  44  Wherewith  ihaU 
u  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way  ?”  faid  David.  The  anfwer  is, 
€C  By  taking,  heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word.”  Scripture  is 
that  unerring  rule  which  points  out  to  ns  the  road  of  duty  and, 
which  difeovers  to  us  the  flraightnefs  or  the  crookednefs  of  our 
own  paths.  A  considerable  degree  of  acquaintance  with  it,  is 
therefore  abfolutely  neceffary,  to  enable  us  44  to  prove”  and  to 
judge  of  our  own  works.  Br\t, 
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idly,  It  is  alfo  requifite,  that  we  fhould  be  conftant  and  dili¬ 
gent  obfervers  of  what  paffeth  in  our  own  hearts;  for  c<out  of  the 
cc  heart  are  the  i flues  of  lifeT  The  heart  is  the  fountain  from 
which  ail  out  actions  How,  and  from  which  alone  they  can  be 
truly  denominated  either  good  or  bad.  1  obferved  formerly, 
that  there  is  no  outward  duty  which  a  hypocrite  may  not 
counterfeit:  And  we  have  a  remarkable  example  (2  Kings  x)  of 
the  fame  action  being  good  in  one  man,  and  bad  in  another, 
from  the  different  difpofitions  with  which  it  was  performed.-—  ■ 
We  find  two  men  riding  in  the  fame  chariot,  and  both  of  them 
engaged  in  the  fame  expedition,  Jehu  and  jonadab.  But  though 
the  work  they  were  executing  was  the  fame,  the  different  ends 
which  they  aimed  at,  made  that  which  was  an  excellent  duty  in 
Jonadab,  an  ad  of  mere  cruelty  and  of  vile  hypocrify  in  Jehu. 
Jehu  was  impelled,  not  by  zeal  for  the  Lord,  but  by  ambition 
to  wear  a  crown.  We  muft  therefore  retire  into  our  own 
breads,  and  carefully  obferve  the  various  operations  of  our  minds. 
We  muft  confider  the  motives  that  influence  our  condud  :  the 
ends  we  propofe  in  our  adions  ;  and  the  temper  and  frame 
of  {pint  with  which  every  duty  is  performed.  For  in  vain  do 
we  know  the  rule,  unlefs  we  alfo  know  the  thing  to  which  it 
xnuft  be  applied  $  in  vain  do  we  read  and  ftudy  the  Scriptures, 
unlefs  we  like  wife  read  and  ftudy  our  own  hearts.  The  duty  I 
am  recommending,  confifts  in  comparing  them  together,  that 
we  may  difeover  how  far  they  agree,  and  wherein  they  differ. 
This  is  indeed  a  work  of  great  difficulty  ;  but,  though  difficult, 
it  is  not  impracticable.  He  who  gave  the  command,  will  like- 
wife  grant  his  affiftance  to  thofe  who,  in  a  humble  dependence 
on  his  grace,  apply  themfelves  heartily  to  this  neceffary  duty.— 
Let  it  then  be  your 

Firft  care,  to  get  your  minds  thoroughly  awakened  when  you 
enter  upon  this  work.  Never  was  time  put  to  a  higher  improve¬ 
ment  :  never  were  thoughts,  ipent  upon  a  more  important  bun- 
liefs.  Compared  with  this,  the  trial  of  men  for  their  lives  at  a 
human  bar  is  a  mere  trifle  ,  for  here  nothing  lefs  than  an  etern¬ 
al  intereft  depends  on  the  ifiae.  Summon  up  all  the  powers  of 
your  fouls,  bring  your  thoughts  to  the  iubjedl  as  inteniely  as  you 
can,  let  your  minds  be  divefted  of  every  other  care  ;  and  above 

ad _ O  be  honeft  with  yourielves,  and  refolve  to  pais  an  imp  at- 

tial  fentenee,  as  the  evidence  (hall  appear,  whether  it  fhould  be 
in  your  favour,  or  again  ft  you. ,  Remember  that  your  groat 
judge  knows  the  truth  of  your  condition,  and  that  therefore  you 
can  gain  nothing  by  hiding  it  from  yourielves*  • 
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When  your  hearts  are  once  fetioufly  engaged,  then  fall  down 
before  God,  and  plead  the  afftftance  of  his  good  Spirit,  to  en¬ 
lighten  and  diredf  you  in  the  knowledge  of  yourfeives  ;  to  keep 
you  from  miftakes,  both  on  the  one  hand  and  on  the  other  \  and 
to  guide  you  to  a  juft  and  an  affecting  view  of  your  true  con¬ 
dition. 

Having  thus  prepared  yourfeives  by  meditation  and  prayer* 
proceed  immediately  to’ the  inquiry  itfelf,  before  your  hearts  be¬ 
gin  to  cool,  or  the  impre  (lions  of  the  divine  prefenee  are  effaced. 
Set  the  word  of  God  before  you  as  the  rule,  and  then  put  the 
queition,  Do  my  addons  and  difpofitions  correfpond  to  this  rule* 
or  are  they  inconfiilent  with  it  ?  Cake  your  actions,  and  the 
Sources  of  them,  one  by  one,  and  bring  them  to  this  ftandard  5 
fuffer  not  your  hearts,  in  any  cafe,  to  ffart  afide,  till  they  have 
given  an  explicit  anfwer  ;  lay  the  command  of  God  upon  them, 
and  charge  them  to  obey  upon  pain  of  his  wrath. 

.  When,  by  thefe  means,  you  have  difeovered  the  truth,  then 
pafs  the  fentence  on  yourfeives,  and  labour  to  have  your  hearts 
properly  aflecfed  with  it.  Do  not  think  it  enough  to  have  chf- 
cerned  ycur  true  condition/  but  endeavour  to  feel  what  God 
hath  made  you  to  know.  If  you  find,  that  you  have  been  aifalcng 
formal  and  hypocritical  in  your  obedience  ;  that  inftead  of 
ferving  God,  you  have  been  ferving  yourfeives  ;  that  inftead  of 
feeking  n i s  approbation,  you  have  been  courting  the  applaufe  of 
men  ;  that  inftead  of  fowingto  the  Spirit,  you  have  been  fovc- 
ing  to  die  ftefh  ;  O  lay  this  convidlion.  home  to  your  hearts, — 
Tnmk  what  a  dreadful  ftate  you  are  in  :  unpardpned,  unfan£H- 
fied,  and,  if  oeatli  fhould  now  iurprife  you,  ruined  for  ever. 

But,  whiJft  you  thus  endeavour  to  know  the  very  worft  of 
vour  condition,  beware,  at  the  fame  time,  of  giving  way  to 
gloomy  and  defpondmg  thoughts.  .Let  none  of  vou  fav, ci  Be- 
“  caufe-I  am  ungodly,  I  fhall  die  fo  ;  becaufe  I  am  an  h  ' 

<c  I  fhall  continue  fo  for  inch  defpondenc. 
ranteci  than  your  former  preemption.  You  haw?  another  work 
to  do,  which  is  to  flee  fpeedily  to  Ghrift,  and  to  break  off  your 
hypocrify  and  wickedneis  by  repentance.  If  you  find  that  you 
have  been  hitherto  out  of  the  wav,  do  not  lit  down  and  defoair, 
but  make  the  more  hade  to  turn  into  it.  Chrift  is  ft  ill  in  your 

oner,  and  you  cannot  be  more  willing  to  receive  him,  than  he  is 

to  accept  of  you. 

iaut,  on  the  Other  hand,  if  yon  find  reafon  to  conclude,  after 
a  trieft  and  impartial  examination,  that  you  hive  been  (hr  ere  in 
the  pr  add  ice  of  ycur  duty,  that  vour  inward  difoofitions 
correfponded  to  your  outward  a&ipns,  and  that  both  have  Ct 
according  to  the  rule  of  Scripts,  -A-  th  . 
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a  difcovety.  This  is  a  good  evidence  that  you  are  fandtified  and 
Temew,edby  the  Spirit  of  God.  This  is  a  proof  that  you  are  uni¬ 
ted  to  Chrift,  who  i$“  the  true  vine  for  none  but  thofe  who 
are  united  to  him,  can  bring  forth  fuch  good  fruit.  Confider 
into  what  a  bleffed  ft  ate  the  Lord  hath  brought  you  ;  to  be  his 
children  and  his  friends  ;  to  be  pardoned  and  fan&ified,  and 
fare  of  being  faved.  What  more  can  you  defire  l  Doth  not  the 
affurance  of  fuch  a  bleiTed  condition  cieferve  all  the  labour  and 
pains  which  the  inquiry  can  coft  you  ?  One  caution,  however, 
1  muft  give  you.  Do  not  truft  fo  much  to  one  difeovery  of  this 
kind,  as  to  give  up  all  further  trial.  No. — u  To  prove  your 
own  works,’’  muft  be  your  daily  employment.  Renew  the 
inquiry  often  ;  make  frequent  proof  of  yourfelves ;  compare 
the  refult  of  your  observations  at  different  times,  and  let  them 
ferve  to  redlify  one  another. 

Thus,  my  brethren,  I  have  given  you  the  beft  dire&ions 
which  I  could  think  of,  with  regard  to  the  method  of  conduct¬ 
ing  this  important  inquiry.  And  here  it  might  be  proper  to  fub- 
join  forne  of  thofe  Scriptural  marks  or  characters  by  which 
every  man  ought  to  prove  his  own  works.”  But  this  would 
lead  me  beyond  the  limits  of  one  difeourfe.  I  mean  therefore 
at  prefent  to  confine  myfelf  to  the  circumftances  or  marks  by 
which  you  ought  to  try  the  important  duty  in  which  you  have 
been  this  day  employed. 

Allow  me  then,  in  the  conclufion  of  this  folemn  fervice,  to 
put  a  few  plain  but  neeeffary  queftions  to  you,  and  to  call  on 
you  to  anfwer  them,  as  you  hope  to  fpeed  at  the  bar  of  God’s 
judgment. 

lj,  By  what  motives  were  you  determined  to  come  here  this 
•day  ?  Yvras  it  by  a  fenfe  of  duty  and  in  obedience  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  crucified  Saviour  ?  Was  it  from  a  mind  “  hungering 
«  and  thirfting”  after  Cbrift  and  his  righteoufnefs  ?  Or  was  it 
only  in  compliance  with  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  and  from 
a  defire  of  appearing  religious  in  the  eyes  of  men  ?  Would  to 
God  there  were  lefs  caufc  than  there  is  for  this  queftion,  grofs 

and  reproachful  as  it  may  appear  ? 

2 dly^  What  pains  were  you  at  in  preparing  yourfelves  for 
this  near  approach  to  God  ?  W ere  you  careful  to  ftir  up  in  your¬ 
felves  thofe  holy  and  humble  difpofitions  which  conftitute 
the  wedding  garment’-'  of  thofe  who  are  bidden  to  the  feaft  ? 
Or,  have  you,  without  any  previous  examination,  or  any  regard 
to  the  awful  fence  which  furrounds  this  table,  fearlefsly  taken 
your  feat  among  faithful  difciples,  without  afkirig  the  Matter  s 
welcome,  or  dreading  his  difpleafure  ? 
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3 dly>  What  benefit  did  you  propofe  to  reap  from  your  attend¬ 
ance  upon  this  folemn  ordinance  ?  Did  you  only  with  to  pacify 
your  natural  confcience,  by  doing  what  you  apprehended  to  be 
an  acceptable  duty  ?  Or  did  you  mean  to  offer  an  outward  com¬ 
pliment  to  the  Almighty,  in  order  to  induce  him  to  pardoa 
what  is  pad,  that  you  might  fin,  as  it  were,  on  a  new  fcore  ? 
Or,  on  the  other  hand,  did  you  come  here  in  the  hope  of  meet¬ 
ing  him  whom  your  fouls  love,  to  take  upon  you  <c  his  yoke 
u  which  is  eafy,  and  his  burden  which  is  light  ?*’— To  im¬ 
plore,  ovec  the  pledges  of  your  Saviour’s  love,  his  mercy  to 
pardon,  his  Spirit  to  fanftify,  and  his  grace  to  [Lengthen  you  ? 
Did  you  come,  that  this  holy  fervice  might  have  fome  influence 
to  aflifl  you  in  crucifying  “  the  old  man  with  his  deeds,”  and 
to  confirm  the  image  of  God  on  your  fouls  i— Once  more* 

4thly,  How  were  you  employed  while  you  fat  at  this  holy  ta¬ 
ble  ?  Did  you  feek  the  Lord  with  your  whole  hearts  ?  Did  your 
c*  fouls  follow  hard  after  him  ?”  And  if  any  vain  intruding 
thought  arofe  within  you,  did  you  inflantly  check  it  with  abhor¬ 
rence,  and  renew  your  repentance  for  that  mixture  of  infirmity 
in  your  holy  fervice  ?  When  ycu  heard  thefe  aliening  words. 

This  is  my  body  broken  for  you,  this  is  my  blood  fhed  for  the 

remiffion  of  your  fins,”  were  your  hearts  wrung  with  grief 
for  the  fins  which  were  the  caufe  of  the  Redeemer’s  fufferings  ? 
Did  you  give  yourfelves  entirely  up  to  him  who  gave  himfelf.  for 
you  an  offering  and  a  facrifice  to  God  ?  Did  you  accept  of  him 
as  your  only  peace-maker  with  the  Father,  and  refblve  to  build 
all  your  hopes  of  happinefs  upon  the  merits  of  his  fufferings 
and  obedience  ?  Did  you  renounce  all  his  enemies,  and  devote 
yourfelves  entirely  to  his  fervice,  to  be  governed  by  his  laws,  as 
your  only  Lord  and  King  ? 

Finally ,  Was  all  this  done  from  a  deliberate  and  confirmed 
choice,  and  not  from  a  mere  tranfient  flafh  of  devotion  ?  Then, 
indeed,  you  have  been  well  employed  \  and  we  deiire  to  give 
glory  to  God  on  your  account. 

But  if,  on  the  contrary,  your  hearts  have  been  cold  and  in- 
ienfible,  and  your  thoughts  have  been  wandering  without  con- 
troul,  upon  the  mountains  of  vanity  ;  if  you  have  felt  no  grief 
for  fin,  noloVe  to  the  Redeemer,  or  only  fuch  a  grief  and  love 
as  a  moving  tale  might  have  occafioned  ;  if  what  you  have  felt 
hath  not  led  you  to  bind  yourfelves  irrevocably  to  the  fervice  of 
that  Redeemer  who  encountered  the  wrath  of  God  for  you— 
this  was  not  to  eat  the  Lord’s  fupper.  Alas  !  my  heart  bleeds 
for  you-.  Ye  have  been  mocking  him  who  declared  that  he  will 
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not  be  mocked  with  impunity  •,  and  who,  uniefs  you  repent,  Will 
certainly  convince  you  of  this  in  another  wond. 

Thefe  are  all  the  queftions  which  I  fhall  put  to  you  at  this 
time  j  and  m  whatever  way  you  may  find  reafon  to  anfwer 
the  inquiry  muft  turn  out  to  your  advantage.  If,  upon  fearch, 
you  discover  the  unibundnefs'of  your  hearts,  even  in  that  very 
fad  difcovery,  you  have  the  greatefl  advantage  for  falvation  that 
you  have  ever  had  in  the  courfc  of  your  lives.  For  now,  your 
vain  confidence  being  overthrown,  you  lie  open  to  a  deep  and 
effedlual  conviction,  which  is  the  mercy  introduduve  of  ad 
other  mercies  to  your  fouls.  Your  chief  danger  lies  in  judging 
too  favourably,  or  in  judging  falfely,  or  yourfelves.  .  if 
you  do  fo,  how  feverely  will  you  fufter  for  the  fliort  lived  de¬ 
ceit,  when  God  firall  himfeif  prove  your  works,  or  when  he 
fhall  fay  to  you,  as  he  faid  to  the  caroufmg  king,  “  Thou  art 
weighed  in  the  balances,  and  art  found  wanting  ?”  How-’ 
confounded  will  you  be  if  this  fentcnce  firall  be  pronounced  ? 
and  how  paffionately  will  you  then  wifii  for  fuch  an  opportunity 
of  44  proving  your  own  works’1  as  you  now  enjoy  ? 

But  if,  on  the  oth'/r  hand,  you  can,  on  good  grounds,  con  - 
chide,  that  notwithflanding  the  many  imperfections  in  your 
holy  icrvicc,  you  have  been  fincere  and  upright  on  the  whole, 
how  great  may  your  comfort  be  ?  For  God  will  not  call  on  tne 
upright  man.  That  which  is  the  terror  of  the.  wicked  will  be 
youi^ joy.  As  the  fon  of  a  king  rejoiceth  in  his  father's  power 
and  magnificence,  fo  may  you  rejoice  in  thofe  duplays  or  the 
divine  Majefly,  which  fcare  a  guilty  world.  How  comfortable 
will  the  thoughts  of  a  Saviour  be,  when  you  can  fay,  “My  be¬ 
lt  lovecl  is  mine  f  ’  when  by  faith  you  can,  like  Thomas, 
«  put  your  hand  into  his  fide,  and  your  finger  into  the.print  of 
«  the  nails,  and  fay  unto  him,  my  Lord,  and  my  God  .  — 
With  what  jov  will  you  read  the  holy  Scriptures,  as  the  charter 
of  your  future  inheritance,  and  ponder  that  “  exceeding  and 
«  eternal  weight  of  glory,”  which  you  fhall  one  day  poffeis  t 
With  what  holy  boldnefs  may  you  approach  the  drrone  oi  grace, 
when  you  can  addrefs  God  as  your  reconciled  Father  m  Jelus 
Chrifi:  ?  How  cheerfully  may  you  endure  affh&ion  r  Flow  ca.m- 

ly  may  you  leave  this  world  ?  . , 

If  then  any  of  thefe  comforts  are  dear  to  you  *5  if  you  .would 
enjoy  them  in  a  found  (late,  or  would  have  a  clear  and  lively 
imprefiion  of  them,  let  me  befeech  you  to  comply  witn  tne 
Apoitlc’s  exhortation,  and  to  “  prove  your  own  works.  go 
fhall  ye  have  your  rejoicing  in  yourfelves,  and  never  be  afhamed. 

Amen'  .  S  E  R- 
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Therefore,  to  him  that  htmoetk  t«  do  good,  and  doeth  it.  not, J 
to  him  it  is 


r  g  lHE  unfruitful  lives  of  profeffing  Chriftians  is  a  very  gene*- 
|  ral  and  juft  complaint.  But  few- of  thoie  wno  retail  this 
complaint*  are  heartily  inclined  to  remove  the  caufe  of  it.  "Vv  e 
are  melancholy  examples  of  that  which  we  pretend  to  1'^cnt  j, 
and  we  ceafe  not  to  ftrengthen  the  interefts  of  a  party  which  we 
condemn.  David)  when  he  was  treating  with  Araunah,  the  Je- 
bufite,  lor  the  purchafe  of  his  threfhing  floor,  in  order  to  rear 
an  altar  to  God,  refufed  to  accept  of  it  without  a  price,  became 
he  would  not  “  offer  burnt  offerings  unto  the  Lord  his  God, 
of  that  which  coft  him  nothing.”  But,  alas  I  our  general 
conteft  feems  rather  to  be,  who  (hall  be  moft  penurious  in  his. 
offerings  to  God,  and  who  fh all  purchafe  heaven  with  the  earn 
eft  fervice.  Many  have  unhappily,  deceived  themfelves  into  an 
opinion,  that  nothing  but  pofitive  acts  of  rebellion  will  fubject 
them  to  puniftimerjt.  They  place  much  confidence  in  what  is 
called  a  harmlefs  inoffenfive  life,  as  if  it  were  virtue  enough  not 
to  be  abandoned  to  vice.  They  feem  to  aim  at  nothing  higher, 
than  that  of  which  the  Pharifee  made  his  boaft,  when  he  gave 
thanks  to  God  that  he  was  not  as  other  men,  nor  even  as  the 
husable  publican.  But,  in  the  paffage  which  I  have  now  ieaa 
to  you,  the  Apoftle  directs  us  to  a  much  fafer  teft  of  our  con- 
dtuft  5  a  teft  which  leaves  us  no  room  for  miftake.  The  quef- 
tion  is  not,  What  vices  have  you  forborne  ?  bu%  What  virtues 
have  you  pradtifed  ?  You  fay  that  you  are  not  idolaters.-  -fWeilj 
. — but  do  you  reverence  and  love  the  true  God  ?  \  ou  are  not 
adulterers  ,  but  do  you  ftudy  temperance  and  fobriety  in  all 
things  ?  You  are  not  flanderers  \ — but  are  you  as  tender  of 
your  neighbour’s  good  name  as  of  your  own  ?  If  ye  are  {han¬ 
gers  to  thefe  pofitive  virtues,  then  all  the  advantage  ye  can  pre¬ 
tend  to  is  this  ;  ye  are  fmners  of  a  lower  orusr,  than  ye  had 
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added  pofillve  tranfgreffions  to  your  negledf  of  doing  good  :  but 
Hill  you  are  finners  ;  for,  according  to  the  Apoftle,  not  to  do 
good  is  fin* 

This  text  evidently  contains  the  two  following  propofitions  : 

I fly  That  men  fin,  not  only  when  they  positively  tranfgrefe 
the  law  of  God;  but  alfo,  when  they  do  not  fulfil  the  duties 
which  the  law  requires  to  the  utmod  of  their  power.  And, 

2dly,  That  our  guilt  is  more  highly  aggravated,  when  we 
negledt  the  duties  which  are  known  to  us  ;  or  when  we  decline 
opportunities  of  doing  good,  though  we  know  that  it  is  our  du¬ 
ty  to  embrace  them. 

Thefe  propofitions  I  will  endeavour  to  illudrate  and  com 
firm  ;  and  will  then  conclude  with  a  practical  improvement  of 
the  fubjedh 

Fir/},  I  begin  with  fhowing  you  that  men  fin,  not  only  when 
they  pofitively  tranfgrefs  the  law  of  God,  but  alfo,  when  they 
do  not  fulfil  the  duties  which  the  law  requires,  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power. 

Were  we  to  look  upon  God  as  an  auftere  and  felfifh  Being, 
who  employed  his  laws  only  as  a  fence  about  his  own  private  in- 
terefts  ;  then  indeed,  not  to  violate  them  might  be  confidered 
as  fufficient  to  comply  with  their  defign.  The  kings  of  this 
earth  are  forced  to  enclofe  their  little  allotment  of  honour,  and' 
to  ufe  their  authority  as  a  flaming  fword,  to  ward  off  infults  from, 
their  prerogatives.  But  it  is  not  fo  with  God.  The  Creator 
of  heaven  and  of  earth  can  have  no  dependence  on  the  work- 
manfhip  of  his  own  hands.  His  prerogatives  cannot  fuffer,  nor 
can  his  glory  be  impaired  by  the  feeble  and  impotent  attempts  of 
his  creatures.  His  laws  therefore  could  never  he  intended  for 
his  own  fecurity,  but  for  our  benefit.  They  are  exprefiions  of 
his  goodnefs,  rather  than  of  his*  fovereignty  ;  and  his  great 
view  in  enadfing  them,  feems  to  have  been,  to  bind  us  by  his 
authority  to  confult  our  prefent  intered,  and  to  render  ourfelves 
capable  of  everlading  fe-licity,  Judge  then,  whether  a  law 
which  hath  in  view  this  kind  and  generous  objedl,  doth  not  chal¬ 
lenge  our  mod  cordial  acceptance  and  entire  fubjeclion  ;  and 
whether  gratitude,  as  well  as  duty,  fliould  not  prompt  us  to 
fulfil  every  part  of  it  to  the  utmod  of  our  power. 

Indeed,  if  we  con  fide r  God  as  a  fevere  tafkmader,  as  I  am 
afraid  too  many  of  us  do  ;  in  that  cafe,  whatever  he  enjoins, 
will  appear  to  be  an  hardfhip  or  a  burden.  But  if  we  view  him 
in  his  true  chara&er,  as  a  wile  and  good  parent,  who  in  every 
thing  confults  the  real  advantage  of  his  children,  then  his  yoke 
will  appear  to  be  eafy  indeed,  and  his  burden  to  be  light.  The 
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cords  of  love  will  draw  us  on  to  obedience  ;  and  gratitude, 
which  is  ever  ingenious  in  finding  out  ways  to  expreis  itfelr, 
will  conftantly  prompt  us  to  the  moil  dutiful  obfervance  of  his 
will. 

Show  me  the  man  whole  ingenuous  mind,  not  only  experts  a 
future  reward,  but  feels  a  prefent  joy  in  the  fervice  of  his  God  : 
and  to  that  man  I  will  addreis  the  words  of  unfeigned  faiuta- 
tion.  I  will  fay  to,  him,  u  Hail  thou  favoured  of  the  Lord, 
thine  js,  the  true  “  fpirit  of  adoption,”  which  devifeth  liberal 
things  y  thine  is  that  foul  which  is  born  from  on  high,  and 
which  doth  not  commit  fin  ;  thine  is  that  love  which  fulfill eth 
the  latv,  and  which  perfedteth  the  faints. 

But  fhow  me  the  man  whofe  fervile  foul  is  moved  only  by 
the  fear  of  punifhment,  to  yield  a  grudging  and  penurious  ler- 
Vice  to  his  Maker  \  and  to  that  man  I  mufl  be  fparing  of  confo- 
lation.  I  mufl  remind  him,  that  it  is  the  heart  which  God  re¬ 
quires  ;  that  God  hath  refpedt  to  the  offering  of  a  liberal  giver  ; 
but  that  he  hath  no  regard  to  the  churl,  or  to  his  ottering. 

Thus  far  I  might  argue  upon  general  principles,  that  we 
ought  not  only  to  abftain  from  what  the  law  of  God  prohibits, 
but  alfo  to  fulfil,  to  the  utmofl  of  our  power,  what  the  fpirit  or 
intention  of  the  law  requires.  But  as  I  fpeak  to  Chriftians,  i 
will  now  refort  to  an  authority  which  they  muff  acknowledge  to 
be  valid,  and  fufficient  to  decide  the  queftion. 

The  proportion  which  I  have  laid  down  then,  is  not  deduced 
by  remote  inference,  neither  does  it  depend  upon  a  fingle  teffi- 
rnony  *,  bnt  is  both  fupported  and  illuftrated  by  a  multitude  of 
clear  and  exprefs  declarations  of  Scripture. 

"We  are  commanded,  not  only  to  <c  depart  from  evil, ”  but 
to  do  good  f  not  only  “  to  cleanfe  ourfelves  from  all  filthi- 
nefs  of  the  flefli  and  fpirit,’ ’  but  alfo  a  to  perfect  holftiefs  in 
the  fear  of  God.”  Chrift  is  propofed  to  us  as  our  example  ; 
and  what  was  his  character  ?  “  He  went  about  doing  good,  and 
l£  per'fiffed,  till  he  had  finished  the  wrork  which  was  given  him 
to  do.”  Nay,  he  faith  himfelf  (John  ix.  4.),  «  I  mufl  work 
“  the  works  of  him  that  fent  me.”  And  if  he,  who  volunta¬ 
rily  came  under  the  law,  was  bound  to  this  active  and  extenfive 
fervice,  fhall  we,  who  are  its  neceffary  fubjects,  plead  an  ex¬ 
emption  from  it  ?  Paul,  in  his  epiffle  to  Titus  (chap.  iii.  11.), 
informs  us,  that  cc  the  grace  of  God,  which  hath  appeared  to 
all  men,  bringing  faivation,  teacheth  us  not  only  to  deny  un- 
u  godlinefs  and  worldly  luffs,  but  to  live  foberly,  and  riglite- 
oufly,  and  godly  in  the  world  and  that  Chrift  gave  himfelf 
fs>r  us,  for  this'end,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  irfinui- 
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cc  tys  and  purify  to  himfelf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good 
**  works.” 

Thefe  paffages  of  Scripture  need  no  commentary,  all  of 
them  point  out  the  ncceffity  of  a  pofitive  and  an  adive  obe¬ 
dience. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Our  bhffed  Lord,  who  well  knew  what 
was  in  man,  feems  to  have  direclly  calculated  fome  of  his  did 
courfes,  to  prevent  the  poflibility  of  a  miftake  on  this  fubjedt* 
The  parables  of  the  rich  man  and  Lazarus,  of  the  talents,  and 
of  the  barren  fig-tree,  plainly  appear  to  have  been  delivered 


with  this  view.  #  .  . 

We  are  not  told  that  the  rich  man  was  in  any  refpedt  injuri¬ 
ous  or  opprefhve  to  Lazarus  i  his  guilt  lay  in  his  not  extending 
his  kindnefs  to  fupply  his  wants.  The  unprofitable  fervant  was 
caft  into  outer  darknefs,  not  for  lofing  or  fquandering  away  his 
talent,  but  for  hiding  it  in  a  napkin,  and  neglecting  to  im¬ 
prove  it.  And  the  fig-tree  was  cut  down,  and  call;  into  the  fire, 
not  for  producing  bad  fruit,  but  becaufe  it  produced  no  fruit 
at  all.  But  left  the  allegorical  drefs  of  thefe  inftru&ions  ihould 
leave  men  at  too  great  liberty  to  eipiain  away  the  force  of  them, 
this  wife  and  provident  Teacher,  in  a  ferious  and  awful  difn 
courfe  on  the  procefs  of  the  lad  judgment,  refumes  the  fame 
argument,  (Matth.  xxv.  31.-).  There  he  tells  us  exprefsly, 
that  men  fhall  not  only  be  puriifhed  for  doing  evil,  but  alfo  for 
neglecting  to  perform  afitive  fervice  ,  and  in  particular,  for 
neglecting  to  perform  the  offices  of  humanity  to  their  brethren. 
For  the  charge  runs  in  thefe  words  :  “  I  was  an  hungered,  and 
ee  ye  gave  me  no  meat  j  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye  gave  me  no 
«  drink  ;  I  was  a  ftranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in  ;  naked,  ana 
««  Ye  clothed  me  not  j  fick,  and  in  prifon,  and  ye  vifited  me 
it  For  in  as  much  as  ye  did  it  not  to  the  lead  of  thefe, 

«  my"  brethren,  ye  did  it  not  to  me.”  And  then  follows  the 
doom  to  be  pronounced  on  thofe  againft  whom  this  charge 
is  brought  :  “  Thefe  {hall  go  away  into  everlafting  punifh- 

<£  ment.”  .  ,  ~ 

From  thefe  paffitges  of  Scripture,  we  learn  with  afiurance, 

that  unlefs  life  is  filled  up  with  good  works,  death,  which  in¬ 
troduced!  us  to  judgment,  niuft  approach  to  us  with  a  dark 
and  doomv  afpeft.  When  confcience,  awakened  with  the. 
dawning  of  an  everlafting  day,  (hall  prompt  us  to  inquire. 
What  we  have  done  ?  How  we  have  improved  our  time,  our 
talents,  and  the  means  of  grace  with  which  we  have  been  fa¬ 
voured  ?  If  in  this  review  of  ourfelves,  we  {hall  be  ab.e  to  dd- 
ccvet  nothing  but  the  traces  of  vanity  and  impertinence,  now 
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rnuft  wc  {brink  back,  and  tremble  to  venture  orx  the  awful  (late 
before  us  ?  If  God  will  judge  every  man  according  to  hi* 
works,  alas!  what  mud  become  of  the  unhappy  fluggard,  who 
hath  no  works  to  fhow  :  who  hath  llepti  and  tnilea,  and  fquan- 
dered  away  all  his  time  ?  (i  O  that  men  were  wife,  Ui^  they 
«  underftood  this,  that  they  would  conhder  their  latter  end  I  ^ 
— — - “How  long,  O  ye  Ample  ones,  will  ye  love  {Implicit)*  !’ 
How  long,  O  (inner,  ihall  that  precious  time  on  which  eternity 
depends, °be  wafted  in  the  purfuit  of  lying  vanities  ?  O  think* 
how  fwiftly  it  pafteth  away,  and  how  paftionately  thou  ^wilt  one 
day  wifh  to  recal  it.  "Who  can  alTiire  thee  that  the  OeCxCv-.  is 
not  already  gone  forth  againft  thee,  “  CuthimofF,  wliy  cum- 
S€  bereth  he  the  ground.” — arlhou  fool,  tnis  night  thy  foul 
S6  (hall  be  required  of  thee.” 

Pardon  me,  then,  if  I  fpeak  to  you  as  fhort  lived,  or  as 
dying  creatures  ;  fome  of  whom  I  may  never  lee  again,  tin 
we  meet  before  the  judgment  feat  of  God.  "Under  this  im- 
predion,  let  me  deal  freely  with  you,  and  call  on  you  to  re¬ 
view  your  pad  conduft,  as  if  the  Lord  himfelf  were  demanding 
an  account  of  it. 

Say,  then,  hath  it  been  fuitable  to  the  rank  you  hold  in  life  ? 
Hath  it  even  been  rational  ?  fuch  as  became  thofe  high  intel¬ 
lectual  powers  by  which  you  are  railed  above  the  beads  that  pe- 
rifh  ?  Would  you  content  to  have  it  publifhed  before  this  con¬ 
gregation  ?  Or  rather,  are  there  not  fome  parts  of  it  which  you 
*would  with  to  hide  from  your  molt  intimate  friends  \  left,  par¬ 
tial  as  they  are  to  you,  the  knowledge  of  them  fhould  quench 
their  affePcion,  and  render  you  contemptible  in  their  eyes  ?  Are* 
you  then  ready  to  appear  in  judgment,  and  to  have  all  your 
thoughts  and  words  and  actions  laid  open  and  cancelled  before 
an  aflembled  world  ?  * 

I  (hall  not  fuppofe  you  guilty  of  grofs  a  cl  3  of  wickednefs. 
Perhaps  the  influence  of  education,  the  power  of  natural  con- 
fcience,  and  the  reftraints  of  Providence,  have  hitherto  kept 
you  back  from  thefe.  I  at  prefent  charge  you  with  nothing  worfe 
than  the  omiflion  of  duty,  and  the  neglebl  of  opportunities  for 
cultivating  and  improving  the  talents  which  God  hath  given 
you.  You  have  been  thoughtlefs  and  inconfiderate,  unmindful 
of  the  God  who  made  you,  and  of  the  Redeemer  who  bought 
you  with  his  blood.  You  have  forgotten  the  end  for  which  you 
was  fent  into  the  world.  You  have  fullered  the  cares  and 
pleafures  of  the  prefent  life,  the  bufinefsdr  amufements  of  this 
fleeting  feene  of  vanity,  to  divide  your  hearts,  and  engrofs  your 
time,  as  if  the  foul  had  been  deitined  to  ferve  the  body  ,  or  a.* 
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if  this  earth  had  been  defigned  for  your  only  refidence  and 
portion. 

Can  you  then  review  fuch  a  life  as  yours  without  blufhing 
and  fhame  ?  when  you  think  of  it,  doth  it  not  appear  mean, 
and  defpicable  even  in  your  own  eyes  ?  And  can  it  then  he 
■pleafing  ;  or  rather,  muft  it  not  be  highly  offenfiv'e  to  that 
almighty  being,  who  gave  you  a  nature  fitted  for  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  nobler  iervices  and  for  the  reliih  of  higher  enjoyments, 
than  any  with  which  you  have  been  hitherto  acquainted  ? 

For  the  Lord's  fake  open  your  eyes,  and  take  a  ieribus  and 
impartial  view  of  your  condition.  BlefTed  be  God  it  is  not  yet 
too  late.  The  door  of  mercy  is  ft  ill  open  ;  and  though,  like 
the  prodigal  fon,  you  have  hitherto  been  feeding  upon  bulks  ; 
yet  when  like  him,  ye  (hall  return  to  your  father’s  houfe,  and 
to  the  faithful  and  affectionate  duty  of  children,  your  pail 
wandering  and  unprofitable  life  (hall  be  forgiven,  and  ye  may 
yet  enjoy  the  honors  and  privileges  of  your  Father’s  foils. 

Having  thus  confirmed  and  illuftrated  the  firft  proportion 
contained  in  the  text,  namely,  that  men  fin  not  only  when  they 
pofitively  tranfgrefs  the  law  of  God  *,  but  alio,  when  they  do 
not  fulfil  the  duties  which  the  law  requires  to  the  utmoft  of 
their  power  j — I  proceed  now  to  fhow  you  as  was  prepofed, 

Secondly,  That  our  guilt  is  more  highly  aggravated,  when  we 
negleCl  the  duties  which  are  known  to  us,  or  when  we  decline 
opportunities  of  doing  good,  though  we  are  convinced  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  embrace  them. 

He  who  doth  not  feek  for  opportunities  of  doing  good,  is  a 
{inner  j  that  is,  he  .counteracts  the  obvious  intention  cu  ins  Ma¬ 
ker  in  lending  him  into  the  world  :  and  therefore  fhallbe  dealt 
with  as  an  unfaithful  fervani,  who  hath  not  applied  his  talents  to 
the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  given  him.  And,  if  this  is 
the  cafe,  then  furely  the  peifpn  who  hath  a  known  opportunity 
of  doing  good,  and  yet  wilfully  negleCts  it,  mu  ft  contract 
greater  guilt,  and  be  liable  to  a  lever cr  punifhment.  If  that 
man  be  culpable,  who  is  carelefs  of  doing  all  the  good  which  by 
an  exertion  of  his  talents  he  is  able  to  do  j  is  not  that  man 
much  more  culpable,  who  prefumptuoufly  omits^  to  do  the 
good  to  which  he  has  opportunities  to  lolicit  him  ?  why 

fhould.  I  fpend  time  in  eflablilhing  io  plain  a  truth,  efpecially 
when  it  is  already  confirmed  by  the  higheft  authority  ?  Our 
bleffed  Lord  himfelf  exprefsly  tells  us  jfLuke  xii.  47),  that  “the 

fervant  who  knew  his  Lord’s  will,  and  prepared  not  him  e  , 

neither  did  according  to  his  will,  iLall  be  beaten  v.  ith  many 

ri  ■  x  he 
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The  only  queflion  that  remains  then  is,  Whether  this  be  a 
fuppofition  that  can  be  made  ?  Is  it  to  be  thought,  that  any 
tnan  is  capable  of  deliberately  refilling  his  ewn  conviaion,  and 
of  declining  obedience  to  a  law  which  he  both  knows  and  be¬ 
lieves  to  be  binding  on  him  ? 

I  confefs,  indeed,  that  a  fuperior  Being,,  if  we  could  ima¬ 
gine  him  to  be  altogether  unacquainteil  with  human  affairs, 
might  rejedl  this  fuppofition  as  improbable.  But  furely  we 
have  no  caufe  to  obje£l  againft  the  reprefentation  as  forced,  or 
Beyond  the  life.  Our  own  obfervation,  unlefs  we  have  been  ex- 
tremely  inattentive,  cannot  fail  to  furnifh  Us  with  numberlefs 
proofs  of  this  determined  negledl  of  duty.  We  need  not  go 
from  home,  to  bring  our  examples  from  perfons  in  high  and 
public  trufl,  who  hive  been  known  to  facnfice  the  acknowledge 
ed  mterefl  and  honour  of  a  whole  nation  to  their  own  private 
refentment  or  perfonal  advantage.  They  are  farther  feen,  for 
no  other  reafbn  butbecaufe  they  are  placed  higher.  The  impor¬ 
tance  of  their  Ration  renders  their  faults  the  more  confpicuous 
while  a  groaning  community  points  out,  as  with  the  finger,  the 
authors  of  its  diftrefs,  But  let  each  of  us  look  into  his  own 
bread  ;  and  if  confcience  is  not  afleep,  it  will  fay  to  us  as  Na¬ 
than  faid  to  David,  “  Thou  art  the  man,’5  Thou  thyfelf  hath 
negledled  the  faired  opportunities  of  doing  good,  when  thou 
hadd  the  dronged  convi£lion  that  it  wras  thy  reafonable  duty, 

I  mean  not  to  pry  into  thefecrets  of  your  hearts, any  more  than 
to  divulge  the  fecrets  of  my  own.  But  I  fpeak  from  a  thorough 
convidlion,  that  all  of  us  pafs  too  flightly  over  our  omiflions, 
even  in  the  mod  ferious  review  which  we  take  of  our  condudl. 
We  are,  alas  !  too  fruitful  in  excufes,  and  too  ready  to  glofs 
over  our  mod  culpable  negledls,  with  the  fpecious  colour  of  ig¬ 
norance  por  incapacity*.  But  God,  to  whom  the  night  fhineth 
as  the  day,  knows  the  convidlion  of  mind  againd  which  we  fin  5 
and  our  mod  dexterous  arts  of  concealment  cannot  fcrcen  us 
from  his  penetrating  eye.  A  juft  impreffion  of  this  would  pre¬ 
vent  many  fatal  midakes  in  our  conduct 

I  have  now,  for  example,  an  opportunity  of  doing  good  :  andi 
my  confcience  tells  me,  that  I  ought  to  improve  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  have  many  drong  temptations  to  negledl  it.  It 
would  put  me  to  too  much  cod  or  trouble  •,  it  would  involve  me 
in  a  trainof  action  againdwhich  my  indolence  revolts  \  oritwould 
divert  me  from  other  employments  more  agreeable  to  my  incli¬ 
nation.  On  which  fide  fh all  I  refolve  ?  May  I  not  io  manage 
it,  that  the  negledl  fhall  efcape  the  obfervation  of  my  neighbour  ? 
Or  if  he  fhould  perceive  it,  may  I  not  put  a  good  face  upon  it, 

Yet,  IL  '  U  9  an d 
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and  find  out  fome  excufe  to  fave  me  from  his  cenfure  ? — Ah  \ 
but  here  is  the  check.  The  Searcher  of  hearts  knows  my  pre¬ 
lent  convi£hon.  In  vain  ihall  I  attempt  to  prevaricate  with 
him.  I  may  elude  the  cenfure  of  man  5  but  I  never  can  efcape 
the  juft  judgment  of  that  God  who  is  greater  than  my  heart, 
and  knoweth  all  things.  Such  reafoning  as  this,  if  it  were 
once  become  habitual  to  us,  would  be  a  conftant  and  powerful 
incitement  to  all  holy  obedience  5  and  would  prevent  the  deep 
guilt  of  neglecting  to  do  good,  even  when  we  know  the  extent 
and  obligation  of  the  law  of  God,  and  are  convinced  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  comply  with  it. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  illuftrate  and  confirm  the  two 
propofitions  contained  in  my  text,  I  proceed  now  to  the  praCti- 
,  cal  improvement  of  the  fubjeCt.— And, 

This  fubjeCt  adminiftersa  fharp  reproof  to  thofe  who,  id 
any  cafe,  attempt  to  evade  their  conviCfions  of  duty.  u  To 
ii  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,”  faith  the  Apoftle,  “  and 

doth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  fin.’'  For,  confider  what  kind  of 
difpofitionthis  conduct  betrays.  Is  it  not  evidently  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  a  flavifh  and  mercenary  mind  ?  You  do  no  more  in  the 
fervice  of  God  than  you  fuppofe  to  be  neceffary,  in  order  to  ef¬ 
cape  eternal  mifery  ;  and  this  is  the  only  oonfidefation  which 
deters  youfrom  open  tranigrelfions  of  his  law.  You  have  there¬ 
fore  no  regard  for  him,  but  only  a  concern  for  your  own  fafety0 
Your  plan  of  conduCt  is  to  offend  God  as  far  as  you  can,  without 
incurring  his  vengeance.  So  that  any  appearance  of  goodnefs 
about  you  is  nothing  more  than  the  effect  of  a  natural  timidity. 
Do  ye  thus  requite  thp  Lord,  O  foolifh  people  and  unwife  ? — 
Doth  this  goodnefs  challenge  no  better  return  from  you,  than 
merely  to  refrain  from  aCls  of  open  rebellion  againft  him  ? — 
Confider,  I  befeech  you,  the  bafenefs  and  ingratitude  of  this 
conduct  ;  and  if  your  hearts  retain  any  fpark  of  ingenuity,  you 
will  furely  be  perfuaded  to  yield  him  a  more  faithful  and  gen¬ 
erous  fervice  in  time  to  come.  But, 

2 dlyy  This  fubjedt  adminifters  reproof  alfo  to  the  flothful  and 
ina£tive  fervant,  who  refts  contented  with  low  attainments  in 
religion.  You  perhaps  flatter  yourfelf,  that  although  you  are 
remifs  in  feeking  out  opportunities  of  doing  good,  yet  you  are 
hot  unfaithful  to  any  kqown  obligation.  But  in  this  cafe  you 
greatly  deceive  yourfelf.  For,  is  it  not  a  known  obligation, 
that  v/e  fhould  aim  at  as  much  perfeftion  as  we  are  capable  of 
attaining  ?  But  you  have  renounced  this  defire  altogether.  In 
$ther  words,  you  have  deliberately  left  off  that  work  to  which 

our 
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our  Saviour  hath  exprefsly  commanded  us  to  devote  ourfelves» 
'For,  are  not  thefe  his  words  ?  “  Be  ye  perfedl,  even  as  you: 
Father  who  is  in  heaven  is  perfedl/' — Once  more. 

What  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjedt  ought  to  quicken  the 
zeal  and  adrivity  even  of  thofe  who  have  made  the  greateft  pro- 
grefs  in  the  good  ways  of  God, 

The  declining  (late  of  religion  calls  loudly  on  all  who  are  its 
real  friends,  to  exert  themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  in  order  to  re¬ 
vive  its  influence  in  the  world.  Nothing,  be  allured,  will  be  fo 
efFedlual  for  accomplifhing  this  defireable  objedl,  as  the  bright 
and  exemplary  lives  of  profefling  Chriftians.  Are  you  then  zeal¬ 
ous  for  the  glory  of  God  ?  “be  zealous  of  good  works.  Let  it 
appear  that  your  religion  gives  authority  to  your  con- 
fcience  by  your  being  more  juft  and  humane  and  generous  than 
other  men.  «  Ye  are  the  fait  of  the  earth,  ye  are  the  light 
of  the  world.”  Your  divine  Mafter  hath  intruded*  you  with  the 
honour  of  that  religion  which  he  taught  on  earth,  and  expedls 
that  you  fhould  difplay  it  in  an  amiable  light.  But,  fureiy 
a  mere  negative  degree  oi  virtue  will  never  convince  men 
that  your  principles  havb  any  excellence  fuperior  to  their  own  : 
and  that  profiling  Chriftians  fatisfy  themfelves  with  a  virtue 
of  this  fort,  is,  I  am  afraid,  in  no  fm all  degree  the  caufeto  which 
the  rapid  growth  of  infidelity  in  thefe  times  muft  be  aferibed. 

If  this  is  at  all  the  fadt,  doth  it  not  afford  us  a  fubjedt  of  the 
moft  ferious  lamentation  ?  u  It  is  impoftible  but  that  offences 
* s  will  come,  but  wo  unto  him  thro’  whom  they  come.  It  were 
“  better  for  him  that  a  milftone  were  hanged  about  his  neck, 
“  and  he  call  into  the  fea.”  O  then  ftudy  to  adorn  the  dodtrine 
of  God  your  Saviour  in  all  things.  <c  Letyour  light  fo  fliine  bc- 
u  fore  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify 

your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. ” - <c  Whatfoeyer  things 

(c  are  true,  whatfoever  things  are  honeft,  whatfoever  things  are 
juft,  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever  things  are  lovely, 
“  whatfoever  things  are  of  good  report,  and  if  there  be  any  vir- 
“  tue,  if  there  be  any  praife,  think  on  thefe  things,”  and  do 
them.  This  will  adminifter  to  you  true  pleafure  in  life,  and 
folid  hope  in  death  ;  and  hereafter  the  found  of  the  laft  trumpet, 
the  terror  of  the  negligent  and  unfaithful  fervant,  will  be  the 
triumphant  fignal  of  your  releafe  from  the  grave,  and  the  firm- 
mons  of  your  Lord  to  enter  into  his  joy.  Am?n* 

•  S  E  R-. 
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»  *  ’  :  '  *  y  *  '  *  * 

Go  to  the  ant,  thou  fuggard  ;  cotiftder  her  ways,  and  be  wife  s 
which  having  no  guide ,  overfeer,  or  ruler ,  provideth  her  meat 
in  thefummer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the  harvejl . 


Man  was  created  with  more  underftanding  than  the 
beads  of  the  earth  :  But  our  minds  are  fo  debafed  by  our 
apodacy  from  God,  that  the  meaneft  creatures  may  become 
our  teachers.  And  accordingly,  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  the 
Scriptures,  doth  frequently  fend  us  to  learn  our  duty  from  the 
example  of  the  beads  of  the  field,  and  of  the  fowls  ot  heaven.  - 
Thus,  ingratitude  is  reproved  by  the  example  of  thole  animals 
which  are  accounted  the  mod  dupid  and  untra£fable,  (Iiaiah 
i.  3.) “  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  matter's 
«  crib  ;  but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  confi- 
««  der.”  An  inattention  to  the  conduct  of  divine  Providence 
and  a  negleft  of  the  proper  feafons  of  activity,  are  in  lixe  man¬ 
ner  condemned  by  the  example  of  the  fowls  of  heaven.  u  Thw 
“  dork  knoweth  her  appointed  times,  and  the  turtle,  and  the 
«  crane,  and  the  fwallow,  obferve  the  times  of  their  coming ; 
((  but  my  people  (faith  God)  know  not  the  judgment  or  the 
Lord,"  (Jerem.  viii.  7.)  To  cure  us  of  excedi ve  carefulnefs 
and  anxiety,  our  Saviour  fends  us  to  4<  confider  the  ravens  : 
«  they  neither  fow  nor  reap  ,  they  have  neither  dore-houfe 
u  nor'barn,  yet  God  feedeth  them  :  How  much  more/’ fami 

he  a  are  ye  better  than  the  fowls  ?”  (Luke  xii  24).  And  in 
my  text,  to  cure  us  of  negligence  and  doth,  Solomon  fends  us 
to  a  creature  of  the  (mailed  fize,  but  of  mod  wonderful  aft-ivity. 
«  Go  to  the  ant,  thou  duggard  ;  confider  her  ways,  and  be  wile 
«  which  having  no  guide,  overfeer,  or  ruler,  provideth  her 
“  meat  in  the  dimmer,  and  gathereth  her  food  in  the  bar-. 

ved  ” 

Jn  difeourfing  on  thefe  words,  I  will, 

ijy  Confider  the  chara&er  of  the  perfon  whom  the  wife 
man  here  addredes. - And, 
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2d!y,  The  counfel  or  advice  which  he  gives  him  ;  and;  will 
then  conclude  with  a  practical  improvement  of  the  fubjecL 

I  begin  with  the  character  of  the  perfon  to  v/nom  this  ad.-, 
vice  is  addrefled,  '<  Go  to  the  ant,”  faith  Solomon,  “  thou 
<«  fluggard  and  the  character  of  the  fluggard  is  fo  minutely 
defcribed  in  this  book  and  in  the  book  of  Ecclefiaftes,  that  any 
of  us  may  foon  be  acquainted  with  it. 

Solomon  obferves  in  general ,  that  doth  cafteth  into  a  deep 
fleep  ;  and  he  reprefents  the  fluggard  in  this  ftate,  in  the  verfes 
immediately  following  my  text.  When  it  is  laid  to  him, 
“  How  long  wilt  thou  fleep,  O  fluggard  ?  when  wilt  thou  arife 
iC  out  of  thy  fleep  ?  ”  inftead  of  being  afiedled  with  the  juft  re* 
proach,  he  begs  earneftly  for  farther  indulgence,  “  Yet  a  little 
fleep,  a  little  dumber,  a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  deep.’5 
u  the  door  turneth  upon  its  hinges,  fo  doth  the  flothful  man 
upon  his  bed.”  At  length,  when  fleep.  itfelf  hath  become 
wearifome,  and  he  hath  rifen  from  his  bed,  he  hath  changed  his 
fituation  only  to  give  a  new  indulgence  to  his  doth.  Ci  He  hi- 
“  deth  his  hand  in  his  bofom,  and  will  not  fo  much  as  bring  it  to 
“  his  mouth  again.”  He  fpends  his  time  in  fnjitlefs  wifhes. 
<«  The  foul  of  the  fluggard  dedreth  and  hath  not”  To-mor¬ 
row  is  always  a  day  of  labour,  to-day  is  always  fpent  in  idienefs  < 
And  thus  “  the  defire  of  the  dothful  killeth  him,  becaufe  his 
«  hands  refufe  to  labour.”  He  is  difeouraged  by  the  leafl  op- 
pofition  :  “The  way  of  the  dothful  man  is  as  a  hedge  of  thorns” 
«  Every  difficulty  furniffieth  him  with  an  excufe  for  his  idle.* 
“  nefs  :  “  The  fluggard  will  not  plow  by  reafon  of  the  cold.” 
Nay,  rather  than  want  an  excufe,  he  creates  imaginary  dan¬ 
gers  to  himfclf :  He  faith,  u  There  is  a  lion  without,  I  dial!  be 
“  flain  in  the  ftreets.”  At  length,  “  By  much  flothfulnefs  the 
<c  building  decays,  and  through  the  idienefs  of  the  hands  the 
“  houfe  droppeth  through.” — u  His  field  and  his  vineyard  are 
grown  over  with  thorns':  nettles  cover  the  face  thereof  :  and 
“  the  flone-wall  is  broken  down.”  Thus,  “  Poverty  cometh, 
<c  upon  him  like  one  that  travaileth,  and  his  want  as  an  armed 
“  man,  till  drowfinefs  at  lafl  clothes  him  with  rags.” 

Such  is  the  picture  which  Solomon  draws  of  the  duggard  * 
and  the  features  are  fo  ftrongly  marked,  that'  there  is  no  room, 
to  doubt  that  it  was  drawn  from,  the  life. 

Whether  there  are  perfons  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety  to 
whom  all  the  parts  of  this  charadler  agree,  is  a  queftion  which 
every  man  will  anfwer  to  himfclf,  either  from  his  knowledge  or 
experience.  The  charge  is  indeed  fo  complex,  that  it  might  be 

difficult 
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difficult  perhaps  to  prove  it  in  its  full  extent  againft  any  one  In¬ 
dividual. 

We  know  well  who  they  are  whofe  hands  refufe  to  labour, 
who  are  clothed  with  rags,  and  make  poverty  not  only  their 
complaint,  but  their  argument.  But  though  the  idle  vagrant  is 
plainly  described  and  condemned  by  thefe  articles,  there  are 
Other  parts  of  the  charge  againft  which  he  might  offer  a  plaufi- 
ble  defence. 

He  might  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  exceflive  fleep,  that  he  rif** 
cth  as  early,  or  at  leaft  is  as  foon  abroad,  as  any  from  whom  he. 
can  expert  an  alms  :  and  that  he  is  fo  far  from  hiding  his 
hand  in  hi.sbofom,  that  he  ftretcheth  it  forth  from  morning  to 
night,  to.  levy  contributions  from  every  paffenger  he  fees.  Nay, 
to  ftrengthen  his  defence,  might  he  not  argue,  that  as  the 
Preacher  was  a  king,  perfons  of  a  higher  rank  were  far  more 
likely  to  he  the  objects  of  his  attention,  many  of  whom  eat  the 
bread  of  idienefs,  and  labour  as  little  as  the  beggar  ?  And  as 
he  fpeaks  of  fields  and  vineyards,  that  this  (hows  him  to  have 
had  fluggards,  of  a  fuperior  order  in  his  eye,  who  originally  pof- 
fefTed  fome  property,  and  held  a  ftation  above  the  lower  tribes 
of  the  people.  By  this  defence,  he  will  certainly  elude  iome 
articles  of  the  charge.  Enough,  hpwever,  will  ftill  remain  to 
eVince  his  right  to  the  charadfer  in  the  text.  And  what  he 
throws  off  from  himfelf  doth  not  fall  to  the  ground,  but  will 
bear  hard  on  the  idle  and  voluptuous  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life. 
At  the  fame  time,  there  are  fome  articles  in  the  charge,  to  which 
thofe  of  a  better  ftation  would  no  doubt  object  in  their  turn. 
They  might  attempt  to  evade  the  charge  of  Huggifhnefs,  by 
alledging,  that  though  indeed  they  apply  themfelves  to  no  adlive 
bufmefs  or  employment,  yet  the  fatigues  of  drefs,  of  ceremony,  & 
and  of  equipage  j  the  anxieties  of  gaming,  and  the  attendance 
on  fafhionable  amufements,  render  the  purfuit  of  pleafure  in  the 
prefent  age,  as  toilfome  and  laborious  as  any  mechanical  employ¬ 
ment  whatsoever.  And  that  fo  far  from  being  clothed  in  rags, 
which  Solomon  makes  the  badge  of  a  fluggard,  the  fadt  is,  that 
Solomon  himfelf,  in  all  his  glory,  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of 
them. 

Were  thi-s  a  controverfy  of  any  importance,  it  would  be  an 
eafy  matter  to  dctedl  the  fallacy  of  thefe  reafonings,  and  to 
£how,  that  the  defences  on  both  Tides  are  weak  and  frivolous. 
But  this  would  be  an  an  idle  walle  of  time \  for  as  neither  of 
the  parties' can  deny  that  fome  parts  of  the  defeription  apply  to 
them,  it  is  of  little  ceafequence  to  which  of  them  the  larger 
ihare  of  it  belongs. 

But 
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But  floth  is  not  confined  to  the  common  affairs  of  life.,  nor  th^ 
tiharadlerof  a  fluggard  to  men  in  any  particular  flation.  There 
is  floth  in  religion,  as  well  as  in  common  life  ;  and  the  defcrip- 
lion  in  my  text  applies  to  all,  without  exception,  who,  however 
adtive  and  indudrious  in  their  fecular  employments,  negledl  the 
one  thing  needful,  the  care  of  their  precious  and  immortal  fouls. 

The  labprious  mechanic,  the  bufy  merchant,  the  painful  flu- 
dent,  and  the  buflling  flatefman,  are  all  fluggardsin  a  fpiritual 
fenfe,  unleft  they  are  adlive  in  the  love  and  fervice  of  the  God 
that  made  them  \  and  unleft  the  advancement  of  his  glory,  and 
the  final  enjoyment  ofhis  favour,  are  the  ends  to  which  all  their 
purfuits  are  diredled. 

Here  we  are  only  to  fojourn  for  a  fhort  time.  (Our  great 
Creator  hath  made  us  for  higher  occupations,  and  better  joys, 
than  the  prefent  world  affords  us.  He  hath  formed  us  for  the 
knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  himfelf  in  an  eternal  and  un¬ 
changeable  flate,  and  hath  indrudled  us  how  we  may  attain 
this  glorious  objedl  of  our  being.  And  therefore,  however  bu¬ 
fy  a  man  may  be  for  himfelf,  however  induflrious  for  his  family* 
however  adlive  for  the  public  :  yet  if  all  his  views  terminate  in 
this  prefent  life,  he  is  ft  ill  a  fluggard  in  the  eye  of  God.  For 
he  who  labours  only  for  the  meat  that  periflieth,  doth  as  fatal¬ 
ly  counteract  the  end  of  his  creation,  as  he  that  fleeps  on  the 
bed  of  floth,  or  as  he  that  fatigues  himfelf  in  purfuing  the  vain 
and  fugitive  pleafures  of  this  world. — I  will  add,  that  even 
thofe  who  have  chofen  the  better  pan,  and  who  feek  the  king- 
.  ^om  rigkteoufnefs  in  the  fir  ft  place,  do  often 

incur  the  imputation  of  fluggifhnefs,  by  the  omifhon  or  carelefs 
performance  of  what  God  hath  required  of  them.  For,  alas; 
where  is  the  man  who  doth  <(  whatfoever  his  hand  findeth  to  do1* 
in  the  bufinefs  of  religion,  “  with  all  his  might  !  Where  is  the 
y  man  who  drives, y)  as  in  an  agony  (for  fo  the  original  word 
imports)  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate  ?5*  or  who  i€  gives  all 
u  diligence  to  make  his  calling  and  election  fure.’’  We  fee 
much  adlivity  in  the  purfuits.  of  the  world;  but  a  very  fmall 

portion  of  it,  indeed,  in  that  purfuit  which  mod  requires  and  de- 
ferves  it. 

I  may  therefore  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  is  not  one  in 
this  affembly  to  whom  my  text  is  not  addreffed  in  one  view  or 
another.  —And  therefore,  without  quedioning  the  propriety 
of  the  description,  let  us  go  on,  as  was  propofed, 

Secondly,  To  confider  the  counfel  or  advice  which  the  wife 
man  hath  given  us  ;  (<  Qo  to  the  ant,  thou  fluggard  ;  confider 

*’  c<  her 


«i  her  ways,  and  be  wife  :  which  having  no  guide,  01  erfcef,  of 
«  ruler,  provideth  her  meat  in  the  fummer,  and  gathereth  her 

'<  food  in  the  harveft.”  .  . 

He  directs  Us  to  a  creature,  indeed,  of  the  mod  diminutive 

iize  and  appearance,  but  whofe  fagacity  and  unremitting  aftivi- 
tv  ftrike  the  eye  of  every  beholder.  The  ant  inftrudeth  us,  not 
by  fneech,  but  by  adions  :  and  therefore  we  are  called  upon 
«  to  conlider  her  ways  how  (he  is  employed,  and  for  what 
ends  (he  is  adive  :  not  merely  that  we  may  gratify  our  curioli- 
tv,  or  even  extend  ourknowiedge  of  the  natural  world  ;  but  that 
wemav  become  wifer  and  better.  The  wifdom  we  learn  from 
the  ant  is  the  wifdom  of  living  well :  the  wifdom  of  ading 
fuitably  to  our  fuperior  nature,  and  our  glorious  hopes. 

There  ate  three  very  important  leftbns  which  we  learn  from 

the  condud  of  the  ant.  The  ■  .  . 

i  ft  is,  a  forefight  and  fagacity  in  making  provmon  for  the 
time  to  come.  The  ant  gathereth  more  than  Ihe  hath  prelent 
occafion  for  ; '  and  in  the  fummer  and  hawed  lays  up  a  (tore  lor  , 
the  approaching  winter.  Thus  Ihe  arms  hetfelf  agamd  the  ri¬ 
gours  of  the  inclement  feafon  ;  and  whilft  the  grafs-hoppers* 
that  fung  and  fported  in  the  fummer  and  harveft  •,  nay  win  lit 
many  creatures  of  larger  fize  and  greater  ftrength,,  perilh  for 
want  of  food;  {he  lives  on  the  fruits  of  her  induftry,  and  reaps 
the  reward  of  her  care  and  providence.  O  that  this  wifdom 
were  more  common  among  men  !  and  that  we  couid  be  perfuad- 
ed  while  the  feafon  of  adion  lads,  to  “  layup  in  ftore  for 
“  ourfelves  a  good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come,  while 
«  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh,  when  we 
«  {hall  fay  we  have  no  pleafure  in  them.”  How  dreary  mud 
the  winter  of  life  be,  when  the  previous  feafons  have  been  pafled 
in  floth,  in  idlencfs  or  in  folly  ;  when  the  body  langu.lhes  un¬ 
der  poverty  and  wretchednefs  ;  or  when  the  mind,  unfurmfhed 
with  knowledge,  and  virtue,  and  faith,  and  devotion,  fojourns 
in  a  crazy  tabernacle,  tottering  to  the  dult  i  A  _  . 

2d  lclfon  to  be  learned  from  the  condud  of  the  ant  is  adivity 
and  diligence.  The  ant  never  intermits  her  labours  as  long  as 
the  feafon  lafts.  In  fummer,  when  the  weather  is  hot.eft,  - 
bin  v  noon,  as  well  as  in  the  cool  of  the  morning  and  or  the 
evening  this  bufy  creature  is  continually  in  motion,  e.thc. 
feeking  her  food  abroad,  or  difpofmg  it  in  her  cells  at  ome. 
Nav  her  labours  end  not  with  the  day,  but,  as  naturalifts  have 
obferved,  flic  often  takes  the  benefit  of  the  moon,  and  plies  her 
tS  Sh  a  furprifmg  alacrity.  Happy  were  it  for  man,  that 
he  as  faithfully  employed  that  precious  time  which  is  glveujT> 
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either  to  render  himfelf  ufeful  In  this  world,  or  to  prepare  for 
eternity.  Then  would  he  not  be  fcen  encroaching  on  the  day 
by  floth3  nor  turning  it  into  night,  by  intemperance  and  riot. 
—The 

3 d  JefTon  which  we  learn  from  the  conduct  of  the  ant,  i* 
fagacity  in  making  ufe  of  the  proper  feafon  for  a&ivity,  Op* 
portunity  is  the  flower  of  time  ;  or  it  is  the  mod  precious  part 
of  it,  which  if  oncelofc  may  never  return.  This  the  ant  know- 
eth  how  to  feize  with  admirable  flcill.  She  goeth  forth  in  quefl 
of  food  when  it  cannot  be  had  with  eafe  and  certainty  .•  (he  em¬ 
ploys  her  labour  at  the  time  when  (he  knows  that  it  will  be  ef¬ 
fectual.  Unlike  to  man,  whofe  folly  prompts  him  to  negleCt 
the  feafon  in  which  his  talents  might  be  ufefully  employed,  till 
he  hath  loft  it  for  ever  ;  and  who  fpends  on  trifles  the  day  of 
his  merciful  vifitations  till  the  things  which  belong  to  his  peace 
are  for  ever  hid  from  his  eyes. 

All  this  foreflght,  diligence,  and  fagacity,  the  ant  employs  by 
nn  inftinct  of  nature,  untutored,  and  unawed.  She  hath  nei¬ 
ther  guide,  overfeer,  nor  judge  ,  there  is  none  to  go  before  and 
mark  out  her  tafe  |  none  to  fuperintend  and  prompt  her  to  her 
labour  ;  none  to  require  an  account  of  her  induftry,  or  to  punifh  > 
her  either  for  her  neglect  or  mifcarriages.  This  circumftance 
the  wife  man  mentions  with  a  peculiar  emphafis,  on  purpofe  to 
draw  the  fluggard's  attention  to  it.  For  furely  nothing  can  be 
fuggefted  of  greater  force  and  efficacy  to  roufe  him  from  his 
lethargy  sand  to  convince  him  that  his  fioth  is  not  only  criminal^ 
but  without  excufe. 

The  ant  hath  no  guide  ;  bur  we,  my  brethren,  have  many 
guides,.  «  There  is  a  fpirit  in  man,  and  the  infpiration  of  the 
“  Almighty,  giveth  them  underftanding.”  Our  Maker  hath  en¬ 
dued  us  with  reafonable  fouls;  capable  of  difcerning  betwixt  good 
and  evil,  fie  hath  favoured  us  with  a  complete  revelation  of 
his  will,  and  hath  (bowed  us  “  what  is  good,  and  what  the 

Lord  our  God  requireth  of  us,,J— The  law  of  the  Lord  is 
u  perfed,  converting  the  foul *  the  teftimony  of  the  Lord  is 
H  fure,  making  wife  the  Ample.”  He  hath  fent  his  Son  into 
the  world,  to  {how  us  the  path  of  life,  not  only  by  hi$ 
do£trine,  but  by  his  example  too.  And  he  offers  us  his  Spi¬ 
rit,  to  lead  us  into  all  truth,  to  open  our  eyes,  and  to  turn  us 
from  darknefs  to  light,  by  taking  of  the  things  ofChrift,  and 
fhowing  them  unto  us.  He  hath  allured  us  of  his  willingnefs 
to  affift  and  to  guide  us.  “  II  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let°him 
u  ahe  it  of  God,  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraid- 

eth  not,  and  it  fha.ll  be  given  him.”  If  men  therefore  are 

iluggards,  and  loiter  in  their  work,  they  can  neither  pretend 

Vot  II  it  '  .  r 
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ignorance  of  their  dutf,  nor  the  want  of  a  guide  to  diredt  them 
m  it. 

Again,  the  ant  “  hath  no  overfeer  but  manats  under  the 
immediate  infpe&ion  of  him,  “  whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of 
€i  fire.  “  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  in  every  place,  beholding 
u  the  evil  and  the  good.’' — Can  any  hide  himfelf  in  fecret 
a  places  that  I  fhall  not  fee  him  :  do  not  I  fill  heaven  and 
((  earth,  faith  the  Lord.’’--*-  Yea,  the  darknefs  hideth  not  from 
t  thee,  O  Lord,  but  the  night  fhineth  as  the  day.”  Befides, 
God  hath  placed  an  overfeer  in  our  own  breads,  which  adts 
within  us  as  his  deputy  ;  for  the  voice  of  confcience  is  the  voice 
of  God.  This  bofom-witnefs  marks  our  fteps,  reminds  us  of 
our  duty,  condemns  us  when  we  do  wrong,  and  never  fails  to 
render  thofe  unhappy,  whom  it  fails  to  keep  faithful  to  their  du¬ 
ty.  For  confcience  at  firft  fpeaks  forcibly  to  every  human  be¬ 
ing  *,  and  many  a  hard  druggie  doth  it  cod  even  the  word  of 
men,  before  this  awful  monitor  can  be  filenced.  Thus  we  have 
not  only  a  guide  to  point  out  the  way  to  us,  but  an  overfeer  to 
attend  us  in  every  dep  ;  and  therefore,  if  we  either  loiter  or 
turn  a  fide,  we  mud  be  without  excufe  :  «  our  own  hearts  con- 
«  demn  us  ;  and  God  is  greater  than  our  hearts,  and  knoweth 

all  things.’’  , 

Once  more,  the  ant  “  hath  no  ruler”  or  judge,  to  call  her  to 
account  for  her  condudl.  But  every  one  of  us  mud  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  himfelf  to  God.  “  God  hath  appointed  a  day  in 
<c  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteouinefs,  by  that  man 
«<  whom  he  hath  ordained,  whereof  he  hath  given  a  durance 

u  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  raifed  him  from  the  dead.’’- - “We 

«  mud  all  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrid,  that  every 
<c  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  the  body,  according  to 
that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  he  good  or  bad.  ’  And  it  deferves 
our  notice,  that  the  fluggard  is  particularly  pointed  out  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  as  one  of  thofe  who  fhall  certainly  be  condemned  in  that 
decifive  day.  This  is  clearly  intimated  to  us  in  the  parable  of 
the  talents.  The  unprofitable  fervant,  who  is  condemned  to 
utter  darknefs,  is  not  accufed  oi  having  fquandered  his  talent, 
or  of  having  applied  it  to  wicked  purpofes  :  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  preferved  it  entire,  and  returned  it  unimpaired  to  his  m af¬ 
ter  ;  his  crime  was,  that  he  had  not  improved  it.  He  was  a  wick¬ 
ed  fervant,  becaufe  he  had  not  been  a&ive  for  the  intereft  ot 
his  Lord  :  he  was  in  fhort  the  fluggard  ’  em  addrefled  by  the 
wife  man  :  and  his  doom  was  juft.  For  it  is  onl)  <s  to  t  o  e 
tt  who,  by  a  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  feek  for  glory, 
tc  honour,  and  immortality,  that  God  will  render  eternal  life, 
a  in  the  day  when  he  fhall  judge  the  fecrets  of  men  by  Je  us 
«  Clirifl/7 '  ihu$> 
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Thus,  then,  the  ant,  which  without  a  guide  overfeer,  or 
judge,  labours  with  fuch  diligence,  fagacity,  and  iorefight 
Ihe  prefer  ration  of  a  life  which  muft  foon  come  to  a  final 
period  ;  inftrufts,  reproves,  and  condemns  thole  who,  havi  g 
all  the  advantages  which  are  denied  to  her,  are  yet  u.nnfs  and 
negligent  in  the  great  bufinefs  aflignerl  them  :  on  which  - 
IS  not  their  prefent  interefts  only,  but  the  tnterefts  and  the 
fife  of  their  immortal  fpirits-of  their  fpmts  wh.ch  fliaU  fur- 
vive  the  diiTolution  of  their  bodies,  and  fhall  laft  throng. 

“tS*  obfervations  may  be  fufficient  both  to  illuftrate  the 
meaning,  and  to  fliow  the  propriety  of  Solomon  s  advice,  Le. 
me  now,  as  the  improvement  of  the  fubjetl,  prefs  yo 
duce  to  praftice  the  leffons  which  I  have  been  confidermg.— - 
And  for  this  end,  I  would  reprefent  to  y  ou, 


iff '■  That  the  fluggard  fms  againfl  the  very  nature  winch 
God  hath  given  him.  For  what  are  all  the  high  powers  an 
faculties  with  which  we  are  endowed,  but  fo  many  tokens  that 
we  were  formed  for  aftive  fervice  ?  The  nature  of  things  has 
evidently  in  this  refpect  the  force  of  a  law  ;  fince  it  is 
ble  to  conceive,  that  powers  and  capacities  were  given  us  which 
were  not  meant  to  be  exerted  and  improved.  Even  m  the  itatc 

of  innocence  man  had  his  talk  afligned  him,  whilft  the  inferior 

animals  were  left  to  roam  at  large,  without  being  accountable 
for  their  conduct.  And  as  our  natures  are  formed,  tor  action, 
fo  our  inclination  evidently  prompts  us  to  it.  11ns  is  plain 
from  the  various  methods  by  which  thofe  who  will  not  labour 
endeavour  to  relieve  themfelves  from  the  oppreifive  load  of  uile- 
nefs.  Their  time  itfelf  is  a  mifery  :  and  there  is  nothing  fo  im¬ 
pertinent  to  which  they  will  not  fly,  that  they  may  be  free  ot 
it.  The  burdens  of  the  molt  laborious  ilavfes  are  light,  when 
campared  with  the  burden  which  the  lluggaid  carries  a  out 
with  him  in  an  enfeebled  body,  and  a  vacant  difcontented  mmch 
idly .  The  fluggard  fins  againfl:  the  manifeft  defign  of  brovi- 
dence.  ’  God  hath  indeed  made  a  liberal  provifion  for  the  fup- 
ply  of  all  our  returning  wants.  But  he  hath  done  tins  in  a  way 
that  requires  induftry  on  our  part,  in  order  to  render  that  pro- 
viiion  effedlual.  The  earth,  by  the  bleffmg  of  God,  is  Iruittul 
of  herbs  and  grain  for  the  ufe  of  man.  But  man  muft  oe  cai>-- 
ful  to  do  his  part  in  the  labour  of  the  fie.d,  that  it  may  yisid 
him  a  regular  or  a  certain  produce,  i  he  rough  mai.erial;>  01  all 
things  neceflary  and  convenient  for  the  purpoies  ot  life  ave  laid 

plentifully  at  our  hands  j  but  the  tkill  and  induftry  of  the  work- 
r  1  man 


SERMON  XV. 


156 


1  Tiu ft  oring  them  into  form,  and  render  them  fit  for  ufe& 
All  things  are  full  of  labour.5’  Who  then  art  thou,  O  fluggard 
to  counteia6t  the  ciefigns  both  of  Nature  and  of  Providence  iP 
But  fome  may  fay,  perhaps,  We  have  nothing  to  do.-Our 
wants  are  abundantly  fupplied  from  the  Patrimony  which  we 
have  inherited  ;  and  nothing  rcmainsfor  usbuttoenjoy  what  we 
have.  Do  ye  then  indeed  believe,  that  any  human  being  can 
have  a  right  to  live  idle  on  the  earth  ?  If  ye  believe  this,  ye 
have  yet  to  learn  this  fundamental  principle  of  common  fenfc, 
Phat  ail  obligations  are  reciprocal.  Ye  fluggards,  why  cum¬ 
ber  ye  the  ground  ?  Shall  God  give  you  all  things  richly  to 
enjoy,  and  is  there  no  active  fervice  which  he  requires  of  you  ? 
Mud  the  labour  of  the  hufbandman  nourifh,  and  the  art  of  the 
manufacturer  clothe  you  ?  Mud  all  ranks  of  men  labour  for 
your  convenience  ;  and  are  there  no  obligations  which  ye  are 
bound  to  difcharge  to  them  in  return  for  fo  many,  and  fo  im¬ 
portant  fervices  ?  For  what  end  then  do  you  live  ?  Your 
being  is  an  embarralTment  and  burden  to  the  creation.  «  For 
if  any  man  will  not  work,  neither  fiiouid  he  eat.2> — —Once 
more,  in  the 

3 d  PIace>  The  fluggard  fins  againd  the  great  defign  of  the 
Gofpel.  For  we  have  not  only  a  Guide  to  indruct  us,  an 
Qverfeer  to  obferve  us,  and  a  Judge  to  whom  we  are  accounta¬ 
ble;  but  we  havealfo  a  great  Redeemer,  who  fhed  his  blood 
for  the  ranfom  of  our  fouls,  and  who  gave  himfelf  for  us,  not 
to  purchafe  our  releafe  from  duty,  but  to  «  purify  unto  him- 
“  fclf  a  peculiar  people,  zealous  of  good  works.”  Chrid  fpoil- 
ed  principalities  and  powers,  «  that  we,  being  delivered  out  of 
the  hands  of  our  enemies,  might  ferve  him  without  fear,  in 
«c  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  our 
u  lives.”  Let  us  hear  and  reverence  the  language  of  the  Gof¬ 
pel.  “  Ye  are  not  your  own  :  ye  are  bought  with  a  price  :  there- 
fore  glorify  God  in  your  body  and  in  your  fpirit,  which  are 
g(  God’s.  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
4i  bling  :  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to 
*4  do  of  his  good  pleafure.  And  befide  this,  giving  all  diligence, 
4<  add  to  your  faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to 
f<  knowledge  temperance,  and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to 
9i  patience  godlincfs,  and  to  godlinefs  brotherly  kindnefs,  and 
<c  to  brotherly  kindnefs  charity.  For  fo  an  entrance  lhall  be 
4(  miniftercd  unto  you  abundantly,  into  the  everlafting  king- 
tf  dom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift.” 

41  Let  us  then  be  no  longer  “  flothful  in  bufinefs,  but  fervent 
in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord.”  Amen. 

S  E 
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Go  new,  ye  that  fay>  to-day  or  to-morrow  we  will  go  into 
fuch  a  city ,  and  continue  there  a  year ,  and  buy  and  fell ,  and 
get  gain .  Whereas  ye  know  not  what  Jhall  be  on  the  mor + 
row.  For  what  is  your  life  ?  it  is  even  a  vapour  that 
appeareth  for  a  little  time ,  and  then  vamfheth  away:  For 
that  ye  ought  to  fay>  If  the  Lard  will ,  we  Jhafl  live ,  and 
do  this  or  that ,  » 


THE  obvious  defign  of  this  paffage,  is  to  detect  the  folly* 
and  prefumption  of  thofe  who  lay  fchemes  for  futurity, 
without  a  proper  acknowledgement  of  their  dependence  on  the 
providence  of  God.  The  particular  fcheme,  v/hich  the  Apof- 
tle  reprefents  and  condemns,  is  one  of  the  moft  plaufible 
that  can  well  be  imagined.  A  merchant  refolves  on  a  journey 
to  fome  city,  in  which  he  can  carry  on  his  trade  to  advantage. 
That  he  may  lofe  no  time,  he  faith,  u  To  day,’?  or  at  fartheil* 
Si  to-morrow,  I  will  go  into  fuch  a  city,  and  continue  there  a 
u  year,  and  buy  and  tell,  and  get  gain.,;  There  is  no  intima¬ 
tion  that  he  meant  to.  enrich  himfelf  by  fraud  or  extortion.— 
The  gain  he  had  in  view  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  a  fair  arid  honourable  commerce  :  the  honeit  reward  of 
his  attention  and  diligence. 

I  apprehend  that  none  of  us  would  be  greatly  {larded*, 

though  we  fliould  hear  fome  of  our  friends  talking  in  the  mam* 

ner  which  is  here  reprefented.  There  are  few  of  us,  perhaps*, 

who  have  not  on  fome  occafions  held  fuch  a  language,  without 

fufpefting  that  it  was  either  prefumptuous  or  wrong.  In  order,, 

therefore,  to  difeover  what  is  faulty  in  it,  and  to  enter  into  the 

%irit  of  this  text,  let  us  examine  with  attention, 

f°rm  of  the  expreffion  which  the  Apoftie  con¬ 
demns.— And, 

2ndly,  The  amendment  which  he  fuggefts. — And  if  it  {half 
gleafe  God  to  afford  us  the  affiftance  of  his  Spirit,  I  am  perfua- 

dedb 
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^ed  that  feveral  remarks  will  occur  to  us  in  the  courfe  of  this 
Inquiry,  which  may  be  “  profitable  for  do&rine,  for  reproof, 

«  for  correction,  and  for  inftruCtion  in  righteoufneis.”— Let 

m  then  attend, 

Ftrji,  To  the  form  of  expreffion  which  the  Apoftle  con¬ 
demns.  u  Go  to  now,  ye  that  fay,  to-day  or  to-morrow  we 

will  go  into  fuch  a  city,  and  continue  there  a  year,  and  buy 

and  fell,  and  get  gain.” 

In  general,  we  may  obferve,  that  this  language  relates  alto¬ 
gether  to  a  worldly  project.  The  principal  object  is  gain  : 

.  <«  not  the  true  riches  or  «  that  good  part”  which  fhall  never 
be  taken  from  thofe  who  choofe  it ;  but  the  gain  of  this  world, 
the  gain  which  is  acquired  by  buying  and  felling.  They  lay 
nothing  the  meafure  of  gain  that  would  fatisfy  them,  and 
nothing  of  the  ufe  to  which  they  meant  to  apply  their  wealth. 
For  any  thing  that  their  exprefiions  imply,  their  defires  might 
be  without  bounds,  and  their  foie  aim  might  be  to  «  heap  up 
if  {iiver  as  the  duff,  and  fine  gold  as  the  mire  of  the  ftreets  , 
or,  in  the  language  of  Ifaiah,  44  to  join  houfe  to  houfe,  and 
«  field  to  field,  till  they  are  placed  alone  in  the  midft  of  the 
c<  earth/* 

If  this  remark  is  juft,  we  have  already  di (covered  one  capi¬ 
tal  error  in  the  exprefiions  before  us.— To  feek  gain  by  honeft 
induftry,  either  for  the  fupply  of  our  own  wants,  or  to  enable 
us  to  relieve  the  neceffities  of  others,  is  not  only  lawful  but 
honourable  :  But  to  feek  wealth  for  its  own  fake,  and  merely 
for  the  fordid  pleafure  of  pofielfing  it,  betrays  a  mean  and  felf- 
iih  fplrit,  unworthy  of  a  man,  and  much  more  unworthy  of  a 

Chriftian. 

Suppofing  this  then  to  be  the  end  in  view,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  in  a  high  degree  culpable.  But  as  the  Apoitle 
Is  filent  on  this  head,  we  (hall  admit,  that  the  perfons  who  hold 
the  language  before  us,  might  intend  to  make  a  proper  ufe ^or 
their  riches,  and  proceed  to  examine  the  means  by  which  they 
propoie  to  obtain  them.  44  To-day,”  lay  they,  *4  or  to-mor- 
l  row,  we  will  go  into  fuch  a  city/7— Thefe  words  may  pais 
in  common  converfation  ;  Dut  when  we  feiioully  weigh  the  im 
port  of  them,  as  at  prefent  we  are  called  to  do,  we  fhall  find 
that  they  are  chargeable  both  with  folly  and  prelumption. 

The  great  Lord  of  ail  has  no  part  in  this  fcheme.  lhete 

little  arrogant  words,  we  will,  thrufl  him  out  at  once,  an 

occupy  his  place.  And  for  what  do  the  perfons  here  deicnbed 

undertake  ?  They  undertake  without  hefitation,  to  miure  their 

J  lives 
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Ikes  again  ft  death,  their  bodies  againft  ficknefs,  and  their  ef~ 
fefts  againft  every  cafualty  or  hazard.  They  fpeak  of  the  mor~ 
tow,  as  if  they  had  the  abfolute  property  of  it.  They  promifc 
themfelves,  that*  to-morrow  they.fhall  not  only  be  alive,  but 
in  health,  to  fet  out  on  their  journey  j  that  they  {ball  meet 
with  no  crofs  accidents  by  the  way  ;  that  the  goods  which,  they 
carry  along  with  them,  {hall  be  protected  againft  thieves  and 
robbers  ;  and  that  in  due  time  they  (hall  arrive  at  the  city  where 
their  plan  of  bufinefs  is  to  be  carried  into  execution.  But  what 
follows  is  {fill  more  extravagant.  They  premife  upon  life  for  a 
full  year  5  «  We  wall  continue  there  a  year  and  not  upon 
life  only,  but  on  health  of  body,  and  fondnefs  of  mind,  du¬ 
ring  all  that  time.  No  allowance  is  made  for  change  of  cli¬ 
mate,  or  the  fatigues  of  buhnefs  :  they  are  always  to  be  in  a 
condition  to  buy  and  fell,  and  to  manage  their  affairs  with  a£fi- 
vity  and  prudence.  Nay,  more,  they  affure  themfelves  of  fuc- 
cefs.  «  We  will  buy  and  fell,  and  get  gain.”  They  under¬ 
take,  not  for  themfelves  alone,  but  for  all  whom  they  (hall  em¬ 
ploy,  or  with  whom  they  {hall  have  commerce — that  they  {hall 
have  diligent  and  faithful  fervants  *,  that  they  {hall  have  large 
profits  from  thofe  to  whom  they  fell,  and  cheap  bargains  from 
thofe  of  whom  they  buy.  In  a  word,  they  fpeak  as  if  every 
thing  relating  to  themfelves  and  others,  were  fo  dependent  on 
their  will,  that  they  might  command  the  events  whichy  they 
defired,  and  difpofe  of  all  things  according  to  their  own 
pleafure.  *  . 

Well  might  the  Apoftle  give  this  the  name  of  boafting,  as 
he  doth  at  the  1 6th  verfe  of  this  chapter  ;  and  had  it  fuited  the 
gravity  of  an  infpired  writer,  he  might  have  examined  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  fcheme,  computed  the  riffs  which  were 
plainly  againft  them  in  every  ftep,  and  thus  turned  the  ,  whole 
defign  into  matter  of  contempt  and  ridicule.  But*  inftead  of 
this,  he  arrefts  them  at  their  very  firft  outfet.  You  talk  of 
going  to  fuch  a  city,  of  continuing  there  a  year,  of  buying, 
u  of  felling,  and  getting  gain  “  whereas  ye  know'  not  what 
cs  (hall  be  on  the  morrow.”  The  prefen t  moment  is  all  that  ye 
can  call  your  own.  This  night  your  fouls  may  be  required  of 
you  :  To-day  ye  are  ;  but  to-morrow  ye  may  be  numbered  with 
thofe  who  have  been.  He  would  not  trifle  with  mifcrable  men, 
who  might  die  whilft;  he  was  fpeaking  to  them.  He  therefore 
feizeth  one  important  truth,  the  forre  of  which  could  not  be 
denied,  and  inftantly  placeth  it  full  in  their  view.  “  What  is 
your  life  faith  he  ;  u  it  is  even  a  vapour.”  At  prefent  it 
appear®  *,  but  while  I  yet  fpeak  to  you,  it  may  vanifii  away.— 

Ceafe 
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Ceafe  then,  vain  boafters,  to  talk  of  a  year  hence,  until  ye  can 
fay  fomething  with  certainty  of  the  fucceeding  day.  Thus  the 
viflenary  Babel  falls  to  the  ground.  This  plain  propofition, 
u  Life  is  a  vapour/’  undermines  it  at  once,  and  overwhelms 
the  proud  builders  with  fhame. 

It  hath  often  given  me  pleafure  to  obferve,  that  the  truths 
which  are  bed  fitted  to  touch  the  heart,  and  to  influence  the 
life,  are  univerfally  the  mod  Ample  and  obvious,  and  lie  fo  near 
us,  that  we  need  only  to  drctch  forth  our  hand  to  take  hold  of 
them.  God  knows,  that  we  have  much  work  to  do,  and  little 
time  to  do  it  in  :  and  therefore,  that  we  may  lofe  no  part  of  it, 
the  mod  ufeful  and  neceflary  things  are  fcattered  around  us  with 
the  greateft  profufion.  Were  it  otherwife,  the  opportunity  of 
afting  might  frequently  pafs  away  before  the  means  of  action 
were  ready.  Yet  fuch,  alas  !  is  our  folly  and  perverfenefs, 
that,  overlooking  what  is  near,  we  roam  abroad,  and  always 
grafp  mod  eagerly  at  thofe  things  which  are  farthed  from  us. 
Thwarting  the  merciful  defigns  of  God,  we  defpife  common 
truths,  merely  becaufe  they  are  common  ;  and  wander  in  pur- 
fuit  of  abdrufe  and  intricate  fpeculations,  which  puzzle  the  un- 
derdanding,  and  amufe  the  fancy, but  leave  the  heart  cold  andin- 
fenfible.  How  much  better  was  the  courfe  which  the  Apodle 
took  with  thofe  who  held  the  language  of  the  text,  in  order 
te  bring  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  folly  ?  Me  doth  not  go  about 
in  qued  of  remote  objects,  nor  feek  to  furpriie  them  with  new 
and  uncommon  difeoveries  :  but  he  furprifed  them  mod  effect¬ 
ually,  by  pointing  to  an  object  jud  at  hand,  one  view  of  which 
was  fufficient  to  check  their  prefumption, — an  objeft  which 
flood  always  before  their  eyes,  though  overlooked  through  the 
pride  or  inattention  or  perverfenefs  of  their  minds. 

It  hath  already  been  cbferved,  that  the  matter  of  the  project 
here  prefented  by  the  Apodle,  is  in  itfelf  plaufible  ;  and  that 
his  reproof  is  chiefly  aimed  at  the  form  of  exprefling  it.  And 
if  he  treated  this  with  fo  much  feverity,  what  would  he  have 
faid,  had  the  end  prepofed  been  criminal  in  its  own  nature,  or 
the  means  of  obtaining  it  bafe  and  difhonourable  ?  What  would 
he  have  faid  to  thofe  who  puzzle  themfelves  with  fchemes  to  get 
rid  of  their  money,  or  to  throw  it  away  upon  the  mod  ridicu¬ 
lous  trifles  ?  who  ha/e  no  higher  objects,  than  the  fuperfluities 
of  drefs,  the  multiplicity  of  diverfions,  and  all  the  expenfive 
arts  of  diflipation  and  fenfuality  ?  What  would  he  have  faid  to 
thofe  who,  m  the  fame  prefumptuous  dyle,  lay  deliberate 
fchemes  for  low  vice  and  debauchery,  for  drunkennefs  and 
whoredom,  and  other  works  of  the  flefli  ?  What  would  he  have 

faid 
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hid  to  thofe  who  devife  methods  of  making  gain  by  fecret  fraud 
or  open  violence  ?  To  thofe  who  practice  deceit  in  buying  and 
felling,  or  who,  without  either  buying  or  felling,  fupport  a 
ufelefs  and  pernicious  life,  by  the  bafe  and  infamous  occupation 
of  gaming  ?  Compared  with  thefe,  the  fcheme  which  the  A- 
'  poftle  condemns  is  wifdom,  and  honour,  and  virtue.  s 

But  the  Apoftle  doth  not  reft  in  cenfuring  what  was  wrong.  — 
He  goes  on  at  the  it;th  verfe  to  correct  what  was  faulty,  and 
to  fupply  what  was  defective.  (t  For  that  ye  ought  to  fay,’ 
adds  he,  “  if  the  Lord  will,  we  ihall  live,  and  do  this  or  that.  ' 
—This  amendment,  fuggefted  by  the  Apoftle,  was  the 
Second  thing  which  I  propofed  to  confider. — And, 
i jl,  It  furnifiies  us  with  a  rule  by  which  all  our  undertakings 
ought  to  be  examined.  Whatever  fcheine  we  have  in  view,  to 
which  we  cannot  prefix  this  preface,  u  if  the  Lord  will,”  we 
may  be  allured  is  elfentially  wrong,  and  ought  to  be  abandoned 
without  delay.  There  is  nothing  truly  good  or  profitable  to  us, 
for  which  we  may  not  addreis  God  by  prayer.  Let  us  then  con¬ 
vert  the  views  which  we  have  in  any  undertaking  into  the  forni 
of  a  petition,  and  try  whether  we  can,  with  decency  or  pro¬ 
priety,  offer  up  fuch  a  petition  to  God.  Let  us  confider, 
whether  the  means  by  which  we  propofe  to  compafs  thefe  views 
are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  we  may  alk  or  expect  the  divine 
bleffing  to  accompany  them.  Happy  were  it  for  us,  that  all 
our  fchemes  and  projects  were  brought  to  this  teft.  We  fhould 
then  be  feafonably  delivered  from  that  fatal  enchantment  which 
*  firft  engageth  us  in  unlawful  purfuits,  and  then  ftimulates  us 
to  perfift  in  them  againft  the  remonftrances  of  our  own 
consciences. 

We  fhould  then  efcape  from  thofe  fatal  fnares  into  which  our 
rafh  unadviled  plans  betray  us.  For  who  would  dare  to  fay, 
“  If  the  Lord  will,  I  fhall  live,”  and  rob  and  fteal,  game  and 
defraud,  opprefs  and  over-reach  my  neighbour  ?  Such  a  connec¬ 
tion  of  thought  would  ftartle  the  mind  at  the  very  firft  concep¬ 
tion  of  lull,  before  it  had  brought  forth  fin.  And  I  am  per- 
iuaded,  that  if  men  were  faithfully  to  praflife  this  one  eafy  and 
reafonable  precaution,  they  would  at  leaft  avoid  many  of  thofe 
prefumptuous  offences,  which  lay  wafte  the  confcience,  and 
deftroy  the  peace  of  the  foul. 

2 dly>  This  amendment,  which  the  Apoftle  fuggefts,  teachetht 
us  to  con  fid  er  the  fhortnefs,  and  particularly  the  uncertainty, 
of  life.  Ye  know  not,”  faith  he,  c<  what  Ihall  be  on  the  mor- 
“  row.  For  what  is  your  life  ?  it  is  even  a  vapour  which  ap- 
iS  peareth  for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanifheth  away.  Thus 
Vol.  II.  Y  David 
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D  avid  defcribes  the  life  of  man  by  thofe  things  which  are  molt 
frail  and  fugitive  in  nature.  “  As  for  man,  his  days  are  as 
“  grafs.”  Nay,  as  if  the  grafs,  which  endures  for  a  feafon, 
were  too  permanent  an  ©bje£t  of  comparifon,  he  immediately 
corrects  the  fimilitude,  “  As  the  flower  of  the  field,  fo  he 
flourifheth  i”  — As  the  flower  of  the  field,  which  is  expofed  to 
the  foot  of  every  paflenger,  to  the  tooth  of  every  wild  beaft, 
to  the  wanton  hand  of  every  deftroyer.  It  is  not  by  rare  and 
ftriking  events  only,  that  the  thread  of  life  may  be  btoken. 
There  is  no  need  that  the  thunder  fhould  break  on  you,  or  that 
the  fire  fhould  devour  you,  or  that  the  earth  fhould  open  and 
fwailow  you  up.  Things  far  more  common  and  familiar 
are  fufheient  for  fo  eafy  a  purpofe,  as  that  of  cutting  off  your 
days.  There  is  not  an  element  fo  friendly,  nor  a  circura- 
fiance  fo  trifling,  that  it  may  not  become  the  minifter  of 
death.  Ought  not  this  manifefl  uncertainty  of  life,  then, 
to  cool  our  purfuit  of  earthly  projects  ?  We  are  apt  to  meditate 
great  and  complicated  fchemes  to  attain  wealth,  or  power,  or 
honour  in  the  world.  But  could  we  penetrate  a  little  into  futu« 
rity,  we  might  perhaps  fee  our  grave  opened  far  on  this  fide  of 
half  way  to  the  objefls  of  our  keeneft  purfuit.  <c  For  what  is 
“  our  life  ?  it  is  even  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a  little  time, 
(c  and  then  vanifheth  away.  For  that  we  ought  to  fay,  It  the 
i(  Lord  will,  we  fhall  live,  and  do  this  or  that.’* 

3 dly.  This  amendment,  fuggefted  by  the  Apoftle,  teacheth 
us  to  live  in  an  habitual  dependence  on  God,  not  only  for  life, 
but  alfo  for  adlivity  and  prudence  to  carry  our  lawful  defgns  in¬ 
to  execution.  There  are  two  aflertions  in  the  loth  chapter  of 
the  book  of  Proverbs,  which  have  a  feeming  oppofition  to  each 
other.  At  the  4th  verfe,  it  is  faid,  that  u  the  hand  of  the  dili- 
«  gen£  maketh  rich  where  it  would  appear,  that  prosperity, 
in  our  worldly  callings,  is  to  be  aferibed  to  our  own  adlivity  and 
Hull.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  aflerted  at  the  22d  verfe,  that 
«  the  bl effing  of  the  Lord,  it  maketh  rich  ;  and  he  addeth  no 
“  forrow  with  it.”  Thefe  two  aflertions  are  not  oppofed  j  but 
the  one  is  fubordinate  to  the  other  *,  and  the  meaning  is,  that 
the  hand  of  the  diligent,  by  the  blefling  of  God,  is  the  means 
of  gaining  wealth  and  honour.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  God 
gave  this'  caution  to  his  ancient  people.  “  Beware  that  thou 
«  fay  not  in  thine  heart,  when  thy  herds  and  thy  flocks  multi- 
ply,  and  thy  Liver  and  thy  gold  is  multiplied,  and  all 
that  thou  hall  is  multiplied,  My  power,  and  the  might 
of  my  hand  hath  gotten  me  this  wealth.  But  thou  (halt 
44  remember  the  Lord  thy  God,  tor  it  is  he  tnat  givedr 
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«  thee  power  to  get  wealth.”  How  often  do  we  fee  the 
belt  laid  fchemes  rnifcarry  :  while  others,  far  le  s  flattering, 
fucceed  in  a  wonderful  manner  ?  One  man  (hall  tod  with  incef- 
fantinduftry,  rife  early,  and  fit  up  late,  and  eat  the  oread  of 
carefulnefs,  and  yet  all  in  vain.  Another,  who,  compared  w.th 
this  tna#,  had  neither  a  head  to  contrive,  nor  hands  to  execute, 
fhall  profper  in  all  his  plans.  “  I  returned,  and  faw  under  tne 
«  fun,  that  the  race  is  not  to  the  fwift,  nor  the  battle  to  tne 
ftrong  ;  neither  yet  bread  to  the  wife,  nor  yet .ric  e^tom^n 
“  of  underftanding,  nor'  yet  favour  to  men  of  fkul ;  but  tune 
“  and  chance  happeneth  to  them  all.”  Men  are  too  apt  “  to 
«  facrifice  to  their  own  net,  and  to  burn  incenfe  to  their  ®wn 
«  drag.”  In  great  mercy,  therefore,  God  denies  riches  to 
thofe  who  mav  be  faid  to  live  for  no  other  end  but  to  obtain 
them  -,  while/ on  the  other  hand,  they  fometimes  drop,  as  it 
were,  into  the  lap  of  others,  who  have  no  talents  and  little 
anxiety  to  acquire  them.  Thefe  obfervations  are  not  meant  ,0 
difcourage  induftry  or  (kill  in  the  management  of  our  lawful 
bufinefs.  For  it  is  ftill  true,  notwithftanding  what  hath  oeen 
faid,  that  wifdom  excelleth  folly,  as  much  as  light  excelletn 
darknefs  j  and  that  without  proper  means  b<§ing  ufed,  we  have 
no  title  to  expect  the  bleffing  of  God  upon  our  affairs.  But 
they  ought  to  teach  us  to  “  commit  our  ways  unto  God,”  in  well 
doing,  to  trull  alfo  in  him  that  he  may  bring  it  to  pafs,  to 
“  acknowledge  him  in  all  our  ways,  that  he  may  direct  our 
“  Reps.’’ — In  the 

‘  4 th  and  laft  place,  This  amendment,  fuggefted  by  the  Apol- 
tle,  teacheth  us  to  refign  ourfelves  entirely  to  the  will  of  God, 
and  to  fubmit  all  our  fchemes  to  him,  to  profper  or  to  dli appoint 
them  as  feemeth  good  to  him.  This  is  the  true  ipirit  of  the 
text.  6C  If  the  Lord  will,  we  fhall  live,  and  do  this  or  that. 
Refignation  to  the  will  of  God  free*  the  mind  from  a  grievous 
bondage,  the  bondage  of  earthly  purfuits  and  expectations.— 
Whatever  God  wills,  is  pleafmg  to  the.  refigned  foul :  and 
when  a  Chriftian  hath,  by  prayer  and  fupplication,  made  known 
his  requefts  to  God,  then  the  peace  of  God,  which  paiTeth  all 
under  (landing/,  keeps  his  heart  and  mind  through  Jeius  G>rift. 
Then  only  is  life  truly  enjoyed,  when  we  relilh  its  comforts,  at 
the  fame  time  that  we  are  prepared  to  part  with  them,  ihe 
anxieties  of  the  worldly  man  torment  him  with  the  pangs  of  & 
thoufand  deaths.  His  foul  dies  within  him  as  often  as  he  con¬ 
ceives  the  apprehenfioii  of  loling  thofe  good  things  which  he 
would  wifh  always  to  enjoy.  Whereas  he  who  hath  refigned 

his  will  to  the  will  of  God,  « eats  his  bread  with  joy,  and 

drinks 
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u  drinks  his  wins  with  a  merry  heart.”  Even  the  thought  of 
his  dying  hour  throws  no  damp  on  the  joys  of  his  mind.  From 
the  contemplation  of  GocFs  goodnefs  to  him  in  life,  he  can  pafs 
without  terror  or  amazement  to  the  thought  of  his  prote&ion 
in  the  dark  valley  and  Ihadow  of  death.  Even  in  that  gloomy 
paffage,  he  fears  no  evil ;  but  commits  himfelf  to  the  Lord  his 
Shepherd,  who  will  make  goodnefs  and  mercy  to  follow  him 
all  the  days  of  his  life,  and  at  laft  will  bring  him  to  dwell  in 
his  houfe  above  for  ever. 

Ihefe  are  fome  of  the  inftrudtio.ns  which  we  may  derive 
from  the  amendment  here  fuggefted  by  the  Apoftle  :  «  For  that 
“  ye  ought  to  fay,  If  the  Lord  will,  we  {hall  live,  and  do  this 

or  that.” 

From  what  has  been  faid,  let  us  learn,  in  the 

i/?  place,  To  guard  againft  that  extravagance  in  laying  down 
fchemes  for  the  time  to  come,  which,  upon  cool  reflexion,  ap¬ 
pears  fo  unjustifiable  in  the  example  before  us.  Had  the  per¬ 
sons  here  dcfcribed,  upon  finding  it  inconvenient  to  fet  out  im  « 
mediately,  afked  themfelves  this  queflion,  What  aflurance  have 
we  of  another  day  ?  this  might  have  given  them  a  timely  check. 
But  their  imagination  having  taken  polTcffion  of  the  morrow^ 
it  carried  them  forward  without  the  leaft  interruption,  brought 
them  fafe  to  the  end  of  their  journey,  fixed  their  refidence, 
tranfadted  their  bufmefs,  and  reaped  the  profits  of  the  whole 
en  filing  year.  One  prefumptuous  ftep  leads  on  to  another. 
The  firft  objedt  is  near,  and  appears  to  be  within  our  reach  : 
but  if  we  allure  ourfelves  of  pollefting  th?t  before  it  adtually 
becomes  ours,  then  we  fee  another  objedt  a  little  farther  on, 
which  appears,  as  near  to  it  again  ;  afterwards  a  third,  but  a 
little  beyond  that :  and  thus  we  proceed  ftep  by  ftep,  till  we 
have  palled  the  utmoft  bounds  of  probability,  before  we  begin 
to  fufpedt  that  we  have  gone  any  length  at  alb  Let  us  then, 
in  the 

2*/ place,  Realize  this  awful  and  important  truth,  That  our 
life  is  but  (c  a  vapour,  which  appeareth  for  a  little  time,  and 
<(  then  vanilheth  away.”  Die  we  muft,  and  we  know  not  how 
loo VI.  Our  worldly  enjoyments  muft  be  relinqmftied,  out 
worldly  plans  and  projects  muft  perilb.  “  The  wind  (hall  pafs 
4<  over  us,  and  we  (ball  be  gone,  and  our  place  (hall  know  u  s  no 
“  more.”  Nature  will  look  as  gay  on  the  day  of  our  deceafe 
as  it  ever  did  ;  the  bufmefs  of  the  world  will  goon  as  brilkly1  as 
before  j  our  habitations  will  make  our  fuccelfors  as  welcome  as 
they  made  us  ;  and  even  our  names,  in  a  few  years,  lhall  perifli 
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as  if  we  had  never  been.  What  wife  man,  then,  would  build 
his  houfe  on  fuch  unftable  fand  ?  How  wretched  mull  that  man 
be,  whofe  inheritance  lies  wholly  upon  earth  ?  What  pangs 
muff  he  feel  at  the  parting  hour  ?  With  what  horror  mu  ft  he 
hear  the  fummons  of  difiblution  ? 

Let  us  then  be  perfuaded  to  raife  our  affections  above  the 
things  of  the  earth  to  thofe  things  which  are  above.  Let  us 
plan  for  eternity,  and  let  us  choofe  the  unchangeable  God  for 
our  portion.  Knowing  that  we  have  here  no  continuing  city, 
let  us  feek  one  to  come  5  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whole 
builder  and  maker  is  God.  Let  the  Lord  Jefus  be  our  leader 
and  guardian  ;  under  his  conduct  let  us  prefently  let  out  for 
the  heavenly  Jerufalem  $  and  in  due  time  he  will  bring  us  fate 
to  the  city  of  the  great  and  univerfal  King,  where  we  {hall  con¬ 
tinue,  not  for  a  year  only,  but  for  ever  ;  and  where  we  {hall 
get  pofleflion  of  fubftantial  gain,  even  that  glorious  inheritance, 
of  the  faints  in  light,  which  is  incorruptible,  and  pn.defiled* 
and  which  fadeth  not  away.  Ameth 
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Exodds  xx.  8- 


J&emember  the  Sabbath  day,,  to  keep  it  holy. 


HE  too  general  and  growing  abufe  of  the  Chrifiian  Sab-> 
bath  mu  ft  render  a  difcourfe  an  this  fubje£t  both  feafon-* 
able  and  nccefiary  ;  and  I  pro-pofe  therefore,  in  dependence  on 
divine  aid,  4  ' 

ijl*  To  inquire  how  far  the  precept  in  the  text  is  binding 
on  us. 

2 dly.  To  fhow  how  this  commandment  ought  to  be  kept  or 
obferved.  And, 

3 dly.  To  enforce  the  obfervance  of  it  by  feme  motives  and 
arguments. 

I  begin  with  inquiring  how  far  this  precept  of  keep¬ 
ing  holy  the  Sabbath  day  is  binding  on  us. 

Although  your  {fated  attendance  on  this  day,  for  the  wor- 
fbip  of  God,  may  be  interpreted  as  a  public  declaration  on 
your  part,  that  you  reckon  this  commandment  binding  on  you, 
yet  the  inquiry  I  have  propofed  is  by  no  means  fuperfluous. 
We  are  exhorted  in  Scripture, not  only  u  to  fandtify  the  Lord  God 

in  our  hearts,”  but  likewife  “  to  be  always  ready  to  give  an 
e<  anfwer  to  every  man  who  aiketh  us  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that 
£C  is  in  us.1*  And  if  we  fhould  at  all  times  be  ready  to  declare  the 
grounds  of  our  hope,  we  fhould  certainly  be  at  leaft  equally  ready 
to  explain  and  to  juftify  the  reafons  of  our  practice.  Befides, 
although  in  the  judgment  of  charity  which  thinketh  no  evil,’3 
your  weekly  attendance  on  this  day  for  public  worflnp  may  be 
flip po fed  to  flow  from  a  religious  principle  ;  yet  in  our  prefent 
Situation,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive,  that  fomething  elfe  than  a 
fenfe  of  duty  may  occahon  our  meeting  together  in  this  manner* 
The  laws  of  our  country  not  only  permit,  but  require,  the  ob- 
ftrvance  of  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  :  fo  that..Ji^t^®  authority, 

.vAv  0r  even 

motives, 


the  manner  of  our  education’,  a  regard  tbT 
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motives  inferior  to  any  of  thefe,  may  bring  people  to  church 
wh©  have  never  feen  themfelves  to  be  bound  by  any  divine  law* 
to  keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day.  And  l  am  forry  to  add,  that 
there  is  too  great  caufe  to  fufpedl  this  to  be  the  cafe  with 
many  who  frequent  our  religious  alfemblies,  from  their  defec¬ 
tive  and  partial  obfervance  of  this  holy  day.  I  therefore  judge 
5t  to  be  of  the  higheft  importance,  to  fet  the  authority  of  this 
precept  in  a  clear  and  linking  light.  For  until  we  view  the 
Sabbath  as  a  divine  initiation,  we  fhall  never  either  pay  to  it  that 
regard  which  it  deferves,  nor  reap  any  fpintual  advantage  from 
the  moll  exadl  outward  ©bfervance  of  it. — I  fuppofe  it  will  not 
be  denied  in  the 

\Jl  place,  That  fome  part  of  our  time  fhould  be  employed 
in  the  immediate  worlhip  of  God.  Reaion  mult  neceiiarily 
teach  us,  that  fuch  homage  is  due  to  that  almighty  Being  on 
whom  we  depend  for  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things.  In  order 
to  fecure  the  regular  performance  of  this  worlhip,  the  fame 
principle  of  reafon  will  naturally  fugged  the  propriety  of  al¬ 
lotting  certain  dated  feafons  for  that  purpofe.  If  any  lhail 
difpute  the  neceffity  of  this,  they  will  at  lead  allow  us  to  af¬ 
firm  the  expediency  of  it :  for  it  is  a  common  and  true  ob¬ 
servation,  that  what  is  left  to  be  done  at  any  time,  is  m  great 
danger  of  being  done  at  no  time. — I  may  likewife  take  it  for 
granted,  in  the  .  . 

2 d  place,  That  the  right  of  determining  what  proportion  of 
time,  or  what  dated  feafons  Ihould  be  employed  in  divsite  wor¬ 
lhip,  will  be  readily  admitted  to  belong  to  God.  This  is  fo 
evident,  that  it  fcarcely  needs  an  illudration.  If  we  can  live 
one  momenri independent  of  God,  we  may  call  that  moment 
our  own,  and  claim  the  difpofal  of  it.  But  if  we  cannot  draw 
one  breath  without  his  aid  \  if  his  conllant  violation  is  necef- 
fary  to  prgferve  us,  the  confequence  is  unavoidable,  that  the 
whole  of  our  time  is  due  to 'God  and  that  his  right  is  abfolute 
to  referve  any  part  of  it  which  ke  pieafeth  for  his  own  worlhip. 
— And  this  leads  me  to  obferve,  in  the 

3 d  place,  That  God  hath  a&ually  interpofed  his  authority  In 
this  matter  :  and  by  a  clear  and  pofitive  law,  part  of  which  I 
have  now  read  to  you,  hath  referved  for  himfelf  one  day  in  fe- 
ven  :  that  he  hath  confecrated  or  fet  apart  this  portion  of  our 
time,  by  his  precept,  example,  and  bleiTmg,  for  a  holy  red 
or  ceffation  from  fecular  employments,  and  for  fuch  a£l$  of 
religious  worlhip  and  adoratio^,  as  creatures  owe  to  their 
grout  Creator, 
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It  is  coiiudcd  by  all  who  admit  fhe  infpiration  of  the  Old 
1  e {lament,  that  this  law  wag  ftridhly  binding  upon  the  Jews,  to 
whom  it  was  delivered  by  the  minidry  of  Mofes.  But  fome 
have  made  it  a  queftioii,  whether  it  continues  to  be  binding  un¬ 
der  the  Chriilian  difpenfation.  We  maintain  that  it  is  {till  in 
torce,  in  as  much  as  it  contains  a  declaration  of  the  will  of 
God,  that  one  day  in  feven,  or  the  feventh  part  of  our  time, 
ihould  be  feparated  from  common  life,  and  dedicated  to  religious 
purpofes.  With  regard  to  the  particular  day  to  be  obferved, 
ail  days  bemg  alike  in  themfclve.s,  the  appointment  of  it  mud  be 
of  a  poiitive  nature,  and  may  therefore  be  varied  at  the  pleafure 
of  the  Lawgiver.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  in  this  circum- 
ffance  the  law  hath  received  an  alterations  The  feventh,  or 
lall  day  of  the  week  is  now  become  common  \  and  in  corm 


memoration  of  our  Saviour's  refurreGcion  from  the  dead,  the 
holy  red  is  transferred  to  the  fird  day  of  the  week  ;  which 
hath  ever  knee  been  called,  by  way  of  eminence,  The  Lord’s 
Day.  Whether  this  remarkable  change  is  diffidently  fupported 
by  divine  authority,  admits  of  farther  inquiry.  What  I  have 
hitherto  faid,  is  only  intended  to  prove  our  obligation  to  keep 
one  day  in  feven  holy  to  the  Lord  ;  and  for  this,  I  think,  I 
have  given  you  very  fatisfying  evidence.  It  is  a  natural  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  God  ought  to  be  worfhipped.  ;  and  as  it  is  highly 
neceifary  to  fee  ure  the  performance  of  fuch  an  important  duty, 
reafon  farther  teacheth  us,  that  fome  dated  times  ought  to  be 
fet  apart  for  that  end.  The  right  of  determining  thefe  doth  cer¬ 
tainly  belong  to  God  himfelf  *,  and  he  hath  adlually  been  pleaf- 
ed  to  give  a  plain  intimation  of  his  will  in  this  matter,  claim- 


mg,  by  a  didinht  and  peremptory  datute,  one  whole  day  in 
ft  ven,  for  the  peculiar  exercifes  of  religious  worfhip.  Thus 
far,  then,  the  commandment  is  drktly  moral  ;  and  therefore 
fiill  binding  upon  us,  in  as  much  as  it  only  enjoins  a  natural  duty, 
and  preferibes  the  mod  effectual  means  for  fecuring  the  per¬ 
formance  of  it. 

Having  eftahnffied  this  point,  the  way  lies  more  open  to  the 
other  fubjccl  of  inquiry  ;  and  I  expecl  to  find  lefs  difficulty  in 
fatisfying  you  about  the  alteration  of  the  day.  Some  Chrid- 
ians,  indeed,  have  maintained,  that  both  days  ought  to  be 
kept  j  but  1  reckon  there  will  be  np  need  to  guard  you  againd 
a  rnidake  of  this  kind.  You  will  eafily  convince  yourfelvds 
that  there  is  but  one  fabbath  in  the  week. 

As  to  our  pradlice  in  obferving  the  fird  indead,  of  the  lad 
day  of  the  week,  which  was  the  Jewifh  Sabbath,  the  reafons  of 
it  may  be  reduced  under  thefe  following  heads  : 
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We  learn  from  the  Scripture,  that  thifi  ivas  the  day  on 
which  the  Apoftles  and  primitive  Chridians  held  their  folemn 
afTetnblies  for  the  public  exercifes  of  religious  worfliip.  Thus 
we  read,  Ads  xx.  7.  that  «  upon  the  drd  day  of  the  week, 
««  when  the  difciples  came  together  to  break  bread,”  /.  e»  to 
celebrate  the  facramenfc  of  our  Lord's  fupper,  “  Paul  preached 
unto  them,  and  continued  his  fpeech  until  midnight where 
it  is  obfervable,  that  their  meeting  together  on  that  precife  day 
is  not  fpoken  of  as  a  thing  extraordinary,  or  merely  occafional* 
hut  as  a  dated  and  ordinary  pradlicc.  It  was  their  cuftom  fo  to 
<lo  *,  and  Paul  being  oil  the  fpot,  met  with  them,  and  prefided 
In  their  afiembly.  It  farther  appears,  that  this  was  the  day  on. 
which  they  laid  up  their  public  charity,  and  contributed  for  the 
Tclief  of  their  needy  brethren  ;  aiid  this  by  an  exprefs  apoftoi- 
ical  injunction.  For  thus  Paul  writes  to  the  Corinthians,  I 
Cor.  xvi.  1,  2.  “Now  concerning  the  colledion  for  the  faints, 
as  I  have  given  order  to  the  churches  of  Galatia,  even  fo 
««  do  ye.  Upon  the  fird  day  of  the  week,  let  every  one  of 
«  you  lay  by  him  in  (lore,  as  God  hath  profpered  him,  that 
there  be  no  gathering  when  I  come.”  In  this  paflage  there 
Is  not  only  a  pradice  of  the  church  deferibed  but  likewife  the 
appointment  of  an  infipired  apoftle,  ratifying  and  confirming 
it.  For  if  the  words  extend  to  the  religious  obfervance  of  that 
particular  day,  then  we  have  a  plain  fcriptural  command  for 
our  warrant ;  or  if  they  refer  only  to  the  colleding  alms  on 
that  day,  which  is  the  lowed  fenfe  that  they  will  bear,  they  ne- 
cefiarily  imply,  that  this  was  a  weekly  holy  day  then  in  ufe,  on 
which  chridians  ceafed  from  their  worldly  bufinefs,  and  met 
together  for  the  focial  worlhip  of  God  :  That  the  Apodle  jus¬ 
tified  and  approved  of  this  practice,  and  thereby  tedified  his 
opinion  that  is  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  will  of  Chrid, 
Befides,  we  find  that  this  day  was,  in  the  earlied  times,  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  title  of  the  Lord's  day  :  for  this  appears  from 
Rev.  i.  10.  where  John  informs  the  churches,  that  he  “  was 
in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord's  day  — that  well-known  day,  fa- 
cred  to  the  memory  of  the  Lord  Redeemer ; — the  day  on  which 
he  triumphed  over  death,  and  which  he  dignified  by  his  refur- 
reCtion,  above  all  other  days.  From  thefe  circumdances  taken 
together,  it  appears,  that  thi-s  change  took  place  in  the  apodolic 
age  *,  and  that  the  fird  day  of  the  week  was  then  edeemed  holy  to 
the  Lord,  and  feparated  from  the  red  for  religious  purpofes  :  So 
that  though  we  cannot  find  any  exprefs  command,  appointing 
the  alteration  in  fo  many  words ;  yet  we  have  the  mod  convin¬ 
cing  evidence,  that  it  was  either  part  of  the  indruotion  which 
VtL.  II.  Z  Chrid 
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Chrift  gave  to  his  difciples  before  his  afcenfion,  when  he  wa§ 
feen  of  them  forty  days,  as  the  facred  hiftory  informs  us* 
and  fpake  of  the  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God  ; 
or  elfe  that  it  was  afterwards  enabled  by  the  Apoftles,  in 
virtne  of  their  authority  derived  from  Chrift,  and  under  the 
infallible  direction  of  his  bleffed  Spirit. 

There  appear  to  be  many  great  and  weighty  reafons 
for  fueh  a  change.  Under  the  Old  Teft ament,  the  feventh 
day  was  kept  holy  in  memory  of  the  creation,  becaufe  on  that 
day  God  relied  from  all  his  works  :  and  is  it  not  equally  rea¬ 
sonable  and  fit,  that  the  firfi  day  fhould  be  fan&ified  un¬ 
der  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  feeing  on  that  day  the  great  God 
and  our  Saviour  relied  from  all  the  labours  of  his  fullering 
hate,  and  rofe  from  the  dead,  in  tellimony  that  man’s  redemp¬ 
tion  was  fully  accomplifhed  ?  Surely  the  renovation  of  the 
world,  after  fin  had  in  a  manner  broken  it  in  pieces,  is  a  work 
as  glorious  and  divine  as  the  firfi;  creation  of  it,  and  as  worthy 
to  be  gratefully  remembered  by  Us. 

g  diy.y  It  is  of  fome  moment  to  obferve,  that  this  day  hag 
been  uniformly  kept  as  the  Chfillian  Sabbath,  from  the  apof- 
tolic  age  down  to  the  prefent  time.  Thisfa£l  is  proved  by  the 
concurring  tellimony  of  hiltorians  in  all  the  different  periods 
of  the  church.  At  the  fame  time,  they  tell  us  what  hot  dis¬ 
putes  arofe  about  other  matters,  particularly  about  the  inftitu- 
tion  and  obfervance  of  holy  days.  We  find  the  Eallern  and 
^Vellern  churches  fo  divided  with  regard  to  the  time  of  keep¬ 
ing  Ealler,  as  to  proceed  to  excommunicate  each  other  :  but 
we  hear  of  no  controverfy  about  obferving  the  firfi:  day  of  the 
week;  for  in  this  they  were  all  agreed;  Now,  what  could 
have  produced  fuch  perfe£l  uniformity,  efpecially  in  thofe  ) 
ages  when  there  was  no  chriftian  magillrate  to  interpofe  his 
authority,  but  a  clear  convidlion,  and  a  well  grounded  belief, 
that  this  was  really  a  divine  inllitution  delivered  by  Chrill,  or 
his  Apoftles,  to  the  church  ?— Once  more,  m  the 

4 th  place,  God  hath  remarkably  hallowed  this  day,  by  many 
afts  of  grace  done  to  his  people,  when  employed  in  the  reli¬ 
gious  obfervance  of  it.  On  this  day,  when  <c  the  difciples 
“  were  all  with  one  accord  in  one  place,”  the  Spirit  of  God  de- 
feended  upon  them,  infomuch  that  they  were  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,to  their  own  unfpeakable  comfort,  and  the  admiration  of 
all  who  faw  and  heard  them.  On  the  fame  day,  u  the;arm  of  the 
Lord  was”  glorioufly  65 revealed,”  in  the  conversion  of  three  thou- 
fand  fouls, who  were  brought  from  a  ftate  of  enmity  to  Chrift  into 
the  befom  of  the  church,  by  the  plain  and  powerful  preaching  of 
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the  Apoftle  Peter.  On  this  day  John  was  infpired  with  the 
fpirit  of  prophecy,  and  had  vifible  reprefentations  of  the  va¬ 
rious  revolutions  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  down  to  the  final 
confummation  of  all  things.  And  in  latter  times  God  hath  fig- 
nally  bleffed  his  people  when  met  together  on  this,  holy  day  5 
making  all  his  goodnefs  to  pafs  before  them,  and  giving  them 
fuch  views  of  his  power  and  glory  in  the  fancftuary,  that  they 
Have  been  obliged  to  fay  with  Jacob  at  Bethel,  “  This  is  no 
«  other  than  the  houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  hea- 
«  ven  a  foretafte  of  the  everlafting  Sabbath,  an  earned  of 
that  reft  which  remains  for  the  people  of  God.  And  is  it  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  holy  and  righteous  Governor  of  the  world 
would  countenance  his  creatures  in  a  fuperftition  of  their  own 
contrivance,  to  the  open  and  weekly  negledt  of  a  plain  and  pofi- 
tive  law!  No  furely  :  Thefe  tokens  of  the  Divine  prefence 
and  favour  difpenfed  on  this  day,  are  fare  indications  that  this  is 
the  day  which  God  himfelf  hath  made,  and  which  he  hath  fe~ 
parated,  by  his  authority,  for  the  Chriftian  Sabbath... 

Thus  have  I  finHhed  the  thing  firft  propofed  in  this  difcourfe 
which  was  to  inquire  how  far  the  precept  in  the  text  is  binding 
on  us  :  and  I  hope  I  have  find  enough  to  fatisfy  every  unpreju¬ 
diced  mind,  that  it  is  ft  ill  in  force,  as  to  the  great  fcope,  and 
defign  of  it  :  and  that  the  change  of  the  day;  which  is  only 
circumfta.ntial,  bears  fuch  evident  marks  of  divine  authority,  as 
fufficiently  juftify  the  uniform  opinion,  and  uninterrupted 
pra&ice,  of  all  the  Chriftian  churches.— -I  proceed  now  to  the- 

Second  thing  propofed,  Which  was  to  fhow  how  this  com¬ 
mandment  ought  to  be  kept  or  obferved.  u  Remember  the 

Sabbath  day,  to  keep  it  holy/’ 

This,  as  it  is  the  firft,  fo  it  is  likewife  the  principal  and  m oft 
important  branch  of  the  precept.  Nay,  the  full  fcope  and  de¬ 
fign  of  the  law  is  probably  exprefled  in  thefe  few  fignvficant 
words.  For  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the  bodily  reft  or 
ceffation  from  labour,  which  is  afterwards  enjoined,  derives  its 
fubferviency  to  thofe  fpiritual  exercifes  by  which  the  Sabbath  is 
moft  eminently  fandtified  :  and  that  it  ought  principally  to  be 
confidered  as  a  defcription  of  the  means  to  aid  us  in  the  duties 
of  religious  worfhip.  I  think  it  proper  to  mention  this  dif- 
tindtion,  becauie  fome  have  contended,  that  reding  from  la¬ 
bour  is  all  that  is  meant  by  peeping  holy  tlx  Sabbath  :  but 
furely  it  cannot  be  thought  that  God,  who  is  a  pure  and  holy 
Spirit,  would  deliver  a  law  with  fuch  folemnity,  for  fo  mean 
and  low  a  purpofe  as  this.  He  who  fo  frequently  declares,  that 
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the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  his  own  appointment  were  no  far¬ 
ther  acceptable  ro  him  than  as  they  reprefented  fpiritual  blef- 
Tings  and  were  improved  for  promoting  internal  purity,  cannot  be 
fuppofed  to  take  pleafure  in  mere  inactivity,  or  to  have  appoint* 
ed  a  weekly  day  of  reft,  folely  for  the  indulgence  of  the  body. 
Befides,  this  expreffion  of  fanflijying  pr  keeping  holy>  not  only 
imports  a  reparation  from  common  ufe,  but  likewife  a  confer 
cration  lb  a  facred  or  a  religious  ufe.  In  this  fenfe  it  is  always 
employed  in  the  Old  Teftament,  either  when  it  is  applied  to 
the  perfons  of  the  priefts,  or  to  veifels  of  the  fanCtuary  ;  and 
no  reafon  can  be  given  why  it  (hould  be  taken  in  a  lower  fenfe 
here,  or  why  it  (hould  import  any  thing  lefs  than  that  the  day 
is  fet  apart  for  the  fervice  of  God,  and  ought  to  be  employed 
in  the  duties  of  religious  worfhip. — I  {hall,  in  the 

replace,  Give  you  a  gewjral  account  of  thefe  duties.  And 
then  we  (hall  fee  more  clearly,  in  the 

2d  place.  What  things,  ought  to  be  avoided  by  us,  as  incon* 
fiftent  with  the  fcope  and  defign  of  this  commandment. 

In  general,  then,  we  are  bound  to  fanClify  this  day,  by  a f* 
fembling  together  for  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  that  as  many 
as  can  conveniently  meet  in  one  place  may  join  in  paying  ho¬ 
mage  to  their  common  Lord  ;  and  thus  contribute  their  en¬ 
deavours  to  make  him  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  around 
them.  For  this  we  ought  to  prepare  ourfelves,  by  the  more 
private  exercifes  of  family  worlhip.  And,  becaufe  our  hearts 
are  naturally  indifpofed  for  fuch  divine  and  heavenly  employ¬ 
ments,  it  is  both  reafonable  and  neceffary,  that  each  perfon 
apart  (hould  fpend  a  competent  time  in  reading  and  meditating 
©n  the  word  of  God,  and  implore  his  prefence  and  his  blefling* 
by  humble  prayer,  in  the  fecret  retirements  of  the  clofet.  It 
will  alfo  be  of  con/iderable  ufe,  to  render  thefe  feveral  kinds 
of  religious  worfhip  more  beneficial  to  us,  that  when  occasion 
offers  we  (hould  difeourfe  together  on  divine  fubjecls,  in  order 
to  increafe  our  knowledge  of  fpiritual  things,  and  to  fix  upon 
cur  minds  a  more  liveiy  fenfe  of  God  and  our  duty. 

ijtf,  I  fay,  we  are  bound  to  fanCtify  this  day,  by  a  pundual 
and  devout  attendance  upon  the  public  ordinances  of  religion, 
affembling  together  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  to  offer  up  the 
facrifices  of  prayer  and  praife  to  hear  his  word  explained  and 
applied  $  and  efpecially  to  partake,  as  often  as  we  have  opportu¬ 
nity,  of  the  holy  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  the  memo¬ 
rial  of  our  Saviour’s  death,  and  the  pledge  of  his  fecond  com¬ 
ing.  Jn  fuch  duties  as  thefe  did  the  people  of  God  in  former 
times  chiefly  employ  themfelves  on  the  holy  Sabbath.  Under 


SERMON  XVII, 


*73 


the  old  difpenfation,  facrifices  were  offered,  and  inccnfc  burnt 
m  the  temple,  and  the  law  was  pubiickly  read  and  explained* 
both  at  Jerufalem  and  other  cities  of  Judea,  where  fynapogues 
were  built  for  that  very  end.  After  the  refurreclion  oi  Chrht, 
.the  Apoflles  and  primitive  Chriflians  met  together  flateJiy  oa 
the  firft  day  of  the  week,  that  they  might  join  in  celebrating 
that  great  and  propitous  event,  and  in  performing  wtli^ t 
a£ls  of  focial  religion.  And  ought  not  we  to  ianblify  the 
Lord’s  day  in  the  fame  manner  ?  We  are  bleffed  with  the  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  gofpel  regularly,  and  I  hope,  purely  difp^nfea. 
We  have  places  fet  apart  for  public  worfhip,  and  are  countenanced, 
in  the  exercife  of  it  by  lawful  authority  j  and  therefore  it  niu.it 
difeover  a  ftrange  perverfenefs  of  temper,  and  an  unpardonable 
contempt  both  of  God  and  man  to  withdraw  from  the  pi  ice  o£ 
public  worfhip,  and,  on  any  pretence  whatsoever,  to  refute  to 
bear  a  part  in  fuch  a  becoming  and  rational  fervice. — But, 

2 dlyy  That  the  public  worfhip  may  have  a  greater  efficacy* 
and  that  our  minds  may  be  better  difpofed  to  enter  into  it,  it  is 
the  duty  of  each  family  apart  to  fpend  fometime  both  before  and 
after  the  public  fervice,  in  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  in 
joining  together  in  prayer  and  thankfgiving  to  God.  Were  this 
pradlifed  in  a  ferious  and  devout  manner,'  we  might  expefl  to 
fee  better  days,  and  more  fruitful  and  joyful  Sabbaths  than 
any  we  have  yet  feen.  A  congregation  compoied  of  a 
number  of  holy  families,  juft  come  from  converfing  with 
God  at  home,  to  worfhip  him  together  in  the  houfe  of  pray¬ 
er,  would  be  indeed  a  lovely  fight,  and  could  not  fail  to  be 
honoured  with  the  fpecial  marks  of  divine  favour.  We  have 
fome  illuflrious  examples  of  family-religion  recorded  in  the  Old 
Teflament ;  but  what  chiefly  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of 
Chriflians,  is,  that  our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf  was  pleafetl  to 
become  a  pattern  to  us  in  this  matter.  In  the  intervals  of 
his  public  work,  we  find  him  frequently  retiring  with  his  lit¬ 
tle  family  praying  with  them  and  teaching  them  to  pray,  and 
inftrudting  them  in  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God  ; 
in  this,  as  in  all  other  things,  leaving  us  an  examp e  that 
we  fhould  follow  his  fleps.  Ffanily  religion,  therefore,  a  du¬ 
ty  incumbent  on  us  at  ail  times,  muff  be  in  a  very  peculiar 
manner  feafonable  and  neceffary  on  the  holy  Sabbath.  It  de- 
ferves  our  notice,  too,  that  this  command  is  particularly  ud~ 
drelfed  to  heads  of  families,  and  as  they  are  exprefsly  enjoin¬ 
ed  to  fuller  nothing  to  be  done  by  any  under  their  infpedlfou, 
which  is  inconfiftent  with  the  due  obfervance  oi  the  Sabbath 
ibis  injunction  plainly  implies,  that,  in  their  ftation  and 
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character,  they  ought  to  employ  their  natural  authority,  as 
well  as  every  other  means,  to  promote  the  great  ends  of  this 
holy  commandment. — I  add,  in  the 

3 ^  place,  That  as  our  hearts  are  naturally  indifpofed  for 
ipnitual  exeicifes,  we  ought  each  of  us,  by  ©urfelves,  to  make 
confcience  of  the  fecret  duties  of  the  clofet.  There  we  ought 
to  meditate  on  the  marvellous  works  of  God ;  on  his  glori« 
oils  perfections,  as  they  are  difplayed  to  us,  in  creation,  pro¬ 
vidence,  and  redemption  ;  above  all,  on  that  great  myflery 
of  godlinefs,  God  manifeif  in  the  flefh,  juftified  in  the 
€i  Spirit,  feen  of  angels,  preached  unto,  the  Gentiles,  believ- 
ed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory.”  In  this  facred 
retirement,  we  ought  to  revolve  in  our  minds  the  various  Heps 
of  our  Lord’s  humiliation  from  his  birth  at  Bethlehem  to  his 
burial  on  Mount  Calvary.  Thence  we  fhould  proceed  to 
view  the  triumphs  of  his  crofs,  where  he  bruifed  the  old  fer- 
pent’s  head,  u  finifhed  tranfgreflion,  made  reconciliation  for 
iniquity,  and  brought  in  everlallmg  righteoufnefs.J,  To 
confirm  our  faith,  and  increafe  our  joy,  our  meditations  ought 
to  follow  this  mighty  Conqueror,  and  to  contemplate  him 
breaking  the  bands  of  death,  and  riling  from  the  grave  on  this 
firfl  day  of  the  week,  afcending  up  to  heaven  in  the  fight  of 
his  difciples,  and  fitting  on  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father  , 
from  whence  he  fhall  come  in  power  and  great  glory,  to  judge 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs  according  to  this  Gofpel  which  is 
now  preached  in  his  name.  When  by  fuch  meditations  as 
thefe  our  hearts  are  warmed  and  enlivened,  we  fhould  then 
with  all  humility  and  reverence  approach  the  throne  of  grace  : 
imploring  thofe  mercies  which  we  need  for  ourfelves,  and 
begging  a  divine  bleffing  to  accompany  the  outward  means  of 
grace,  that,  with  our  fellow-worlhippers,  we  may  be  made  to 
tafte  of  the  fatnefs  of  his  houfe,  and  may  find  his  ordinances 
to  be  indeed  the  wifdoin  and  the  power  of  God,  i(  the  favour 
“  of  life  unto  life,  to  our  fouls. — The 

4 ih  and  lajl  particular  which  I  mention,  is  mutual  con¬ 
ference  upon  divine  things.  This  is  of  great  ufe  to  make  the 
truths  of  religion  plain  and  familiar  to  us.  It  ftirs  up  our  af- 
fedtions,  and  makes  our  knowledge  more  lively  and  more  ope. 
native,  both  on  our  hearts  and  lives.  It  confirms  and  (Length¬ 
ens  our  faith,  and  brings  much  joy  and  comfort  to  our  fouls, 
by  (flowing  us,  that  as  face  anfwereth  to  face  in  water,  fo 
doth  the  heart  of  one  true  Chriftian  to  that  of  another.  In 
this  exercife  holy  men  of  old  have  employed  themfelves,  and 
met  with  lingular  tokens  of  divine  favour  and  acceptance. 
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At  no  time  furely  can  fuch  conference  be  more  feafonable 
than  on  the  Chriftian  Sabbath  :  and  it  is  owing  probably  to 
the  negleft  of  this,  that  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  o- 
the  r  parts  of  public  religious  fervice,  are  fo  generally  fruitlefs 
and  unfuccefsfuh  I  have  thus  given  you  a  general  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  Sabbath  ought  to  be  famElifiecL 
In  the  next  difcourfe  I  fhall  confider  the  prohibitory  patt  of  the 
commandment,  and  endeavour  to  enforce  the  ©bfervaxlce  of  it 
by  fome  motives  and  arguments. 
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Exodus  xx.  8. 

Remember  the  Zallath  dayy  to  keep  it  holy . 
[The  2d  Sermon  on  this  Text.j 


I  HAVE  already  endeavoured  to  prove,  that  we  are  ftri&ly 
bound  by  this  divine  precept  to  keep  one  day  in  feven  holy 
to  the  Lord  ;  and  that  the  change  of  the  Sabbath,  from  the  fe~ 
venfh  to  the  firft  day  of  the  week,  on  which  our  Lord  rofe  from 
the  dead,  bears  fuch  evident  fignatures  of  divine  authority,  as 
are  fufficient  to  juflify  the  uniform  opinion,  and  uninterrupted 
•practice,  of  all  the  Chriftian  churches  in  this  matter.  I  have 
alfo  endeavoured  to  explain  the  commandment  itfelf,  and  to  give 
you  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Sabbath  ought  to 

be  fandtified.- - 1  now  proceed  to  confider  the  prohibitory  part 

of  the  commandment,  and  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of  it,  by 
iome  motives  and  arguments. 

The  prohibition  chiefly  refpedfs  bodily  labour.  c<  The  Sab¬ 
bath-day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God,”  faith  the  Su¬ 
preme  Lawgiver  ;  «  in  it  thou  (halt  not  do  any  work.’’  It  is 
expreflui,  you  fee,  in  very  ftrong  and  abfolute  terms,  and  was 
for  a  long  time  underftood  by  the  Jews  in  a  very  rigid  fenfe. 
an  fo  much  that  they  thought  it  even  unlawful  to  defend  their 
lives  when  they  were  attacked  by  their  enemies  on  that  day.-- 
So  univerfally  did  this  opinion  prevail  among  them  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  wars  of  the  Maccabees,  that,  in  fome  inftan- 
ces,  it  proved  fatal  to  many  of  them.  But  this  was  afterward, 
by  the  univerfal  confent  of  the  learned  in  their  law,  declared  to 
be  a  miltake  :  and  indeed,  from  the  defign  of  the  precept, 
from  other  pafTages  of  Scripture,  and  especially  from  our  Sav¬ 
iour’s  inftrinftion  and  example,  it  appears,  that  fome  kinds  of 
work  are  perfectly  confiftent  with  the  reft  which  is  here  enjoin¬ 
ed.  Of  this  nature  are  works  of  neceflity,  u  c.  works  which 

cannot 
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^tmot  be  done  the  day  before,  nor  delayed  till  the  day  follow¬ 
ing.  Thus,  for  inftance,  fhould  a  fire  break  out  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  we  may  and  ought  to  life  every  mean  to  extinguifh  it. 
Should  our  enemies  attack  us,  it  is  lawful  to  refill  them  :  if  we 
are  at  a  diftance  from  church,  we  may  travel  as  far  as  is  necef- 
fary,  in  order  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  to  join  with  others 
in  public  worfhip.  For,  as  our  Saviour  tells  us,  a  The  Sab- 
U  bath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for  the  Sabbath  and 
the  means  are  never  to  be  fet  above  the  end  ;  nor  is  relting  on 
the  Sabbath  to  be  interpreted  fo  as  to  exclude  the  religious  em¬ 
ployment  of  it. 

In  like  manner,  works  of  charity  and  compaffion  are  lawful 
on  this  day.  Our  Lord  wrought  many  miracles  of  mercy  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  vindicated  his  condudl  againft  thofe  who 
found  fault  with  him,  by  fuch  maxims  as  plainly  fhow,  that 
offices  of  chanty  arc  not  only  allowable  but  pvaifeworthy,  and 
are  perfedlly  confident  with  the  reft  which  is  here  enjoined. 

But  then  it  is  absolutely  unlawful  to  purfue  our  worldly  bufi¬ 
nefs  on  this  day  ;  becaufe  this  thwarts  the  great  end  and  defign 
of  the  commandment,  which  ordains  the  feventh  part  of  our 
time  to  be  llatedly  employed  in  the  immediate  fervice  of  God, 
that  we  may  thereby  become  better  acquainted  with  him,  and 
may  become  more  fit  for  an  eternal  communion  with  him  in 
heaven.  The  very  intention  of  the  law  is  to  fet  apart  a  certain 
proportion  of  our  time  for  the  care  of  our  fouls  ;  which,  amidft 
the  hurry  of  our  fecular  affairs,  we  are  too  apt  to  negledl. 

To  apply  ourfelves  therefore  to  our  ordinary  bufinefs  on  the 
Sabbath,  to  talk  of  it,  or  even  to  fpend  our  thoughts  on  it,  is 
doing  what  we  can  to  fruftrate  the  gracious  defigns  of  the  Law¬ 
giver,  and  muft  neceffarily  be  of  infinite  hurt  and  prejudice  to 
our  fouls.  And  if  our  worldly  employments,  which  are  not 
only  Iawfnl,  but  even  necefiary  on  other  days  of  the  week,  are 
criminal  on  this  day.  you  will  eafily  perceive,  that  fports  and  re¬ 
creations  muft  certainly  be  confidered  as  included  in  the  pro¬ 
hibition  :  for  thefe  are  ftill  more  oppofite  to  the  proper  bufinefs 
of  the  Sabbath,  and  have  not  the  remoteft  pretence  either  to 
neceffity  or  ufefulnefs.  To  have  recourfe  to  amufements  on  this 
day,  is  wantonly  to  throw  away  our  time,  without  any  advan¬ 
tage  ,  and  carries  in  it  a  plain  declaration,  that  we  have  no  re- 
liih  for  fpirituai  things  \  and  that  rather  than  think  of  God,  and 
the  concerns  of  our  fouls,  we  will  banifh  reflection  altogether, 
and  ftudy  to  forget  both  God  and  ourfelves.  It  was  the  judg- 
mentof  one  of  the  fathers,  that  it  was  mote  lawful  to  plough 
than  to  dance  on  the  Lord’s  day  $  and  the  fame  thing  may  be 
Vo l.  II.  A  a  °  laid 
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ftid  of  all  other  diver fions,  which  entirely  withdraw  us  from 
the  bufmefs  of  religion,  and  will  not  fuffer  our  minds  to  be 
ferious  and  cotnpofed.  If  it  is  criminal  to  work  or  to  labour  on 
this  day,  it  muff  evidently  be  dill  more  fo  to  wafte  the  time  in 
carnal  mirth,  or  in  indolence  and  floth,  or  in  vain  and  trifling 
amufements.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  foreign  to  religion,  or 
has  not  a  direft  tendency  to  glorify  God,  and  advance  our  own 
fpiritual  interefl,  ought  carefully  to  be  avoided  on  this  holy  day, 
as  we  regard  the  approbation  of  God,  and  our  own  prefent  and 
eternal  happinefs. 

Having  thus  laid  your  duty  in  this  matter  before  you,  it  only 
remains,  in  the 

Third  and  laji  place,  That  I  enforce  the  pra£tice  of  it  by 
fome  motives  and  arguments.— And, 

ifly  Allow  me  to  obferve,  that  though  this  commandment 
were  to  be  confidered  as  a  mere  pofitive  inflitution,  or  only  as 
a  tefl  of  our  obedience  and  fubje£lion  to  God  ;  yet  the  portion 
of  time  which  is  thereby  feparated  from  common  ufe,  is  fo  very 
moderate,  that  we  have  not  the  remotefl  caufe  to  complain  of  it. 
I  am  even  perfuaded,  that  were  God  to  refer  the  matter  to  our- 
felves,  and,  after  having  reprefented  that  he  had  brought  us  in¬ 
to  being,  and  would  allow  us  a  certain  term  of  life  in  his  world, 
were  to  afk  us  what  portion  of  our  time  we  would  freely  refign 
to  his  difpofal,  as  an  acknowledgement  of  his  righteous  title  to 
the  whole,  we  fliould  be  afhamed  to  offer  fo  little  as  he  hath 
been  pleafed  to  demand.  I  am  apt  to  think,  that,  infiead  of 
every  feventh  day,  we  fliould  have  thought  every  other  day,  or 
the  full  half  of  our  time,  the  lead  that  could  be  offered  in  re¬ 
turn  for  fuch  undeferved  goodnefs.  Put  the  cafe,  that  any  of 
you  were  lying  on  a  death-bed,  and  God  fliould  fay  to  you, 
How  much  of  your  time  will  you  confecrate  to  my  fervice  in 
f  uture,  if  I  fhall  now  be  pleafed  to  reftore  you  to  health  again  ? 
I  fuppofe  moft  of  you  would  reply,  without  any  hefitation, 
Lord,  I  make  no  conditions:  I  put  mvfelf  wholly  into  thy 
hands:  demand  of  me  whatfoever  thou  wilt.  Hcnr  how  He- 
zekiah  expreffeth  himfelf,  after  his  miraculous  recovery  from  a 
deadly  difeafe  (Ifa,  xxxvii.  19,  20.),  “  The  living,  the  living, 
“  he  fhall  praife  thee  as  I  do  this  day.  The  father  to  the  chil- 

dren  fhall  make  known  thy  truth.  The  Lord  was  ready  to 
cc  fave  me  *,  therefore  we  will  fmg  my  fongs  to  the  ftringed  in* 

ftruments  all  the  days  of  our  life  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord.” 
He  doth  not  limit  his  resolutions  of  thankfgiving  and  praiie  to 
the  Sabbath  day  >  he  thought  all  the  days  of  his  life  a  tribute 
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of  confecrated  time  fmall  enough  in  return  for  the  goodnefs 
which  had  refcued  him  from  the  grave.  And  is  it  poifible, 
that  any  one  of  us  fhould  judge  one  day  in  feven  too  much,  even 
though  the  duties  required  on  it  were  in  their  own  nature  difa- 
greeable,  and  had  nothing  to  recommend  them  but  the  mere 
authority  of  the  Lawgiver  ?  Nay,  my  brethren,  I  final  1  put  the 
cafe  a  little  ftronger.  Suppofe  yourfelves  in  the  immediate  proi- 
pe£f  of  death,  either  by  ficknefs  or  by  fome  external  caufe,  and 
that  God  {hould  fay  to  you  in  thefe  circumdances,  I  will  lave 
you  from  this  danger,  on  condition  that  every  feventh  day  you 
will  quietly  fubmit  to  the  torments  of  fome  acute  diftemper,  as 
long  as  I  (hall  continue  you  in  the  world.  Bo  you  imagine  that 
you  would  reject  thefe  terms  ?  God  knows,  and  yourfelves 
know,  that  you  would  not  reject  them  ;  the  offer  would  appear 
too  good  to  be  refufed.  If  God  then  requires  nothing  more  fe- 
vere  than  this,  your  own  reafon  mud  tell  you  that  there  is  no 
caufe  to  complain.  But  what  are  the  duties  which  God  requires 
of  us  ?  Are  they  difagreeable  in  their  own  nature  ?  Have  they 
no  value  or  excellence  in  themfelves  ?  On  the  contrary,  they 
are  infinitely  fit  and  reafonable,  and  every  way  calculated  to 
give  the  trued  fatisfadtion,-  the  mod  fublime  pleafure,  to  the 
foul  of  man.— This  I  fhall  date  as  a 

2 d  argument  for  enforcing  obedience  to  the  commandment  in 
the  text.  What  can  be  more  rational  or  delightful  to  a  well- 
formed  mind,  than  to  contemplate  the  wonderful  works  of  God 
in  creation,  providence,  and  grace  ?  What  can  be  more  becom¬ 
ing,  than  to  join  with  others  in  adoring  the  perfections  of  the 
Father  of  our  fpirits,  and  in  aferibing  that  glory  which  is  due  to 
his  name  ?  Can  any  thing  be  more  pleafant,  than  to  retire  from 
the  hurry  of  a  vain  world,  that  without  referve  we  may  pour 
out  our  hearts,  and  lay  open  the  fecret  defires  of  our  fouls,  in 
the  prefence  of  that  great  Being,  whofc  nature  difpofeth  him 
to  pity  us,  and  whofe  power  enables  him  to  bedow  upon  us,  in 
the  fuiled  and  mod  effeQual  manner,  every  blefling  that  can 
promote  our  mod  important  intereds  ?  Can  any  entertainment 
be  more  rational,  more  truly  divine,  than  to  read  the  lively  ora¬ 
cles  of  God,  and  to  converfe  with  our  feliow  Chridians,  upon 
the  mod  intereding  of  all  fubjedts,  the  falvation  of  our  fouls, 
and  the  means  of  fecuring  an  “  inheritance  incorruptible  and 
“  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away  ?”  One  fhould  think  that 
a  bare  counfel,  nay,  even  a  permiflion,  to  fpend  one  day  in  fe¬ 
ven  in  fuch  pleafant  and  profitable  exercifes,  would  be  regarded 
as  a  fingular  privilege  that  dsferved  our  warmed  returns  of  gra¬ 
titude  and  praife.  The  force  of  this  argument  is  not  weakened 
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becaufe  thofe  who  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  God  have  n<& 
relifti  [for  the  pleafures  which  arife  from  the  exercifes  of  de¬ 
votion.  It  is  not  the  reafon  of  the  thing  which  leads  the  de« 
praved  mind  to  account  “  the  Sabbath  a  wearinefs,”  or  to  fay, 
<c  When  will  the  Sabbath  be  over  ?,?  After  fix  days  fpent  in 
provifion  for  the  body,  is  one  day  too  long  to  care  for  the  foul  ? 
Nay,  after  deducing  the  time  which  is  necefiarily  employed  m 
ileeping,  and  eating,  and  drinking,  can  we  not  find  as  much 
in  God,  in  Cbrift,  an  £  in  heaven,  as  may  afford  us  entertain¬ 
ment  for  the  fcanty  remainder  of  twenty-four  hours  ?  Alas  my 
brethren,  how  (hall  we  employ  an  everlafting  Sabbath,  if  one 
Sabbath  in  the  week  is  fo  tedious  and  burdenfomc  l  Can  thofe 
be  candidates  for  immortal  glory,  who  think  one  day  too  long 
for  the  wo^k  of  heaven,  unlefs  they  relieve  themfelves  by  cop- 
fuming  the  greater  part  cf  it  in  idle  converfation  or  trifling  a- 
mufements  ? - My 

3 d  argument  to  enforce  this  commandment,  lhali  be  taken 
from  the  many  advantages  winch  flow  from  the  religious  ob« 
fervance  of  the  Sabbath.  Hereby  we  fnall  obtain  the  bleffing 
of  God,  according  to  that  large  and  comprehenfive  promife, 
Ifaiah  lviii.  13,  14.  i(  If  thou  turn  away  thy  font  from  the 

Sabbath  from  doing  thy  pleafure  on  my  holy  day,  and  call 
«  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of  the  Lord  honourable,  and 
«  (halt  honour  him,  not  doing  thine  own  ways,  nor  finding 
*c  thine  own  pleafure,  nor  fpeaking  thine  own  words,  then  (halt 
“  thou  delight  thyfeif  in  the  Lord,  and  I  will  caufe  thee  to 
«  ride  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feed  thee  with  the 
(f  heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father,  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord 
«  hath  fpoken  it.*’  If  we  honour  God  on  this  feparate  day, 
which  he  claims  as  his  fpecial  property,  then  may  we  expe£t 
to  be  honoured  by  him  on  the  other  days  of  the  week,  which 
he  hath  given  us  for  our  own  ufe.  The  truth  of  this  hath  been 
frequently  experienced  by  the  people  of  God  *,  and  among  thefe, 
too,  by  feme  of  the  moft  eminent  chara&er,  not  only  for  piety, 
but  alfo  for  learning  and  tafte,  and  knowledge  of  the  world. 
1  fhall  mention  one  who  was  highly  refpe&ed  in  his  own  time, 
and  whofe  chara&er  and  writings  are  to  this  day  univerfally  ef- 
teemed.  The  learned  Judge  Hales,  fpeaking  of  his  experi¬ 
ence  on  this  fubjedl,  hath  thefe  words  :  “  I  have  found, ’’  faith 
he,  “  by  a  ftridl  and  diligent  obfervation,  that  a  due  obferving 
5C  the  duty  of  this  day,  hath  ever  had  joined  to  it  a  bleifing  up- 
*<  on  the  reft  of  my  time  ;  and  the  week  that  hath  been  fo 
«  begun,  hath  been  bleffed  and  profperous  to  me.  And,  on 
«  the  other  fide,  when  I  have  been  negligent  of  the  duties  of 
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c<  this  day,  the  reft  of  the  week  hath  been  unfuccefsful  and  tin- 
cc  happy  to  my  fecular  employments  ;  fo  that  I  could  eaftly 
*«  make  an  eftimate  of  my  fuccefles  in  my  own  fecular  employ¬ 
ee  meats  the  week  following,  by  the  manner  of  my  palling  this 
«  day.  And  this,”  adds  he,  «  I  do  not  write  lightly  or  incon- 
«  fiderately,  but  upon  a  long  and  found  obferyation  and  ex  peri- 
ence.”  Nay,  the  right  observance  of  this  duty  will  p-ocmc 
national  as  well  as  perional  bieffings  •  tor  fc  God  pro’! ailed  to 
his  ancient  church  (Jer.  xvii.  24,  25.),^  Ye  niligeutjy  heark¬ 
en  unto  me,  to  bring  in  no  burden  tnrough  the  gates  of  this 
«  city  on  the  Sabbath  day,  but  hallow  the  SaMrth  day,  to  do  no 
«  work  therein  *,  then  (hall  there  enter  into  the'  gate  of  this  city, 
s<  kings  and  princes  fitting  upon  the  throne  of  David,  riding  in 
«  chariots,  and  on  horfes,  they  and  their  princes,  the  men  of  ju- 
«  dah,  ana  the  inhabitants  of  jerufalem,and  this  city  {hall  remain 
«  for  ever.”  I  do  not  mean  by  thefe  arguments  to  bribe  you  into 
a  mercenary  or  political  obfervance  of  the  Chriftian  Sabbath. 
Should  you  fpend  the  whole  day  in  reading,  praying,  praifing,  or 
any  other  forms  of  religious  worfhip,  merely,  or  even  principally 
from  a  regard  to  your  own  private  filtered,  or  the  public  proiperi- 
ty  of  the  nation  to  which  you  belong,  I  mail:  be  fo  faithful  as  to 
tell  you,  that  it  would  not  be  accepted.  Nay,  God  would  plumber 
thefe  hypocritical  fervices  among  your  mod  provoking  fins. — 
For  it  is  the  heart  which  God  requires  4,  and  if  that  be  with¬ 
held,  he  will  accept  of  no  outward  homage.  But  I  mention 
thefe  things  to  {how  you,  that  Sabbath-breakers  mu  ft  be  utterly 
inexcufable,  when  they  tranfgrefs  a  law,  which  is  not  only  mod 
reafonable  in  itfelf,  but  which  hath  alfo  peculiar  promifes  an¬ 
nexed  to  it,  of  temporal  profp-erity  and  hap.pin.efs. - —And  with 

the  fame  view,  I  am  now  going  to  add  a 

4 th  confideration  for  enforcing  obedience  to  this  command¬ 
ment,  namely,  That  the  tranfgreffion  of  it  is  attended  with 
many  fad  and  fatal  consequences.  God  hath  frequently  pun  fill¬ 
ed  this  fin,  by  inflicting  very  awful  judgments  both  upon  focic- 
ties  and  particular  perfons.  There  was  an  exprefs  ftatute  in  the 
J e with  law,  appointing  the  Sabbath-breaker  to  be  put  to  death. 
(Exod.  xxxi.  12,  16.)  *,  and  this  puniihment  was  actually  in- 
flidted  upon  one  who  was  found  gathering  Ricks  on  that  holy 
day  :  "  All  the  congregation  brought  him  without  the  camp, 
fi  and  ftoned  him  with  ftones,  and  he  died,  as  the  Lord  com- 
c  manded  -Mofes,”  (Nam,  xv.  32,  37.)  How  alarming  is 
that  threatening,  (Jcrem.  xvii.  27.)  If  ye  will  not  hearken 
unto  me  to  hallow  the  Sabbath  day,  and  not  to  bear  a  bur- 
i(.  den,  even  entering  in  at  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  on  the  Snb- 
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fC  bath  day ;  then  will  I  kindle  a  fire  in  the  gates  thereof,  and 
u  u  devour  the  palaces  of  Jerufalern,  and  it  fiiall  not  be 
“  quenched. ”  Accordingly,  Nshemiah  imputes  all  the  calami¬ 
ties  which  befel  the  Jewifh  nation  to  this,  as  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  caufes  of  God’s  anger  againft  that  people.  c<  Then/*  faith 
he,  “I  contended  with  the  nobles  of  Judah,  and  faid  unto 
them,  What  evil  thing  is  this  that  ye  do,  and  profane  the 
**  Sabbath  day  ?  Did  not  your  fathers  thus,  and  did  not  our 
5<  God  bring  all  this  evil  upon  us,  and  -upon  this  city;  yet  v@ 
xt  bring  more  wrath  upon  Ifrael  by  profaning  the  Sabbat h.,>— 
And  I  am  verily  perfuaded,  that  many  of  the  national  calami¬ 
ties  with  which  we  have  been  vifited,  may  juftiy  be  attributed 
ta  the  fame  caufe.  Nor  is  it  greatly  to  be  wondered  at,  when 
we  confider,  that  this  fin  is  not  only  an  a<ft  of  rebellion  againft 
tne  authority  of  God,  but  alfo  a  bold  and  facrilegious  invafion 
or  his  property,  in  applying  to  common  ufe  that  proportion  of 
time  which  he  hath  referved  for  himfelf,  and  fet  apart  for  the 
immediate  exercifes  of  his  worfhip. 

But  befidcs  this,  the  abufe  or  negledf  of  the  Sabbath  muft  be 
attended  with  pernicious  confequences  on  feveral  other  accounts. 
To  this  gracious  inftitution  it  is  in  a  great  meaiure  owing  that 
any  lente  of  God  and  of  divine  things,  is  preferved  in  the 
world.  Were  this  day  rendered  common,  the  bulk  of  man¬ 
kind  would  loon  fink  into  Atheifm  or  utter  profanenefs. 
What  would  become  of  the  lower  ''ranks  in  fociety,  whole 
Servitude  and  bodilyneceflities  oblige  them  to  work  hard  for  daily 
bread,  were  it  not  for  this  feparated  day,  on  which  they  are  in-* 
vited  and  commanded  to  care  for  their  fouls  ?  I  am  even  afraid, 
that  the  tyranny  and  covetoufnefs  of  many  mafters  would  in¬ 
cline  them  to  deny  their  fervants  any  leifure  whatfoever,  either 
for  the  reft  of  their  bodies,  or  the  improvement  of  their  minds, 
had  not  God,  in  mercy,  made  a  law  for  one  day  of  reft  and 
liberty  in  the  week.  In  proportion  as  this  law  is  defpifed  an  d 
negledbed,  in  the  fame  proportion  will  religion  fall  into  decay, 
the  impreflions  of  God  become  feeble  and  languid  ;  while  ig¬ 
norance,  brutality,  oppreffion,  and  ail  the  evils  which  unre¬ 
strained  corruption  can  produce,  will  prevail,  and  render  this 
earth  the  very  fuburhs  of  hell. 

Thefe  are  all  the  arguments  which  I  {hall  at  prefent  ufe  with 
vou,  for  enforcing  the  obfervance  of  the  Chriftian  Sabbath.-— 

*  ,  _  o 

1  he  proportion  of  time  is  fo  moderate,  that  even  upon  the  iup- 
pofition  that  the  duties  required  were  painful,  there  could  be  no 
juft  caufe  of  complaint.  Yetfo  far  is  this  fuppoiition  from  be- 
ng  true,  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  work  ailigned  us  on  this 
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holy  day  is  moll  pleafant  and  delightful ;  infomuch  that  were 
our  minds  in  a  right  temper,  we  would  count  it  our  happinels 
to  fpend  our  whole  time,  nay,  a  whole  eternity,  in  fuch  heaven¬ 
ly  employment!,  Befide6,  the  religious  obfervance  of  this  holy 
day  is  accompanied  with  many  fignal  advantages,  and  is  a  mean 
of  deriving  the  bleiling  of  God,  both  upon  individuals  and 
communities ;  whereas  the  profanation  or  negleft  of  it,  is 
in  every  refpedl  pernicious,  both  to  particular  perfons  and 
to  focieties. 

And  if  thefe  things  are  fo,  how  many  who  now  hear  me, 
ought  to  blufh,  and  be  afhamed  to  lift  up  their  faces  either  be¬ 
fore  God  or  man  ?  But  as  reformation  is  the  great  objeft  which 
I  have  in  view,  I  fhall  fpare  the  reproof  which  I  once  intended 
to  give  ;  and  inftead  of  upbraiding  you  for  the  time  pad,  I  ilia  11 
rather  intreat  you,  by  the  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  of  Chrifl,  to 
behave  more  dutifully  for  the  time  to  come.  And  my  exhorta¬ 
tion  fhall  be  chiefly  diredled  to  parents  and  mailers  of  families, 
to  whom  the  commandment  feems  to  be  principally  addreiTed* 
It  is  true,  the  expreffion  “  within  thy  gates,”  may  relate  to  the 
gates  of  a  city,  as  well  as  of  a  particular  houfe  :  and  then  it 
would  intimate  to  us  this  truth,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  magiftrates 
to  fecure  the  obfervance  of  this  day,  by  the  exercife  of  that 
power  and  authority  with  which  their  public  flation  invefls  them* 
But  as  there  would  be  lefs  occafion  for  the  interpofuion  of  civil 
authority,  if  parents  and  heads  of  families  would  mind  their 
proper  work,  to  thefe  I  fhaii  more  diredfly  addrefs  what  I  have 
to  fay.  And  I  mull  tell  you  in  the  name  of  God,  that  you  are 
ftriclly  accountable,  not  only  for  your  own  condudl,  but  like- 
wife  for  the  condudl  of  all  within  your  houfes,  on  this  holy 
day.  Hear  how  the  commandment  runs  :  “  Remember  the 
t(  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy  :  fix  days  (halt  thou  labour 
<c  and  do  all  thy  work :  but  the  feventh  day  is  the  Sabbath 
*c  of  the  Lord  thy  God  :  in  it  thou  {halt  not  do  any 

work,  thou,  nor  thy  fon,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-fer- 

vant,  nor  thy  maid-fervant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor  the  flranger 
<c  that  is  within  thy  gates.”  You  fee  that  you  are  charged  with 
the  immediate  infpedlion,  not  only  of  your  children  and  fer- 
vants,  but  likewife  of  the  flranger  who  fojourns  with  you,  over 
whom  you  have  no  jurifdidlion  or  authority  through  the  reft  of 
the  week. 

I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  what  thofe  who  keep  houfes  of  pub¬ 
lic  entertainment  think  of  this  dodlrine.  A  refpedfful  complai¬ 
sance  and  readinefs  to  fervs,  are  the  general  duties  of  your 
ilation.  But  there  is  one  day  of  the  week  on  which  God  per¬ 
mits 
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Baits,  nay  commands  you  to  take  reft  to  yourfelves,  and  to  keep 
your  doors  ftiut  againft  the  idle  and  profane  of  what  rank  foe- 
ver,  and  to  reftrain  fuch  as  neceftity  brings  to  your  houfes 
from  every  tiling  that  is  profane,  either  in  fpeech  or  behaviour. 
If  any  (hall  queftion  your  authority,  this  precept  is  your  char¬ 
ter,  veiling  you  with  the  fame  power  over  the  ftranger  that  is 
within  your  gates,  as  over  your  own  children  and  fervants  ;  and 
even  charging  you  to  exercife  that  power,  as  you  would  not  in¬ 
cur  the  wrath  of  Almighty  God.  Did  you  know  that  you  pof- 
fefTed  fo  high  a  privilege  ?  I  hope,  for  your  own  fakes,  that  you 
did  not :  and  now  that  I  have  told  you  the  fecret,  I  pray  that 
God  may  give  you  wifdom  and  courage  to  improve  it. 

To  conclude  *.  Let  all  of  us  be  perfuaded  to  pay  a  proper  re® 
gard  to  this  divine  precept.  If  we  have  any  concern  for  the 
glory  of  God,  for  the  honour  of  our  Redeemer,  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  our  country,  or  for  our  own  comfort  and  happinefss 
cither  in  this  world,  or  the  world  to  come,  let  us  make  con¬ 
ference  of  the  important  duties  of  the  Lord's  day,  that  after  ha¬ 
ving  ftniihed  our  courfe  on  earth,  we  may  be  fixed  as  pillars  in 
the  temple  above,  and  may  fpend  an  eternal  Sabbath  in  the 
prefence  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb*  Amen, 
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ffien  David  returned  to  blefs  his  houjhold , 


EROM  the  example  of  this  great  and  good  man,  I  propofe 
to  recommend  to  you  the  important,  but  much  nejglefted 
,  of  family- worfhip.  And  I  haVe  chofen  the  example  of  a 
king,  for  two  reafons. 

iyf,  Becaufe  the  adtions  of  one  in  that  elevated  Ration  are 
commonly  more  regarded  than  thofe  of  a  meaner  perfon. — » 
The  poor  man’s  wifdom  is  defpifed,  and  his  words  are  not 
u  heard.  But  if  one  arrayed  in  royal  apparel  make  an  oration 
from  a  throne,  the  people  flhall  give  a  fhout,  faying,  “  It  is  the 
44  voice  of  a  god,  and  not  of  a  man.”  This  partial  regard  in¬ 
deed  is  a  fore  evil  under  the  fun  :  but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  is 
pofiible  to  bring  good  out  of  it,  by  making  that  pomp  or  fplen- 
dour,  which  fo  often  covers  the  deformity  of  vice,  a  mean  of 
throwing  luRre  upon  religion,  and  of  rendering  a  thing  fo  truly 
excellent  in  itfelf,  more  refpefiable  in  our  eyes- 

2 dly,  It  is  but  too  obvious,  that  the  negledf  of  family-worfhip 
prevails  chiefly  among  thofe  vyho  either  are,  or  imagine  themfelves 
to  be,  of  a  better,  rank  than  others  ;  hay,  fome  who  were  punc¬ 
tual  in  the  performance  of  this  duty  while  their  Ration  and  cir- 
cumRances  were  low,  have  been  obferved  to  lay  it  afide,  when, 
by  the  bounty  of  Providence,  their  Rate  became  more  profpe- 
roii.s.  This  prefents  us  with  a  very  melancholy  profpeft,  and 
threatens  nothing  lefs  than  the  utter  extin&ion  of  family-reli-. 
gion.  For  if  once  it  becomes  a  maxim,  that  this  duty  is  below 
the  rank  of  a  gentleman,  then  everyone  who  afledls  to.  be 
thought  of  that  rank  will  forbear  it.  In  this  cafe,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  forefee  where  the  evil  may  Rop  ;  as  there  are  few  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  world,  who  do  not  imagine  that  they  either  are,  or 
deferve  to  be,  of  equal  conflderation  with  their  neighbours.  I 
have  thereforethought  .it  ncceflary  to  pitch  upon  nothing  lower 
V 0 l. IL  B  b  than 
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than  a  royal  example,  that  the  vanity  of  no  man  may  take  it 
amifs  when  I  call  upon  him  to  follow  it. 

We  have  an  account,  in  the  preceding  verfes,  of  David’s 
bringing  up  the  ark  of  God  from  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom,  into 
his  own  city.  This  was  done  with  fhouting,  and  with  fehe  found 
of  the  trumpet  ;  the  king  himfelf,  girded  with  a  linen  ephod* 
attending  the  folemnity,  with  the  higheft  exprefhons  of  thank- 
fulnefs  and  joy.  When  the  ark  was  fet  in  its  place,  in  the 
midft  of  the  tabernacle  that  wras  prepared  for  it,  then  David,  as 
we  read  in  the  iythverfe,  offered  burnt-offerings  and  peace-of¬ 
ferings  before  the  Lord,  and  afterwards  difmiffed  the  afiembly 
with  prefents,  wThich  he  dealt  among  all  the  people,  having 
fir  ft  bicfled  them  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hofts.  This  he 
did  as  the  father  of  his  people.  But  he  did  net  flop  here.  The 
dutircs  of  his  public  office  and  character  did  not  make  him  for¬ 
get  what  was  incumbent  upon  him  in  his  private  capacity  :  for, 
as  my  text  informs  us,  “  Then  David  returned  to  biefs  his 

houfehold  i.  e .  to  pray  with-  them  and  for  them,  and  pro¬ 
bably  to  offer  up  his  family-thankfgivings  for  the  great  national 
mercy  which  he  had  been  celebrating  in  the  public  affembly. — - 
From  this  plain  and  inftruCtive  pa  flag  e  of  Scripture-hiftory,  I 
(hall  take  occafion,  in  the 

Firjl  place.  To  prove,  thft  it  is  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  all 
to  whom  God  hath  given  families,  to  worfhip  God  publicly  in 
their  own  houfes  \  or,  that  every  man  is  bound,  according  to 
the  example  of  David,  6(  to  biefs  his  houfehold. In  the 

Second  place,  I  (hall  fhew  you  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  duty. 
And  then,  in  the 

Third  place,  I  fhall  reprefent  to  you  the  advantages  which 
accompany  the  pra&ice  of  it,  and  the  pernicious  confequences 
which  muft  follow  from  the  negleft  of  it. 

I  begin  with  proving,  that  it  is  the  indifpenfable  duty  of  all 
to  whom  God  hath  given  families,  to  worfhip  God  publicly  in 
their  own  houfes.  This  is  a  truth  which  even  the  light  of  na¬ 
ture  doth  very  plainly  teach  us.  A  family  is  a  fociety  connect¬ 
ed  together  by  fuch  ftrldt  ties,  that  every  argument  for  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  private  prayer,  is  equally  eoncluflve  for  that  of  fami¬ 
ly  devotion.  Of  this  even  the  Heathens  were  fenflble  :  for  bo¬ 
lides  their  tutelar  deities,  who  were  fuppofed  to  prefide  over  ci¬ 
ties  and  nations,  ana  who  had  public  honours  paid  to  them  in 
that  charadler,  v/e  read  of  houfehold  gods,  whom  every  private- 
family  worshipped  at  home  as  their  immediate  guardians  and 
benefaCtors.  '  * 
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But  the  light  of  Scripture  affords  us  a  more  clear  and  fatisfy- 
ing  difcovery  of  our  obligations  to  this  duty,  as  well  as  of  the 
proper  manner  of  performing  it.  It  reveals  to  us  that  great 
Mediator,  by  whom  we  have  accefsto  the  throne  of  grace,  and 
through  whom  all  our  religious  fervices  are  accepted  by  God. — 
It  not  only  reprefents  prayer  as  a  privilege  which  we  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  ufe,  but  exprefsly  requires  it  as  a  duty  which  we  are 
bound  to  perform.  Thus  we  are  commanded,  In  every  thing, 
by  prayer  and  {application,  with  thankfgiving,  to  make  our 
i:  requefts  known  unto  God;  to  pray  always,  with  all  prayer 
and  fupplication  in  the  fpirit,  and  to  continue  in  prayer 
And  it  is  obfervable,  that  this  lad  exhortation  is  particularly  ad- 
dreffed  to  mailers  of  families,  as  you  may  read*  (Coloff  iy.  i, 
2<)  “  Mailers,  give  unto  your  fervants  that  which  is  juft  and 
equal,  knowing  that  ye  alfo  have  a  Mailer  in  heaven. The 
Apoftle  goes  on,  frill  addreffing  them  in  the  fame  character  ; 

Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in  the  fame,  with  thankfgiving.” 
In  the  fame  drain  Paul  writes  to  Timothy  (i  Tim.  ii.  8.),  “  I 
cc  will  therefore,  that  men  pray  every  where,  lifting  up  holy 
“  hands,  without  wrath  or  doubting.”  And  furely,  if  in  all 
places  men  ought  to  lift  up  holy  hands  unto  God,  much  more 
ought  they  to  do  fo  in  their  own  families,  which  are  immediate¬ 
ly  under  their  care,  andforwhofe  fpiritual  as  well  as  temporal 
intered  they  ought  to  be  chiefly  concerned.  Accordingly,  we 
learn  from  the  facred  hidory,  that  this  has  been  the  uniform 
pradlice  of  good  men  in  all  ages  of  the  world.  '  The  care  of  the 
ancient  Patriarchs,  to  keep  up  family  religion,  is  very  remarka¬ 
ble.  We  find  Abraham  rearing  up  altars  wherever  he  came  : 
And  for  what  fend  did  he  this,  but  that  on  thefe  altars  he  might 
offer  iacrifices,  and  call  upon  God  with  his  houfehold  ?  We 
have  another  bright  example  of  this  in  Job,  of  whom  we  read, 
(Job  i.  5.)  that  he  fent  for  his  fons  and  fandlined  them,  and 
<£  rofe  up  early  in  the  morning,  and  offered  burnt-offerings  for 
each  of  them  and  led  it  might  be  thought  that  his  family 
worihip  was  only  occafional  and  accidental,  it  is  added  at  the 
dole  of  ths  verfe,  <(  Thus  did  Job  continllaliyo,7  Nor  was  this 
peculiar  to  the  patriarchal  date,  when  each  family  was  a  church 
by  itielf ;  but  the  fame  good  pradtice  was  continued  after  the 
Jews  were  formed  into  a  national  church,  and  had  priefts  ap¬ 
pointed  to  preflde  in  the  public  worfliip.  Thus  jofhua  vowed, 
not  only  for  himfelf,  but  like  wife  for  his  houfe,  that  they  would 
ferve  the  Lord  :  which  plainly  imports  a  refolution  on  his  part, 
to  ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  make  his  family  do  fo  :  par¬ 
ticularly,  to  worfhip  God  before  them,  and  to  take  care  that 

none 
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none  iliould  dwell  iii  his  houfe,  who  would  not  join  in  this  ho^ 
ly  fervice.  The  example  of  David  in  the  text  is  abundantly 
plain  ;  for  though  he  had  priefts  and  Levites  about  him,  yet  he 
did  not  devolve  the  work  upon  them,  but  he  himfeif,  as  head 
and  mailer  of  the  houfe,  “  blefTed  his  ho^fehold.’, 

In  the  New  Tellament  writings  it  is  very  ufu%l  to  give  private 
families  of  devout  Chrillians  the  name  of  churches.  But  fur e- 
ly  this  would  have  been  a  moll  improper  appellation,  if  God 
Bad  not  been  publicly  acknowledged,  and  the  daily  facriftces  of 
prayers  and  praifes  had  not  been  offered  in  them. 

Thefe,  I  think,  are  fufficient  intimations  of  the  will  of  God 
in  this  matter  ;  and  may'  ferve  to  convince  any  man,  who 
acknowledgeth  the  divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures,  that  it  is 
the  unquellionable  duty  of  all  who  have  families.,  to  maintain 
the  wcrfhip  of  God  in  their  houfes.—The  reafonahtenef^  of  this 
duty  was  the  ” 

Second  thing  which  I  propofed  to  fhow :  and  this,  I  hope,  will, 
appear  from  the  following  conliderations. 

ij ?,  Families  are  natural  focieties,  formed  originally  by  God, 
and  held  together  by  his  providence.  Previous  to  all  civil  or 
religious  eftablilhments,  families  fubfifted.  All  thev  obliga¬ 
tions  which  are  incumbent  on  communities  of  any  kind,  were 
originally,  and  flili  Continue  to  be,  incumbent  on  particular  fa¬ 
milies.  Were  the  prefent  flate  of  fociety  to  be  diffolvecV  and 
the  patriarchal  flate  reftored,  it  is  evident,  that  family-worihip 
would  be  the  only  worfhip  of  God.  Is  it  poffible,  then,  that 
this  original  obligation  can  ever  be  cancelled  ?  W  hat  is  there  to 
be  plead  as  a  reafon  for  cancelling  it  ?  Will  you  fay,  that  the 
private  duty  is  fuperceded  by  the  public  ordinances  which  we 
have  the  opportunity  of  attending  ?  This  argument  might  as 
well  be  ufed  to  difprove  the  obligation  to  fecret  and  perfonal  de¬ 
votion  *,  and  therefore,  by  proving  too  much,  it  proves  nothing 
at  all.  '  For  can  any  perfon  ferioufly  be  of  opinion,  that  the 
providence  of  God  hath  bellowed  thefe  public  advantages  on 
us,  in  order  to  relax  the  obligations  which  we  owe  to  him  in 
our  houfes  and  in  our  clofets  ? — But, 

2 dly,  As  God  is  the  founder,  fo  he  is  likewife  the  gracious 
benefa&or  of  our  families.  All  the  bleffings  which  we  enjoy 
flow  from  his  bounty,  and  depend  entirely  on  his  favour. 
Surely,  then,  if  perfonal  bleflihgs  claim  the  private  acknow¬ 
ledgments  of  the  perfon  who  receives  them,  family-bleflings 
ought,  in  like  manner,  to  be  acknowledged  by  united  thanks¬ 
givings  in  our  houfehold.  Were  a  man,  having  a  numerous 

•  '  1  offspring. 
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Offspring,  to  receive  fame  Fignal  favour  from  an  earthly  bene- 
faQot,  by  which  his  circumftances  were  changed  from  mean- 
nefs  and  want,  to  an  eafy  or  a  decent  competence  ;  would  it 
hot  be  a  natural  acknowledgement  for  him  to  bring  his  family 
and  children  in  their  belt  apparel,  and  prefent  them  to  his  be- 
nefa£tor,  fed  and  clothed  with  his,  bounty,  to  offer  him  their 
united  thanks  ?  Would  not  fueh  a  fcene  be  delightful  on  both 
fides  ?  Would  it  not  be  enjoyed  as  a  very  lovely  appearance , 
even  by  a  mere  fpedlator  ?  And  is  there  lefs  beauty  or  proprie¬ 
ty  in  the  lame  acknowledgements  offered  to  the  God  in  whom 
we  live  and  breathe,  and  who  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  en¬ 
joy  ?  Doth  he  fet  the  hedge  of  bis  protection  around  us,  and 
defend  us  from  the  many  evils  to  which  we  are  continually  etc- 
pofed  ;  and  (hall  he  yet  have  no  tribute  of  praife  offered  up 
from  thofe  houfes  in  which  he  maketh  us  to  dwell  in  lafetv  ? 
How  difingenuous  and  u.nreafonable  muff  this  appear  to  every 
candid  and  grateful  mind  ! 

3 dly3  As  wre  receive  all  our  family-bleflings  from  God,  fo  we 
are  guilty  alfo  of  many  family-fins  againft  him,  and  ought  there¬ 
fore  to  join  together  in  the  penitent  confeffion  of  our  fins,  and 
in  deprecating  the  judgments  which  we  have  deferved.  In  a 
word,  whatever  reafon  there  is  for  (ingle  perfons  to  worfhip 
God,  there  is  the  fame  reafon  for  families  to  do  it.  As  there 
are  perfonal  (ins,  and  wants  and  mercies^  fo  there  are  family 
fins,  family  wants  and  troubles,  family  mercies  and  deliverer.* 
ces  i  and  therefore  it  muff  appear  highly  reaionable,  that  the 
members  of  each  family  {liould  unite  together  in  humiliation, 
and  prayer,  and  thankfgiving.  Thofe  who  fin  together,  fhould 
atk  forgivenefs  together  ;  and  thofe  who  receive  mercies  togeth¬ 
er,  fhould  join  in  praifing  their  common  benefaflor. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  fihow,  that  family-worfhip  is  not 
only  a  duty  by  virtue  of  the  divine  command,  but  is  fo  fit  and 
becoming  in  itfelf,  that  although  the  authority  binding  us  to  it 
were  lefs  apparent,  yet  every  man  who  allows  himfelf  to  think, 
muff  immediately  be  convinced,  by  his  own  reafon  and  con- 
fcience,  that  fuch  homage  is  certainly  due  to  God,  and  that 
they  are  highly  criminal  who  refufe  or  negledl  to  offer  it.- — I 
proceed  now,  in  the 

Third  place.  To  reprefen  t  to  you  the  manifold  advantages 
which  accompany  the  practice  of  this  duty,  and  the  pernicious 
eonfequences  which  flow  from  the  neglebt  of  it. 

ij.  Then,  the  practice  of  this  duty  would  be  of  great  ufe. 
io  promote  even  your  temporal  and  worldly  beereff.  I  add  refs 
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ynyfclf  to  you  who  are  parents  or  matters  ;  and  furely  thia 
confideration  mult  appear  in  your  own  eyes  to  merit  fome  re¬ 
gard.  I  need  not  ilay  to  prove  to  you,  that  your  profperity,  aa 
well  as  your  comfort,  depends  very  much  upon  the  dutiful  be¬ 
haviour  of  your  children,,  and  the  fidelity  of  your  fervants.— 
This,  I  fuppofe,  you  will  readily  acknowledge.  Now,  it  is 
evident  to  a  demonfiration,  that  nothing  can  contribute  more 
effectually  to  this,  than  the  good  pradlice  which  I  am  recom- 
mending  to  you.  Bring  the  fear  of  God  before  your  families* 
and  that  will  iecure  your  authority  better  than  any  thing  elfe 
can  do.  I  he  influence  of  a  religious  principle  wall  be  as  pow¬ 
erful  and  operative,  when  you  are  abfent  from  them  as  when 
you  are  preient,  becauie  God  is  always  prefent  •,  and  confe- 
quently  the  obedience  which  flows  from  a  regard  to  him,  muff; 
in  every  place  and  at  all  times  be  the  fame.  Hereby,  too,  you 
will  gain  -their  efleem  and.  love  *,  which  are  the  moft  powerful 
and  permanent  of  all  bonds  of  duty.  There  is  a  certain  ma- 
yeffy  in  the  image  of  God,  which  commands  reverence  to  it- 
fell',  even  from  the  word  of  men.  Thus,  we  are  told  of  He- 
rod  (Mark  vi.  2o  )}  that  he  feared  John,  becaufe.he  knew  him 
to  be  a  holy  and  a  guff  man.  And  if  this  wicked  prince  wras 
fo  muefi  overawed  by  the  exemplary  hojiaefs  of  a  mea»n  fubjeef, 
how  venerable  muff  a  devout  parent  or  mailer  appear  in  the 
eyes  of  Ins  own  family,  when,  befides  that  authority  which  his 
f fation  gives  him,  they  fee  him  adorned  with  that  piety  and  re¬ 
gard  to  God,  which  of  themfelves  would  dignify  him,  and  ren¬ 
der  him  worthy  of  thcii  efleem  and  honour  l  How  muff  it  en- 
dear  him  to  their  hearts,  to  behold  his  anxious  concern  for  their 
welfare  ;  to  hear  him  morning  add  evening  commending  them 
to  the  proteclion  of  Almighty  God,  imploring  the  pardon  of 
their  fins,  and  earneftly  foliciting  the  fame  bleffmgs  for  them 
which  he  begs  for  himfelf  ?  And  how  muff  this  efleem  and  love, 
influence  tneir  whole  behaviour,  and  make  them  not.  only  faith¬ 
ful,  but.  cheerful,  active,  and  zealous  in  every  part  of  the  duty 
and  fervices  which  they  owe  him  ?  I  am  aware,  that  many 
think  to  maintain  their  authority  in  their  families  by  other  fort 
of  prayers  than  thofe  I  am  recommending  :  I  mean, .by  horrid 
curies  and  imprecations  •,  y«a,  fome  are  fo  abandoned  as  to 
plead  the  neccflity  of  theie,  to  render  their  orders  effedluah— 
But  fills,  pradlice  mufl  appear  fo  abfurd  and  odious  to  every 
t sinking  perfoti,  that,  I  am  perfuaded,  I  need  not  fpend  your 
time  in  exoofine  it.  Such  a  vile  and  iinoious  habit  mufl  evi- 

r  cT'  t 

dcntly  deftroy  at  once  all  that  dtteem  and  love,  which  are  the 
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Whole  authority,  therefore,  m nil  lean  on  the  precarious  foun¬ 
dation  of  a  fervile  fear,  which  God,  who  hath  the  hearts  of 
all  men  in  his  hands,  can  remove  When  he  pleafes  ;  and  then 
they  Stall  become  utterly  coritefnptibld,  and  may  curie  on  with¬ 
out  having  any  perfori  to  regard  them,  till  their  own  curies  over¬ 
take  them.— But, 

2 dly,  As  the  practice  of  worihipping  God  in  your  houfes-, 
would  contribute  much  to  your  worldly  prosperity,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  I  have  juft  now  explained  ;  fo  it  has  like  wile  a  rhanifeft 
tendency  to  promote  your  fpiritual  ahd  eternal  intereft.  It  is 
not  only  a  confiderable  branch  of  that  homage  which  you  owe 
to  God,  but  it  may  be  alfo  of  great  ufe  to  reftfain  you  from 
fin,  and  to  fender  you  cautious  and  circumfpecl  in  every  part 
of  your  behaviour.  A  man  will  be  afhamed  to  do  any  tiling 
againft  the  honour  of  that  God  whom  he  fo  publicly  acknow¬ 
ledges  before  his  family  ;  and  the  very  defire  of  appearing  con¬ 
fident  with  himfeif  iri  the  eyes  of  his  children  or  Servants,  will 
nardly  fail  to  produce  at  lead  ail  outward  decency,  and  to  re~ 
drain  him  from  many  of  thdfe  fcahdalous  fins  which  he  might 
otherwife  be  in  danger  of  committing.  So  that  though  family- 
worlhip  ferved  no  higher  purpofc  than  to  hedge  in  Our  practice 
before  our  houfeholdh  I  fhould  even  think  that  a  confiderable 
recommendation  of  it  ;  and  every  wife  and  good  man  mud  ef~ 
teem  and  value  it  upon  that  account.  But  this  is  one  of  the 
lead  of  its  happy  ededts.  The  pradtice  of  this  duty  would  not 
only  render  our  outward  condudt  cautious  and  decent,  but 
would  alfo  tincture  our  minds  deeply  with  a  fenfe  of  God,  and 
of  divine  things.  It  would  give  us  greater  boldnefs,  too,  in 
our  fecret  approaches  to  the  throne  of  grace.  Iiow  can  that 
man  have  any  confidence  or  enlargement  of  heart  in  fecret  pray¬ 
er,  whole  confidence  reprpacheth  him  with  never  having  ho¬ 
noured  that  God  in  public,  from  whom  he  is  now  going  to  a  Ik. 
the  mod  unmerited  favours  ?  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  our  Lord, 
m  great  condefcenfi.au,  granted  a  private  audience,  in  the  night 
feafon,  to  Nicodemus,  who  had  not  the  courage  td  own  him  iri 
tiie  face  or  the  day.  But  no  man  hath  reaion  to  expedi  the 
fame  indulgence  now.  Nay,  however  uncharitable  it  may  be 
in  ought,  I  mud  declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  neglect  of 
public  duties  gives  too  juft  ground  to  fufpc&,  that  thole  of  it 
more  private  nature  ate  either  little  minded,  or  iuperfieially  per¬ 
formed.  For,  did  you  obtain  accefs  to  God  in  fecret  prayer, 
and  tafte  the  iweptnefs  of  holy  communion  with  him  in  youc 
clofets,  there  call  be  no  doubt  that  you  would  thereby  be  difpo- 
fed  to  the  duties  of  fecial  worfhip.  —  A 
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3 d  advantage  of  farmly-worfliip  is,  that  under  the  influence?; 
of  the  divine  Spirit,  it  is  one  of  the  rnoll  efFedual  means  o£ 
promoting  the  falvatio'n  of  all  your  houfehold.  Many  godly 
perfons  have  afqribed  their  own  vital  impreffions  of  religion  to 
their  living  in  a  devout  family  :  and  many  a  finner,  ruined  fey 
‘vice  and  evil  habits,  has  too  juftiy  laid  the  blame  of  it  on  the 
wickednefs  of  thofe  with  whom  he  dwelt.  What  numbers  of 
children  and  fervants  have  been  loft  for  want  of  that  good  ex- 
2mple  which  it  was  the  duty  of  their  parents  or  mafters  to  have 
given  them  ?  As  in  a  profane  and  fenfual  family  there  are  con« 
tinual  temptations  to  (in,  to  fwearing,  lying,  intemperance, 
and  contempt  of  God  5  fo  in  a  devout  well  governed  houfe, 
there  are  continual  incitements  to  a  holy  life,  to  faith,  love, 
fobriety,  and  heavenly  mindednefs.  The  authority  of  the  heads 
of  the  family,  and  the  eonverfation  and  example  of  all  the 
members  of  it,  are  powerful  inducements  to  a  religious  temper 
and  behaviour.  As  in  a  well  difciplined  army,  even  the  cowards 
are  conflrained  to  Hand  to  their  arms,  and  to  a £f  valiantly,  by 
the  general  order  of  the  whole  ;  fo  in  a  religious  household,  a 
wicked  man  can  fcarcely  contrive  how  to  live  wickedly,  but 
feems  to  be  almofi  a  faint,  by  being  continually  among  thofe 
who  appear  to  be  faints.  O  how  eaiy  and  well  paved  (if  I  may 
ufe  the  expreffion)  is  the  way  to  heaven  in  fuch  a  gracious  fo- 
ciety,  in  comparison  of  what  it  is  to  thofe  who  dwell  in  the 
houfes  of  the  profane  and  fenfual  !  In  the  former  the  advanta¬ 
ges  of  infir  u&ion,  authority,  example,  and  eonverfation,  are 
all  on  the  fide  of  God  and  religion  :  In  the  latter,  the  fame 
powerful  circumftances  are  all  on  the  fide  of  corrupt  nature, 
and  pufh  men  forward  in  the  broad  way  that  leads  to  de~ 
flrudlion. 

If  then  you  would  not  be  guilty  oi  bringing  ruin  on  immoN 
tal  fouls  ;  if  you  wifh  to  have  the  bleffing  of  them  who  are 
ready  to  perifti  for  ever,  to  come  upon  you  \  if  you  defire  that 
your  children  and  fervants  fhculd  be  pious  and  happy  ;  if  yoft 
would  have  your  whole  domeftic  fociety  blefTed  \  let  your 
houfehold  be  daily  confecrated  by  fervent  prayer  to  Almighty 
God. — The 

4 //?  and  lajl  advantage  of  family-religion,  which  I  (hall  men¬ 
tion,  is  its  tendency  to  form  an  holy  church  and  people,  and  to 
propagate  religion  from  generation  to  generation.  The  public 
(late  of  religion  in  the  world,  muft  entirely  depend  on  tne  cat  ^ 
beftowed  on  the  cultivation  of  it  in  private  families.  If  the 

nurfery  be  nerdecied*  how  is  it  poflible  that  the  plantation. 

0  fhculd 


j ■ 


E  R  M  O  N  XX. 


*93 


s 


ihould  profper  ?  Such  as  the  families  are,  of  which  congrega¬ 
tions,  churches,  and  kingdoms  are  compofed,  fuch  will  be  the 
flourilhing  or  the  decayed  ftate  of  religion  inthefe  larger  commu, 
tiities.  And  confequently  it  is  as  clear  as  noon-day,  that  the  dh- 
regard  fhown  to  God  in  our  houfeholds,  is  the  fatal  fource  of 
that  amazing  corruption  of  manners  in  the  prefent  age,  which 
almoft  every  one  pretends  to  lament,  but  almofl  none  fets  him- 
felf  in  earned  to  reform.  Would  you  then  put  a  flop  to  a- 
bounding  iniquity,  and  promote  the  caufe  of  God  and  religion* 
begin  at  home,  and  let  your  Maker  have  that  honour  in  your  fa¬ 
milies  to  which  he  is  intitled. 

Had  we,  who  minifter  in  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  only 
to  lay  thofe  (tones  in  order  in  the  building,  which  parents  and 
mafters  of  families  have  previoufly  polifhed,  how  eafy  and  de¬ 
lightful  would  be  our  talk  ?  how  comely  and  beautiful  would 
our  worfhipping  appear  ?  how  pure  and  comfoi tabie  would 
their  communion  be  ?  But  if  thefe  fhall  neglect  to  exert  their 
proper  influence* ,  if  the  work  of  hundreds  or  thoulands  fhall  be 
lefc  to  be  performed  by  one  or  two,  what  a  tedious  labour  muff 
it  prove  ?  What  effedfc  can  divine  truths,  delivered  once  a  week, 
have,  unlefs  the  impreflion  of  them  be  afterwards  kept  alive 
by  family-devotion  and  domeflic  religion  ?  It  is  no  wonder  that 
a  tender  piaht  fhould  wither  and  die  which  is  (eldom  vifited  or 
watered  :  and  it  is  as  little  Wonderful,  that  thole  fhould  continue 
wicked  and  impenitent,  who  but  once  a-week  come  under  the 
influence  of  a  religious  ordinance  ;  and  who  neither  fee  nor 
hear  any  thing  of  God,  but  when  the  {fated  feafon  of  public 
inftru&ion  returns.  If  religion  die  in  families,  how  can  it  live 
in  nations  ?  Is  it  not  an  inevitable  confequence,  that  all  our 
public  devotions  muff;  in  this  cafe  dwindle  away  into  mere  hy- 
pocrify,  and  lifelefs  unavailing  forms  of  worfhip  ? 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  reprefen t  to  you  the  manifold  ad¬ 
vantages  which  would  arife  from  maintaining  the  worfhip 
of  God  in  your  families.  And  I  have  now  only  to  add,  that 
though  you  were  willing  to  be  without  thefe  advantages,  yet 
this  lofs  is  not  the  whole  penalty  which  muff  attend  the  negledfc 
m  that  duly.  This  avowed  clifregard  of  God  will  not  always 
pafs  unpunifhed.  The  day  is  coming  when  “  Gfod  will  pour 
cut  his  fury  upon  the  Heathen  that  know  him  not,  and  upon 
H  the  families  that  call  not  upon  his  named’ — a  Confider  this, 
ye  that  now  forget  God,  left  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  when 
there  is  none  to  deliver.5' 
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1  would  now  conclude  the  fubjedl  by  preffing  you,  with  all 
the  (  arneftnefs  of  which  I  am  capable,  to  the  performance  of  this 
ne  ceil  ary  and  important  duty,  were  it  not  that  I  think  it  may 

be  t0  consider  fome  of  thofe  excufes  by  which  the  negledt 

oi  it  is  commonly  defended. 

Some  plead  their  rank  and  ftation  in  the  world  ;  but  on  what 
principles  I  could  never  yet  difcover.  i  cannot  conceive  any 
principle  of  xeafon  more  ftrong  and  obvious,  than  that  uttered 
by  our  Saviour  (Luke  xii.  48.),  “  Unto  whomfoever  much  is 
64  given,  of  him  {hall  much  be  required  5  and  to  whom  men 
u  have  committed  much,  of  him  will  they  afk  the  more."-  And 
certainiy  if  benefits  conferred  deferve  any  return,  they  at  leaft 
deferve  thanks ;  If  God  hath  placed  us  in  a  more  diftinguifhed 
ftation,  we  owe  to  him  a  more  folemn  and  devout  acknowledg¬ 
ment.  Riches  and  honours,  inflead  of  fetting  a  man  above 
the  obligation  of  family-worfhip,  rather  bind  it  more  ftridtly  on 
him  :  and  that  it  is  below  no  man  of  any  ftation  whatfoever  to 
perform  this  office,  appears  by  the  example  in  my  text  ;  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  one  in  the  moft  elevated  ftation  known  among  men* 
returning  from  the  public  worfhip  of  God  to  blefs  his 
houfehold. 

Others  plead,  that  it  has  not  been  the  pra&ice  of  their  fami¬ 
lies,  and  that  they  are  not  inclined  to  bring  a  new  cuftom  into 
it.  Tothefe  I  anfwer,  that  the  reafon  of  this  duty  is  as  old  as 
eternity  itfelf,  and  the  practice  of  it  is  as  ancient  as  the  firit 
family  of  mankind.  In  every  fucceeding  age,  down  to  the  pre- 
fent  day,  there  have  been  families  in  which  God  was  worship¬ 
ped,  and  there  will  be  fuch  until  the  end  of  the  world.  Nay, 
I  dare  venture  to  affirm,  that  there  are  few  now  hearing  me, 
whofe  fathers  or  grandfathers  did  not  at  leaft  maintain  the 
form  of  this  duty.  For,  however  much  it  is  defpifed  now,  it 
is  certain,  that  it  was  in  reputation  about  a  hundred  years 
and  generally  pradlifed  by  men  of  all  ranks.  It  deferves, 
therefore,  to  be  inquired  into,  when,  or  by  whom,  and  for 
what  caufe,  this  .good  old  cuftom  was  laid  afide  ?  What  was 
the  fhameful  period  in  which  the  worfhip  of  God  was  turned  out 
of  doors,  to  make  way  for  irreligion,  and  a  contempt  of  di« 
vine  things  ?  Then,  indeed,  a  moft  bale  and  difhonourable  in¬ 
novation  v/as  made  in  your  families  :  and  therefore  it  muft  be 
your  glory  to  reftore  things  to  their  ancient  ftate,  and  to  give  the 
worfhip  of  God  that  room  in  your  houfes  which  it  formerly 
poffieffed. 

But  if  it  be  really  true,  that  this  important  duty  has  been  al¬ 
ways 
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ways  negle&ed  in  your  families*  believe  me  it  is  now  high 
time  to  introduce  it.  Your  danger  is  greater  than  you  are 
aware  of.  Punifhment  lofeth  nothing  by  delay  j  the  flower 
it  advances,  the  heavier  it  will  prove.  And  therefore, 
you  have  reafon  to  fear,  that  the  wrath  of  God,  which 
has  been  fo  long  reftrained,  {hall  at  length  break  forth 
with  double  violence,  if  it  is  not  prevented  by  a  fpeedy 
reformation. 

Another  excufe  by  which  fome  defend  their  neglect  of 
this  duty,  is  their  inability  to  perform  it  well.  They  can¬ 
not  pray  to  God  in  public  in  fo  decent  a  manner  as  they 
would  incline.  In  anfwer  to  this,  I  need  only  obferve,  that 
next  to  the  divine  bleffing,  nothing  contributes  more  to 
teach  men  to  pray,  than  frequent  pra&iee  arid  ufe.  So 
that,  if  upon  this  account  you  negledf  the  duty  your,  in¬ 
ability  can  pafs.  for  nothing  elfe  than  a  feigned  pretence  to 
cover  your  uriwiilingnefs  :  For,  were  you  as  willing  to 
learn  to  pray,  as  to  acquire  the  knowledge  of  any  art, 
you  would  foon,  by  diligent  endeavours,  attain  a  competent 
meafure  of  this  excellent  gift.  Befides,  if  there  is  fir  (I  a 
willing  mind,  it;  is  accepted  according  to  what  a  man 
hath :  it  is  the  fiucerity  of  your  delires  which  God  re¬ 

gards,  and  not  the  expreflions  with  which  you  clothe  them 
and  if  you  fet  about  this  duty  in  good  earned,  and  in  the 
bed  manner  you  can,  though  perhaps  you  may  come  fhort 
of  what  you  wifh,  God  will  both  accept  and  affid  you 
in  your  humble  and  well  meant  attempts  to  honour  him. 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  may  I  not  hope  that  you  will 
hearken  to  what  I  have  faid  ?  God  is  now  offering  him- 
felf  to  be  your  gued  ;  and  is,  by  us,  demanding  an  en¬ 
trance  into  your  hearts,  and  into  your  houfes  ;  and  ca>i 

you  refolve  on  refufing  him  ?  Shall  the  great  King  of 

heaven  thus  d and  at  your  doors,  and  knock,  and  yet  meet 
with  a  repulfe  ?  If  the  authority  of  God  has  any  weight 
with  you  ;  if  your  reafon  can  prevail  with  you  ;  if  your 
own  immortal  fouls,  or  the  fouls  of  thofe  who  dwell  with 
you,  appear  worthy  of  your  regard:  in  a  word,  if  duty, 

gratitude,  or  intered,  can  move  you,  all  thefe  confpire  to 
enforce  my  exhortation,  and  to  plead  the  caufe  of  family- 
worflup.  And  mud  theie  powerful  advocates  plea  I  m 
vain  ?  mud  they  turn  evidences  againd  you,  and  an  pear 
at  lad  in  judgment  to  condemn  you  ?  God  forbid.  V  e 
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fire  to  hope  better  things  of  you,  and  things  that  accompa¬ 
ny  falvation,  though  I  thus  fpeak. 

May  the  fpirit  of  all  grace  feal  thefe  inftru&ions,  and 
powerfully  determine  you  to  the  pradlice  of  this  duty,  that 
by  the  exercife  of  focial  worfhip  here  below,  you  may  be 
gradually  prepared  for  the  more  exalted  Worfhip  of  the  tri¬ 
umphant  fociety  above,  who  all  with  one  heart,  and  one 
voice,  aferibe  falvation  to  him  that  fitteth  on  the  throne,  an£ 
to  the  Lamb,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen , 
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Matthew  vi.  io.,# 

- - Thy  kingdom  come o — 


THE  correfpondence  between  heaven  and  earth  is  prefervcd 
and  conduced  by  Chrifl  alone  ;  For  no  man  cometh/* 
<pr  can  come,  “  to  the  Father,  but  by  him.”  (John  xiv.  6.) 
It  is  he  who  prefents  all  our  homage  to  God  *,  it  is  he  who 
tranfmits  to  him  all  our  petitions  ;  and  by  his  hands  all  mercy 
and  grace  are  conveyed  to  us.  Our  moft  fervent  prayers,  the 
devouteft  breathings  of  our  fouls,  muff  not  only  be  purged 
from  that  defilement  which  cleaves  to  them,  but  even  in  their 
greatefl  purity,  they  miift  be  offered  up  in  his  cenfer,  in  order 
to  their  acceptance,  and  can  only  afcend  by  the  incenfe  of  his 
facrifice. 

It  (hould  therefore  be  our  firft  care,  in  all  our  approaches  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  to  folicit  the  favour  of  this  powerful  Me¬ 
diator,  and  to  procure  his  friendly  interpofition  in  our  behalf  ; 
and  then  we  (hall  have  no  caufe  to  dread  a  repulfe  ;  for  his  in- 
iercefiion  is,  and  mull  be,  always  prevalent.  The  dignity  of 
hisperfon,  his  relation  to  the  Father,  and  efpecially  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  that  facrifice  upon  which  his  intercefhon  is  found¬ 
ed,  effedfually  fecure  acceptance  to  us :  fo  that  if  once 
we  are  fully  perfuaded  that  our  requefls  are  framed  according  to 
his  will,  we  need  have  no  diftrefsful  anxiety  about  their  fuccefs, 
for  he  will  enforce  them  with  all  the  merit  of  his  own  blood 
and  therefore  we  may  confidently  hope  to  obtain  what  we  afk, 
in  that  time  and  way  which  unerring  wifdom  fees  belt  for  us  : 
“  For  this,”  fays  the  Apoftle  John,  “  is  the  confidence  which 
u  we  have  in  the  Son  of  God,  that  if  we  afk  any  thing  accord- 
“  ing  to  his  will,  he  heareth  us  :  and  if  we  know  that  he  hear- 

“  eth 

*  Preached  before  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chrift- 
ian  Knowledge,  January  4,  1748, 
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**  e*h  ySj  wo  know  that  we  have  the  petitions,  we  defired  of 
f*  him,”  i  John  v.  14,  15.  < 

This,  my  brethren,  is  an  abundant  fouree  of  comoiation 
and  joy  ;  and  though  our  defires  are  limited  to  fuch  things  as 
SiTt,  agieeanie  to  the  will  of  our  Xuedeemer  j  yet  by  this  very 
limitation  our  comfort  is  extended,  and  prayer  becomes  a  privi¬ 
lege  of  infinitely  greater  value  than  otherwife  it  would  be.  An 
unconfined  liberty  incur  add  relies  to  God,  would  in  moll  cafes 
(to  fuch  ignorant  apd  unthinking  creatures  as  we  are),,  amount 
*0  nothing  better  than  the  choice  of  the  means  and  manner  of 
our  own  dellmclion.  (Eccl.  vi.  12.)  <<  For  who  knoweth  what 
is  good  for  man  in  this  life  Whereas  our  glorious  High 
Pried,  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  our  date,  can  never 
be  at  a  Iofs  to  know  what  is  good  for  us  :  and  the  codly  proofs 
be  hath  already  given  of  his  mercy  and  Jove,  leave  us  no  room 
to  fiifpedt  his  concern  for  our  welfare.  The  lead  refl.ediion  on 
his  fuflerings  may  eafily  convince  us,  that  he  fmcerely  intends 
cur  happinefs,  and  can  difapprove  of  nothing  that  is  hurtful 
to  our  intereft.  Neither  hath  he  left  it  to  the  uncertain  con¬ 
jectures  and  doubtful  reafonings  of  our  own  minds  to  find  out 
what  is  agreeable  to  him  ;  this  is  clearly  revealed  to  us  in  the 
holy  Scriptures  :  and  to  render  the  difcovery  of  it  dill  more  eafy 
to  us  he  hath  furnifhed  us  with  a  {hort  but  perfedl  model  of  de¬ 
votion,  in  this  comprehenlive  prayer  which  he  taught  his  dif- 
ciples  :  by  attending  to  which,  we  may  learn  from  his  own 
mouth  after  what  manner  we  Ihould  addrefs  the  throne  of 


grace,  and  what  ought  to  be  the  matter  and  order  of  our  de- 
fires.  Hereby  the  lured  foundation  is  laid  for  our  confidence 
and  hope  5  and  whatever  is  according  to  this  divine  pattern, 
we  may  alk  with  full  afliirance  of  faith,  being  confident  that  he 
who  hath  fecured  lor  113  all  the  bleflings  which,  we  need,  will 
certainly  .liften  to  thofe  defires  which  he  hath  himfelf  excited 
and  author ifed.  (C  And  if  we  know  that  he  heareth  us/’  we 
may  from  thence  certainly  conclude,  “  that  we  iliall  have  the 
**  petitions  we  de fired  of  him.” 

I  ihall  not  detain  you  with  any  account  of  the  feveral  parts, 
of  this  excellent  prayer,  nor  the  particular  defign  for  which 
our  Lord  introduced  it  in  this  fermon  :  only  to  make  way  for 
the  jnflruft-ions  1  proppfe  to  lay  before  you  on  this  occafioa,  I 
ihall  obferve  in  general. 


That  prayer  is  not  only  an  acknowledgement  of  our  depend¬ 
ence  upon  God  for  the  bleflings  we  afk  ;  but  it  likewife  im-? 
ports  a  fin  cere  refolution  on  our  part,  to  put  ourfelves  in  the 
way  of  thofe  bleflings,  and  to  ufe  all  proper  means,  for  obtaining 

them. 
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them.  Thus,  when  we  pray  for  daily  bread,  we  do  no?  mean* 
that  God  fhould  indulge  our  idlenefs,  and  feed  us  in  a  miracu- 
lous  way  ;  but  only,  that  he  would  countenance  our  honeffc 
endeavours,  and  profper  them  by  his  Hefting,  which  alone  rriak- 
eth  rich.  In  like  manner  when  we  pray,  as  in  my  text, .that 
the  kingdom  of  God  may  come,  we  certainly  intimate  our  own 
confent  to  be  employed  as  inftrttments  in  carrying  on  this  de- 
fign,  and  mu  ft  be  underftood  as  binding  and  obliging  durfelvefc, 
by  this  petition,  to  do  every  thing  in  our  fphere,  that  may  con« 
tribute  to  promote  it. 

Accordingly,  I  {hall  endeavour,  in  dependence  upon  the  di¬ 
vine  aid, 

Fit To  explain  and  illuftrate  the  petition  Itfelf.  And, 

Second)  To  ftiow  what  may  reafonably  be  expected  from  us, 
in  confequence  of  our  ufing  it.— Or  rather,  indeed,  what  is  ab- 
foiutely  necefTary  to  prove  that  v/6  are  fincere,  when  we  thus 
pray,  u  thy  kingdom  corned’ 

It  is  fcarcelyto  be  fiippofed,  that  any  who  read  their  bibles, 
can  be  ignorant  of  what  is  meant  by  the  kingdom  of  God..— 
This  form  of  fpeech  was  very  common  among  the  Jews,  efp eq¬ 
ually  about  the  time  of  our  Saviour’s  appearance  5  and  was  ufed 
by  them,  to  fignify  that  grand  revolution  foretold  in  ancient 
prophecy  which  was  to  be  brought  about  by  the  Meffiah,  their 
long  expected  King.  Thus  we  find  the  Pharifees  (Luke 
xvii.  20.)  inquiring  <c  when  the  kingdom  of  God  fhould 
come  that  is,  as  the  context  explains  it,  when  the  reign 
of  the  Meffiah  fhould  commence  ?  And  John  the  Baptift  pro¬ 
claimed  the  approach  of  this  glorious  perfon  in  the  fame  ftyle  ; 
faying,  “  Repent  ye,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.5’ 
(Matth.  iii.  2.)  There  are  feveral  other  p adages  in  the  New 
Teftament,  where  the  famcphrafe  occurs  ;  from  which  it  doth 
full  more  plainly  appear  that  by  the  “  kingdom  of  God”  is 
meant  the  gofpel  difpenfation,  in  which  fubjeds  were  to  be 
gathered  to  God,  by  his  Son,  as  the  reconciling  Mediator,  and 
by  fiirn  formed  into  a  church  or  fpiritual  kingdom,  againft 
wdiich  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  never  prevail  which  is  to  fubfift 
on  earth,  and  enlarge  itfelf  in  fpite  of  alF  oppofition,  till  at 
length  it  fhall  become  perfect  in  heaven,  and  triumph  in  eter¬ 
nal  glory. 

Now,  this  kingdom  is  either  External,  comprehending  all 
who  make  an  open  profeffiori  of  faith  in  Chrift,  and  fubmit  to 
the  ordinances  which  he  hath  inftituted  *,  or  Internal,  confift- 
ing  in  that  dominion  which  he  exercifes  over  the  hearts  of  his 
.fubjeds,  converting  them  by  his  grace  to  the  faith  and  obedi¬ 
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cnee  of  the  Gofpel,,  enlightening  their  minds,  renewing  theih 
wills,  and  purifying  their  afretlions  ;  filling  them  with  i(  right- 
<s  eoufnefs,  and  peace,  arid  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  that  is, 
with  true  Chriflian  virtue,  and  all  the  blefied  fruits  and  effefts 
of  it.  And  no  doubt  the  petition  refpebls  both  thefe  views  of 
the  kingdom  of  God  :  for  though  the  laft,  viz,  the  dominion 
of  grace  in  the  heart*,  or  the  kingdom  of  God  within  us,  is 
beyond  compafifon  the  molt  valuable  of  the  two,  and  therefore 
chiefly  to  be  defired  by  us  $  yet,  as  this  kingdom  is  introduced 
and  eflablifhed  by  means  of  the  ordinances  which  Chrifl  hath 
appointed,  we  ought  likewife  to  be  much  concerned  for  the 
prefervation  ni.d  enlargement  of  the  visible  church,  or  that  ex¬ 
ternal  kingdom  within  which  thefe  ordinances  are  difpenfed, 
and  to  pray  for  the  one  in  order  to  the  other. 

So  that  this  petition  may  be  confidered,  as  directing  us  to 
pray  for  thefe  following  things  : 

1 jly  That  the  gofpel  may  be  propagated  throughout  the 
world,  and  all  nations  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  only 
true  God,  and  of  je.fus  Chrifl  whom  he  hath  fent* 

It  appears  from  the  prophetic  writings  of  the  Old  Tefta- 
mem,  that  no  lefs  than  uni  verbal  dominion  was  protnifed  to  the 
Loid  Redeemer.  u  Aik  of  me,”  fays  God,  (Pfal.  ii.  8),  u  and 
i  fhail  give  thee  the  Heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the 
titter  moil  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  pof^e^Iioll.>,  It  was  fore¬ 
told  (Pfal.  Ixxii.  8,  ii,  17.)  <c  That  his  dominion  fliould  reach 
from  lea  to  fea,  and  from  the  river  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ; 
yea,  that  all  kings  fhould  bow  down  before  him,  and  all  na- 
“  tions  fhould  ferve  him  \  that  men  fliould  be  bleffed  111  him, 
44  and  all  nations  call  him  bleffed.”  And  that  remarkable  pai~ 
fage  (Dan.vii.  13,  14.)  is  a  clear  and  exprefs  declaration  ort 
this  head.  «  I  faw,”  lays  the  Prophet,  «  in  the  night  vifions, 
44  and  behold,  one  like  the  Son  of  man  came  from  the  clouds 
44  of  heaven,  arid  came  to  the  Ancient  of  Days,  and  they 
brought  him  near  before  him  ;  and  there  was  given  him  do- 
4C  rnihion,  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom,  that  all  people,  nations* 
44  and  languages,  fhould  ferve  him.” 

Now,  it  is  evident,  that  the  extent  of  his  kingdom  doth 
not  yet  equal  thofe  magnificent  deferiptions  of  it.  There  are 
hill  many  dark  corners  of  the  earth  upon  which  the  Sun  of 
llighteoufnefs  hath  never  arilen;  others,  which  were  once  vifited 
with  his  healing  and  comforting  light,  have  had  their  candleflick 
long  removed  *,  and  the  Jews,  whole  return  to  their  own  Medi¬ 
an  fhail  fo  remarkably  enrich  the  church,  and  give  fuch  me  and 
beauty  to  it.  that  Paul  compares  it  to  a  u  refurreblion  from  the 
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**  dead/7  (Rom.  xi.  15.)  do  dill  retain  their  prejudice  a- 
gaind  him,  and  obdurately  refufe  fubjcdlion  to  him. 

We  ought  therefore  to  pray  that  the  gofpel,  which  hitherto 
has  been  confined  within  very  narrow  bounds,  may  gradually 
spread  and  extend  itfelf  on  every  fide,  till  at  length  it  obtain 
poffeflion  of  the  whole  earth,  and  “  all  the  kingdoms  of  this 
“  world  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  God,  and  of  his  Ohrid,’ * 
(Rev.  xi.  15*) — But, 

2 dly,  We  are  more  efpecially  to  pray  for  a  divine  Welling  to 
accompany  the  means  of  grace  ; 

That  the  gofpel  may  come  to  men,  not  in  word  only,  but 
alfo  in  power,  and  prove  effectual  for  turning  “  them  from 
darknefs  unto  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan*  unto 
sr  God.’7 — That  where  Chrift  doth  already  reign  in  his  exter¬ 
nal  ordinances,  there  he  would  alfo  ere£t  his  throne  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  fubdui ng  finners  to  himfeif,  and  training  up 
his  faints,  by  the  influences  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to  a  meetnefs 
for  that  undefiled  inheritance  which  he  hath  purchafed  for 
them. — And^ 


3  dly,  W  e  are  like  wife  authorifed  by  this  petition  to  pray, 
that  whatever  itands  in  oppofltion  to  the  kingdom  of  our  Re¬ 
deemer  either  with  refpecd  to  the  extent  or  influence  of  it, 
may  be  removed  out  of  the  way  : 

Particularly,  that  Antichrift,  that  “  man  of  fin  and  fon  of 
"  perdition,  who  oppofeth  and  exalteth  himfeif  above  all  that 
iS  called  God,  (2  1  hefT.  li.  2*  4*)  and  hath  long  been 
*c  drunk  with  the  blood  of  faints,”  (Rev.  xvii.  6.),  may  be 
brought  to  the  ground,  and  never  arifs  any  more  ;  that  the 
del u (ions  of  the  falfe  prophet,  and  blafphemous  impodor  Ma¬ 
homet,  which  have  overfpread  fo  great  a  part  of  the  world, 
may  at  lengui  be  detected,  and  his  kingdom  of  darknefs  and 
violence  plucked  up  by  the  roots. 

And  though  it  doth  not  belong  to  us  to  choofe  the  time,  or 
means,  or  manner  of  doing  it,  for  thefe  rauft  be  wholly  fub- 
muted  to  Him  “  who  is  wonderful  in  counfel  and  excellent 
in  working  p*  yet  furely  it  is  lawful  for  us,  to  defire  in 
general,  “  that  God  would  .arife  and  fcatter  all  his  enemies” 
(Pfah  lxvlii.  1.)  :  and  even  to  make  mention  of  thofe  enemies 
m  particular,  whom  he  hath  described  in  Scripture  by  fuch 
plain  and  legible  characters,  that  we  can  be  in  no  danger  of 
miltaking  them  *,  and  to  plead  that  what  he  hath  purpofed  and 
ipo&en  concerning  them  may  be  fulfilled  in  the  mod  fpeedy 
and  eiFeclual  manner.  In  a  word,  whatever  is  conducive  to 
the  prelent  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the  profpcrity  of  his 
V  II*  "  D  d  ' 
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kingdom  upon  earth,  may  juftty  be  comprehended  in  this 
petition  and  it  will  never  ceafe  to  be  of  ufe  in  the  church,  till 
all  the  Redeemer’s  enemies  are  made  his  footltool  ;  and 
then  it  (hall  be  exchanged  for  that  triumphant  fong  ^Rev.  xii. 
io.),  “  Now  is  come  falvatipn,  and  {Length,  and  the  king- 
<<  dom  of  our  God  and  the  power  of  his  Chrift.  Alleluia  !  for 
the  Lord  God  Omnipotent  reigneth.  Let  us  be  glad  and  re- 
joice,  and  give  honour  to  hirn  for  the  marriage  of  the 
u  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  wife  hath  made  herfelf  ready,’* 
(Rev.  xix.  6,  7.)  * 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  give  you  a  fhort  account 
of  the  fenfc  and  import  of  this  petition. — Let  us  now  pro¬ 
ceed,  in  the 

Second  place.  To  confide?  more  largely,  what  may  rea- 
fonably  be  expected  from  us  in  confequence  of  our  ufing  it  ; 
or  rather,  indeed,  what  is  absolutely  ne cedar y  to  prove  that 
we  are  {in cere  when  we  thus  pray,  “  Thy  kingdom  come.’5 
-r-And, 

3  /?,  It  is  neceffiary  that  we  Ihould  become  the  fubje£ts  of 
this  kingdom,  not  in  name  only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth, 
otherwife  we  cannot  with  the  profperity  and  advancement 
of  it. 

This  king  of  Zion  who  fways  a  fceptre  of  grace  over  thofe 
who  cordially  fubmit  to  him,  is  likewufe  armed  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  to  dafh  in  pieces  his  obftinate  enemies  *,  and  therefore, 
to  all  fuch  his  coming  muft  be  mod  terrible  ;  and  neither  their 
inclination  or  intereft  will  fuffer  them  to  defire  it.  No  man 
can  wifn  the  increafe  of  a  power  which  he  knows  to.be  oppo- 
frte  to  him,  efpecially  when  the  oppofition  is  fo  great  and  the 
difference  fo  irreconcileable,  as  that  which  fubfifts  between  the 
kingdom  of  Chnft  and  the  kingdom  of  Satan  ;  for  the  one 
mult  neccfhirily  be  built  upon  the  ruins  of  the  other. 

Let  ms  then,  my  brethren,  throw  down  the  weapons  of  our 
rebellion,  and  yield  ourfelves  to  this  gracious  Sovereign  ;  and 
then  the  increafe  of  his  power  {hall  become  the  matter  of  our 
joy.  Let  us  invite  him  into  our  hearts,  and  ere£t  a  throne 
for  him  there;  or  rather,  let  us  befeeeh  him  to  erect  one 
for  himfelf,  to  caft  down  every  thing  within  us  that  would  ex¬ 
alt  itfelf  againft  his  authority,  and  to  take  the  full  and  per¬ 
petual  poffeffion  of  our  fouls.  Let  us  unfeignedly  accept  of 
him,  in  the  whole  extent  of  his  office  as  Mediator  ;  that  {land¬ 
ing  related  to  him  as  the  members  of  his  body,  we  may  derive 
from  him  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fandtification,  and 

every 
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every  thing  neceffary  to  complete  our  redemption,  l^et  us 
fecure  to  ourfelves  a  title  to  the  protection  and  privileges  of  his 
government,  by  fubmitting  to  the  laws  and  conftitutioas  of  it  ; 
and  then  it  will  become  eafv  and  natural  to  us,  to  pray  for  the 
profperity  of  a  kingdom  to  which  we  belong,  and  the  glory  of 
a  Sovereign,  who  employs  all  his  power  and  authority  for  our 
good.-— A 

2 d  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  in  confequence  of  our  ufing 
this  petition,  is  to  endeavour  by  all  the  methods  we  can, 
to  perfiNide  others  likewife  to  become  the  fubje&s  of  this 
kingdom. 

Many,  indeed,  call  Chrift,  “  Lord,  Lord;  but  few,”  alas  !  do 
**  the  things  which  he  fays  ; — they  profefs  that  they  kn6w  God, 
while  in  works  they  deny  him, — being  abominable,  and  difo- 
“  bedient,  and  to  every  good  work  reprobate.”  And  fhall 
not  this  move  our  pity  and  companion  ?  Can  we  look  around 
us,  even  within  the  limits  of  the  vifible  church,  and  fee  human 
nature  expofed  in  every  deformed  aruj  fickly  fhape  l  Can  we 
behold  multitudes  of  men,  who  are  called  by  the  name  of  Je~ 
fus,  counteracting  the  moil  facred  obligations  of  confidence,  * 
and  even  pouring  contempt  upon  the  only  Saviour  of  loft  Tin¬ 
ners  ;  Can  we  fee  all  this,  l  fay  and  not  afford  our  helping 
hand  ?  Do  we  pray  that  the  kingdom  of  God  may  come,  and 
will  we  do  nothing  to  introduce  it  into  the  hearts  of  others,, 
who  by  nature  are  not  lefs  difpofed  to  entertain  it,  than  we 
ourfelves  once  were  ?  If  we  are  fincere  in  uling  this  petition, 
let  us  fhow  our  fmcerity,  by  our  endeavours  to  obtain  what  we 
afk.  Let  us  labour,  with  all  our  might,  to  awaken  poor  Tin¬ 
ners  to  a  Tenie  of  their  danger,  that  they  may  fly  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  that  merciful  Saviour,  who  hath  exprefsly  faid. 
Him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out, 5 5 
(John  vi.  37.) 

Various  are  the  means  which  may  be  ufed  for  this  purpofe  * 

I  fhall  mention  one,  which  all  of  us  may  employ,  and  that  is, 
a  holy  and  exemplary  life.  There  is  grandeur  and  majefty  in 
the  image  God,  which  exaCts  homage  to  itfelf  from  every 
heart.  There  is  fomething  within  us,  which,  in  fpite  of 
our  degeneracy,  confeffes  and  approves  of  what  is  right ; 
truth  in  our  fpeech  ;  juftice  and  honefty  in  our  commerce 
with  others;  patience  under  affliction,  and  pity  to  the  affliCf- 
ed  ;  a  generous  contempt  to  the  world,  and  a  readinefs  to  do 
good  to  all.  Thefe  are  virtues  which  the  word  of  men  fccret- 
iy  honour,  and  the  praCtice  of  thehi  explains  them  better,  and 
enforces  them  more,  than  words  can  do.  Would  we  then 
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prevail  men.  to  become  Chnftians  indeed*  let  us  draw  out 
Chriilianity  in  our  lives,  and  make  it  vifible  to  their  eyes*  and 
it  will  fpeak  for  itfelf  more  intelligibly  and  convincingly  than 

wc  can  \  ^or  men*  by  beholding  it*  will  fee  at  once*  that 
that  it  is  not  only  excellent*  but  by  the  grace  of  God*  practi¬ 
cable  too.  This  is  an  argument  that  hath  more  perfuafion  in  it 
than  any  other  can  have  j  and  then  it  is  recommended  to  us  by 
our  Lord  himfelf  (Matth.  v.  14.)*  “  let  your  light  fo  fhine  be- 
6 i  iore  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify 
“  your  father  which  is  in  heaven/' 

3^h\  ^  we  fincerely  defire  the  profperity  and  advancement 
of  Thrift.  s  xeternal  kingdom,  we  will  manifeit  this  by  our  en* 
deavours  to  .fupport  and  maintain  it  where  it  is  already  eitab- 
lifhed,  efpecially  among  ourfeives. 

This  is  an  evidence  which  may  reafonable  be  expended  from 

9  and,  indeed,  without  it  all  our  profeffions  of  love  to  the 
Redeemer,  and  of  zeal  for  his  glory,  muit  pafs  for  vain  and 
flattering  pretences,  which  deferve  no  credit.  We  only  mock 
God,  when  we  pray  that  the  religion  of  his  Son  may  become 
univerfal,  and  fill  the  whole  earth  if  at  the  fame  time  we  do 
not  difeover,  by  our  conduct,  a  hearty  concern  for  its  contin¬ 
uance  in  our  own  land  \  yea,  if  we  do  not  actually  refill  and 
eppofe  ail  attempts  whatever  to  carry  it  away  from  us. 

It  hath  pleafed  God  to  diftinguifh  us  by  our  religious 
privileges  above  moil  other  nations  in  the  world.  They  were 
purchafed  by  our  fathers,  with  the  expence  of  much  blood  and 
treafure  5  and  it  would  be  highly  criminal  in  us  to  refign  them 
tamely,  but  far  more  to  throw  them  away  with  our  own 
hands  :  yet  forgive  me  to  fay,  that  they  are  chargeable  with  a 
crime  not  lels  than  this,  who  either  openly  attempt,  or  fecretly 
v/ifh,  to  ‘"■ring  one  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  whefe 
principles  oblige  him  to  pull  down  what  we  apprehend  to  be  the 
kingdom  of  Chrifl,  and  to  carry  us  back  to  that  Antichriflian 
fiavery  from  which  we  have  happily  efc^ped* 

i  here  is  irjch  a.  manifeit  inconfiilency  between  this  petition 
>ml  the  practice  of  fuch  people,  that  it  is  furprifing  they  do 
not  obferve  it ;  and  it  muil  appear  if  ill  more  wonderful,  when 
we  cenfider  that  the  perfons  who  are  chiefly  chargeable  with 
th  .inconfiilency  among  us,  cannot  be  fuppofed  ignorant  of  the 
ic  :  .-ingofthis  excellent  prayer,  which,  by  their  own  ordinances, 
they  oblige themfdvesto  ufe  fo  frequently,  and  even  prefs  as  a  ne» 
senary  form  upon  others.  But  finely  to  .pronounce  the  words 
or  :  cannot  be  of  fuch  efficacy  as  to  atone  for  actions  which 
conti  aci  161  the  fenfe  of  it,  nor  indeed,  do  I  fuppofe  that  they 
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$xpe£i  this  from  it.  I  rather  believe  that  inveterate  pre¬ 
judice  and  ftrong  ddufion  hinder  many  of  them  to  perceive 
fchis  obvious  in  con  fide ncy. 

But  let  us  my  brethren,  t(  ftand  fafi  in  that  liberty  where-? 
**  with  Chrift  hath  made  us  free,  and  not  fufFer  ourfdves.  to  b« 
**  intangled  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage.”  Let  us  fhow 
our  fincerity  in  ufing  this  petition,  by  relifting  all  attempts  to 
remove  the  candleftiek  from  among  ourfelvea  :  let  us  blefs  God 
for  the  religious  privileges  we  enjoy,  and  not  fufFer  them  to  be 
violently  wrefted  out  of  our  hands,  under  any  pretence  what¬ 
ever  :  let  us  not  even  expofe  them  to  the  final! eft-  danger,  but 
guard  them  as  the  molt  valuable  part  of  our  property  ;  and  ef~ 
pecially,  let  us  be  careful  fo  to  improve  them,  that  we  may 
never  provoke  God  himfelf  to  deprive  us  of  them.— -In  the 

4 th  and  lajt  place,  Let  us  extend  our  regard  to  thofe  dark 
and  miferable  corners  of  the  earth,  which  are  full  of  tin?  habi¬ 
tations  of  cruelty  and  wickednefs. 

Let  us  not  only  pray,  that  the  gofpel  may  be  font  to  them 
but  let  us  do  what  we  can  to  make  cur  prayers  effectual,  by 
embracing  every  opportunity  which  the  providence  of  God 
affords  us,  of  conveying  to  them  this  ineftimable  bldling.  It 
is  our  honour  and  happinefs  to  have  a  Society  for  propagating 
Chriftian  Knowledge  erected  among  us  by  royal  letters  patent 
(and  countenanced  by  an  annual  donation  from  his  Llajeffy  of 
L.  iooo  Sterling),  whofe  bufmefs  it  is  to  attend  to  this  very 
thing.  The  progrefs  they  have  already  made,  is  at  once  a  con¬ 
vincing  proof  of  their  fidelity,  and  a  manifeft  token  of  the 
divine  favour,  and  acceptance  :  hitherto,  indeed,  their  pious 
endeavours  have  been  moftly  laid  out  in  the  remote  and  barba¬ 
rous  parts  of  our  own  native  land,  though  they  have  not  been 
wholly  confined  to,  thefe.  They  have  been  enabled  to  employ 
fome  miftionaries  abroad  ;  of  whofe  fuccefs  among  the  Indians, 
efpecially  of  late  they  have  received  inch  agreeable  accounts., 
as  gives  the  delightful  profpedf  of  a  large  accefhon  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  our  Redeemer.  The  fields  are  already  growing  white 
in  thofe  parts,  and  promife  a  rich  and  plentiful  harveft,  were 
more  labourers  employed  to  gather  it. 

Here  then  is  an  opportunity  which  God,  in  his  Providence, 
affords  us  of  obtaining  tire  anfwer  of  our  own  prayer.  By 
this  Society,  he  demands  a  proof  of  our  fincerity,  and,  as  it 
were,  offers  us  the  honor  to  become  fellow- workers  with  him- 
felf  in  gaining  new  fubjedls  to  his  Son.  Let  us  with  thankfui- 
nefs  embrace  the  offer,  and  contribute  as  liberal  an  aififtance  as 

can,  for  carrying  op  this  glorious  defigri. 

-  Yon 
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You  mull  all  be  fenfible,  that  your  fubftance  cannot  be  em« 
ployed  to  a  better  purpofe,  nor  indeed  laid  out  in  a  way  more 
truly  advantageous  to  yourfelves.  This  is  charity  to  the  fouls 
of  men,  and,  in  the  nobleft  fenfe,  «  lending  to  the  Lord,’’ 
(Prov.  xix.  17)  who  will  not  fail  to  repay  with  ufury. 

This  is  a  cert ain  way  of  laying  “  up  for  yourfelves  treafures 

in  heaven,  where  there  is  no  corrupting  moth  nor  ruft,  and 
**  where  thieves  cannot  break  through  to  fteal.”  What  is 
thus  devoted  to  the  immediate  fervice  of  the  Redeemer, 
can  never  be  loft  to  the  giver,  but  {hall  defeend  in  (bowers  of 
bleftings  upon  his  own  head.  “  The  liberal  foul  (hall  be  made 
fat,  and  he  who  watereth  (hall  be  watered  alfo  himfelf/’  (Prov, 

**•  25;)  . 

Such  liberality  will  afford  us,  in  the  mean  time,  a  moft  re~ 
fined  and  delicate  pleafurc  ;  an  enjoyment  not  confined  to  a 
day,  but  which  lives  and  improves  by  refledton  :  and  then  it 
thall  be  amply  recompenfed  at  the  refurredlion  of  the  juft  (Dan, 
xii.  3.),  e<  When  they  that  are  wife  (hall  fhine  as  the  bright- 
**  nefs  of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  unto  right- 
*s  eoufnefs,  as  the  ftars  for  ever  and  ever.’’ 

Yea,  this  will  bring  down  the  blefiing  of  God  upon  our 
land  ;  the  vigorous  profecution  of  this  noble  defign  will  be  a 
better  defence  to  us  than  the  moft  potent  fleets  or  numerous 
armies,  as  it  will  engage  the  Lord  of  Hofts  on  our  fide,  who 
w  will  be  a  wall  of  fire  about  us,  and  the  glory  in  the  mid  ft 
[ii  of  US.,J 

But  I  hope  I  need  not  multiply  arguments  to  perfuade  you  to 
fo  reafonable  a  duty  :  the  glory  of  the  Redeemer,  the  falvation 
of  precious  and  immoral  fouls,  our  own  prefent  and  eternal  in - 
tereft,  all  unite  their  force  in  exciting  us  to  it.  Let  us  then, 
whilft  we  pray  «  Thy  kingdom  come,”  do  every  thing  in  our 
fpheres.to  promote  it;  and  then  ihall  we  triumph  in  eternal  glo« 
Vp  when  the  body  of  Chrift  fhall  be  completed.  Amen, 
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Psalm  ii.  18 


J)o  good  in  thy  good  pleafure  unto  Ztort  :  build  thou  the  avails 
of  Jerufalem . 


iKERE  is  an  advice  becoming  the  wifdom  of  Solomon 
(in  Eccl.  v.  2.)  “  Be  not  rafh  with  thy  mouth,  and  let 
not  thine  heart  be  hafty  to  utter  any  thing  before  God  :  For 
God  is  in  heaven,  and  thou  upon  earth  :  therefore  let  thy  words 
be  few.”  To  pray  to  the  moPt  high  God  is  a  very  folemn 
thing,  even  when  we  view  him  as  feated  on  a  throne  of  mercy. 
Pie  is  always  prefent  with  us,  whether  we  think  of  him  or  not : 
but  when  we  pray,  we,  by  our  own  deed,  place  ourfeives  in 
his  light,  and  folicit  his  attention.  And  is  not  this  a  very  fo¬ 
lemn  and  awful  thought  ?  We  fpeak  to  one  who  looks  immedi¬ 
ately  into  the  heart,  and  who  requireth  u  truth  in  the  inward 
€f  parts.”  Nay,  we  appeal  to  him  as  the  fearcher  of  hearts, 
for  the  truth  of  every  word  which  we  utter  before  him,  and 
challenge  his  omnifcience  to  take  cognizance,  whether  what  we 
fay  doth  not  exprefs  the  real  fentiments  and  de fires  of  our  hearts* 
I  fay,  the  defiriy  of  our  hearts  ;  for  thefe,  and  not  the  lan¬ 
guage  in  which  we  clothe  them,  are  our  prayers  to  God.  Nay, 
the  better  the  words  are  which  we  ufe  in  prayer,  the  more  in- 
folent  is  the  profanation,  if  they  are  not  animated  by  the  defires 
which  they  ought  to  exprefs.  Too  many  are  apt  to  imagine, 
that  they  have  fucceeded  well  in  the  exercifes  of  devotion,  if 
they  have  been  able  to  addrefs  God  by  his  proper  titles,  and  to 
recolledl  thofe  words,  indited  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  which 
holy  men  of  old  expreffed  their  defires,  and  which  they  com¬ 
mitted  to  writing  for  the  ufe  of  the  church.  But  they  do  not 
conlider,  that  the  very  end  for  which  thofe  accepted  prayers 
were  recorded,  was,  to  regulate  our  hearts  indead  of  dire  cling 
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cm  lips  \  and  that  it  is  our  moil  immediate  bufinefs,  whe& 
petitions  occur  to  our  minds,  to  try  our  hearts  by  them*, 
that  we  may  truly  feel  what  they  cxprefs,  before  we  adventure 
to  prefent  them  t'6  God. 

It  is  the  character  .»f  hypocrites,  whom  God  abhorreth,  that 
they  draw  near  to  him  with  their  mouths,  and  honour  him 
“  with  their  lips,  while  their  hearts  are  far  from  him  ”  This 
is  to  add  abufe  and  infult  to  all  their  other  fins  ;  and  thofe  pray¬ 
ers  which  have  proceeded  from  feigned  Kps,  will,  in  the  great 
day  of  judgment,  flop  the  mouths  of  tranfgre'flbrs  more  effect¬ 
ually,  than  ail  the  other  offences  with  which  they  Ihali  be  found 
chargeable. 

%  The  articles  of  a  man's  belief  may  hot  always  be  prefent  t® 
his  mind  ;  or  at  lead  the  practical  inferences  which  may  juftiy 
be  drawn  from  them,  may  not  be  all  fo  obvious,  as  to  command 
his  Uniform  attention.  To  counteract  indeed  a  plain  and  pofi- 
live  law,  is  iuch  flagrant  rebellion  as  admits  of  no  excufe  : 
and  yet  even  in  this  cafe,  the  finner  may  pretend  to  plead,  in 
alleviation  of  his  crime,  that  the  law  appeared  to  him  fo  ftriCt 
and  rigorous,  that  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  confent  to 
its  demands'. 

Hut  what  evafion  can  a  man  find  for  contradicting  his  own 
prayers  r  Or  what  fhaii  he  be  able  to  anfwer,  when  God  fhali 
lay  to  him,  “  Out  of  thine  own  mouth  do  I  condemn  thee, 
“  thou  wicked  iervant  ?’*  Every  requeft  which  we  make  to 
God,  is  not  only  an  explicit  declaration,  that  we  highly  efteem, 
and  ardently  defire  the  benefits  we  afk,  but  likewife  implies  an 
obligation  on  our  part,  to  put  ourfelves  in  the  way  of  receiv¬ 
ing  what  we  afk,  and  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  own  power  to 
obtain  it.  When  therefore  we  do  not  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
bleilings  which  we  afk,  we  plainly  declare  that  we  do  not  hear¬ 
tily  defire  them.  And  by  afking  what  we  do  not  defire  to  ob¬ 
tain,  we  make  it  evident  that  we  are  prefumptuous  diffem- 
biers,  who  ufe  greater  freedom  with  the  all-perfeCt  Being,  than 
we  dare  to  ufe  with  any  of  our  fellow  mortals,  who  is  poffeffed 
of  fufficient  power  to  refent  fuch  unworthy  and  abufive  treat¬ 
ment. 

I  have  juft  now  read  to  you  a  prayer  of  the  royal  Pfalmift, 
which  none  of  us,  I  fuppoie,  will  hefitate  to  adopt*  It  con- 
fills  of  two  diftinCt  petitions  ;  the  one  rcfpeCting  the  fpiritual, 
the  other  the  temporal,  profperity  of  the  people  over  which  the 
providence  of  God  had  placed  him.  And  it  will  readily  occur 
to  you,  that  both  thefe  important  in  cere  ft  s  of  the  nation  to 


the 


SERMON  XXII* 


209 

sehich  we  belong,  are  recommended  to  our  attention  in  the 
royal  proclamation  which  hath  brought  Us  together  this 
day*.  What  I  propofe  in  the  following  difcourfe,  is  to  make 
a  few  remarks, 

Firfi,  On  the  matter  of  David’s  prayer. 

Secondly >  On  the  order  obferved  in  the  petitions  contained 
in  it. 

Thirdly,  On  the  temper  of  mind  with  which  this  prayer 
appears  to  have  been  accompanied.  I  will  then  fhow  what  is  in¬ 
cumbent  on  thofe  who  addrefs  the  fame  requefts  to  God,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prove  the  uprightnefs  of  their  hearts,  and  that  they  fiu- 
cerely  wifh  to  obtain  what  they  ailc. 

I  begin  with  the  matter  of  David’s  prayer  :  «  Do  good  in 
«  thy  good  pleafure  unto  Zion  ;  build  thou  the  walls  of 

Jerusalem.” 

The  firft  of  ihefe  petitions  hath  an  obvious  reference  to 
the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  confidered  in  their  fpiritual  ftate,  as  a 
religious  community,  or  the  true  church  of  God.  To  tliofe 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  language  of  Scripture,  it  will  not 
be  needful  to  prove,  that  this  is  the  common  acceptation  of 
the  term  Zion,  when  it  is  ufed  in  diftin&ion  from  Jerufalem* 
Zion  was  the  unalterable  ilation  of  the  tabernacle,  the  city  of 
David,  and  the  emblem  of  that  fpiritual  kingdom  which  Da¬ 
vid’s  Son  and  Lord  was  to  ere£l  in  future  times.  The  blefling 
prayed  for  by  the  Pfalmift  is,  that  it  would  pleafe  God  to  do 
good  unto  Zion. 

This  fhort,  but  comprehenfive  requeft,  in  the  mouth  of  a 
Britifh  and  Proteftant  Chriftian,  includes  more  particulars  than 
the  limits  of  one  difeourfe  will  permit  me  to  enumerate.  I 
Ihall  feleft  a  few  leading  petitions,  in  which  all  who  come  un¬ 
der  this  defeription  will  cordially  unite  ;  namely,  that  God,  of 
his  infinite  mercy,  may  eftablifh  and  perpetuate  what  his  own 
right  hand  wrought  for  us  in  the  days  of  our  fathers,  at  the 
two  illuftrious  seras  of  the  Reformation  from  Popery,  and 
what  is  juftly  ftyled  the  Glorious  Revolution  :  That  the  word 
of  the  Lord  may  have  free  courfe,  and  be  glorified  in  thefe 
lands,  as  long  as  the  fun  and  moon  endure  :  That  the  great 
truths  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  may  be  faithfully  publilhed,  and 
fuccefsfully  defended^  both  againft  the  attacks  of  open  enemies* 
n.  E  e  and 

*  Preached  December  12,  1776,  being  the  firft  public  Fall  after 
the  commencement  of  the  American  war* 
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and  the  fecrct  artifices  of  thofe  who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive  : 
I  fiat  the  ordinances  of  religion  may  not  only  be  difper.fed  in 
purity,  but  may  be  accompanied  with  power,  and  rendered  ef- 
feftual  for  the  conviction  of  f.nners,  and  for  building  up  faints 
in  hohnels  and  comfort,  through  faith  unto  falvation  •  That 
the  wickednefs  of  the  wicked  may  come  to  an  end,  and  the 
juft  be  eftablifhed  :  That  the  fpirit  of  divifion  may  ceafe,  and 
that  the  whole  multitude  of  believers  may  be  of  one  heart  and 
one  foul,  “  following  after  the  things  which  make  for  peace, 
“  anc1  things  whereby  one  may  edify  another.”  In  fine,  that 
out  Z1011  may  be  a  “  quiet  habitation,  and  a  tabernacle  that 
fhall  not  be  taken  down,  none  of  the  flakes  whereof  fhali 
“  he  removed,  neither  any  of  the  cords  broken  :  That  God 
“  may  appoint  falvation  for  walls  and  bulwarks  to  her,  and  be 
himfelf  the  glory  in  the  midft  of  her  “  Clothing  her  prieft* 
“  with  righteoufnefs,  that  all  her  faints  may  fheut  aloud  for 
“  joy.”  In  thefe,  and  fuch  particulars,  confifteth  the  good  of 
Zion.  «  Chrift  loved  his  church,  and  gave  himfelf  for  it 
“  that  he  might  fanftify  and  cleanfe  it  with  the  wafhing  of  wa- 
“  ter  by  the  Word,  that  he  might  prefent  it  to  himfelf  a  glori- 
“  ous  church,  not  having  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing, 
“  that  it  might  be  holy  and  without  blemifh.”  For  this  end 
he  lived,  and  for  this  end  he  died,  “  That  he  might  redeem  us 
“  from  a11  iniquity,  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people; 
u  zealous  of  good  works.” 

The  other  petition  contained  in  the  text,  «  build  thou  the 
<c  walls  of  Jerufalem,”  hath  a  reference  to  the  civil  ftate  of 
the  Jews  as  a  commonwealth  or  kingdom,  and  is  a  prayer  for 
their  national  fafety  and  profperity. 

This  requeft,  like  the  former,  comprehends  a  great  variety 
of  particulars. 

It  will  be  readily  admitted,  that  a  form  of  government,  by 
which  the  natural  rights  of  men  are  mod  effe&ually  fecurcd, 
and  in  which  the  impartial  adminiftration  of  eftablifhed  laws 
guards  the  life,  the  liberty,  and  the  property  of  the  meaneft 
individual,  may,  without  (training  the  metaphor,  be  included 
in  the  idea  of  walls  and  bulwarks,  which  contribute  at  once 
to  the  defence  and  ornament  of  a  city.  With  regard  to  the 
“walls  or  bulwarks”  of  our  civil  conftitution,  it  gives  me 
pleafure  to  acknowledge,  that  they  are  not  only  entire,  but  in 
feveral  refpe&s  more  fair  and  durable  than  thofe  of  any  other 
nation  upon  earth.  In  other  lands,  the  walls  of  government 
are  built  on  the  furrender  of  fome  of  the  molt  precious  rights 

of 
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of  human  nature :  But  in  this  happy  country,  we  have  not 
bought  the  protection  of  government  at  fo  dear  a  rate  j  nor  is 
the  hard  hand  of  the  opprdfor  either  felt  or  feared  by  the  mean- 
eft  member  of  the  community.  And  maft  not  the  heart  of  that 
man  then  be.  hard  and  unfeeling,  who  doth  not  wifh  and  pray 
that  fuch  an  invaluable  confutation  may  be  built  up,  and  pre- 
ferved  entire  to  lateft  generations  ? 

But  the  expreflion  ufed  in  the  text,  calls  upon  us  to  look 
with  weeping  eyes  and  forrowful  hearts,  upon  that  awful  rent 
in  the  Britifh  empire,  which  is  the  immediate  occafion  of  our 
meeting  together  at  this  time.  We  have  feen  a  cloud  rife  out 
of  the  weft,  at  firft  no  bigger  than  a  man’s  hand,  but,  like 
that  which  the  Prophet’s  fervant  faw,  it  hath  overfpread  the 
face  of  heaven,  and  carried  tempeft  and  defolation  in  its  pro- 
grefs.  When  I  mention  this  great  calamity,  I  do  not  mean  to 
fix  your  attention  on  it  as  an  objeCt  which  prefects  nothing  to 
our  view  but  complicated  diftrefs  and  danger.  Much  as  I  dis¬ 
approve  of  that  levity  which  “  defpifeth  the  chaftening  of  the 
Lord,”  lam  yet  no  friend  to  that  defpondency  which  would 
make  us. "  faint  when  we  are  rebuked  of  him.”  The  fame  ex¬ 
preflion  in  my  text,  which  reminds  us  of  the  alarming  breach 
which  we  deplore,  doth  at  the  fame  time  lead  us  to  look  beyond 
and  abovfe  it,  to  him  who  is  able  to  repair  it  ;  to  that  God  'who 
a  hath  the  hearts  or  all  men  in  his  hands,  and  turneth  them  as 
“  the  rivers  of  water.”  With  him  it  is  a  fmal'l  matter,  not 
only  to  fill  up  the  gap  which  hath  feparated  Great  Britain 
from  her  American  colonies  $  but  if  it  feem  good  in  his  fight, 
he  can,  with  infinite  eafe,  make  this  temporary  feparation  the 
occafiorf  and  the  means  of  eftablifhing  a  firm  and  permanent 
union  :  an  union  which  neither  political  artifice,  nor  felfifh  am¬ 
bition,  nor  the  pride  of  independence,  will  be  able  to  diflblve. 
This  is  the  defirable  iftue  to  which  our  wifhes  may  lawfully  di¬ 
rect  us,  when  we  pray  in  the  language  of  the  royal  Pfalmift, 

“  Build  thou  the  walls  of  Jerufalem.” 

Having  mane  thefe  remarks  on  the  import  of  David’s  re* 
quell;  s,  let  us  attend,  in  the 

Second  place,  To  the  order  in  which  they  are  placed.  He 
begins  with  praying  for  the  good  of  Zion,  and  then  offers'  his 
fupphcation  in  behalf  of  Jerufalem.  Nor  is  this  an  accidental 
or  arbitrary  arrangement.  .  The  fame  fubordination  of  temporal 
o  piritual  bleflings,  is  uniformly  obferved  through  the  whole  of 
the  lacred  record,  both  in  the  promifes  of  God,  and  in  the  ac¬ 
cepted 
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cepted  prayers  of  his  people  ;  and  it  defcrves  our  notice,  that, 
in  this  order,  we  are  called  upon  by  his  Majefty*s  proclama¬ 
tion,  to  conduct  the  devotional  exercifes  of  this  day.  For, 
previous  to  any  particular  mqueft  refpc&ing  the  political  ftatc 
of  the  Eritifh  empire,  we  Ire  admonifhed  by  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  “  To  humble  ourfelves  before  Almighty  God,  on 
“  account  of  our  fins, ;  to  implore  his  pardon,  and  to  fend  up,  in 
“  ni°ft  devout  and  folemn  manner,  our  prayers  and  fop- 
64  plications  to  the  divine  Majefty,  for  averting  thofe  heavy 

“  judgments  which  our  manifold  fins  and  provocations  have 
ii  moft  juftly  deferved.,r 

It  may  be  remembered  by  fome  now  prefent,  that  in  the 
year  1759,  when  Great  Britain  fat  as  queen  among  the  nations, 
we  were  called  together  by  a  proclamation  from  the  Throne, 
to  return  public  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  for  the  great  pub¬ 
lic  blefiings  which  enriched  and  diftinguifhed  that  memora* 
ble  year. 

It  was  then  my  object,  to  warn  my  fellow  citizens  againft 
the  criminal  abufe  of  our  national  felicity,  by  perverting,  into 
weapons  of  rebellon  againft  God,  the  fruits  of  that  fuccefe 
with  which  he  had  been  pleafed  to  favour  us. 

Since  that  time,  we  have  enjoyed  a  period  of  very  uncom¬ 
mon  profperity  as  a  kingdom.  While  riches  have  been  flowing 
to  us  from  all  quarters,  luxury  and  diflipation  advancing  with 
an  equal  pace,  have  proved  at  once  the  propriety  and  the  neg- 
Ie£l  of  tliat  warning.  Enormous  fortunes, fuddenly  acquired  m 
our  foreign  fettlements,  have  accelerated  that  corruption  of 
manners,  which  is  the  ulual  concomitant  of  profperity.  Sue- 
cefsful  adventurers,  coming  home  with  fums  almofl  beyond  the 
calculation  of  a  moderate  mind,  produce  a  difdain  of  the  flow 
and  fober  paths  of  induftry :  and  44  men  haftening  to  be  rich, 
“  fall  into  temptation,  andafnare,  and  into  many  foolifh  and 

hurtful  1  ufts,  which  drown  them  in  deflrudHon  and  perdi- 
<c  tlon.”  Our  tabic  hath  indeed  become  our  fnare  ;  and  the 
uncommon  blcftings  conferred  on  us  inftead  of  heightening 
cur  gratitude,  have  only  caufed  us  to  forget  the  hand  that  be¬ 
llowed  them,  and  proved  the  means  of  alienating  our  hearts 
from  God. 

For  this  abufe  of  profperity,,  the  land  doth  mourn  this  day. 
They  mull  be  blind  indeed,  who  do  not  fee  the  uplifted  hand 
of  God,  and  even  read,  on  the  rod  with  which  he  hath  fmit- 
ten  us,  our  national  guilt  engraved  in  fuch  deep  and  legible 
characters,,  that  it  may  truly  be  (aid,  u  Our  own  wicked- 
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#4  ncfs  hath  corrc&ed  115,  and  our  backflidings  have  reproved 


^  us.’* 


Do  we  complain  of  the  ingratitude  of  our  American  colo¬ 
nies,  which  flouri&ed  fo  long,  and  profpered  fo  much  in  a 
ilztc  of  union  with  the  mother-country,  and  as  the  free  iubiedh. 
of  a  free  ftate  ?  In  what  words  can  we  utter  our  complaints 


more  expreffive,  than  thofe  which  are  pre-occupied,  it  may 
fc  fpeak,  by  the  great  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  in  that  solemn 
appeal  which  is  recorded  (Ifaiah  I.  a.),  Hear,  O  heavens, 
and  give  ear,  O  earth,  I  have  nourifhed  and  brought  up 
children,  and  they  have  rebelled  againft  me.”  So  that 
the  very  expreffions  with  which  we  would  naturally  re¬ 
proach  our  rebellious  colonifts,  may  juftly  remind  us  of  that 
more  aggravated  rebellion,  wherewith  we  ourfelves  are  chargea¬ 
ble  againft  that  God,  who  hath  not  only  planted,  but  cheriihed 
and  protected  us  in  a  good  land  unto  this  day. 

Now  whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetime,  were  writ¬ 
ten  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the  world 
are  come.  God  is  always  the  fame.  He  is  in  one  mind, 
and  none  can  turn  him.  His  love  to  righteoufn-efs,  and 
his  hatred  of  lin,  are  both  unchangeable  *,  and  therefore, 
the  truth  of  that  affertion  muft  be  equally  unchangeable,  that 
tighteoufnefs  exalteth  a  nation  :  whereas  fin  is  the  reproach, 
and  without  repentance  muft,  in  the  iffue,  be  the  ruin  of 
any  people.  Would  we  then  pray  with  acceptance  for  the 
peace  and  profperity  of  our  Jerufalem,  let  us  begin  with 
praying  for  the  good  of  Zion  that  it  may  pleafe  God  to 
pour  down  the  fpirit  of  repentance  and  reformation  on  men 
of  every  rank.  Until  we  then  turn  to  God,  folid  profperity 
will  not  return  to  our  land.  There  may  be  gleams  ®f  tranfient 
fuccefs  ;  but  thefe  interruptions  o£  calamity  will  only  aggra¬ 
vate  our  final  doom.  Whereas,  if  we  finccrely  repent  of  our 
evil  ways,  and  return  to  that  God  from  whom  we  have  re¬ 
volted,  he  will  ftay  his  hand,  now  lifted  up  in  wrath,  “  and 

4C  God,  even  our  own  God  lhall  blefs  us.” - Behold  the 

<€  hand  of  the  Lord  is  not  ihortened,  that  it  cannot 
fave ;  neither  is  his  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear ;  but 
**  our  iniquities  have  feparated  between  us  and  our  God.” — 
We  have  a  moll  gracious  and  explicit  promife  to  encourage 
us  (Jerem.  xviin  7,  8*),  <€  At  what  inftant  (faith  God),  I 
u  (hall  fpeak  concerning  a  nation  and  concerning  a  kingdom, 
to  pluck  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  deftroy  it  5  if  that  na 
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l3i  £  “  TT  1  -f  f  pr°n0Uncecl>  tura  from  their  evil 
h!  T  °f  T  eV1lthaC  1  thou*'ht  to  d°  unto  them. 

S t  S<^  m  C°Untry-  ,  In  this  — »  nieaneft  fub- 

ful  tnh  rVhe  COIlf°!a.t,on  to  think,  that  he  may  become  ufc- 
tal  to  the  community  with  which  he  is  connected.  The 

meane.l  fubjea  may  fo  order  his  life  and  convention,  as  to 
rex  d.r  hirofelf  m  the  eye*  of  his  maker,  one  of  the  «  exccl„ 
lent  ones  of  the  earth,”  one  of  that  «  holy  feed  which  is  the 
“  fubltauce  of  the  land.”  The  meaneft  fubjed  mav  put  up 
the  fervent  implications  of  a  pious,  pure,  and  humble  foul,  to 

rce ;  ? ?.d.  with^  ^  which  ^ 

find  acceptance,  fohcxt  the  fupreme  difpofer  of  all  events 
or  eflings  and  benefits  of  every  kind  to  his  country.  The 
meaneil  fubjeft  can  ><  walk  with  God”  in  the  duties  of  devo¬ 
tion,  can  difplay  the  duty  of  holinefs,  and  ftir  up  others  to 
inntate  the  example  of  his  virtue  and  piety. 

Thus  far  I  have  confxdered  both  the  matter  and  the  order  of 
iuc  two  petitions  in  my  text.— -The 


Third  thing  propofed  was,  To  make  fome  practical  obferv- 
ations  on  the  temper  of  mind  with  which  they  appear  to  have 
been  accompanied.  And  it  is  obvious,  in  general,  that  David 
had  a  juft  impreffion  of  his  abfolute  dependence  on  God,  and 
that  ne  did  not  truft  m  the  arm  of  fleft,  but  looked  for  help 
from  God  alone.  No  man  poffdTed  larger  meafures  than  Da- 
vid  either  of  political  wifdom  or  warlike  (kill ;  but  he  did  not 
ccnhde  in  his  own  talents  for  building  or  defending  the  walls  of 
Jeru.alem  :  He  knew,  as  he  exprdfeth  it  in  another  of  his 
pfa  ms,  that  “  except  the  Lord  build  the  houfe,  they  labour  in 
vain  mat  ouild  it ;  and  except  the  Lord  watch  the  city,  the 
‘‘  watchmen  waketli  in  vain.”  He  therefore  looks  direftly  to 
the  God .  of  Zion,  and  commits  Jerufalem,  and  lier  walls,  to 
his  keeping,  who  neither  flumbers  nor,  fleeps,  even  the 

Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  who  fainteth  nor,  neither 
is  weary. 

„  ^orm  his  addrefs  doth  likewife  difcover  the  deep  con- 
vidion  he  had  of  his  own  unworthinds.  He  pleads  with  God, 
as  a  humble  fupplicant,  with  that  penitent  and  contrite  heart* 

•  he  fyeaks  u\  the  verfe  preceding  my  text.  He  claims 

netnuig  upon  the  terms  of  juftice,  but  applies  folely  to  the 
rnercy  and  free  favour  of  God.  “  Do  good,”  faith  he,  “  in 
tty  good pUafttre%  unto  Zion.’5 
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This  expreffion  may  be  further  confulered,  as  denoting 
that  fubmiffive  and  refigned  frame  of  fpirit  with  which  he 
put  up  his  requefts  both  for  Zion  and  Jerufalem.  He  did  not 
prefume  to  limit  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael ;  but  left  it  entire¬ 
ly  to  his  own  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  to  grant  the  matter  , 
of  his  prayer  at  what  time^  and  in  what  manner,  or  by  wiiat 
means,  he  fhouid  choofe. 

In  all  thefe  refpe&s  he  prefents  to  our  view  an  approved  ex¬ 
ample  for  our  imitation  in  fimilar  circumftances. 

It  now  only  remains  that  I  fhouid  enquire  what  is  in¬ 
cumbent  on  thofe  who  adopt  the  Pfalmifts  prayer,  in  order  to 
prove  the  uprightnefs  of  their  hearts,  and  that  they  fincerely 
wifh  to  obtain  what  they  afk. 

I  obferved,  in  the  introdu£lion  to  this  difcourfe,  that  e- 
very  requeft  which  we  make  to  God,  is  not  only  an  ex¬ 
plicit  declaration,  that  we  highly  efteem,  and  ardently  de¬ 
fire,  the  benefits  which  we  pray  for,  but  doth  likewife  imply 
an  obligation  and  promife  on  our  part  to  ufe  all  the  means  in 
our  power  to  obtain  them. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  public  date  of  the  nation,  and 
the  means  of  building  up  and  cementing  the  walls  of  our 
Jerufalem,  thefe  matters  I  leave  to  thofe  who  have  the  con- 
ftitutional  charge  of  them.  The  bed  aid  I  can  contribute 
in  my  fphere,  is  to  pray  for  wifdom  to  direct  the  public 
counfels,  and  to  do  what  I  can  for  the  good  of  Zion  ;  and 
in  this  you  all  may  and  ought  to  be  workers  together  with 
me.  If  then  we  have  any  love  for  our  country,  or  any  fin- 
cere  defire  of  faving  her  from  any  impending  calamity,  let 
us  now  form  hearty  and  vigorous  refolutions  of  corre&ing 
and  amending  our  ways.  Let  our  reformation  begin  in 
thofe  points  from  which  our  corruption  may  be  traced.— 
Remember,  that  piety  towards  God  is  the  heft  fupport  of 
all  thoie  virtues  which  form  the  good  man  or  the  ufeful  citi- 

fen\r  *keS^ators  may  devife  what  regulations  they  pleafe  ; 
but  L  there  is  no  fenfe  of  a  God  or  of  a  providence  amon^ 
the  fubje£fs,  they  will  never  be  able  to  execute  their  plans^ 
or  to  attain  their  ends.  Let  perfonal  reformation,  there- 
ore,  e  our  firft  care  ;  and  having  given  all  diligence  to 
make  our  own  calling  and  ele&ion  lure,  let  us,  in  our  ref- 
pv-  a/c  nations  join  heart  and  hand,  to  difeourage  vice  in  every 
ihape  and  to  promote  the  interefts  of  pure  and  undefiled  Reli¬ 
gion  m  our  land.--Unlefs  we  do  this,  our  national  fall,  inftead  of 

t 
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afeending  to  God  with  acceptance,  will  fink  down  into  the 
Kieafure  of  national  guilt,  and  will  only  haften  the  execu- 
tion  of  that  fatal  fentence,  «  Put  ye  in  the  fickle,  for 
«  the  harveft  is  ripe,  the  prefs  is  full,  and  the  fat  over- 

«  flows,  for  their  wickednefs  is  great.’’ - On  the  other 

hand,  by  turning  to  God  through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  bring- 
mg  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance,  we  may  not  only  a* 
vert  thofe  heavy  judgments  with  which  we  are  threatened, 
twit  on  icriptural  grounds  may  take  encouragement  to  hope 
that  God  will  return  in  mercy  to  Zion,  and  will  yet  make  our 
Jenifdem  a  praife  in  the  earth.  Amos* 


§  E  Re* 
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Sermon  xxiil 


i  Corinth*  iv.  7.* 


Who  mahih  thee  to  differ  from  another  ?  and  what  haff  thou 

that  thou  didff  not  receive  ? 


T  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  any  perfon  fndowed  with 
reafon  can  be  in  fufpenfe  for  a  moment  about  an  anfwer  to 
thefe  questions.  I  am  confident  that  there  is  not  one  in  this 
Siiembly  who  is  not  ready  to  reply, — It  is  God  alone  who  mak- 
eth  me  to  differ  from  any  other  5  and  I  have  nothing  which  I 
aid  not  receive  from  his  bountiful  hand.  No  man  who  be- 

9  1  *  ,  , 

iieves  that  God  is,  will  hefitate  to  confefs*  with  the  Apoffie 
Jamesj  that  (i  every  good  gift,  and  every  perfect  gift,  is  from 
ff4  above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights. ”  Yet 
fo  little  attention  is  paid  by  the  bulk  of  mankind  to  the  confe- 
quence  of  this  commonly  acknowledged  truth,  that  I  fhall  make  no 
apology  for  employing  the  firft  part  of  my  difcourfe  in  remind¬ 
ing  you  of  the  evidence  by  which  it  is  (up ported  I  fhall  then 
lay  before  you  fome  of  thofe  practical  leflons,  equally  obvious 
and  important,  which  with  eafe  and  certainty  maybe  deduced 
from  it  : — And  conclude  with  that  improvement  of  the  fubje£t 
which  hatha  more  immediate  reference  to  the  occafion  of  our 
prefent  meeting  together  at  this  time, 

Firjl,  I  begin  with  reminding  you  that  every  blefling  we 
pofTefs  is  the  gift  of  God,  and  that  we  have  nothing  which  we 
did  not  receive  from  him. 

That  this  is  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  natural  endowments, 
will  readily  be  admitted.  Men  are  apt  enough  to  boafl  of  the 
Vol.  II.  F  £  improvement 

%  Preached  before  the  Managers  of  the  Orphan  Hofpital  of  K* 
&nburgh,  Augufi  7,  1775, 
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improvement  of  their  faculties  ;  but  the  faculties  themfelves 
are  univerfally  acknowledged  to  be  the  gifts  of  God,  “  There 
“  js  a.fpirit  in  man/5  fuid  Elihu  in  the  book  of  job,  “  and  the 
“  inspiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  him  ui*derftanding.,J  A 
quick  apprehenfion,  a  retentive  memory,  a  lively  imagination* 
and  other  mental  powers,  thefe  are  favours  which  the;  great 
Author  of  our  being  difpenfeth  to  whom,  and  in  what  mea- 
fare,  it  pleafeth  him  ;  and  never  was  any  man  fo  arrogant  as 
to  pretend  that  he  bellowed  thefe  qualities  upon  himfelf.° 
i  It  is  no  lefs  evident,  that  the  light  of  divine  revelation  is  an 
additional  bieffing  which  flows  immediately  from  the  fame 
mountain  of  beneficence  ;  according  to  that  grateful  acknowledge 
mentof  the  Pfalmift,  “  He  fheweth  his  word  unto  Jacob,  his" 
“  Ifatutes  and  his  judgments  unto  Ifrael  :  He  hath  not  dealt  fo 
“  with  any  mf.on,”  And  we  muft  be  fenfible  that  it  is  purely 
owing  to  “the  tender  mercy  of  our  God,  that  the  day-fpring 
“  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us  to  give  light  to  us,  whole  fa« 
“  thers  fat.  in  darknefs  and  in  the  fhadow  of  death,  to  guide 
“  our  feet  into  the  way  of  peace,” 

Nay,  we  are  taught,  that  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  this  ex¬ 
ternal  light  muff  be  wholly  attributed  to  the  bleffing  of  God. 
This  is  plainly  and  ftrongly  averted  at  the  6th  and  7th  verfes  of 
the  preceding  chapter  :  “  I  have  planted,  Apollos  watered  ;  but 
c  God  gave  the  increafe.  So  then,  neither  is  he  that  planteth 
“  any  thing,  neither  he  that  watereth  ;  but  God  that  giveth  the 
increafe/’- — Cc  It  pleafeth  God,”  faith  our  Apoflle,  fpeaking  of 
of  himfelf,  GaL  i.  15.  “  wrho  feparated  me  from  my  mother’s 
“  womb,  and  called  me  by  his  grace,  who  revealed  his  Son  in 
<c.me.’>  And  in  another  part  of  his  writings,  “By  the  grace 
ec  of  God  I  am  what  I  am.5'  Nor  did  thefe  expreffions  of  hu¬ 
mility  take  their  rife  from  the  peculiar  circumftance  of  his  own 
converfion  5  for  he  applies  the  fame  principle  to  the  Chriflians 
at  Corinth,  and  uijjgeth  it  as  an  argument  againft  every  degree 
of  boafting  or  felf-attribution,  1.  Cor.  i.  26,  &c.  “  For  ye  fee 
“  your  calling,  brethren,  how  that  not  many  wife  men 
“  after  the  flcfli,  not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble,  are 
“  called.  But  God  hath  chofen  the  fooliih  things  of  the 
<c  world,  to  confound  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the 
<c  weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  things  which 
tc  are  mighty  ;  and  bafe  things  of  the  world,  and  things  which 
tc  aredefpifed,  hath  God  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which  are  not, 

“  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  arc  :  that  no  fleffi  fhould  glory  . 
“  in  his  prefence.' ”  And  &ihen  adds,  “  But  of  him  are  ye 

in. 
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**  in  Cnrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and 
and  righteoufnefs,  and  fan&ification,  and  redemption  :  that 
t€  according  as  it  is  written,  He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory 
0  in  the  Lord.” 

Were  it  neceffary  to  defend  to  other  particulars  that  might 
be  named,  it  would  be  eafy  to  (how,  that  all  our  advantages,  of 
what  kfnd  foever,  whether  they  belong  to  the  body  or  outward 
eftate,  are  equally  derived  from  God,  and  dependent  upon 
him.  Hear  what  God  faid  to  Mofes,  Exod.  iv.  11.  «  Who 
0  hath  made  man’s  mouth  ?  or  who  maketh  the  dumb,  or 
**  deaf,  or  the  feeing,  or  blind  ?  have  not  I  the  Lord  ?”  How 
fublime,  and  how  .  juft,  were  the  fentiments  which  Hannah 
exprefted  !  i  Sam.  ii.  3.  & c.  cc  Talk  no  more  fo  exceeding 
0  proudly,  and  let  no  arrogancy  proceed  out  of  your  mouth  1 
for  the  Lord  is  a  God  of  knowledge,  and  by  him  actions 
“  are  weighed.  The  Lord  killeth,  and  maketh  alive  :  He 
“  bringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and  bringeth  up.  The  Lord 
maketh  poor  and  maketh  rich  :  he  bringeth  low,  and  lifteth 
0  up.  He  raifeth  up  the  poor  out  of  the  duft,  and  lifteth  up 
“  the  beggar  from  the  dunghill,  to  fet  them  among  princes, 
i(  and  to  make  them  inherit  the  throne  of  glory  :  for  the  pil- 
u  lars  of  the  earth  are  the  Lord’s,  and  he  hath  fet  the  world 
0  'upon  them.”  And  with  what  humble,  but  elevated  devotion 
did  David,/  in  the  heigbth  of  prosperity,  afcribe  all  that  he  pof- 
felfed  to  the  bounty  of  God,  when  he  blefled  the  Lord,  and 
faid  before  all  the  congregation  of  the  children  of  IfraeJ, 
0  Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatneft,  and  the  power,  and  the 
<c  glory,  and  the  victory,  and  the  majefty  :  for  all  that  is  in 
“  the  heaven  and  in  the  earth,  is  thine  ;  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
“  O  Lord,  and  thou  art  exalted  as  head  above  all.  Both  riches 
and  honour  come  of  thee,  and  thou  reigneft  over  all  ;  and  in 
**  tnine  hand  is  power  and  might,  and  in  thine  hand  it  is  to 
make  great,  and  to  give  ftrength  unto  ad.  Now  therefore 
0  our  God,  we  thank  thee  and  praife  thy  glorious  name.  But 
0  who  am  I,  and  what  is  my  people  that  we  ftiould  be  able  to 
a  offer  fo  willingly  after  this  fort  l  for  all  things  come  of  thee, 

0  and  of  thine  own  have  we  given  thee.  G  Lord  our  God, 
all  this  ftore  that  we  have  prepared  to  build  thee  an  houfe 
“  for  thy  name,  cometh  of  thine  hand,  and  is  all  thine  own. 

I  might  quote  many  other  paiTages  to  the  fame  purpofc  ;  l>uc 
you  have  heard  enough  to  fatisfy  you,  that  I  am  fupport^d  by  the 
higneft  authority  when  I  fay,  that  all  the  bleffings  we  poflefs  are 
the  gifts  of  God,  the  -efFeft s  of  his  fee  and  unmerited  liberality. 
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This  do&rine,  as  I  obferved  in  the  entrance,  hath  none  of 
the  charms  of  novelty  to  recommend  it.  But  is  it  on  that  ac¬ 
count  iefs  needful  to  be  infilled  upon  ?  mod  afluredly  it  is  not. 
A  believe  we  (hall  find,  upon  enquiry,  that  the  mod  obvious 
truths  are  univerfally  the  lead  regarded,  and  therefore  have  mod 
need  to  be  frequently  brought  into  view,  that  men  nra*  be  con- 
itramed  to  bedow  fome  attention  upon  them,  and  to  confider 
the  influence  they  ought  to  have  upon  their  temper  and  con- 
duCt.  I  am  afraid  that  we  judge  of  fpiritual  things  in  the 
a3me  a^furd  manner  that  we  judge  of  temporal  things  ;  I  mean^ 
tnat  we  put  a  fanciful  value  upon  them,  and  do  not  rate  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  intrinfiq  wo*th  and  real  ufefulnefs. 

e  fee  every  day,  that  earthly  things  are  edimated,  not  by 
their  u.e,  but  by  their  fcarcity  infomuch  that,  in  common  lan¬ 
guage,  the  words  rare  and  precious  are  convertible  terms  ; 
though,  in  ia<d,  the  things  that  are  truly  precious,  becauiV 
mod  neceflary  indead  of  being  rare,  are  fcattered  abroad  with 
the  gieated  profufion.  ihus  doth  God  difjienfe  temporal  be¬ 
nefits  \  the  bed,  that  is,  the  mod  ufeful,  are  univerfally  given 
out  in  greated  abundance.  And  it  may  judly  be  affirmed,  that 
fpiritual  bleffings  are  difpenfed  in  the  fame  way.  The  mod 
comprehensive  bleffing,  the  unfpeakahle  gift' of  Jefus  Chrid,  is 
of  all  others  the  mod  tree  and  liberal,  being  offered,  u  with- 
t(  out  money  and  without  price, ’’  to  every  finner  of  mankind 
without  exception  ;  and  actually  conferred  upon  all  who,  feel¬ 
ing  their  need  of  a  Saviour,  are  made  willing  to  receive  and 
red  upon  him  alone  for  pardon,  and  peace,  and  complete  fal- 
vation.  In  like  manner,  the  great  rules  of  duty,  and  the 
truths  that  are  bed  adapted  to  purify  our  hearts  and  reform  our 
practice,  are  difperfed  as  it  were  around  us  in  the  greated 
plenty  and  variety.  God,  who  hath  appointed  our  work,  hath 
likewife  limited  the  feafon  tor  doing  it ;  and  therefore,  that 
we  may  not  lofe  a  moment,  the  mod  ufeful  and  neceflary  in- 
druments  of  adbion  are  laid  fo  near  us,  that  Ave  need  only 
ftretch  forth  our  hand  to  take  hold  of  them.  Were  they  pla¬ 
ced  at  a  didance,  the  opportunity  of  ailing  might  frequently 
pafs  away  before  the  proper  Wans  and  indruments  were  got 
ready.  But  fuch  wile  and  effe£lual  provifion  is  made,  that  no 
man  fhall  have  it  in  his  powder  to  plead  this  excufe.  If  any 
piece  of  duty  be  left  undone,  it  cannot  be  owing,  either  to  the 
want  of  a  plain  rule  to  dire£t  our  conduct,  or  of  fufficient  ar¬ 
guments  and  encouragements  to  move  us  to  a£tion,  but  to  the 
inattention,  or  pride,  or  dubbornefs,  of  our  own  hearts. 
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This  affords  a  glorious  difplay  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
pur  great  Lawgiver  and  Judge.  But  alas  !  we  tawart  his  mei- 
ciful  intentions.  Overlooking  what  is  near,  we  roam  aOioad 
in  queft  of  other  things,  that  lie  at  the  remctefl  diftance  from 
Us,  and  have  the  feebleft  influence  upon  our  temper  and  pia£hce. 
Such  is  our  folly  anti  perverfenefs,  that*  defpifihg  the  molt  im¬ 
portant  truths,  becaufe  they  are  common  and  obvious,  we  lun 
away  in  the  vain  purfuit  of  abitrufe  and  intricate  fpecmations, 
which  have  no  other  effe£t  than  to  puzzle  the  head,  or  to  wafm, 
the  imagination,  while  they  leave  the  heart  uaik,  and  cold,  and 
infen  fible. 

To  correft  this  falfe  tafte,  by  recalling  mens  attention  to  the 
moil:  fimple  and  practical  truths,  ought  in  my  apprehenfion  to, 
be  the  principal  aim  of  a  gofpel  minifter.  When  thefe  have 
got  full- poffcffion  of  mens’ hearts,  and  appear  in  the  fruits  of  a 
holy  life,  then,  if  we  find  leifure,  we  may  feek  after  new  diL 
coveries,  but  furely  neceffity  fnculd  have  the  fir  ft’  difpofal  of 
our  ftudy  and  labour.  Life  is  fhort  and  fouls  are  precious  ;  and 
therefore  things  of  eternal  confequence  ought  in  all  reafou  to 
be  preferred.  "  They  who  choofe  to  gratify  the  curious,  by  tel¬ 
ling  them  new  and  ftrange  things,  may  indeed  raife  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  their  own  invention  ,  but  they  do  it  upon  the  ruins 
of  a  far  more  excellent  thing,— I  mean,  that  charity  “  which 
u  vaunteth  not  itfelf,  is  not  puffed  up,  and  feeketh  not  her 

own  and  as  they  have  no  higher  aim  than  to  lerve  them- 
felves,  it  is  but  juft  that  they  fhould  be  left  to  reward  the m- 
felves  as  they  can. 

We  are  commanded  in  Scripture  to  be  u  ready  to  every  good 
“  work  that  is,  to  be  in  fuch  habitual  poiture  for  fervice, 
that  with  facility  we  may  enter  upon  action  as  foon  as  an  op¬ 
portunity  prefents  itfelf.  But  we  fhali  never  acquire  this 
promptnefs  and  facility,  till  the  mind  be  furnifhed  with  feme 
fruitful  principles  of  aftipn  and  the  more  fimple  and  obvi¬ 
ous  thefe  principles  are,  the  more  readily  will  they  occur  to  us, 
and  the  greater  authority  and  influence  will  attend  them.  Of 
this  kind  is  the  proportion  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  ill  ni  ¬ 
trate.  The  truth  oi  it  is  obvious  to  the  mean'eft  capacity  $  and 
yet  fuch  is  its  rruitfulnefs  and  energy,  that  feme  of  the  fub- 
Kmeft  duties  of  the  Chriftian  life  are  virtually  included  in  if. 
and  may  with  cafe  and  certainty  be  deduced  from  it. 

To  felect  iome  of  thefe  practical  lefTons  was  the  feccud. 
%ng  propofed ,  to  which  I  now  proceed. 
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V1’  A  a)1  the  blefllngs  we  poflefs  be  the  gifts  of  God,  theef- 
fect5  oi  his  free  and  unmerited  bounty,  then  funply  we  ought 
to  be  humble.  This  is  the  particular  improvement  which  the 
apoltle  direfts  us  to  make  of  this  dodrine  in  the  clofe  of  mv 
text  :  “  >Vho  ma'keth  thee  to  diffeirfrom  another  ?  and  what 
<s  haft  thou  that  thou  didft  not  receive  ?  Now  if  thou  didjl  re- 
“  il>  whJ  <¥  thou  giorh  as  if  thou  bodjt  not  received 

Tins  reafoning  is  fo  plain  and  Ample,  that  a  child  may  un- 
dcrftand  it  ;  and  yet  fo  perfectly  juft,  that  it  will  abide  the  fe¬ 
vered;  trial  ;  nay,  the  more  accurately^  is  examined,  the  {Longer 
wdl  it  appear.  Did  we  keep  this  fingle  principle  in  our  eye,  that 
it  is  God  iv hd  ma'keth  us  to  differ ,  that  alone  might  be  fufficient  to 
give  a  check  to  our  pride  and  infpire  us  with  humility.  Did 
v/e  vlcw  all  our  prefent  advantages  as  gifts  /reely  beftowed,  to 
which  we  had  no  previous  title  or  claim  ;  then  every  additional 
Duelling  would  only  remind  us  of  our  indigence  before  we  received 
it  ;  and  the  greater  and  more  numerous  the  benefits  conferred 
*  llPon  us  were,  the  greater  debtors  fhoiild  we  judge  ourfelves, 
the  more  deeply  fliould  we  feel  on:  dependence  upon  God,  and 
the  ids  difpofed  fhould  we  be  to  glory  in  ourfelves. 

2d!y>  From  the  fame  principle,  and  with  equal  eafe  and  cer¬ 
tainty,  we  may  deduce  our  obligation  to  thankfulnefs  andpraife. 
Humility  and  gratitude,  thefe  kindred  graces,  which  conftitifte 
rhi..  piopei  temper  ox  a  Cnriftian,  are  in fepa table  companions. 
They  give  mutual  aid  and  fuppbrt  to  each  other,  and  both  take 
their  rile  from  the  perfuafion  of  this  truth.  For  how  can  we 
think  of  our  kind  and  im wearied  benefactor,  who  condefcends 
to  make  us  the  objedls  of  his  care  who  daily  loads  us  with  be¬ 
lief  ts,  though  he  is  altogether  independent  of  us,  and  ean  nei¬ 
ther  be  enriched  by  our  iervices,  nor  impoverifhed  by  the  want 
ef  them  ; — how  can  we  think  of  him,  I  fay,  without  the  moft 
fervent  love,  and  humble  gratitude  ? 

humility  and  gratitude,  I  add  resignation  to  the  will 
ol  God.  This  was  the  inference  which  holy  Job  drew  from 
me  doctrine  i  have  been  illultrating  :  <(  Shall  we  receive  good 
«  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  {hall  we  not  receive  evil  alfo  ? 

“  The  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  blefled  be 
“  the  name  of  the  Lord.”  Surely  if  no  wrong  be  done  us,  we 
Inve  no  right  to  complain.  We  ought  rather  to  adore  that 
goodnefs  which  at  firft  beftowed  the  gift,  gave  us  the  comforta¬ 
ble  enjoyment  of  u,  and  continued  it  with  us  fo  long;  and  to 

With  the  faints  o':  old,  when  our  diftrefs  is  greateft,  u  I 

will 
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“  will  blefs  the  Lord  at  all  times  j  his  praife  {hall  continually 
“  be  in  my  mouth.” — “  Wherefore  cloth  a  living  man  com- 
“  plain,  a  man  for  the  punifhment  of  his  fins  ?” — “  It 
<c  is  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good  and, 
<{  Good  is  the  will  of  the  Lord.” 

4 thly,  Did  we  attend  to  this  truth,  we  ffiould  not  dare  to 
employ  any  means  that  are  unlawful  for  improving  our  cir- 
cumftances,  or  acquiring  the  good  things  that  belong  to  the 
preicnt  world  i  and  even  in  ufing  the  means  that  are  lawful, 
We  fhould  conft-antly  look  up  to  God  for  fuccefs,  and  implore 
his  bleffing  upon  our  honed:  endeavours  ;  remembering,  on  the 
one  hand,  €S  the  getting  of  treafures  hv  lying  lips,  is  a  vanity 
“  toiTed  to  and  fro  of  them  that  feek  death ;  and  on  the  other 
“  hand,  that  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord  maketh  rich,  and  he  adr 
€<  deth  no  forrow  with  it.” — Which  leads  me  to  obferve, 

5 thly,  The  importance  of  enjoying  the  bleffing  of  God, 
with  ail  the  gifts  which  his  bounty  bellows  upon  us.  From  this 
alone  arifeth  their  value,  arid  nothing  elfe  can  impart  to  them 
that  fwectnefs  which  renders  the  poflcffion  of  them  truly  de- 
fir  able.  Happinefs  cannot  be  extracted  from  the  creatures 

themfelves  :  they  are  all  broken  ei  iter  ns  that  can  hold  no  water  : 
ec  The  eye  is  not  fatisfied  with  feeing,  neither  is  the  ear  filled  with 
*c  hearing.” — ‘  He  that  loveth  filver,  fhall  not  be  fatisfied  with 
filver  ;  nor  he  that  loveth  abundance  with  increafe.”  Solo* 
moti  records  it  as  one  of  the  evils  he  had  feen  under  the  fun, 
namely,  «  riches  kept  for  the  owners  thereof  to  their  hurt.” 
And  he  fuppofeth  it  a  very  poflible  cate,  that  amidft  the  great- 
ell  abundance  of  earthly  things,  (<  a  man  rnay  all  his  days  eat 
“c  in  darknefe,  and  have  much  forrow  and  wrath  with  his 
ficknefs.”  How  awful  is  that  threatening,  Mai.  ii,  2.  “  If 

ye  will  not  hear,  and  if  ye  will  not  lay  it  to  heart  to  give 
glory  unto  my  name,  faith  the  Lord  of  hefts,  I  will  even 
u  fend  a  curfe  upon  you,  and  I  will  curfe  your  bleffings  ?”  And 
when  this  threatening  is  executed  upon  any,  then  **  their 
table  becomes  a  fnare  to  them  ;  and  that  which  fhould  have 
£C  been  for  their  welfare,  becomes  a  trap,”  info-much  that 
their  profperity  proves  both  the  occafion  and  inftrument 
of  their  deftru&ion  t  «  Whereas  the  Lord  blefteth  the  habita- 
cc  tion  of  the  juft  h'  in  confequence  whereof,  u  the  little  that 
Cf  a  righteous  man  hath,  is  better  than  the  riches  of  many 
5C  wicked.”  It  is  a  fignifieant  faying  of  David,'  PfaL  xxxvii.  22. 
“  Such  as  be  bleffed  of  the  Lord  (hall  inherit  the  earth.”  — 
They  hold  their  portion  of  it  by  a  ai  Herein  tenure  ban  orher 
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men  ;  they  pofTefs  it  as  the  children  of  him  who  is  the  Lord  of 
«h  .  and  their  lather  while  he  feeds  them  with  food  convenient  for 
them,  gives  them  at  once  the  proper  enjoyment^  and  the  fane- 
tilled  ule  of  it.  *lhis  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  believers  in 
Chriff  Jefus  ;  for  “  as  many  as  receive  him,  to  them  gives  he 

power  to  become  the  Tons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe 
“  in  his  name.”  And  as  the  Apoftle  Paul  reafons,  If  children 
then  they  are  alfo  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
thrift  Jefus  lo  that,  in  the  mod  common  bounties  of  provi¬ 
dence,  they  can  tade  the  fweetnefs  of  fpecial  love,  and  may 
lawfully  confider  every  benefit  conferred  upon  them,  as  a  tok¬ 
en  of  their  bathers  affection,  and  a  pledge  of  that  fulnefs  of 
joy  that  awaits  them  in  a  future  date.  How  much  then  doth 
it  concern  us,  even  as  we  regard  our  prefent  comfort,  «  to  give 
U  diligence  to  make  our  calling  and  eledtion  fure,”  that,  on  e~ 
very  giit,  whether  fmall  or  great,  reading  the  precious  name  of 
him  whobedows  it,  we  may  have  the  true  relifh  of  the  provifion 
afforded  us  in  the  courfe  of  our  journey  through  this  ftrange 
country,  till  we  arrive  at  our  Father’s  houfe  above,  where  we 
fhall  obtain  pofTeflion  of  that  glorious  inheritance  of  the 
faints,  which  is  incorruptible,  and  undefiled,  and  fadeth  not 
away. 

Thefe  are  a  few  of  the  pradUcal  leffons,  wrhich,  with 
and  certainty,  may  be  deduced  from  the  dodtrine  of  my  text. 

Permit  me  now  to  apply  the  fubjeef  to  the  particular  occafion 
cf  our  meeting  together  at  this  time. 

Hitherto  I  have  been  fpeaking  of  the  bleffmgs  we  poffefs  as 
gifts  freely  bedowed.  But  there  is  another  important  light  in 
which  v/e  ought  likewife  to  view  them.  They  are  talents  com¬ 
mitted  to  us  for  fpccial  ends  and  purpofes  and  it  is  both  expedH 
cd  and  required  that  we  be  diligent  and  faithful  in  improving 
them,  as  it  becomes  thofe  who  mud  one  day  give  an  account 
or  their  dewardfhip. — There  is  an  effential  difference  between 
God’s  giving  to  us,  and  our  giving  to  our  fellow-men.  We 
renounce  our  intered  in  what  we  give  to  another  :  it  ceafeth  to 
be  ours  and  becomes  the  property  of  the  perfon  upon  whom  we 
bedow  it.  But  God  giveth  nothing  away  after  this  manner. 
His  giving  to  his  creatures  doth  not  make  the  benefit  conferred 
a  whit  the  lefs.his  own  than  it  originally  was*  God  is  the  en¬ 
tire  and  abfolute  proprietor  of  all  things  :  they  are  his,  becaufe 
he  made  them  :  and  what  is  dyled  property  among  men,  mud 
icccflarily  be  derived,  limited,  and  dependent.  T  his  dominion 
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is  fo  eflential  to  God,  that  he  cannot  diveft  himfelf  of  it.— 
Earthly  rulers  may  refign  part  of  the  jurifdiclion  that  belongs 
to  them.  Thus  Saul  proclaimed,  that  whofoever  Ihould  fight 
Goliah  the  Philiftine,  and  kill  him*  «  he  and  his  houfe  fhould 
ss  be  made  free  in  Iirael.5’ — -But  no  ereature  can  be  releafed 
from  its  obligation  to  ferve  God  :  for  abfolute  dependence  and 
unlimited  fubje&ion  are  fo  intimately  connected,  that  they  can- 
hot  exift  feparately.  As  we  neceffarily  depend  upon  God,  fo 
we  are  neceffarily  bound  to  fubmit  to  his  authority,  and  to 
ferve  him  to  the  utmofl  extent  of  the  powers  he  hath  given  us. 
No  creature  can  fay  of  any  thing  he  pofieffeth,  This  is  fully 
mine,  to  difpofe  of  it  as  I  pleafe.  The  benefits  conferred  up¬ 
on  us,  are  fo  far  our  property,  with  refpedl  to  our  fellow-fer- 
vants,  that,  unlefs  they  can  produce  an  order  from  the  great 
mailer  of  the  family,  none  of  them  may  take  them  from  us* 
neither  can  they  righteoufly  poffefs  them  without  our  confent  s 
but  with  regard  to  God,,  they  Hill  belong  to  him,  and  are  ours 
only  for  the  ends  and  purpofes  he  hath  appointed.  They  were 
not  given  merely  as  an  alms  to  the  needy,  but  as  inftruments  are 
given  to  a  fervant  for  doing  his  mailers  work.  This  is  clearly 
exprefied  T  Pet.  iv.  io.  «  As  every  man  hath  received  the 
“  gift,  even  fo  minilter  the  fame  one  to  another,  as  good  Hew- 
€*  ards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  Gog.” 

The  nature  of  the  gifts  bellowed  upon  men  plainly  Ihow,  that 
they  were  not  intended  for  pomp,  but  for  ufe  :  and  it  appears 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  diftributed,  that  none 
of  them  are  bellowed  to  gratify  the  pride  of  individuals,  but  to 
dlablilh  fuch  a  mutual  connexion  and  dependence,  as  may 
render  every  one  in  his  place  ufeful  to  the  community.  We 
have  a  lively  illullration  of  this,  i  Cor.  xii.  8.  et  feq.  cc  To 
one  is  given  by  the  Spirit  the  word  of  wifdom  ;  to  ano 
u  ther,  the  word  of  knowledge  by  the  lame  Spirit  *  to 
**  another  faith  by  the  fame  Spirit  ;  to  another  the  gifts 
u  of  healing  by  the  fame  Spirit ;  to  another  the  working 
of  miracles ;  to  another  prophecy  ;  to  another  difeerning  of 
fpirits  ;  to  another  divers  kinds  of  tongues  $  to  another  the 
interpretation  of  tongues.  But  ail  thefe  worketh  that  one 
u  and  the  felf-fame  Spirit,  dividing  to  every  man  feverally  as 
*■'  he  will;”  Thus  each  hath  his  dijlin£l  office  and  ufe,  that  as 
it  is  exprefied  ver.  25.  there  fhould  be  no  fchifm  in  the  body  \ 
but  that  the  feveral  members  fhould  have  the  fame  care  one 
for  another,”  and  maintain  mutual  love,  whilft  all  in  their 
way  contribute  to  the  good  of  the  whole.  The  eye  cannot 
Vol.  II.  G  g  fay 
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jay  Unto  the  nand,  I  have  n©  need  of  thee  :  nor  again  th<f 
“  head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  you.”  To  every  one 
iOmething  is  given,  to  recommend  him  to  the  refped  of  o- 
tners  *5  anc*  *Tom  every  one  Something  is  withheld,  to  keen  him* 
mode (l  and  humble  :  lor  God  hath  lo  ordered  the  diftributior? 
of  his  benefits,  that  each  may  feel  his  need  of  that  excellence 
which  he  hath  not  irnpoffeffion,  and  at  the  fame  time  have  the 

aid  ol  thofe  girts,  by  the  miniflry  of  others,  which  he  himfelf 
wants. 

“  The  rich  alu*  the  poor  meet  together,”  faith  Solomon 
ci  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them  both.”  Hence,  «  he  that 
<c  mocketh  the  poor”  is  faid  “  to  reproach  his  maker  g’  that 
is„  he  .throws  an  injurious  refle&ion  upon  the  wifdom  and 
goodnefs  of  divine  providence,  which  hath  appointed  this  ine¬ 
quality  of  conditions  among  men,  for  exereifing,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  patience  and  refignation  of  the  poor  5  and  that  the 
licii,  on  the  other  hand  may  be  furmfhed  with  conftant  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  acknowledging  their  obligations  to  God,  and  their 
dependence  upon  him  tor  all  they  poffefs  by  diflributing  what 
they  can  fpare  from  their  own  neceffary  ufes,  for  the  relief  and 
comfort  of  their  needy  brethren.  That  this  is  the  proper  im¬ 
provement  of  wealth,  and  the  pnrpofe  for  which  it  is  bellowed, 
appears  irom  Pauls  direction  to  Timothy  (1  Tim.  vi.  17.),- 
‘‘  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  be  not 
high  minded,  nor  trufl  in  uncertain  riches  but  in  the  living 
cc  God,  who  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy  ;  that  they  do 

C<  ^iat  *n  g00^  works,  ready  to  diflribute, 

“  willing  to  communicate  ;  laying  up  in  (tore  for  themfelves  a 
Ci  good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come,  that  they  may 
lay  hold  on  eternal  life,”  And  how  provoking  it  is  to  God, 
when  men  abufe  the  gifts  of  his  providence,  we  learn  from 
that  complaint  and  threatening  (Hof.  ii.  8,  9.),  “  She  did  not 
i(  know  that  I  gave  her  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil,  and  multiplied 
“  her  filver  and  gold,  which  they  prepared  for  Baal.  Therefore 
sc  will  I  return,  and  take  away  my  corn  in  the  time  thereof, 

<(  and  my  wine  in  the  feafon  thereof,  and  will  recover  my  wool 
and  my  flax  given  to  cover  her  nakednefs.” 

I  he  application  of  thefe  truths  to  the  purpofe  for  which  we 
are  at  prefent  aflembkd,  is  fo  obvious,  that  I  am  confident  it 
muff  already  have  occurred  to  the  moft  inattentive  of  my 
hearers.  Were  we  to  confider  the  good  things  we  pofTcfs, 
merely  as  gifts  freely  bellowed,  and  left  entirely  at  our  own 
difpofal  yet  gratitude  fhould  prompt  us  to  employ  them  in  fuch. 
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$  way  as  might  be  moil  acceptable  to  our  kind  and  generous 
Benefadfoi*.  But  1  am  furnifhed,  you  now  fee,  with  a  more 
perfuafive  argument  :  the  plea  of  gratitude  comes  enforced  with 
the  claim  of  juft  ice,  while  regard  to  our  own  intereft  folic its 
eur  compliance  with  their  united  demands  :  <c  For  we  mu  ft  all 
fc'‘  appear  before  the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift,  that  every  one  may 
receive  the  deeds  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he  hath 
done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.”  In  that  day  unto  whom- 
u  foever  much  hath  been  given,  of  him  alfo  much  will  be  re- 
€c  quired  and  the  unprofitable  fervant,  who  did  not  improve 
the  talent  committed  to  hiha,  but  buried  it  under  ground,  or 
wrapped  it  in  a  napkin,  (hall  be  caft  <f  into  outer  darknefs  : 
“  there  fhall  be  weeping,  and  gnafhing  of  teeth.” 

Seeing,  then,  thefe -things  are  fo,  ought  we  not  to  reckon  it 
an  additional  ground  of  thankfulnefs  to  God,  when,  befides  the 
favours  conferred  upon  us,  he  is  at  any  time  pleafed  to  afford  us 
an  opportunity  of  employing  the  fruits  of  his  liberality  in  fuch 
Z  manner  as  contributes  molt  effectually  to  anfwer  the  higheft 
and  moft  important  purpofes  for  which  they  were  beftowed  ?• 
An  opportunity  of  this  kind  is  juft  now  prefented  to  you  by  the 
much  to  be  refpeCted  Managers  of  the  Orphan  Hofpital,  at 
whofe  defire  I  addrefs  you  this  day.  The  objeCts  of  their  care 
are  there  placed  in  your  view  :  and  furely  to  provide  for  the 
Chriftian  education  of  fo  many  helplefs  children,  and  for  their 
decent  clothing  and  maintenance,  till  they  be  trained  up  to 
earn  a  fubfiftence  for  themfelves,  as  it  is  an  exercife  of  the 
trueft  mercy  to  them,  fo  it  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  acceptable 
to  that  God  who'difdains  not  to  ftile  himfelf  the  Father  of  the 
fatherlefs. 

The  peculiar  excellencies,  of  this  fpecies  of  charity  were  fully 
ill uft rated  on  a  former  occafion  of  this  kind,  from  that  prayer  of 
the  Fialmift  in  behalf  of  the  Jewifh  nation  (Pfal.  cxliv.  i  2),  “  that 
€(  our  fons  may  be  as  plants  grown  up  in  their  youth  ;  that  our 
“  daughters  may  be  as  corner  {tones,  polifhed  after  the  fimili- 
a  tude  of  a  palace*.”  Then  it  was  fhown,  That  a  permanent 
proviiion  for  the  Chriftian  education  of  deftitute  children,  is  a 
charity  which  tends  to  prevent  mifery  9  and  muift  therefore  be 
preferable  to  that  which  only  alleviates  prefent  diftrefs,  or  pro¬ 
cures  it  a  fhort  and  uncertain  relief.  This  is  charity  to  the 
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fouls  of  our  fellow-creatures,  and  the  nobleft  imitation  of  Him 
who  came  from  heaven  to  earth,  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which 
was  loft.  Befides  all  charity  of  which,  of  all  others  is  in  the 
lead  danger  of  being  mifapplied  or  defeated.  This  renders 
the  profpea  of  doing  good  by  it  in  the  higheft  degree  probable. 
And  then  its  influence  is  of  the  largeft  extent ,  for  while  it 
ferves  to  advance  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  interefts  of  pure 
and  undefiled  religion  in  the  world,  it  promotes  at  the  fame 
time,  in  the  mo  ft  effectual  manner,  the  Spiritualiimprovement  and 
happinefs  of  individuals,  and  even  the  temporal  profperity  of 
the  nation  to  which  we  belong'. 

O  ' 

To  fuch  powerful  recommendations  any  addition  would  be 
fuperfluous.  And  they  who,  influenced  by  thefe  motives,  con¬ 
tribute  according  to  their  ability  for  the  fupport  of  an  inftitutioa 
fo  pious  and  falutary,  may  be  allured,  that  what  they  give  iss 
in  the  mod  proper  fenfe  of  Solomon’s  words,  "  lent  to  the 

Lord,  and  that  which  they  give  will  he  pay  them  again. 'y 

Upon  the  whole,  then,  let  it  be  our  firft  care,  to  have  our 
own  hearts  filled  with  love  to  God,  as  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  our  Father  in  Chrift  :  for  unlefs  this  be  the 
fource  of  our  charity  to  others,  our  beneficence  may  be  profita¬ 
ble  to  them,  but  cannot  avail  ourfelves.  And  if  once  this  prin¬ 
ciple  he  deeply  rooted  in  our  hearts,  then  it  will  become  eafy 
and  delightful  to  us,  to  communicate  good  to  our  fellow-men* 
in  obedience  to  the  command  of  God,  and  in  imitation  of  his 
example.  Let  us  always  bear  in  mind  the  grace  of  our  Lord 
*c  jefus  Chrift,  who,  though  he  was  rich,  yet  for  our  fakes 
**  became  poor,  that  we,  through  his  poverty  might  be  rich.1* 
Let  us  confider  the  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  things,  and  this 
will  difpofe  us  to  employ  them  with  greater  cheorfulnefs  for  the 
relief  and  comfort  of  our  needy  brethren,  before  they  be  taken 
from  us,  or  we  by  death  be  divorced  from  them.  Above  all<, 
let  us  beg  of  God  the  influences  of  his  Spirit,  which  alone  can 
vanquifh  that  felfifhnefs  which  is  the  great  oppofer  of  charity , 
and  inclines  our  hearts  to  all  thofe  a£h  of  compaflkm  and  kind- 
nefs  which  adorn  our  Chrftian  profeflion,  and  by  their  beauty 
and  ufefulncfs  engage  others  to  glorify  our  heavenly  Father, 
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/&r  good  Jhepherd  ;  the  good  Jhepherd  giveth  his  life  for 

the  Jheep . 


THOUGH  Chrift  is  in  every  view  precious  to  them  that 
believe,  yet  fome  of  the  characters  which  he  fuftains,’ 
prelent  him  to  us  in  a  milder  light  than  others,  and  render  him 
comparatively  more  lovely  and  eftimable.  And  amidll  the  va¬ 
riety  of  titles  given  him  in  fcripture,  there  is  perhaps  none 
more  expreffive  of  condefcenfion  and  grace,  than  that  which  he 
is  pleafed  to  affume  in  my  text. 

As  many  of  the  Jews  were  (hepherds  by  occupation,  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  this  defcription  would  be  obvious  to  them  alt.  And 
they  who  were  enlightened  by  the  fpirit  of  God,  would  not 
only  perceive  the  propriety,  but  likewife  relifh  all  the  fweetnefs 
of  this  endearing  defignation. 

To  us*  indeed,  an  ailufion  to  the  paftoral  life  can  hardly  ap¬ 
pear  with  equal  beauty  and  (Length.  Many  circumftances  of 
fefembiance  would  (Like  thofe  who  were  acquainted  with  rural 
affairs,  which  mull  neceffarily  be  fuppofed  to  efcape  our  obser¬ 
vation.  But  though  we  cannot  trace  them  all  v/ith  a  critical 
exaftncfs,  yet  by  the  light  which  the  Scriptures  afford  us,  I 
&ope  I  (hall  be  able  to  bring  as  many  proofs  of  our  Lord's  care 
atid  tendernefs,  as  may  fuffi.ce  to  illuflrate  the  propriety  of  the 
allulion,  apd  {how  with  what  jullice  this  title  cf  the  Good 
Shepherd  is  claimed  by  our  Redeemer. 

I  begin  with  that  which  our  Lord  himfelf  appeals  in  the  text. 
I,”  lays  he,  «  am  the  good  Shepherd  :  the  good  Shepherd 
*•  giveth  his  life  for  the  Iheep.” 

It  was  a  fignal  proof  that  David  gave  of  his  care  and  tender- 
when  he  ventured  his  life  for  the  fake  cf  his  fhecp,  and 
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encountered  a  bear  and  a  lion  in  their  defence.  But  though 
attempt  w  as  hazardous,  it  was  not  altogether  defperate  ; 
he  had  hope  of  fuccefs,  and  adually  prevailed.  Befides,  the 
charge  committed  to  him  was  his  father’s  property,-  part  of 
vvnich  would  one  day  fall  to  his  own  fhare  :  fo.  that  his  pe^fon- 
almtereft  was  connedhed  with  the  preservation  of  it  ;  for  if  the 

decreased,  his  part  of  the  inheritance  would  have  been 
diminifhed  in  proportion, 

^  but  our  blefled  Lord  had  no  inducement  of  this  nature. _ - 

His  intereft  was  in  no  fhape  connected  with  our  welfare  :  his 
glory  and  happinefs  were  independent  of  us.  He  could  neither 
be  enriched  by  our  homage,  nor  impoverifhed  by  the  want  of 
itf  Befides,  we  had  forfeited  ail  title  to  his  prote&iorr,  and 
by  the  rnoft  wicked  and  unprovoked  rebellion  had  rendered 
ourfelves  the  objedts  of  his  juft  difpleafure.  Yet  fuch  was  his 
ires  aiH  unmerited  goodnefs,  that  he  not  only  hazarded- 
h’s  life  in  our  behalf,  but  voluntarily  refignecj  it,  that  we 
mignt  live  through  him.  c<  All  we,  like  fheep  had  gone  affray,5' 
lays  the’evangelical  Prophet,  (C  we  had  turned  every  one  to  his 
own  way.  But  <<  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranfgreftions, 
'p  ^le  was  hruifed  for  our  iniquities  f  ’  or,  in  the  language  of 
inc  New  rdtament,  cc  He  who  knew  no  fin,?  became  a  fin- 
criering  for  us*:  the  juft  one  fuffered  for  the  unjuft,  “  that  he 
“  might  bring  us  to  God,’5 

Had  our  cafe  been  merely  unfortunate,  like  that  of  a  weak 
a nd  harmlefs  lamb  feized  by  a  lion,  whom  it  could  neither  re- 
fift  nor  avoid,  pity  might  have  inclined  a  generous  heart  to 
attempt  fornething  for  our  deliverance.  But  our  mifery  was 
tne  efledf,  not  of  weaknefs,  but  of  voluntary  wickedncfs.— - 
We  chofe  it  in  its  caufe.  We  finned,  though  we  were  fore¬ 
warned  that  death  would  be  the  ifltie.  We  were  not  caught  by 
furpriie,  but  deliberately  fucrendered,  or  rather  fold  ourfelves 
to  the  adverfary.  Yet  in  this  fituation,  when  we  had  nothing  to 
invite,  tar  lefs  to  deferve,  his  regard  and  affeftion,  did  the 
blefted  Jefus  fly  to  our  relief  5  and  defeending  from  the  thro  in  - 
put  on  the  form  of  a  fervant,  that  in  our  place  he  might  fuffer 
ami  die  on  this  earth  which  he  had  made. 

Befides,  the  fatal  deeds  which  forfeited  our  happinefs  were 
fins  committed  diredflv  againft  himfelf.  It  was  his  own  law 
we  tranfgreffed,  his  own  royalty  we  invaded  :  we  fought  againft 
him  with  his  own  arms,  and  joined  in  confederacy  with  his, 
moft  inveterate  enemies.  So  that  every  obftacle  that  can  be 
imagined  lay  in  the  road  of  mercy  ,  the  blacked;  ingratitude, 
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the  molt  outrageous  inference  ;  in  a  word,  all  the  circumftan- 
ces  were  united  which  could  aggravate  our  guilt,  and  inflame 
the  wrath  of  him  again  ft  whom  we  finned  ;  and  confpired  to 
render  our  punifhment  not  only  a  righteous,  but  even  a  wife 
the  and  necefFary  exercife  of  feverity,  for  vindicating  the  ho® 
nour  of  fovereign*  and  for  maintaining  the  credit  and  influence 
of  his  government.  Nay,  as  the  threatening  was  publifhed  be® 
lore  the  penalty  was  incurred,  truth  as  well  as  juftice  demanded 
the  execution  of  it.  e 

Such  were  our  circumftances,  when  this  Friend  of  finners, 
but  the  enemy  of  fin,  came  upon  .the  wings  of  love  to  fave  us, 
“  Deliver  them,”  faid  hes  “  from  going  down  to  the  pit,5'  and 
againft  me  let  the  fword  of  juftice  be  unfheathed.  Here  was 
goodnefs,  generous,  difinterefted  goodnefs,  that  never  had,  and 
that  never  can  have,  a  parallel.  “  Scarcely  for  a  righteous  man 
“  will  one  die,  predaventure  for  a  good  man  fome  would  even 
C£  dare  to  die  but  who  hath  ever  heard  of  one  dying  for  an 
enemy  ?  Or  if  fuch  a  prodigy  could  be  found  among  men,  yet 
the  generofity  even  of  this  perfon  would  fall  infinitely  ftiort  of 
the  example  in  my  text  fuch  a  one  might  be  faid  to  refign  a 
life  ;  but  then  it  is  a  precarious,  dependent  life  ;  a  debt  payable 
on  demand  ;  a  leafe  revokable  at  pleafure.  A  mere  creature 
can  give  away  nothing  that  is  properly  his  own,  becaufe  he  has 
nothing  but  what  he  received.  Whereas  our  deareft  Lord  not 
only  died  in  tne  room  of  enemies,  but  by  dying  refigned  a 
life  that,  in  the  ftridleft  fenfe,  was  his  property:  for  fo  tie  fays 
in  the  18th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  “  1  have  power  to  lay  down 

my  life,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it  up  again. ”  He  had 
an  oft  ate  of  his  own  (fo  to  fpeak)  an  original,  and  therefore 
an  abfolute,  right  to  his  lire.  This,  as  it  gave  merit  and  effica¬ 
cy  to  his  death,  10  it  qualified  him  to  exhibit  that  myftery  of 
love,  which  angels  contemplated  with  increafing  wonder,  when 
e  aflumed  our  nature  and  became  our  Shepherd,  and  in  that 
character  gave  his  life  for  the  fheep. 

Buc  did  the  blefied  Jeius  ft  op  here  ?  .Did  lie  merely  re  ft  ore 
miners  to  a  capacity  of  happinefs,  by  expiating' their  guilt,  and 
paving  the  way  foi  tnerr  return  to  God  ?  Or,  to  carry  forward 
tne  allufion,  does  the  good  fhepherd  fatisfy  hjmfelf  with  retell¬ 
ing  his  fheep  from  the  jaws  of  the  lion,  and  then  leave  them  to 
their  own  condua,  to  find  the  road  back  to  the  fold  from  whence 
they  had  ftrayect  ?  No— For,  in  the 

2 d  piactq  He  alio  becomes  their  guide  ;  apd,  as  it  is  beauti¬ 
fy  exp  refled  in  the  23d  Pfiilm,  «  He  leads  ' 
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«s  of  ngbfcoufne fs  for  his  name’s  fake.”  tfow  amiable  does 
appear  when  introduced  by  Ezekiel,  fpeaking  after  this  manner  : 
**  Behold  I,  even  I,  will  both  fearch  my  fheep,  and  feek  them 
f<  out ;  as  a  Shepherd  feeketh  out  his  flock,  fo  will  I  feek  out 
“  my  fheep,  and  will  deliver  them  out  of  all  places  where 
they  have  been  Scattered  in  the  dark  and  cloudy  day.  I  will 
H  feek  that  which  was  loft,  and  bring  again  that  which  was  dr* 
**  ven  away;  I  will  bind  up  that  which  was  broken  and  ftrength- 
rf<  en  that  which  Was  fick.”  Of  the  fame  mild  and  gracious 
import  is  that  tender  reprefentation  in  the  prophecy  of  Ifaiah  : 

he  fhall  feed  his  flock  like  jvfhepherd ;  he  fhall  gather  the  lambs 
**  with  his  arms,  and  carry  them  in  his  bofofrn  andigently  lead 
them  that  are  with  young. In  alluficn  to  thefe  prophetical 
defcriptions  of  the  Mefliah,  our  Lord  himfeif  hath  declared  in 
the  new  Teftament,  that  « the  fon  of  man  is  come  to  feek  and 
«■«  to  fave  that  which  was  loft,”  And  having  in  this  chapter 
affix  med  the  title  of  a  Shepherd,  he  fays  in  the  16th  verfe, 
u  Other  fheep  I  have  which  are  not  of  this  fold,  them  alfo  I 
<*«  muft  bring,  and  they  fhall  hear  my  voiced’ 

And  indeed  this  exercife  of  his  paftoral  office  is  no  lefs  ne» 
ceffary  than  it  is  kind;  for  fuch  is  the  enmity  of  our  hearts* 
fuch  the  perverfenefs  of  our  natures,  that  after  all  he  has  done 
without  us,  to  bring  us  to  God,  yet  if  his  Spirit  did  not 
work  -within  us,  none  of  us  would  ever  think  of  returning  to 
him.  cc  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God  ;  for  it  is  not 
<  c  fuhjecft  to  the  law  of  G'od,  neither  indeed  can  be.”  Accord¬ 
ingly  Paul  reminds  the  converts  at  Ephefus,  that  till  Chrift 
quickened  them,  they  too  were  if  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins, 
(ii  and  children  of  wrath  even  as  others.”  Hear  the  language 
of  our  Lord  to  his  difciples  of  every  tribe  of  men,  “L  have  not 
«  chofen  me  ;  but  I  have  chofen  you  and  that  aflertion  of  the 
apolfte  which  is  univcrfally  true,  «  By  grace  ye  are  faved  through 
««  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.’* 
And  does*  he  not  merit  the  defignation  of  a  good  Shepherd, 
who  not  only  faves  his  flock  from  deftrudlion,  and  opens 
to  them  the  door  of  his  (beepTsld,  but  goes  after  them  into 
the  wilderr.efs,  purfues  them  whiift  they  are  flying  from  their 

his  fearch,  till  he  finds 
a  place  of  reft, where  eve- 
ies  require  ? — For  this  is  a 
having  brought  them  into 
nd  feeds  them  with  food 
did  David  fing  under  the 

fenfe 


own  happinefs,  and  never  gives  over 
them,  and  then  leads  them  in  fafety  to 
ry  thing  is  provided  that  their  neceffit 
yl proof  of  his  love  to  his  (beep  *,  j 
his  fold,  he  fupplies  ali  their  wants,  a 
convenient  for  them.  How  fwcetly 
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fcnfc  of  this  privilege,  .«*  The  Lord  is  my  fhepherd,  I  fhall  not 
want :  he  maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  paftures  ;  he  leadeth 
«c  me  befide  the  ftill  waters. “  The  yonng  lions  ttay  lack  and 
««  fuffer  hunger,  but  they  that  fear  the  Lord  fhall  not  lack  any 
«  good  thing.”— “  I  will  feed  them/’  (faid  God  by  the  Prophet 
Ezekiel,  chap,  xxxiv.  14.),  a  Twill  feed  them  in  a  good  par¬ 
se  ture,  and  upon  the. high  mountains  of  Ifrael  fhall  their  fold 
c<  be  :  there  fhall  they  lie  in  a  good  fold,  and  in  a  fat  pailui e 
fhall  they  feed  upon  the  mountains  of  Ifrael./  Here  peace  and 
affluence  are  reptefented  in  the  molt  fluking  and  agreeable  colouu<> 
And  that  this  promife  has  a  fpiritual  meaning,  and  extends  to 
the  Gofpei. church,  appears  from  verfe  23d,  where  the  Mefi ah, 
tinder  the  well  known  title  of  David,  is  brought  fully  into  view3 
as  the  perfon  by  whole  hand  thefe  bleflings  are  difpenfcch— — 
<<  I  will  Jet  up  one  fhepherd  over  them,  and  he  fliall  feed 
them,  even  my  fervant  David,  he  fhall  feed  them;  and  he 
U  fhall  be  their  fhepherd.  And  I  the  Lord  will  be  their  God, 
«  and  my  fervapt  David  a  prince  among  them  :  I  the  Lord  have 
u  fpeken  it.  And  I  will  make  with  them  a  covenant  of  peace, 
«<  and  will  caufe  the  evil  heafts  to  ceafe  out  of  the  land  :  and 
they  fhall  dwell  fafely  in  the  wildernefs,  and  fleep  in  the 
woods.  Aud  i  will  male  them,  and  the  places  round  about 
«  my  hill,  a  blefling  and  I  will, caufe  the  {bower  to  come  down 
5«  in  his.feafon  •  there  fhall  be  (bowers  of  blefling,  And  I  will 
raife  up  from  them  a  plant  of  renown,  and  they  fliall  be  no 
<c  more  confumed  with  hunger  in  the  land.’’  It  is  net  im¬ 
probable  that  our  Lord  had  this  prophetical  defenption  in  his 
eye,  when  he  faid  in  the  9th  verfe  of  this  chapter,  ((  I  am  the 
door  (of  the  fheep) ;  by  me  if  any  man  enter,  in,  he  fhall 
I{  be  faved,  and  fhall  go  in  and  out,  apd  find  pafture.”  But 
how  muff  it  amaze  us,  to  hear  from  his  own  lips,  that  he 
is  not  only  the  door  by  which  the  fheep  enter  into  the 
paflure,  but  is  himfelf  the  pafture  upon  which  they ,  feed  ; 
yet  thefe  are  his  words*  in  the  6th  chapter  of  this  gof- 
pel,  at  the  51ft  and  following  verfes  ;  “  I  am  the  bread  of 
life,  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven  ;  if 
<c  any  man  eat  of  this  bread,  he  fhall  live  for  ever  :  and  the 
u  bread  that  I  will  give  is  my  flefh,  which  I  will  give  for  the 
*c  lif'e  of  the  world  :  Verily,  verily,  I  fay  unto  you,  except  ye 
eat  the  fiefh  of  the  fon  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have 
no  life  in  you.  Whofo  eateth  my  flefh,  and  drinketh 
i(  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life  *,  for  my  flefh  is  meat  in 
**  deed,  and  my  blood  is  drink  indeed*55  Nay,  is  not  this 
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precious  food.  to  be  difpenfed  to  us 'this  day,  in  the  holy  lacrs- 
nieixt  ,  undo**  the  figniticant  emblems  of  bread  and  wine,  when 
the  good  ihepherd  fhalt*  fay,  and  fay  it  with  power,  to  thofe 
who  believe  in  him,  and  know  his  voice,  “  Take  and  eat  *,  this 
“  is  my  body  broken  for  you  :  and  this  cup  is  the  New  Tefta- 
“  ttient'in  my  blood*,  drink  ye  all  of  it.”  I  fuppofe  I  need 
“  not  inform  you,  that  thefe  expreffions  are  figurative.  You 
have  long  been  taught  that  the  Lord’s  fttpper  is  a  facrarnent* 
wherein,  by  giving  and  receiving  bread  and  wine,  according 
to  Chrifts  appointment,  his  death  is  fhewed  forth,  and  the 
worthy  receivers  are  not  after  a  corporal  and  carnal  manner, 
but  by  faith,  made  partakers  of  his  body  and  blood,  with 
all  his  benefits,  to  their  fpiritual  nourifhment  and  growth 

ir^  grace. - This  is  not  the  worldling’s  portion,  the 

whole  amount  of  which  is  vanity  and  vexation  :  No, 
this  is  fubftantial  food,  even  all  the  biddings  of  the  new  and 
well  ordered  covenant,  the  juftification  of  our  perfons,  the 
renovation  of  our  natures,  adoption  into  the  family  of  God* 
affiirance  of  his  love,  peace  of  confcience,  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoft  $  in  a  word,  all  the  unfearchable  riches  of  his  grace.— 
Thus  doth  Ohrid  feed  his  flieep  ;  he  invefts  them  with  a  right 
to  all  the  bleffings  of  his  purchafe,  and  diftributes  thefe  blef» 
fmgsas  their  neeeffities  require,  till,  as  Paul  hath  expreffed  it, 
(Eph.  iii.  19.)  “  They  are  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  Godd* 
— Lut  farther  in  the 

4//)  place,  It  belongs  to  a  good  fhepherd  to  defend  his  hocks. 
as  well  as  to  feed  them.  And  this  office  he  like  wife  performs  in 
the  moft  effectual  manner.  He  watches  over  them  by  night  and 
by  day  j  for  “  he  that  keeps  Ifrael,  neither  {lumbers  nor  fleeps.’* 
u  Fear  not,”  fays  he  (C  for  I  am  with  thee  ;  be  not  difmayed^ 
for  I  am  thy  God  :  I  will  drengthen  thee,  yea  I  will  help 
«  thee,  yea  I  will  hold  up  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my 
u  righteoufnefs.,,  Their  enemies  indeed  are  many  and  fir  on  g, 
but  he  is  mighty  on  whom  their  help  is  laid.  lie  makes  his 
grace  fufficient  for  them*  and  will  keep  them  by  his  power 
through  faith  unto  falvation.  Hear  his  own  words,  in  the  27th 
and  following  verfes  of  this  chapter,  “  My  flieep  hear  my 
i€  voice,  and  1  know  them,  and  they  follow  me.  And  I  give 
“  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  (hail  never  perifh,  neither 
fliall  any  pluck  them  out  of  my  hand.  My  father  wire*  gave 
them  me,  is  greater  than  all  :  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them 

out 

*  Preached  on  a  commit?  ion  Sabbat  h. 
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P  cut  of  my  Fathers  hand.  I  and  my  father  are  one.’’  He 
forefees  the  trials  which  are  coming  upon  them  ;  and  prays  for 
them  eifeftualiy,  that  their  faith  may  not  fail.  He  gives  power 
to  the  faint,  and  to  them  thgt  have  no  might  he  increafes 
ilrength.  And  when  at  any  time  they  {tumble  and  fail,  he 
comes  feafonably  to  their  relief,  lifts  up  their  hands  which  hang 
down,  and  ftrengthens  their  feeble  knees  5  and  having  enlarged 
their  hearts,  enables  them  to  run  in  the  way  of  his  command¬ 
ments.  ,  Thus  does  he  coodudf  them  through  the  flippery  paths 
of  life,  and  continues  to  be  their  guardian  even  until  death*— 
Neither  does  lie  leave  them  at  the  hour  of  death. — -For, 

S^h*  .  When  they  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  (hadow  of 
death,  his  rod  and  his  ftaff  comfort  and  fuftain  them.  He  for¬ 
tifies  andcheers  their  departing  fpirits  ;  and  when  the  evening 
fhadows  gather  thick  around  Sherry  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  Com¬ 
forter,  is  fent  to  fay  to  them,  that  death  as  well  as  life  is  theirs* 
Nay,  «  the  good  Shepherd  himfelf  who  gave  his  life  for  the 
/beep,’’  will  fay  tg  them  in  this  awful  hour,  “  Fear  not,  I 
am  he  that  liyeth  and  was  dead  5  and  behold  l  am  alive  for 

•*  cver  and  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  death  : - 1  ani 

c<  the  reiurredfion  and  the  life  :  he  that  beiieveth  on  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  lived*  What  a  multitude  ef 
faints,  who  now  inherit  the  promifes,  have  in  their  lad  mo¬ 
ments  experienced  the  effeft  of  thefe  gracious  and  joyful  afihran- 
ees  !  In  how  many  inftances  hath  a  lively  and  unexpected  view 
or  tiie  promifes  ot  God,  and  of  the  great  redemption,  fuftain- 
ed  and  even  elevated  a  dying  faint,  who,  from  the  infirmities  of 
the  body,  or  other  cauies,  was,  through  fear  of  death,  fub- 
jecf  to  bondage  all  his  life  !  The  fenfiole  prefence  of  the  good 
Shepherd,  in  thefe  awful  moments,  will  fupport  the  mod  fear¬ 
ful,  and  the  seebled  or  the  flock.  It  will  enable  him  that  hath 
na  might,  to  triumph  over  death,  and  him  that  hath  the  power 
©f  death  *  and,  even  in  the  prefence  of  the  king  of  terrors,  it 
will  teach  him  this  fong  of  vidlory,  “  My  fleffi  and  my  heart 
faileth ;  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my  por- 
“  tion  forever.^— «  Thanks  be  unto  God,  which  hath  ai*. 
en  me  the  viftory,  through  Jefu.s  Chrift  my  Lord”—— 
For  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  death  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities  nor  powers,  nor  things  prefent,  nor  things 

*  !r?  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature, 

(hah  be  able  to  feparrate  me  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Chnft  my  Lord.”  It  is  true  the  faints  of  God  have  not 
ad  the  fame  degreg  of  {enfible  comfort  at  the  hour  of  death.  The 
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wifdom  of  heaven  may  fometimes  permit  them  to  {hut  their 
eyes,  without  perceiving  the  full  extent  of  the  bleftednefs  of 
them  who  die  in  the  Lord,  or  without  having  received  thofe  fen^ 
fible  tokens  of  their  vidlory  over  death.  But,  “  though  weep- 
ing  may  endure  for  a  night,’*  while  they  are  yet  ftruggling  to 
be  rdeafed  from  the  mortal  'tabernacle  their  fpirits  Audi  awake  to 
everlafting  joy. — For,  in  the  *  :  '  "  "  ■  '  '  -  * 

6th  and  laji  place,  When  the  morning  of  the  day  that  never 
ends  (hall  dawn,  they  fhali  again  fee  the  good  Shepherd  ftretcho 
ing  out  his  arms  to  receive  them  into  everlafting  habitations*  * 
They  (hall  fee  him  as  he  is  they  (hall  '*  be  fatisfied  with 
his  iikenefsT  The  manhons  which  he  is  now  preparing  for 
them  will  then  be  ready.  Each  of  them  fhali  enter  into  the 
blefled  abode  provided  for  him,  44  They  fhali  go  no  more  out 
ic  for  ever  j”  and  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midit  of  the  throne 
fhali  feed  them;  and  fhali  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of 
cc  water:  and  God  (hall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.1* 
Then  fhali  they  fi  ng  •  together  with  united  gratitude  and  joy^ 
the  triumphant  and  eternal  fong  of  praifef  faying,  (i  Worthy^ 

(c  is  the  lamb  that  was  llain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wifdom,  and  {Length,  and  honour,  and  glory  and  blefting  :  for 
**  thou  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  cut  of  every 
gc  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people,  and  nation.  Salvation  to 
our  God,  which  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb.**’ 
And  now  fay,  my  dear  brethren;  in  the  review  of  what  you 
have  heard,  is  not  the  Lord  jefus  a  Good  Shepherd  indeed  f 
He  redeemed  his  dock  with  his  blood,  and  ‘guides  them  by  his 
Spirit,  and  feeds  them  with  all  the  rich  fruits  of  his  purchafe* 
He  defends  them  in  life,  accompanies  them  through  death, 
and  condutls  them  •  to  thofe  regions  of 1  light  and  love^ 
where  they  (hall  dwell  in  his  prefence  forever  more,  eating  the- 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  drinking  the  water  of  the  river  of 
life,  following  the  Lamb,  whitherfoever  he' goethc 

Thrice  happy  they  who  are  the  fheep  of  his  pafture  ;  who, 
allured  by  his  love,  and  aided  by  His  grace,  have  returned  to 
him  as  the  u  Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  their  fouls.”  ’ 

Let  me  then  call  upon  fuch  for  of  fuch,  I  truft^  a  goodly 
number  are  aflembled  in  this  place  £  let  me  I  fay,  call  upon  them 
*to  refle£l,  with  gratitude  and  joy, ‘upon  the  * proofs  they  have 
already  received  of  his  care  and  tendernefs.  Remember  how 
he  found  you  wandering  in  the  wildernefs,  expofed  to  every 
beaft  of  prey,  infenfible  of  your  danger,  and  unable  to  avoid 
it.  Remember  how  he  opened  your  eyes  to  fee  your  miferyj 
-  .  .  •  ,.T  <•*  -  .  ,•  • -  •'  and 
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and  not  only  difcover  the  all-fufRcient  remedy  but  powerfully 
determined  and  enabled  you  to  apply  it.  And  let  thefe  paft  ex¬ 
periences  endear  him  to  your  fouls,  and  ftrengthen  your  de¬ 
pendence  on  him,  for  whatever  eife  may  be  tieceffary  to  com¬ 
plete  your  falvation.  . 

This  is  the  natural  tendency  of  the  representation  I  nave 

o-iven  you,  and  this  is  the  improvement  of  it  that  beft  fuits  the 
occafion  of  ourprefent  meeting.  The  Good  Shepherd  is  this 
day  to  feed  his  own  flieep,  in  the  fatteft  part  of  that  pafture 
which  his  love  hath  prepared  for  them.  Tne  ordinance  now 
before  us,  doth  not  merely  exhibit  the  riches  of  his  grace,  but 
feals  and  applies  them  to  each  believer  in  particular,  that  having 
this  fecurity  fuperadded  to  the  unchangeable  promife  and  oath  of 
God,  they  may  “  have  a  ftrong  confolation,  who  have  fled 

for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  fet  beioie  them. 

With  this  view,  then,  let  us  approach  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
and  pray,  that  this  gofpel  feaft  may  prove  effe&ual,  by  his 
bleffing,  to  confirm  our  faith,  to  inflame  our  love,  and  to  enliven 
our  hope  *,  that  by  the  nourifhment  it  affords,  we  may  be 
ftrengthened  to  purfue  our  journey  through  this  wildernefs,  till 
having  pafJed  the  J  ordah  of  death,  and  arrived  at  the  heavenly 
Canaan,  faith  and  hope  fhall  become  fight  and  enjoyment,  and 
love,  ever  growing  with  the  ages  of  eternity,  fhall  embrace 
with  increafing  vigour  and  delight^  the  Good  Shepherd  who 
gave  his  life  for  the  fheep.  Amen, 
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Hebrews  xiii. 


He  hath  /aid,  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  for  fake  thee. 


nrrilS  CAR>^r,ta^^e  ^e^^arat*on  or  promife  is  introduced  by 
wfr  .  ■  Apoftle,  to  enforce  the  duty  of  contentment,  to 

f  ‘C“  J?c  exhorted  the  Hebrews  in  the  proceeding  part  of 
*fe  Ve,r.rf  .  Nothing  can  be  more  unbecoming  in  a  child  of  God, 
than  diiTatisfadion  with  his  prefent  condition,  or  anxiety  about 
ns  future  pronfion  in  the  world.  It  is  no  wonder  to  fee  world. 
V  ™en»  whof';  portion  of  good  things  lies  wholly  upon  earth, 
??  -ino  tnemfelves  with  thick  clay,  and  eagerly  grafping  every 
thing  which  their  craving  appetites  demand.  Such  perfons  can¬ 
not  but  be  uneafy  when  they  meet  with  difappointments  ; 
became,  having  nothing  defirable  in  profped  beyond  die  grave, 

rk°/vg  •  ,  Prefent  enj0yments  they  lofe  tSeir  all.  But  the 

-nriltian,  who  knows  of.  a  treafure  in  heaven,  a  treafure  incor¬ 
ruptible  m  ns  own  nature,  and  which  no  fraud  nor  force  can  take 
rom  him  may  and  ought  to  look  down  with  a  holy  indifference 
upon  every  thing  heie  below,  refigning  himfelf  entirely  to  the 
dilpoial  of  his  heavenly  Father,  who  not  only  knows  what  is 
be  or  him,  bat  hath  likewife  obliged  himfelf,'*by  covenant  and 
promife,  to  make  ail  things  work  together  for  the  eternal  ad¬ 
vantage  of  thole  who  love  him  and  confide  in  hi§  mercy. 

It  was  this  argument  which  Chrift  ufed,  with  his  difciples,  to 
l-.tiade  them  from  an  anxious  folicitude  about  their  temporal 
concerns.  (Matth.  vi.  31.),  “Take  no  thought,  faying,  What 
C(  ihall  we  eat  ?  or  what  Ihall  we  drink  ?  or  wherewithal  fliall 

Y/e,  ke  clothed  ?  For  after  thefe  things  do  the  Gentiles 
“  j®,c>  an(l  y°ur  heavenly  father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of 

“  all  thefe  things.  But  feck  yc  firft  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
-  ^IS  righteoufnefs ;  and  aJl  thele  things  fliall  be  added  unto 

“  you,” 
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w  you.”  God  will  fupport  and  maintain  his  own  people,  as  long 
as  he  has  any  fervice  for  them  in  this  world.  He  knows  all  their 
wants  ;  and  as  his  goednefs  ccnftantly  inclines  him,  fo  his  power 
doth  at  all  times  enable  him  to  beftow  every  needful  fupply  in  its 
feafon.  And  can  our  intereft  be  lodged  in  better  hands  ?  who 
that  believes  this,  would  chcofe  to  be  the  difpofer  of  his  own 
lot  ?  “  The  Lord  reigneth,55  fays  the  Pfalmift,  <4  let  the  earth 
u  rejoiced5  And  furely  they  who  can  fay,  This  God  is  our 
God,  our  father  and  our  friend,  have  caufe  to  rejoice  in  every 
condition,  and  mu  ft  a£f  very,  inconfiftcntiy  with  their  profeflieu 
and  hopes  if  any  thing  from  without  can  difturb  their  inward 
peace  and  tranquility.— -I  propofe  therefore,  in  dependence 
upon  divine  aid, 

Firft,  To  fhew  the  import  of  this  gracious  promife,  u  I  will 
u  never  leave  thee  nor  for  fake  thee.5’ 

Secondly,  I  fnall  enqure  who  the  perfons  are  that  may  apply 
the  comfort  of  this  promife  to  themfelves. 

Thirdly,  I  fhall  lay  before  you  fome  of  thofe  grounds  of  af- 
fur  a  nee  on  which  the  people  of  God  may  depend  on  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  this  promife  ;  and  then  direct  you  to  the  prst£fci~ 
cal^ppjrovement  of  the  fubjedt. 

I  begin  with  the  import  of  the  promife  itfelf,  <£  I  will  never 

leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee. — And, 

ijl.  I  t  is  here  fuppofed,  that  all  other  things  may  forfake  us  ; 
for  in  this  promife  God  plainly  intends  to  diftinguifti  himfeff 
from  tne  cieatures,  by  claiming  this  perfection  of  conftancy  or 
un cha n geablene fs ,  as  an  attribute  peculiar  to  himfelf.  Vanity 
is  engraved  in  deep  and  legible  char  a  tiers  upon  every  thing  be- 
low  the  fun.  All  things  on  earth  are  perifhing  in  their  own  na« 
ture,  and  fo  fleeting  and  deceitful,  that  they  who  lean  upon 
them,  only  fecure  to  themfelves  a  more  intenie  degree  of  pain 
and  taxation  *  for  fooner  or  later  they  will  flide  from,  under 
them,  and  leave  nothing  in  their  room,  but  the  difgrace  of  at 
foolifh  choice,  and  the  bitternefs  of  difappointed  hope.  K:£« 
tory  affords  us  innumerable  proofs  of  this.  *The  wifeft  men  in 
every  age  have  obferved  and  lamented  the  mutability  of  all 
earthly  things  ",  and  we  need  only  keep  our  eyes  2nd  our  ears 

open,  io  learn  this  truth,  by  fomc  frefb  example,  every  dav 
we  live.  ,  J  7 

_  ^ow  or^en  do  we  fee  riches  make  unto  themfelves  wings,  and 
tree  away  as  an  eagle  towards  heaven  ?  What  a  variety  of  acci¬ 
dents  may  fuddcnly  deprive  a  man  of  all  his  fubftance,  and  re- 
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duce  him  to  the  lowed  date  of  poverty  and  want*  ?  A  dorm  at 
fea,  or  a  fire  at  land,  will  in  a  few  hours  confume  the  labours  of 
many  years  :  and  he  , who,  whilft  I  fpeak,  pofiefleth  plenty  of 
all  things,  and  promifeth  himfelf  a  long  fucceflion  of  pr.ofpe- 
rous  days,  may,  before  .to-morrow’s  fun,  find  himfelf  dripped 
of  all  his  fubftance,  and  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  bounty  of 
others  for  the  common  necefiaries  of  life.  How  many,  who 
beaded  that  their  mountain  flood  ftrong,  have  fuddenly  been 
thrown  down  from  the  higheil  pinnacle  of  power  and  greatnefs  ? 
Even  princes,  .when  they  lead  dreamt  of  it,  have  been  forced 
to  exchange  their  palace  for  a  prifon  ;  and  have  learnt  by  lad 
experience*  that  crowns  are  but  tottering  emblems  of  power* 
and  that  royalty  itfelf  hath  no  exemption  from  the  viciffitude  o£ 
fhbiunarv  things.  Reputation  and  friends,  health  and  all  bodi¬ 
ly  advantages,  yea  reafon,  with  all  the  endowments  of  the  m.indf 
xre  fo  uncertain  and  mutable,  that  no  man  can  promife 
on  the  poffeflion  of  them.  The  faired  charaCier  may  be 
fullied  with  the  breath  of  calumny  ;  oitr  friends  .may  prove 
falfe,  or  abandon  us  through  midake  |  or  when  they  are 
faithful,  and  in  all  refpeCls  comfortable  to  us,  yet  death  may 
fhatch  them  from  us,  one  after  another,  till  we.  are  in  a  man* 
ner  left  foiitary  in  the  midd  of  the  earth.  Health  and  drength* 
and  whatever  elfe  belongs. to  the  body,  are  of  all  things  the 
lead  d  urable,  and  the  mod  fubjeCt  to  change.  Life  itfelf  is 
but  a  vapour,  which,  for  any  thing  we  know,  may  vaniih  into 
air  the  very  next  breath  we  draw.  We  fee  frequently  .  alfop 
that  the  mind  ,  as  well  as  the  body,  is  liable  to  many  fad  difaf- 
ters.  In  fome  men,  the  intellectual  powers  are  fo  blunted  and 
impaired,  that  they  feem  to  be  almod  totally  extinguifhed  y  and* 
in  others,  fo  drangely  difordered,  that,  ind.ead  of  being  ofuie  to 
them,  they  ferve  only  to  render  them  more  completely  wretch- 
edl  In  a  word,  our  condition  upon  earth  is  liable  to  continual 
alteration,  and  there  is  nothing  we  can  be  fecure  of,  fo  much 
as  for  one  moment.  How  foolifh  then  are  they  who  promife 
themfeives  any  durable  happinefs  in  this  world  ?.  Such  perfons 
may  truly  be  faid  to  build  their  houfe  upon  the.  land  ;  and 
though  perhaps  they  may  be  allowed  to  raife  it  to  fome  height* 
yet  ere  loug.  fome  fudden  unforefeen  dorm,  (hall  lay  it  in  ruins® 
and  bury  all  their  vain  expeditions  under.it. 

But  what  I  would  chiefly  ohferve  upon  this  head  is,  that  fre¬ 
quently  the  people  of  God  are  exercifed  with  the  fevered  trials* 
and  meet  with  the  (harped  afHi&ions  while  they  remain  upon 

earth.  For  this  mutability  of  the  creatures  is  not  the  effeCl  of 
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thancty  but  of  de/ign,  God  thereby  defigns  to  render  all  thofe 
inexcufeable,  who  choofe  them  for  their  portion  :  and  when  his 
own  children  are  in  danger  of  being  enfnated  by  them,  he  pulls 
them  as  it  were,  with  violence  out  of  their  hands,  that  they  may 
beware  of  contracting  too  clofe  an  alliance  with  them  in  future. 
He  will  not  fuffer  them  to  continue  long  in  fo  dangerous  an  er¬ 
ror  ;  and  he  fcends  the  rod  to  undeceive  them  :  he  frequently 
repeats  the  itroke,  to  remind  them  that  they  are  only  fojourners 
in  a  ftrange  land,  and  to  quicken  their  defires  for  their  Father’s 
houfe  above  5  for  their  Father’s  houfe,  where  alone  they  fliail 
have  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  pieafures  for  evermore. 

2 d/y,  As  the  inconftancy  of  the  creatures  is  here  fuppofed, 
fo  this  promife  neceflarily  implies,  that  the  prefence  of  Go. I 
with  his  people  is  a  fufficient  ground  of  confolation  in  every 
flate  and  condition  of  life.  David  was  fenfbie  of  this  when  he 
faid,  in  the  23d  Pfalm,  “  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley 
of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil,  for  thou  art  with 
4t  me  and  upon  the  fame  principle,  the  Prophet  Habakkuk 
triumphs  in  name  of  the  church.  Although  the  fig-tree  (hall 
“  not  blofTom,  neither  fhall  there  be  fruit  in  the  vines,  the  la- 
bour  of  the  olive  flrall  fail,  and  the  fields  (hall  yield  no  meat, 
the  flock,  fhall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  (hall  be 
no  herd  in  the  Halls  5  yet  will  I  rejoice  lit  the  Lord,  I  will 
joy  in  the  God  of  my  dlvation.’7 

We  read  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  that  after  Nebuchadnezzar 
the  king  had  caufed  Shadrach,  Mefhech,  and  Abednego,  to 
be  call  into  the  burning  fiery  furnace,  he  was  aftoniilied,  and. 
rofe  up  in  hade,  and  faid  unto  his  counfellors,  <c  Did  net  we 
u  caH  three  men  bound  into  the  midd  of  the  fire?  And  Id*,  I  fee 
four  men  loofe,  walking  in  the  midd  of  the  fire,  and  they  have 
u  no  hurt:  and  the  form  of  the  fourth  is  like  the  Son  of  God.’* 
Is  there  a  man  who  reads  this  pafiage,  that  does  not  prefer  the 
condition  of  thefe  captives,  to  all  the  fplendors  of  the  Babylo- 
nidi  throne  ?  Hpw  little  does  the  trembling  monarch  feem,  though 
furrounded  with  his  counfellors  ?  How  glorious  do  the  three 
young  Jews  appear,  whi*id  walking  amidd  flames  with  their  God 
and  Saviour  ?  How  would  they  rejoice  in  this  exalted  privilege  ? 
And  yet,  my  brethren,  all  the  faints  who  have  God  really  prefen t 
with  thenn,  although  they  cannot  fee  him  with  their  bodily  eyes, 
have  equal  caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  midd  of  tribulation.  For  if 
God  be  with  them,  then  He  who  is  infinitely  wife,  who  is  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  all  their  wants,  aad  can  never  be  at  a  lofs 
to  know  what  Is  good  forjhcm.  He  is  with  them  who  is  infi- 
Vol,  IL  I  i  nitely 
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nitely  powerful,  and  can  eafily  perform  whatever  his  unerring 
wifdom  {hall  luggeft.  _  He  is  with  them  who  is  perfectly  good, 
yea,  goodnefs  itfelf  \  who  is  always  difpofed  to  employ  his  wife 
dom  in  contriving,  and  his  power  in  executing  whatever  is  necefe 
lary  for  their  interefl  and  happinefs.  Yea,  he  is  with  them  who 
hath  already  bellowed  on  them  the  greatefl  of  all  bleffings,  even 
Jefus  Chriit  his  unfpeakable  gift  :  and  as  the  Apoftle  reafons. 
ii  If  God  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
us  all,  how  lha!i  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all 
fC  things  And  is  not  the  prefence  of  fuch  a  God  fuffitient 
for  the  comfort  of  his  people  at  all  times  ?  Who  would  mourn 
the  lofs  of  a  taper,  who  enjoys  the  light  of  the  fun  ?  Ail  the 
creatures  are  nothing  without  God  :  whereas  he  is  all  in  all  ; 
“  in  his  favour  is  life,  and  his  loving  kindnefs  isbetterthan  life/* 
Even  Balaam  was  ccnftrained  to  confefs  this  truth  in  the  prefence 
of  Balak,  (Numb,  xxiii.  23.)  furely”  fays  he,  “  there  is  no 
u  enchantment  againfl  Jacob,  nor  any  divination  againfl  1  fe 
S(  rael  :  for  the  Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and  the  fhout  of 
cc  a  king  is  among  them.”  If  the  happinefs  of  Solomon's 
courtiers  excited  the  admiration  of  the  queen  of  Sheba  be- 
caufe  they  had  accefs  to  the  prefence  of  fo  wife  and  magnificent 
a  king,  how  inconceivably  more  happy  are  they  who  are  the 
friends,  nay,  the  children  of  the  King  of  kings,  who  have  the 
infinitely  perfect'  and  ail-fufhcient  Jehovah  continually  near  to 
them  ? — Which  leads  me  to  ©bferve,  in  the 

3 d  place,  That  the  conftant  prefence  of  God  with  his  people 
is  the  blefiing  exprefsly  contained  in  this  promife,  “  I  will  ne« 
ver  leave  thee  nor  forfake  theeT  All  other  things  may  for- 
fake  you.  Riches  may  take  wings  and  fly  away*,  friends  may 
defert  you,  or  they  may  die  ;  your  reputation  may  be  Halt¬ 
ed  ;  your  health  and  flrength  may  fail  and  decay  ;  yea,  me¬ 
mory,  judgment  and  all  the  faculties  of  your  mind,  may  be 
weakened  or  deftroyed  :  <c  but  I  will  never  leave  you,  I  will  ne- 
<c  ver  fCrfake  you  *,  my  friendfhip  is  unchangeable  *,  “  and 
u  whom  I  love,  I  love  to  the  end.”  All  this,  faith  the  Apoftlea. 
God  hath  faid  ;  but  he  doth  not  tell  us  when  or  where  he  hath 
{aid  it,  becaufe  he  hath  faid  it  fo  often,  and  upon  fuch  various 
occafions,  that  it  is  to  be  met  with  almoft  every  where  in  ferip- 
ture,  and  in  a  manner  founds  through  the  whole  revelation  of 
his  will  And  indeed  I  cannot  illuftrate  this  head  better,  than 
by  reciting  fome  of  thofe  pafiages  where  this  general, and  com- 
prehenfive  promife  is  particularly  applied  for  the  comfort  ot 
God’s  people,  under  the  various  trials  and  alfiidtion  to  which 
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they  are  expofed  in  this  world.  All  who  are  acquainted  with 
their  Biblcs3  will  remember  to  have  read  fuch  pafiages  as  thefe  ; 
«  When  thou  pafleft  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee  ; 
«  and^through  the  rivers,  they  fhall  not  overflow  thee  :  when 
thou  walked  through  the  fire,  thou  fhalt  not  be  burnt,  neir 
“  fhall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee  ;  for  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
(i  God.”— u  When,  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there 
*(  is  none,  and  their  tongue  faileth  for  third,  I  the  Lord  will 
**  hear  them,  f  the  God  of  Ifrael  will  not  forfake  them.  I  will 
open  rivers  in  high  places,  and  fountains  in  the  midd  of  the 
vallies  :  I  will  make  the  wildernefs  a  pool  of  water,  and  the 
dry  land  fprings  of  water.”—-' u  The  Lord  will  be  a  refuge  for 
*6  the  opprefled,  a  refuge  in  time  of  trouble,”  — u  The  Lord 
*c  will  not  fuffer  the  foul  of  the  righteous  to  famifh.” — He. 
(hall  dwell  on  high,  his  defence  (hall  be  the  munition  of 
rocks.  Bread  (hall  be  given  him,  his  water  fhall  be  fure.”— 
*s  The  Lord  will  drengthen  him  upon  the  bed  of  languifhing. 
u  Thou  wilt  make  all  his  bed  in  his  ficknefs.” — A  father  of 
u  the  fatherlefs,  a  judge  of  the  widows  is  God  in  his  holy  ha- 
u  bitation.”— ' (i  Fear  not,’*  faith  he,  “  for  I  am  with  thee  ; 
5‘  be  not  diimayed,  for  I  am  thy  God.  I  will  drengthen  thee  ; 
**  yea,  I  will  help  thee  ;  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the  right 
hand  of  my  righteoufnefs.,\ 

I  might  quote  many  other  texts,  where  God  promifeth  to  be 
with  his  people  in  every  cafe  of  didrefs  that  can  be  fuppofed  ; 
but  I  fhall  have  faid  enough  to  give  you  fome  notion  of  the  vad 
extent  of  this  comfortable  promife,  when  I  have  added,  that 
it  reachefch  beyond  the  grave,  and  comprehends  no  lefs  than  eter¬ 
nity  itfelf.  As  God  will  not  leave  his  people  in  life,  as  he  will 
not  forfake  them  at  death  5  fo  he  will  receive  them  at  lad  into 
glory,  and  make  them  to  dwell  for  ever  in  his  immediate  pre¬ 
fence.  But  who  are  his  people  ?  Who  are  the  happy  perfons 
that  may  apply  the  comfort  of  this  prpmife  to  themfelves  l 
This  is  the 

Se  cond' thing  1  propofed  to  enquire  into. 

And,  in  general,  this  promife  is  addrefled  to  believers  in 
Chrid  Jefus,  and  to  them  only,  exclufive  of  all  others  :  fo.r 
this  is  the  order  which  God  hath  edablifhed.  He  fird  gives 
us  his  Son  ;  and  when  tins  cc  unfpeakable  gift”  is  thankfully  re¬ 
ceived,  then,  together  cs  with  him,  he  freely  gives  “  us  all  o- 
ther  things.”  Men  may  fancy  themfelves  upon  good 
terms  with  God  upon  account  of  fome  moral  qualifica¬ 
tions. 
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nons  of  which  they  are  poffeffed  ;  and  T  gr eatly  fufpeft. 
that  many  among  us  are  ruined  by  this  miftake  :  but  I  am  not 
airaid  to  affirm,  that  no  moral  qualifications  whatever  cat*  recon¬ 
cile  a  (inner  to  God,  or  intitle  him  to  plead  any  one  promife 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Bible  to  the  end  of  it.  The  reafen 
is  plain  :  All  the  bie dings  promifed  in  the  gofpel  were  pur- 
chafed  by  Chrift  with  the  price  of  his  own  blood.  To  him 
they  belong  of  right  5  for  in  regard  Qf  “  his  humbling  himfelf, 
and  becoming  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the 
"  cJofs>  God  bath  highly  exajtcd  •hirn/>  and  >  hath  put  all 
tnings  under  his  feet,  and.  hath  given,  him  to  be  head,  over 
^  all  things  to  the  church”  Accordingly  Chrift  himfelf  fays 
(Matth.  xu  27.).  “  All  things  are  delivered  unto  me  of  my 
Father  :  and  (Malta.  xxvm.  (<  All  power  is  given  un~ 
54  to  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth,”  Every  good  and  perfect:  gift, 
therefore,  muft  be  conveyed  to  us  through  his  hands  ?  and  it  is 
not  oniy^a  vain,  but  I  may  even  call  it  an  impious  attempt,  to 
add  ids  God  immediately  for  thofe  blelfings  which  he  hath  al¬ 
ready  given  to  his  Son,  and  committed  to  his  difpofal  as  King  of 
/oion,  for  the  hehoot  of  his  true  and  fpiritual  fubjeCts.  All 
trie  promifes  111  Scripture  muft  neceflarLy  be  explained  in  a  con* 
fiftency  with  this  great  fundamental  truth  ;  and  when  the  per* 
fons  to  whom  they  are  addrefled  are  described  by  any  moral 
qualification,  fuch  as  righteotifneis,  mercifulnefs,  and  the  like, 
it  muft  always  be  underftuod,  that  they  are  preview  ily  in  a  date 
of  friendfhip  with  God  5  and  that  thefe  qualifications  are  men¬ 
tioned,  not  as  the  terms  of  their  acceptance  with  him,  but 
only  asthc  fruit  and  evidence  of  that  faith  which  unites  them  to 
Chrift,  in  whom  all  the  promifes  are  Yea  and  Amen.” 

Would  any  then  know,  whether  they  may  apply  to  themfelvcs 
the  gracious  and  comfortable  promife  in  my  text,  they  muft  firft 
of  all  try  their  relation  to  Chrift.  If  they  are  (till  unacquainted 
with  this  great  and  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man;  if  they 
have  never  fled  to  him  as  their  city  of  refuge,  nor  accepted  of 
him  as  the  “  Lord  their  righteoufnefs  and  their  ftrength  it 
is  certain  that  they  have  no  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter.  For 
nothing  can  be  more  exprefs  than  thofe  words  of  John  the  Bap* 
tift  (John  iii.  36.),  u  He  that  believeth  on, the  Son,  hath  ever- 
tl  lading  life  ;  but  lie  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  fhal!  not  fee 
life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him.”  Whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  from  a  deep  conviction  of  your  guilt  and. 
mifery  you  have  cordially  accepted  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift  for  all 
the  purpofes  of  a  faviour  ;  if  you  can  fay  without  any  known 

guile . 
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guiles  that  renouncing  all  other  grounds  of  confidence,  you  de^ 
pend  on  him  alone  for  pardon  and  peace,  for  grace  and  glory,  and 
everv  good  thing;  if  you  have  the  evidence  of  your  faith  in Chrift, 
and  yoiir,union  to  him,  which  arifes  from  the  fanctifying  power 
of  the  holy  Ghoft  on  your  tempers  and  your  lives,  determining 
you  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  to  live  fouerly  and 
righteoufly  and  godly  in  the  world  ;  then  are  you  the  friends  of 
God,  and  may  lawfully  confider  yourfelves  as  the  perfons  to 
whom  he  hath  faid,  “  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake 
«  thee.”  And,  for  your  farther  encouragement,  I  fhall  nov/ 
go  on  to  the 

Third  general  head,  and.  briefly  fuggeft  to  you  fome  of  thofe 
grounds  of  aflurance  upon  which  you  may  confidently  rely  for 
the  accomplifhment  of  this  promile.  Confider,  then, 

j j},  Who  he  is  that  hath  faid  this.  <€  He  is  not  man  that  he 
iC  Ihould  lie,  nor  the  fon  of  man  that  he  fhoul^J  repent/5— 
Thefe  are  the  words  of  God  himfelf,  who  is  incapable  of  de¬ 
ceit,  and  with  whom  “  there  is  no  variablenefs,  neither  flha- 
«  dow  of  turning/5— <c  He  is  the  rock,  his  work  is  perfed,  for 
«  all  his  ways  are  judgment,  a  God  of  truth,  and  without 
“  iniquity,  juft  and  true  is  he/5— The  mountains  fhall  depart, 
and~ the  hills  be  removed  ;  but  my  kindnefs  fhall  not  depart 
*s  from  thee,  neither  fhall  the  covenant  of  my  peace  be  remov- 
ed,  faith  the  Lord  that  hath  mercy  upon  thee/5  v  And  is 
not  the  word,  trf£  promife  of  fiich  a  God,  a  fufficient  ground 
of  truft  ?  Yea,  he  hath  not  only  faid  it,  but  he  hath  alfo 
fworn  it.  <£  For  God  being  willing  more  abundantly  to  fliow 
ic  to  the  heirs  of  promife  the  immutability  of  his  ccunfel,  hath 
€i  confirmed  it  by  an  oath,  that  by  twro  immutable  things,  in 
ft  which  it  was  impoftible  for  God  to  lie,  they  might  have 
u  a  ftrong  confolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lav  hold 
tc  on  the  hope  fet  before  them.55  And  Can  our  fouls  defire  a 
better  Security  ?  What  can  eitablifn  our  faith,  if  this  doth  not 
eftablifh  it  ? 

2 dly,  Believers  in  Chrift  Jefus  are  the  children  of  God,  a* 
dopted  into  his  family  and  beautified  with  his  image  :  and  this 
is  another  pledge  of  his  gracious  promife  for  furely  he  will 
never  abandon  his  own  offspring.  *c  Can  a  mother  forget  Her 
«£  fucking  child,55  faith  God,  “  that  (he  fiiould  not  have  com- 
((  pafiion  on  the  fon  of  her  womb  ?  Yea,  lhe  may  forget,  yet 
will  not  i  forget  thee/5  The  affefiion  and  tendernefs  of  an 
earthly  parent  are  but  faint  refemblances  of  God’s  paternal' 

love* 


rtsi 


II 


,h\U 


1  <il 


if 


1 . 1 


•'Hr  .ii: 


'  >•'  ' 


s 


E  R 


O  N 


love.  In  him.  love  is  an  infinite  overflowing  fountain  of  be« 
nefiqence.  ^  And  then  his  love  is  as  permanent  as  it  is  eiten« 

^,v '*•  He  always  in  one  mind,  and  therefore  can  never  leave 
rior  for  fake  his  people. 

3*  6b  The  conftant  intercelEon  of  @ur  glorious  High  Prieft 
effectually  fecures  the  accompJifliment  of  this  promife.  By 
ceath5  he  obtained  the  Holy  Spirit  to  dwell  in  his  people, 
9f‘d  t0  abide'  with  them.  This  he  intimated  to  his  difcipies  for 
tneir  comfort  and  encouragement,  when  they  were  about  to 
tcue  his  bodily  prefence,  (John  xvi.  7.)  ((  It  is  expedient  for 

i4  y°U  that  I  go  away  ,  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Comforter 
sc  will  not  come  unto  you  j  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  fend  him 
UJ*to  you.,?  And  in  another  place,  p  i  will  pray  the  Father, 
and  he  fhall  give  you  another  “  Comforter,  even  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  wh©  fhall  abide  with  you  $” — who  (hall  abide  with 
you  not  for  a  feafon  only,  but  cc  for  ever.’’ 

With  what  tenderrieis  did  he  recommend  them  to  his  heaven¬ 
ly  Fattier,  in  his  la  ft  interceffory  prayer  upon  earth  (John  xviL 
2  1.),  And  paw  I  am  no  more  in  the  world,  but  thefe  are  in 
tne  world.  Holy  Father,  keep  through  thine  own  name 
*  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me.”  Is  it  potfible  then,  that 
God  fbould  for  fake  thofe  for  whom  his  well-beloved  Son  pleads 
with  fuch  earneftnefs  and  affedlion  ?  EfpsciaJIy  if  it  be  confid- 
ered,  in  the 

4 th  and  lajl  place,  That  his  own  glory  is  intereftcd  in  thq  ac¬ 
compli  !h  ment  of  this  gracious  promife.  I  mean  that  glory. 
which  con  lifts  in  making  effedtual  the  puroofes  of  his  grace  to¬ 
wards  thofe  whom  lie  hath  chofen  out  of  the  world.  For  were 
lie  to  leave  or  forfake  his  people,  they  muft  fall  a  prey  to  their 
Ipintual  enemies,  and  yield  to  the  adverfary  of  God  and  man 
that  triumph  which  he  had  fought  from  the  beginning.  That 
spoliate  fp;rit  never  deferts  his  purpofe  of  enfharing  and  de¬ 
ft  raying  tiie  fouls  of  men.  He  is  ever  on  the  watch  to  feize 
them  in  a  d.efencelefs  moment  ;  fo  that,  were  God  to  leave 
them  without  his  protection,  they  would  fall  eafy  victims  to 
his  artifices.  And  will  he  fufffer  his  purpofes  thus  to  be  baffled 
by  his  declared  foe  ?  It  cannot  be  \  and  therefore  he  never  will 
leave  nor  forfake  his  people. 

l  fhall  now  conclude  this  dlfcourfe  with  a  Ihort  pradllcai  im-* 
provement,  addrclled  to  two  different  ciaffes  of  people.  And 

thc  ,  „  .  i 

3 'ft  Sort  of  perfonsto  whom  I  will  addrefs  myfelf,  are  thofe 

who  are  yet  in  a  (late  of  alienation  from  God.  It  is  poffible, 
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that  at  prefent  you  may  not  fee  the  value  of  this  prpmife  which 
I  have  been  unfolding.  Yon  have  never  perhaps  been  fenfi- 
hie  of  the  vanity  of  earthly  enjoyments  ;  or  if  yon  have  beets 
weary  cf  fome  of  them,  you  promife  yourfelves  a  more  per¬ 
manent  fatisfattion  in  others.  Alas  !  this  is  a  del u five  ex¬ 
pectation  ;  for  happinefs  never  can  he  extracted  from  the  crea¬ 
tures.  God  hath  pronounced  an  irreverfible  decree  of  vanity 
upon  them  all.  Ye  are  therefore  purfuing  what  will  for  ever 
flee  from  you  Ye  are  feeding  upon  mere  h rifles,  which  can 
neither  notirifh  nor  fatisfy  you.  But  though  you  fhould  even 
be  contented  with  this  poor  and  empty  portion,  yet  you  cannot 
always  enjoy  it  :  for  what  will  you  do  when  every  earthly  prop 
is  tottering  and  ready  to  fink  under  you  !  — What  will  ye  do  at 
that  period,  when  neither  riches  nor  power,  nor  friends,  nor 
any  thing  thht  this  world  affords,  will  be  able  to  give  you  the  leaft 
relief  ?  let  me  therefore  intreat  you  fpeedily  to  feek  the  favour 
of  that  God  who  is  the  only  adequate  portion  of  an  immortal 
foul.  Liflen  to  .that  kind  etcpoftulation  and  advice  (Ifa.  lv.  2,  3.) 
(C  Wherefore  do  ye-  fpend  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  f 
and  your  labour  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not?  Hearken  clili- 


“  gently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your 
u  loul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs;  Incline  your  ear,  and  come 
45  unto  me  *,  hear,  and  your  foul  fhall  live  :  and  I  will  make 
u  an  eve  rlafling  covenant  with  you,  even  the  fure  mercies  of 
David.”  But  I  now  addrefs  myielf,  in  the 
2d  place.  To  thofe  happy  perfons  who  are  in  a  ft  ate  of  friend- 
f hip  with  God.  To  you,  then,  i  fay,  that  this  gracious  pro¬ 
mife  fhould  both  excite  and  encourage  you  to  ftedfafU 
nefs  in  the  ways  of  religion.  “  For  if  God  be  with  you, 
who  can  be  againft  you  ? — «  Be  ftrong  then  in  the  Lord,  and 
in  the  power  of  his  might. ”  All  neceflary  aid  is  provided  for 
you  in  the  tenor  of  the  well-ordered  covenant,  and  will  not 
fail  to  be  imparted  to  you  in  the  time  of  your  need.- — Your 
help  is  laid  on  One  who  is  mighty  to  fave  and  who  is  no  left 
willing  than  able  to  fupportyou  under  all  your  trials. — a  Where* 
“  fore>  g^d  up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  fober  and  hope  to  the 
end.’  But  the  principal  improvement  which  you  ought  to 
make  cr  this  promife,  is  to  put  away  from  your  minds  all  dif- 
fatisfacf ion  with  vour  prefent  condition,  or  anxiety  about  your 
future  provifion  in  the  world.  God  hath  charged  hjmfelf  with 
the  care  of  providing  for  you  while  you  are  here.  He  hath  not 
indeed  promised  you  an  exemption  from  poverty,  hard  (hips  or  ar- 
fitftions.  But  he  hath  allured  you,  that  thefe  things  are  no  to- 
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kens  of  his  difpleafure  ;  nay,  on  the  contrary,,  that  they  are  in¬ 
tended  for  your  greateft  good,  and  that  he  is  never  nearer  to 
his  people  than  when  they  are  in  the  furnace  of  «ffli£lion.— 
What  abundant  reafon  then  have  you  to  be  contented  with 
whatever  lot  he  is  pleafed  to  appoint  you  in  the  world,  and  to 
look  beyond  ail  the  momentary  diftreffes  you  now  fuffer,  tQ  that 
incorruptible  inheritance  which  is  referred  for  you  in  heaven  I 
u  Let  your  converfation  then  be  without  covetoufnefs  j  and 
be  content  with  fuch  things  as  ye  have  ;  for  he  hath  faid,  X 
**  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forfake  thee/* 
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Galatians  v.  24. 

*And  they  that  are  ChriJPs  have  crucified  the  jlfifhy  with  the  ajfifiec* 

tions  and  lujho 


*  ^  >  .  •  , 

NO  man,  who  hath  experienced  the  deceitfuliiefs  of  his  own 
heart  will  think  the  fubjeCt  of  this  text  improper  for  the 
prefent  occafion*.  It  19  true  this  day  is  fet  apart  forthankfgiving; 
and  with  the  higheftpleafure  would!  enter  on  the  delightful  theme 
of  divine  love  and  condefcenfion,  which  fhali  employ  thcpraifes 
of  the  redeemed  through  Cndlefs  ages*  But  a  folicitous  con~ 
cern,  that  your  joy  may  be  well  founded,  hath  induced  me  t© 
propofe  to  you  a  ftriCt  examination  of  yourfelves,  whether 
you  Lave  indeed  an  intereft  in  Idim,  through  whom  all  favour 
and  good  will  to  finners  is  conveyed.  The  text  furniftieth  us 
with  an  infallible  rule  to  direCt  our  judgment  in  this  enquiry. 

"1  hey  that  are  Chrift  s,”  not  all  who  are  called  by  his  name, 
but  they  who  are  united  to  him,  as  the  branches  are  united  to 
the  vine,  who  are  governed  by  his  fpirit,.  and  have  a  right  to  the 
benefits  of  his  purchafe,  are  diftinguifhed  by  this  attainment, 
1  hey  have  crucified  the  flefht  with  the  affections  and  luffs.*3 
In  dilcourfing  on  thefe  words,  I  propofe, 

FirJ})  To  fhow  what  is  meant  by  crucifying  the  flefh,  with  the 
affeCtions  and  luffs.  b 

Secondly ,  To  fhow,  that  it  is  the  diftiguifhing  character,  and 
the  real  attainment  of  all  who  are  thrift's  to  crucify  the  flefh, 
with  the  affections  and  luffs.  And  then  to  conclude  with  aa 
improvement  fuited  to  the  occafion  of  our  prefent  meeting. 

Vol.  II.  K  k  j 

*TPr^Chcd  °n  of  after  difpenfation  of 

Afle  Lord  s  Supper, 
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I  begin  with  inquiring  what  is  meant  by  <c  crucifying  the. 
flefh  with  the  alfe<flions  and  lulls.”  By  the  Hefty*  we 
are  to  underhand  the  corrupt  nature  of  man  ;  and  by  the 
afFedtions  and  lulls,  thofe  depraved  appetites,  which  maintain 
their  power  within  us,  until  the  renewing  grace  of  God  im¬ 
plant  in  us  thofe  feeds  of  holinefs,  by  which  the  image  of  God 
is  formed  on  our  foul.  When  man  came  firft  from  the  hands 
of  his  Maker,  his  reafon,  pure  and  uncorrupted,  was  the  go¬ 
verning  principle  of  his  mind.  But  by  tvanfgreffmg  the  ori¬ 
ginal  commandment,  and  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  in  com-' 
pliance  with  a  mean  corporeal  appetite,  the  fenfitive  part  of  hi? 
nature  obtained  that  dominion  or  predominancy,  which  it  (till 
maintains  in  every  unrenewed  man.  Accordingly  we  find  our 
natural  condition  oppofed,  in  Scripture,  to  our  regenerated 
Bate,  under  thefe  metaphorical  exprefiions  of  fltjh  and  fpirit t 
<£  That  which  is  born  of  the  flefh,  is  flefh ;  and  that  which  is 
“  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  fpirit.”  The  meaning  is  plainly  this  : 
The  temper  and  difpofitions  which  we  bring  with  us  into  the 
world,  by  ordinary  generation,  are,  fmce  the  fall,  carnal  and 
depraved  5  whereas  the  temper  and  difpofitions  which  we  re¬ 
ceive  by  die  regeneration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are,  like  their  ori¬ 
ginal,  Spiritual  and  holy.  The  fame  idea  is  exprelFed  in  the 
17th  verfe  of  this  chapter  ;  where  it  is  faid,  a  The  flefh  lufteth 
fi£  againft  the  fpirit,  and  the  fpirit  againft  the  flefh;  and  thefe  two 
are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other.”  It  appears  then,  that  by 
the  <£  flefh,  with  the  afFedlions  and  lulls,1 h  we  are  to  underhand 
the  corrupt  Bate  of  man’s  mind  fince  the  firft  tranfgreffion,  and 
all  thofe  depraved  difpofitions  and  affe&ions  which  naturally  flow 
from  the  corrupt  principle,  and  which  incline  us  to  feek  happi- 
nefs  from  earthly  things,  independent  of  God.  W e  learn,  too* 
what  is  meat  by  <£  crucifying  the  lulls  and  affeclions  of  the 
<<  flefh  namely,  that  this  natural  depravity  of  mind  is  fiAdued ; 
that  the  carnal  principle,  like  a  crucified  malefadlor,  languifhes 
and  decays  ;  until,  by  degrees,  gracious  or  renewed  habits  are 
formed  in  us,  which  at  laft  obtain  the  full  poffeflion  in  our  minds 
What  hath  been  laid  may  fuffice  to  give  a  plain  and  intelli¬ 
gible  explanation  of  the  terms  in  the  text  ;  and  to  purfue  the 
metaphor  farther,  would  neither  be  profitable  to  you  nor  agree- 
hie  to  myfelf,  The  words  thus  explained,  give  us  a  very  dif- 
liinguillpng  chara&er  of  a  true  Chriftian.  He  is  one  who,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  hath  obtained  the  vidlory  over  his  corrupt  ap¬ 
petites  and  inclinations.  He  is  in  a  great  meaiure  refeued  from 

the  ruins  of  the  fall,  and  is  no  longer  a  fervaut  of  fin,  that  he 
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ffiould  obey  it  in  the  lulls  thereof.  “  He  hath  put  off,  cou- 
«  cerning  the  former  converlation,  the  old  man,  which  is 
«  corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  luffs  ;  and  being  renewed 
in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind,  hath  put  on  the  new  man,  which 
after  God  is  created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.” — * 
“  The  law  or  the  Spirit  of  life,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus, 
u  hath  made  him  free  frqm  the  law  of  fin  and  death.”  Con¬ 
ference, 'long  dethr©ned  by  imperious  pafflons,  hath  feadumed 
its  authority  ;  and  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind  purified  and  ex¬ 
alted,  unite  in  the  purfuit  of  fpiritual  enjoyments. 

?-  And  now,  my  brethren,  let 'me  intreat  you  your  ears 

for  a  little  againff  the  fuggeftions  of  felf-love,  and  let  con¬ 
fidence  bear  teffimony,  whether  you  have  indeed  a  claim  to  this 
character.  Alas  !  if  you  have  no  claim  to  it,  this  can  be  no 
day  of  thanksgiving  to  you.  If  you  have  adventured  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  table  of  the  Lord  with  all  your  unmortified  luffs  a- 
bout  you,  ye  have  been  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift  ^ 
ye  have  fealed  the  tentence  of  your  own  condemnation  \  and 
lamentation  becomes  you  better  than  the  voice  of  praife.  "¥  ou 
may  perhaps  complain  of  this  as  a  fevere  and  heavy  meffage:  but 
dare  any  of  you  fay  that  it  is  a  mefiage  without  a  warrant  ?  Shall 
I  fpeak  peace  ?  to  thole  to  whom  God  hath  not  fpokeo  peace  ? 
Shall  I  foothe  you  with  falfe  comforts,  which  might  lead  you  down 
to  the  grave  with  a  lie  in  your  right  hand  ?  No  :  I  remember 
too  well  the  woe  pronounced  againff  the  prophet  ((  who  deal- 
u  eth  falfely,  and  healeth  the  wound  of  the  daughter  of  God’s 
people  flightly.”  I  fhould  not  wi(h  to  be  an  eternal  fubjeft 
of  imprecation  to  hopelefs  fouls,  which  I  fhould  well  de- 
ferve  to  he,  if  I  fpoke  any  other  language  to  you  than  what  I 
now  fpeak. 

But  you  have  as  yet  no  caufe  to  complain  :  I  have  indeed  fet 
before  you  the  danger,  but  I  have  not  faid  you  mu  ft  defpair.— 
On  the  contrary,  my  only  object  is  to  prevent  your  everlafting 
defpair,  by  awakening  your  fears  ere  it  be  too  late,  and  the  doer 
of  mercy  be  flmt  againff  you.  That  door  is  (till  open,  and  tke 
call  is  yet,  “  To-day  hear  his  voicb.”  O  then  harden  not  your 
hearts  againff  conviction.  Decline  notan  impartial  ferutiny  in¬ 
to  your  real  ftate.  Let  this  paffage  of  Scripture  inform  you, 
whether  you  indeed  belong  to.  Chrift.  If  you  do  poffcfs  the 
marks  of  thofe  who  are  his,  take  the  comfort  of  your  finceritw, 
and  give*  God  the  glory.  But  if  the  iffue  of  the  enquiry  ihoiild 
turn  out  otherwise,  O  beware  of  veiling  in  this  dreadful  con¬ 
dition.  Give  no  deep  to  your  eyes,  nor  Humber  to  your  eyes 
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hds,  till  you_  have 'fecured  an  intereft  in  thar  blood  of  fprinklin? 
which  cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  E 

Need  I  enter  on  a  detail  of  thofe  lufts  and  affections  which 
now  trom  a  corrupt  and  depraved  principle  within  ?  «  The 
w°r«of  the  flefii,”  faith  the  Apoftie,  at  the  19th  verfe  of 
is  chapter,  “aremanneft;  which  are  thefe,  Adultery,  forni- 
cation,  uncleannefs,  lafcivioufnefs,  idolatry,  witchcraft,  ha- 
„  tred’.  vanancc»  emulations,  wrath,  ftrife,  feditions,  herefies, 
envymgs,  murders,  drunkennefs,  revellings,  and  fuch  like  ; 
of  the  which  I  tell  you  before,  as  I  have  alfo  told  you  in 

time  paft,  t^at  they  which  do  fuch  things,  fhall  not  inherit 
.  the  kingdom  of  God.” 

I  am  fenfible,  that  after  the  recital  of  fo  black  a  catalogue  of 
crimes^  the  molt  of  you  will  already  have  acquitted  yourfelves 
Ot  luch  enormous  degrees  of  guilt.  And  I  am  afraid,  that 
this  general  acquittal  from  the  charge  of  heinous  tranfgreffions, 
iu  Is  the  coniciences  of  many  into  a  fatal  fecurity.  1  will  not 
go  io  ^ar  as  to  fay,  that  it  were  better  for  the  unconverted  {in¬ 
ner,  that  his  confcience  could  charge  him  with  fome  of  thefe 
glaring  iniquities,  although  our  Saviour’s  faying  feems  to  imply 
as  much,  viz.  Ihat  the  publicans  and  harlots  go  into  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  before  the  feribes  and  pharifees.  All  that  \ 
aflert  is,  that  you  ought  not  too  haftily  to  conclude,  that  the 
xieih  is  crucified,  with  its  affedtions  and  lufts,  merely  becaufe 
your  lives  have  not  been  fpotted  with  any  of  thofe  grofs  and 
scandalous  fins.  In  thefe  days  of  light  and  knowledge,  Satan 
doth  not  find  it  for  his  intereft  to  pufh  men  to  the  extremities  of 
vice.  .  He  rather  endeavours  to  keep  the  garrifon  in  peace,  by 

lunang  the  edge  of  convidtion  with  the  fair  {hows  of  outward 
decency  and  formality. 

Be  perfuaded,  then,  to  go  deeper  in  your  inquiry.  Search 
the  very  inmoft  corners  of  your  hearts.  Put  the  authority  of 
God  in  one  fcale,  and  the  interefts  of  the  flefh  in  another,  and 
fee  which  of  the  two  weighs  heavier  in  your  affedtions.  You 
frequent  the  church,  you  attend  on  ordinances,  and  perform 
the  external  parts  of  religion  with  an  apparent  relifh  and  alac¬ 
rity.  All  this  is  good  ;  but  beware  of  building  too  much  on 
it.  Confider  that  thefe  obfervances  do  not  in  any  great  degree 
thwart  the  interefts  of  the  flcfh.  The  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
land  favour  you  ;  your  eftates  are  not  thereby  impaired,  nor 
your  lives  endangered  ;  nor  is  your  reputation  hurt,  but  rather 
advanced.  But  fuppofe  the  cafe  to  be  otherwife,  and  let  your 
hearts  give  the  anfwer, — Would  you  perfift  in  the  fame  courfc 
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at  all  rifles,  though  your  eftates  were  expofed  to  confifcation,. 
though  your  names  were  to  be  branded  with  every  term  of  re¬ 
proach  that  malice  could  devife  :  yea,  though  all  the  engines  of 
torture  lay  in  the  road  of  duty  ?  Would  no  profpedt  of  gain, 
however  fecure  from  human  difeovery,  tempt  you  to  encroach 
on  the  divine  rules  of  juft  ice  and  equity  ?  Can  you  blefs  them 
that  curfe  you,  and  render  good  for  evil,  and  forgive  the  molt, 
galling  injuries,  even  when  Providence  puts  your  enemies  m 
your  power  ?  Did  the  objects  of  criminal  defire  not  only  tempt 
but  folicit  you,  were  you  favoured  with  every  circumftance*  of 
time  and  place,  could  you  check  the  career  of  paflion,  with 
jofeph’s  refleftion,  C(  How  can  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and. 
Si  flu  againft  God  ?”  Thefe  indeed  are  fare  figns  that  the  flefh 
is  crucified,  with  its  afiedlions  and  luffs.  But  if,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  fear  of  man’s  cenfure  or  punifhment  would  turn  you 
afide  from  the  practice  of  your  duty,  if  the  profpedl  of  fecret 
gain  could  tempt  you  to  lie  or  cheat,  or  diflembleV  if  any  in¬ 
jury  appears  too  great  to  be  forgiven,  or  any  fenfual  appetite  too 
importunate  to  be  denied  ;  in  a  word,  if  any  temptation,  be 
its  circumftances  what  they  will,  would  prevail  on  you  to  in¬ 
dulge  yourfelves  in  the  deliberate  omiflion  of  any  known  duty, 
or  in  the  practice  of  any  known  fin  ^  then,  whatever  your  pre¬ 
tences  are,  the  flefh,  with  its  affections  and  luffs,  is  not  yet 
crucified  in  you.  But  do  not  miftake  me,  as  if  1  meant  to  af- 
fert,  that  none  have  crucified  the  flefh  but  thofe  who  are  perfect 
in  holinefs.  No  ;  the  righteous  man  falleth  feven  times  3-day, 
and  rneth  again.  Nay,  there  is  not  a  juft  man  upon  earth, 
that  doth  good,  and  fmneth  not.  And  therefore  I  (peak  not  of 
thofe  falfe  fteps  to  which  the  beft  are  liable  through  the  remain¬ 
ders  of  corruption  ,  but  of  known  and  habitual  fins,  commit¬ 
ted  with  the  full  bent  and  inclination  of  the  will.  Thefe  plain¬ 
ly  betray  the  predominancy  of  the  flefh,  with  ifs.  affections  and 
luffs  ;  and  fhow,  that  the  perfon  who  is  under  the  dominion  of 
them,  has  no  juft  or  fcriptural  claim  to  an  intereft  in  ChrifL 
Fora  worldly  Chriftian,  ora  carnal  Chriftian,  or  a  difhoneft 
Chriftian,  are  as  grofs  contradidfions  in  terms,  as  an  infidel 
Chriftian.  And  this  naturally  leads  me  to  the. 

Second  thing  propofed  $  which  was  to  fhow,  that  it  is  the  dif~ 
ti rlgui living  character  and  the  real  attainment  of  all  who  are 
Chrift  s,  to  crucify  the  flefh,  with  the  affedtions  and  luft 
ihis  is  fo  much  the  uniform  la 
that  one  fhould  hardly  think  il 
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leffon  which  our  Lord  taught  his  difciples  wasexpreffed  in  thefe 
words  :  “  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  him- 
u  fell,  and  take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  med>  This  he  repeat¬ 
ed  on  various  occafions,  as  a  fubject  that  ought  tq  employ  their 
canftant  attention,  He  that  taketh  not  up  his  crofs  and  folio  w- 
rc  eth  after  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.” — If  any  man  come  after 
r<  me,  and  hate  net  his  father  and  mother,  and  wife  and  children, 
and  brethren  and  lifters,”  thofe  neareftand  deareft  relations  ac- . 
cording  to  the  flefh,  44  yea,  and  his  own  life  alfo,”  when  the  pre- 
fexvation  of  it  becomes  inconfiftent  with  the  duty  he  owes  to  God, 
;c  he  cannot  be  my  difciple.”  And  again,  cc  Whofoever,  he  be  of 
u  you  that  forfaketh  not  all  that  he  hath,”  namely,  habitually, 
in  affection,  and  a&ually  too,  when  God  calls  him  to  it,  “  he 
::  cannot  be  rny  difciple.” — Thefe  are  the  permanent,  the  inva¬ 
riable  laws  of  thrift’s  fpiritual  kingdom,  and  are  equally  bind¬ 
ing  on  us,  as  on  thofe  to  whom  they  were  originally  addreffed. 
For  had  our  Lord  ever  intended  to  relax  or  mitigate  them  in  any 
degree,  he  would  certainly  have  done  it  in  favour  of  his  firft 
difciples,  when  his.  church  was  yet  in  its  infant  ftate,  and  there¬ 
fore  flood  in  need  of  greater  indulgence.  But  thefe  feemingly 
hard  hayings  exprefs  the  true  fpirit  of  Christianity,  and  afford 
the  moft  convincing  proof  of  its  divine  original.  Man  fell  by. 
feeking  hirpfeT,  and  muft  therefore  be  railed  in  the  way  of  feif- 
denial.  He  forfeited  his  innocence  and  happinefs  by  hearkening 
to  the  folicitation  of  a  flefh y  appetite  m}  and,  before  Jre  can 
regain  happinefs,  the  flefh  muft  be  crucified,  with  the  affedtions 
and  lufts. 

Accordingly  we  And,  that  cur  Saviour’s  meaning  was  well 
underftood  by  his  immediate  followers  ;  nnd  their  practice  is 
the  beft  commentary  on  his  injunctions.  What  he  recommend¬ 
ed,  they  laboured  to  attain.  Thus  Paul  writes  to  the  Corinthi¬ 
ans,  ct  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fubjeflion,  left 
€C  when  I  have  preached  to  others,  1  myfelf  fhouid  be  a  call- 
4*  away.”  The  remainders  of  corruption  within  him,  made 
him  cry  cut  with  ail  the  emphafis  of  diftrefs*  wretched 
**  man  that  I  am,  who  Oral!  deliver  m©>  from  the  body  of  this 
se  death  !”  Nay,  fo  fen  Able  was  he  of  (he  importance  and  ne- 
ceffitv  of  this  deliverance,  that,  as  he  expreffeth  it  himfelf, 
iC  Pie  counted,  all  things  but  lofs  and  dung  f,”  ftrft,  <f  That  he 
might  win  Chrift,  and, be  found  in  him,  not  having  his  own, 
righteoufnefs,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift*, 
the  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith.”  And  next, 
That  he  miuht  know  Chrift”  experimentally*  and  the  pow- 
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to  cr  of  his  refurrecSHon,  and  the  fellowfhip  of  his  fufferings," 
««  being  made  conformable  unto  his  death.”  Nor  was  this  only 
his  wifi  ;  we  find  aifo  that  it- was' his  real  attainment.  «  I  am 
^  crucified,”  fays  he,  “  with  Chrift  :  neverthclefs,  I  live  *,  yet 
"  not  I,  but  Chrift  iiveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live 
«  in  the  flefh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 

me,  and  gave  himfeif  for  meA  And  i(  God  forbid  that  x 
cc  ftiO'Uld  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift, 
sc  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the 
«<  world. ’’  Neither  was  Paul  Angular  in  this.  It  appears  to 
have  been  the  common  attainment  of  all  tnle  Chriftians  in  his 
time.  For  it  isfpoken  of  in  my  text  as  the  badge  of  Chriflian- 
ity,  the  very  thing  which  diftinguifhed  Chriftians  from  ail  other 
men.  Ci  They  that  are  ChriiTs  have  crucified  the  flefh,  with 

the  affections  and  lofts.”  I  have  given  a  recital  of  thefe  pafT 
fages  of  Scripture,  as  they  ferve  to  explain  one  another  :  and  I 
hope  that  when  they  are  compared  together,  and  duly  confider- 
ed,  they  will  appear  to  be  a  fufheient  demonftration,  that  none 
whofe  flefh  is  not  crucified,  with  its  affe£l ions  and  lulls,  can, 
with  a  Scriptural  warrant,  lay  claim  to  an  interefl  in  Chrift. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  explain  what  is  meant  by  “  cru- 
‘w  cifying  the  flefh,  with  the  affections  and  lufts  G  and  have 
{hewn  you,  that  this  is  the  adtual  attainment  of  every  true  Chris¬ 
tian.  Allow  me  now  to  conclude  this  difeourfe  with  a  practical 
improvement  of  the  fubjeft.— From  what  hath  been  laid,  then* 
we  learn,  in  the 

ij}  place,  What  is  the  true  nature  of  our  holy  religion.— 
It  is  not  a  mere  bodily  exercife,  conflfting  only  in  external  ce¬ 
remonies  or  obfervances.  Earthly  rulers  can  afk  no  more  but 
an  outward  homage  :  but  the  Searcher  of  hearts  chaliengeth  the 
fincere  adoration  of  the  inner  man  :  he  who  is  a  Spirit,  muff 
be  worfhipped  in  fpirit  and  in  truth.  So  that  to  attend  the 
church,  to  partake  of  religious  ordinances,  and  to  perform  the 
external  duties  of  religion,  will  be  of  no  avail  in  the  fight  of 
God,  unlefs  thefe  outward  fervices  proceed  from  a  heart  warm** 
ed  with  his  love,'  in  which  every  ufurping  lull,  that  would  (hare 
his  place,  is  vanquifhed  and  dethroned.  To  be  a  real  Chriftian, 
therefore,  is  not  fo  eafy  an  attainment  as  many  feem  to  imagine. 
Flefh  and  blood  mu  ft  be  wreftled  with  and  overcome  ;  “  for 
C(  flefh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  heaven Eve¬ 
ry  grati  fi cation,  that  is  contrary  to  the  holineis  of  the  divine  na¬ 
ture,  although  dear  to  us  as  a  right  hand  or  a  right  eye,  muft 
be  uenied.  Nay,  the  very  inclination  to  vicious  indulgencies 
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jtnuft  be  fubdued,  otherwife  our  abftaining  from  the  outward 
of  them  will  be  of  no  avail.  It  is  the  heart  that  God  re- 
'quires  ;  and  if  we  deny  him  this,  we  can  give  him  nothing  that 
is  worthy  of  his  acceptance. 

An  ihoffenfive  outward  deportment  may  foothe  your  con- 
ibiences,  and  prevent  the  uneafy  feelings  of  remorfe,  but  will 
not  fave  you  from  final  ruin.  The  very  interefis  of  the  flefh 
may  make  a  man  forbear  difgraceful  fins,  and  may,  for  a  time^ 
chain  up,  without  weakening  the  vigour  of  corruption.  You 
may  be  pofleded  of  many  amiable  qualities,  by  which  you  de- 
ierve  well  of  fociety,  and  yet  be  total  Grangers  to  that  charac¬ 
ter  of  real  Qhriflians  which  is  given  in  this  text*  If  temporary 
good  impreffions,  or  reflraints  of  the  flefh  for  a  feafoxi,  would 
amount  to  that  character,  then  Felix,  who  trembled  under  con¬ 
viction,  and  Herod,  who  did  many  things  in  confequence  of 
the  BaptifFs  preaching,  had  been  real  Chriftians.  If  the  efti- 
mable  qualities  of  focial  life  were  a  proof  that  Chriftianity  had 
its  full  efFeft  on  the  mind,  then  the  young  ruler,  who  had  kept 
the  fecond  table  or  the  law  from  his  youth  upwards,  would 
have  had  an  unreferved  approbation  from  our  Lord.  But  Felix 
and  Herod  relapfed  under  the  dominion  of  their  lulls  ;  and 
through  the  love  of  this  world,  the  young  ruler  fell  fhort  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.— In  the 

2d  place,  From  what  hath  been  faid,  let  each  of  us  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  try  how  matters  Hand  with  himfelf.  You  fee  that 
it  is  not  a  point  to  be  lightly  taken  for  granted,  that  a  man  hath 
a  real  intereft  in  Chrift.  I  have  already  mentioned  feveral  things 
under  my  firfl  head  of  difeourfe,  which  may  ferve  as  hints  to 
dire£I  you  in  this  trial.  All  that  I  have  further  to  beg  of  you 
is,  that  you  would  judge  yourfelves  impartially,  as  thole  who 
expert  a  judgment  to  come.  Try  every  ground  of  hope  upon 
which  you  have  hitherto  refled  ;  let  every  rotten  pillar  be  remo¬ 
ved,  or  elfe  the  whole  building,  however  glorious  in  appear¬ 
ance,  will  fhortiy  fall  to  the  ground.  Self-love  may,  for  a  fea- 
ion,  blind  your  eyes  :  but  remember,  that  it  will  throw  no  veil 
over  that  impartial  judgment  which  will  overtake  you  at  the  hair 
of  GoB.  Compare  then  your  actions  and  difpofitions  with  that 
holy  and  spiritual  law  which  flatters  no  man  ;  and  then,  if  con¬ 
ference  gives  an  unbiased  judgment,  I  have  little  doubt  that 
numbers  in  this  afTembly  will  difeover,  that  u  the  flefh,  with 
u  its  affections  and  lulls,”  is  not  only  alive,  but  in  full  vigour,, 
Nay,  the  very  be fl  will  find  caufe  to  conclude,  that  the  corrupt 
principle  is  not  yet  crucified  as  it  ought  to  be* 
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As  for  thofe  of  the  firft  clafs  now  mentioned,  if  the  text  it- 
felf  does  not  furnifh  them  with  a  fuiKcient  motive  for  crucifvinsr 
the  flefh,  I  defpair  of  being  able  to  offer  any  other  which  wili 
be  more  powerful.  I  might  tell  you,  how  mean  it  is  to  let  fenfe 
give  law  to  reafon,  and  to  prefer  the  earthly  tabernacle  to  its 
immortal  inhabitant.  I  might  allure  you,  that  you  are  ferving 
an  Ungrateful  mailer,  whom  you  can  never  fatisfy  ;  that  while 
you  feed  'one  lufl,  you  mull  Aarve  another,  whofe  importunate 
cravings  will  deflroy  the  relifh  of  your  imagined  happinefs.  I 
might  tell  you,  that  the  flefh  mull  ere  long  be  reduced  to  rotten- 
nefs  and  dull,  and  be  buried  under  ground,  that  it  may  be  no 
offence  to  the  living.  But  what  are  all  thefe  arguments,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  motive  which  is  implied  in  the  text,  that  unlefs 
you  crucify  the  flefh  you  do  not  belong  to  Ohrid  *,  and  if  you 
have  no  intered  in  Ohrid,  God  is  a  confuming  fire.  So  that 
this  furnifheth  me  with  an  add  refs,  to  the  fame  purpose  with 
what  a  brave  officer  made  to  his  loldiers  in  a  day  of  battle  : 
u  Unlefs  ye  kill  your  enemies,1 ”  faid  he,  “  they  v^iil  kill  you.5’— 
In  like  manner,  I  fay  to  you,  Unlefs  ye  crucify  the  flefh,  it  will 
be  your  everlafling  ruin.  “  For  if  ye  live  after  the  flefh,  ye 
fhali  die.’* 

As  far  you  who  are  mourning  over  the  remainders  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  ftruggling  to  get  free  from  them,  I  know  that  you 
will  require  no  motives  to  engage  you  to  go  on  in  this  oppofition 
to  the  carnal  principle.  I  fhall  therefore  only  offer  you  a  few 
dire6Uons,  with  which  I  will  now  conclude. 

Keep  a  dridl  watch  over  your  fenfes.  Let  nothing  enter  into 
the  foul  by  thefe  avenues,  without  a  drift  examination.  Avoid 
with  the  utmofi  caution  all  thoie  things  which  may  inflame  your 
paflions,  and  accuflom  yourfelves  to  contradidl  them  in  their 
fkft  tendencies  to  evil.  A  fpark  may  eafily  be  quenched,  which 
after  it  hath  kindled  a  flame,  will  baffle  all  your  induflry.  Im¬ 
prove  that  holy  ordinance  which  you  have  been  celebrating,  to 
this  falutary  purpofe.  The  contemplation  of  a  crucified  Saviour 
is  an  excellent  mean  to  affift  you  in  crucifying  th.e  flefh.  When 
your  appetites  folicit  any  unlawful  indulgence,  remember  him 

who  had  not  even  the  common  accommodations  of  nature. _ - 

When  your  flefh  requires  eafe  and  pleafure>  think  of  him  who 
pieafed  not,  or  minded  not  himfelf,  but  for  your  lakes  fubmit- 
ted  to  hunger  and  third,  wearinefs  and  watching,  pain  and  re¬ 
proach,  and  at  lalt  to  an  ignominious  death.  When  riches  in¬ 
flame  your  defires,  reflea  on  the  hiftory  of  Jefus,  “  who,  though 
**  he  was  rich,  for  your  fakes  became  poor,  that  ye  through  his 
Vol. II.  LI  poverty 
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u  poverty  might  be  made  rich.”  When  the  defire  of  applaufej, 
or  the  fear  of  cenfure  from  man,  tempt  you  to  defert  the  path 
of  duty,  then  remember  him  who  for  you  made  himfelf  of  no 
reputation)  gave  his  head  to  be  crowned  with  thorns,  and  his 
body  to  be  arrayed  with  the  garb  of  derifion,  and  was  fufpended 
on  a  crofs  in  the  company  of  malefactors.  In  all  thefe  views, 
let  your  eyes  be  directed  to-  Jefus,  the  author  and  finifher  of 
your  faith*  Above  all,  depend  much  on  the  grace  of  God^ 
and  pour  out  your  fouls  in  fervent  fupplications  for  the  Spirit  of 
promife,  by  whofe  affiftance  alone  you  can  mortify  the  deeds  of 
the  body,  and  crucify  the  flelh,  with  its  affections  and  lulls.— 
Principles  of  philofophy  may  reltrain  our  evil  paffions ;  but  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  the  omnipotent  power  of  divine  grace  can  over¬ 
come  therm  Plead  therefore  eatneftly,  that  He  who  is  now  af- 
cended  Up  on  high,  and  hath  received  gifts  for  men,  may  grant 
you  every  needful  fupply  in  this  difficult  warfare  t  that  fo,  when 
you  have  fought  the  good  fight,  and  overcome  your  enemies^ 
both  within  and  without  you,  you  may  be  publicly  acknowledg¬ 
ed  and  acquitted  in  the  day  of  judgmen,  and  made  perfeCUy 
happy  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  God  for  ever.  Amen * 
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f&r*  A?  «««>>  fay,  Who  -will  Jhew  us  any  gpodj  Lard, 
lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  Ihou  haji 
put  gladnefs  in  my  hearty  more  than  in  the  tune  that  their 

corn  and  their  wine  increafeth . 


THE  chief  dHtim&km  between  a  child  of  God,  and  a  ma n 
of  the  world,  lies  in  the  prevailing  tendency  of  tneir 
defires.  Both  of  them  are  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  happinefs, 
gut  the  one  aims  at  nothing  higher  than  the  prefent  gratification 
of  his  appetites,  while  the  other  rifes  above  this  world, ^  and  af- 
pires  at  the  fupreme  felicity  of  his  immortal  nature.  The  one 
feeks  information  from  every  quarter,  concerning  the  objedfc  of 
his  purfuit  j  the  other  afks  the  bleffing  diredtly  from  the  Giver 
of  all  good.  The  one  feeks  a  happinefs  feparated  from  God  ; 
the  whole  earth,  without  the  light  of  God’s  countenance,  would 
appear  to  the  Gther  a  barren  wildernefs,  and  a  place  of  exiie.  * 
Ipropofe,  in  difeourfmg  on  this  fubje£t, 

Firjly  To  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  Pfalmift’s  defeription 

of  thefe  oppofite  chara£ter$»  #  .  - 

Secondly ,  To  illuftrate  the  two  following  propofitions,  which 
naturally  arife  from  the  text,  namely,  That  worldly  men  have 
little  caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  temporal  advantages  which  they  pot» 
fefs  ;  and  that  the  light  of  God’s  countenance  is  fufficient  to 
gladden  the  heart  of  a  faint  in  all  circumftances  whatfoever. 

The  illuftration  of  thefe  particulars  will  give  rife  to  a  pra&i- 
cal  improvement  of  the  fubjedl.- — Let  us, 

Firjl  1  Attend  to  the  defeription  of  worldly  men  in  the  firft 
part  of  the  6th  verfe,  “There  be  many  that  fay,  Who  will 
M  (hew  us  any  good  ?”~It  is  obvious,  in  .the 
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place,  That  this  queflion  betrays  a  great  degree  of  inward 
diflatisfadHon  and  perplexity.  ihey  ipeak  like  men  who  have 
no  re liih  for  what  they  poffefs,  and  who  are  utterly  at  a  lofs  to 
what  hand  to  turn  for  enjoyment.  They  do  not  alk,  Who  will 
fhew  us  the  chief  good  ?  But,  “  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good 
Any  thing  to  fill  up  the  craving  vacuity  of  our  minds  :  a  plain 
intimation,  that  hitherto  they  have  b.eeni  miferably  disappointed' 
in  their  purfuits,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  queflion  they 
cannot  find  any  thing  in  their  lot  that  deferves  the  name  of  good. 
They  are  unacquainted  with  happinefs,  though  they  have  heet^ 
always  in  feareh  of  it,  and  neither  know  wherein  it  confifts, 
nor  how  it  is  to  be  obtained. — It  deferves  our  notice, 

idly,  That  the  only  good  which  they  inquire  for  is  fome  pre- 
fent  feniible  enjoyment,  which  may  be  pointed  out  to  the  eye 
of  fenfe,  and  may  be  immediately  laid  hold  of.  <«  Who  will 
“  foe™  us  any  good  ?”  They  are  ftrangers  to.  the  operation  of 
that  “faith,  which  is  the  fubflance  of  things  hoped  for,  and 
u  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen.”  They  look  not  “  at  the 
“  things  which  are  unfeen  and  eternal their  views  are  confi¬ 
ned  within  the  narrow  limits  of  this  prefen t  life  ;  and  they  oo- 
vet  no  other  portion  than  they  fuppqfe  may  be  found  in.  the 
world  of  fenfe. — -It  may  be  obferved, 

idly.  That  they  make  no  discrimination,  of  the  objedls  which 
they  feek  after.  Any  good  will  be  welcome  to  them  let  it  be 
good  food,  or  good  clothing  a  good  eft-ate  by  lawful  means* 
or  a  good  eftate  by  any  means  whatever  ^  a  good  bargain  in  bu- 
finefs,  or  a  good  booty  by  theft  or  plunder  :  no  matter  what  it 
is,  provided  it  gives  them  pleafure  in  the  meantime,  or  relieves, 
them  from  the  irkfome  labour  of  thinking  on  themfelves,  and 
on  the  great  end  for  which  they  are  made. — Once  more,  in  the 
4 lh  place.  You  obferve,  that  amidfl  all  their  difiatisfadlion 
with  their  prefent  flate,  and  their  eager  defires  after  Something 
better,  they  do  not  turn  their  thoughts  at  all.  to  God,  but  feenv 
rather  determined  to'banifh  the  remembrance  of  him  from  their 
minds.  They  feek  counfel  from  others,  but  none  from  him 
they  inquire  at  weak  and  erring  mortals  like  themfelves,  but  they 
neither  afk  wifdom  nor  grace  from  God. 

Such  is  the  reprefentation  which  the  Pfalmift  gives  us  of  the. 
temper  and  of  the  language  of  worldly  men.  He  further  tells 
us,  that  the  character  of  which  he  gives  this  defcription,  was  a. 
common  one  in  his  time.  u  There  be  many  that  fay,  Who  will  » 
u  fhew  us  any  good  ?”  And  it  is  but  too  apparent,  that  mul¬ 
titudes  , 
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titydes  of  men  do  ftill  exhibit  the  fame  temper.  They  have  no 
relifh  for  fpiritual  and  divine  enjoyments  *,  their  only  care  is* 
«  What  they  (hall  eat,  and  what  they  flaall  drink,  and  where-* 
«  withal  they  (hall  be  clothed.”— “  They  labour  abundantly 
<<  for  the  meat  which  perifheth,  but  not  at  all  for  that  meat 
“  which  endureth  unto;  everlafting  life.”  And  though  they 
meet  repeated  difappoiutments  in  every  new  experiment  *,  yet 
inftead  of  feeking  after  happinefs  where  it  is  alone  to  be  found* 
they  ftill  renew  the  fruitlefs.  fearch  among  the  creatures  around 
them,  and  cry  out  with  as  much  keennefs  as  ever*  “  Who  will 
{hew  us  any  worldly  good  ?” 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  a  different  obje<T,  and  confides 
the  temper  of  a  child  of  God,  as  it  is  beautifully  defcribed  by 
the  Pfalmift.  Whilft  others  fay,  “  Who  will  (hew  us  any 
*c  good  l,y  the  language  of  his  heart  is,  “  Lord,  lift  thou  upon 
«  me  the  light  of  thy  countenance.”  He,  too,  feeks  what  is 

good  ;  for  the  defire  of  happinefs  is  common  to  alL - But 

you  will  obferve, 

i [ft.  That  it  is  not  any  good  that  will  fatisfy  him  :  he  cannot 
feed  upon  hulks  ;  it  is  a  real  and  a  fubflantial  good  that  he  feeks 
after.  Nay,  it  is  the  chief  good.  H,e  difdains  the  thought  of 
having  any  thing  lefs  than  this  for  the  portion  of  his  foul.  He 
knows  that  all  other  fources  of  enjoyment  are  np  better  than 
broken  citterns.,  which  can  hold  no  water  adapted  indeed 
to  fupply  the  wants  of  the  body,  but  in  no  refpe£i  fuited  to  the 
immortal  fpirit,  either  as  the  objects  of  its  choice,  or  the  four¬ 
ces  of  its  happinefs. — -And  as  nothing  can  fatisfy  him  but  a  rea( 
and  permanent  good,  fo  we  find, 

2dJy>  That  he  knows  where  that  good  is  to  be  found.  He 
has  no  need  to  folicit  information  from  every  one  he  meets.  He 
knows  that  the  favour  of  God,  and  the  fenfe  of  his  loving 
kindnefs,  are  the  only  fources  of  true  happinefs.  Here  therefore 
he  fixeth  his  choice,  and  is  perfectly  fatisfied  that  he  is  right  in 
doing  fo. 

The  worldly  mind  is  in  a  (late  of  perpetual  fluftuation. 
Having  no  determinate  object  in  view,  it  runs  wild  in  purfuit 
of  every  delufive  image  of  good  ;  and  when  difappointed  in 
one  obje&,  only  feels  a  more  intenfe  defire  to  feek  its  gratifica¬ 
tion  in  another. 

But  the  enlightened,  mind  feeth  vanity  engraved,  in  deep  and 
legible  characters,  on  all  things  below  the  fun  j  and  therefore 
looks  beyond  and  above  them  for  its  portion,  faying  with  the? 
devour  Pfaimift,  f<  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there 
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cc  is  none  upon  earth  whom  I  defire  befide  thee.  My  flefh  an$ 
my  heart  faiieth :  but  God  is  the  {Length  of  my  heart,  and  my 
f ‘  portion  for  ever/' — I  obferve,  in  the 

3 d  place,  That  a  child  of  God  goes  tjiredly  to  God  himfelf* 
and  begs  the  bleiiing  from  him.  He  lofes  no  time  in  wandering 
among  the  creatures,  or  in  making  experiments  of  fenfual 
pleafure  j  but  takes  the  Ihortelt  road  to  the  objeA  he  purfues* 
He  flies  to  the  arms  of  his  Fatlier,  and  implores  that  he  would 
finile  on  him,  ?md  grant  him  his  folvation.  Senfible  at  the 
fame  time  of  his  unworthinefs,  he  claims-  nothing  as  a  debt  % 
but  /what  he  afks,  he  prays  for  as  a  free  unmerited  gift,  fetch¬ 
ing  all  his  arguments  from  his  mercy,  and  pleading  with  him 
for  his  own  name’s  fake,  “  O  Lord,  lift  thou, upon  me  the  light 
of  thy  countenanced— -Once  more,  in  the 

4 th  place,  it  deferves  our  notice,  that  the  Pfalmift,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  godly,  ufeth  this  prayer  in  diredf  oppofition  to 
the  carnal  language  of  worldly  men,  who  are  continually  cry¬ 
ing,  “  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  Hereby  intimating  to 
us,  that  a  child  of  God  can  relifh  no  fweetnefs  in  any  inferior 
good,  till  he  be  allured  of  the  divine  favour  \  ai)d  that  when 
this  great  bleffing  is  obtained,  nothing  amifs  can  come  to  him* 
Even  amidlt  the  abundance  of  outward  things,  he  mourns  and 
languifheth,  as  long  as  he  apprehends  God  to  be  at  a  diftance 
from  him.  Arid  no  fooqer  doth  he  behold  his  reconciled  coun- 

-i  .  ‘  -  ,  *  ■ ' 

tenance,  than  he  forgets  every  outward  calamity,  and  can  re¬ 
joice  in  the  loweft  flate  of  poverty  and  diftrefs. 

In  a  word,  to  the  fpiritual  man  the  favour  of  God  is  the  one 
thing  needful.  4s  to  other  things,  which  may  be  either  good 
or  bad,  as  they  are  ufed,  he  dares  not  be  peremptory  in  his 
choice  ;  u  For  who  knoweth  \vhat  is  good  for  man  in  this  life  ?,s 
But  the  favour  of  his  God  he  cannot  want  Here  all  his  de¬ 
fires  centre,  and  here  he  hath  treafured  up  all  the  wilhes  of  his 

heart.  .  # 

Having  thus  confidejrcd  the  Pfalmifl’s  defeription  of  thefe  twQ 
oppofite  characters  in  the  text,  let  US  now  proceed, 

Secondly y  To  illuftrate  the  propofitions  which  arife  from  this 
comparifon — The 

Firjl  which  I  mentioned  was,  That  worldly  men  have  little 
caufe  to  rejoice  in  the  temporal  advantages  which  they  pofiefs. 

Stretch  your  imaginations  to  the  utmoft  ;  fancy  to  yoUrfelves 
a  man  railed  above  all  his  fellows,  enjoying  every  thing  that  his 

heart  can  wilh,  obeyed  and  honoured  by  all  around  him  ;  let 

luxury 
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luxury  fur  nidi  out  his  houfe  and  table  ;  let  profperity  attend  his 
fteps,  and  croWn  his  Undertakings  with  glory.  Add  to  thele 
advantages,  if  you  will,  the  fplendid  title  of  king  and  hero  ; 
and  when  you  have  finifned  the  gaudy  pidure,  fay,  what  doth 
the  value  of  it  amount  to  ? 

1/?,  May  not  all  thefe  outward  things  confifl  with  the  prefent 
mifery  of  the  perfon  who  poffedeth  them  ?  May  not  the  man 
who  hath  reached  the  fummit  of  earthly  grandeur  be  the  wretcn- 
ed  Have  of  his  own  paffions,  and  differ  all  the  torments  of  a 
difeafed  mind  ?  Who  have,  in  fa&,  held  the  mod  complaining 
language  on  the  fubjeft  of  human  life  ?  Have  not  thofe  who 
have  drunk  deeped  of  the  cup  of  profperity,  and  whofe  minds, 
fatiated  with  pleafure,  have  become  the  prey  of  fpleen  and  dif- 
appointment.  Unlefs,  therefore,  We  can  finifh  the  defeription 
of  the  plofpeVoUs  man,  by  laying,  that  his  foul  is  as  flourifhing 
as  his  body,  and  that  his  eternal  intered  is  as  well  fecured  as  his 
temporal  advantages  feem  to  be,  all  that  we  have  fuppofed  him 
to  poffefs  muft  go  for  nothing.  He  is  indeed  more  fumptuoufly 
rniferable  than  any  of  his  fellow-creatures,  but  cannot  be  allow¬ 
ed  to  have  the  lead  reafonable  caufe  of  joy. 

God  feeth  not  as  man  feeth.  Man  looketh  on  the  outward 
appearance,  but  God  fearcheth  the  heart.  Accordingly,  he 
fpeaks  a  language  very  different  from  the  men  of  the  world,  and 
calls  thofe  “  wretched,  and  rniferable,  and  poor,  and  blind, 
and  naked, ’’  who  think  fchemfelves,  and  perhaps  are  thought 
by  others,  to  be  €<  rich,  and  iucreafed  in  goods,  and  to  dand 
in  need  of  nothing.”  And  will  any  wife  man  then  rejoice 
in  thefe  outward  circumftances,  which  may  fo  eafily  confift 
with  the  real  mifery  of  the  perfon  who  poffedeth  them  i — Efpe- 
cially  if  we  confider, 

2*//y,  That  thefe  very  things  are  frequently  the  means  of  ma¬ 
king  men  rniferable,  and  of  fixing  them  in  that  deplorable  date. 
How  many  have  been  fruitful  in  the  low  valley  of  adverfity,  who 
have  proved  barren^  after  they  removed  their  habitations  to  the 
high  mountains  of  profperity  ?  And  fhould  any  man  rejoice 
becaufe  he  mud  pafs  to  heaven  as  a  camel  mild  pafs  through 
the  eye  of  a  needle  ?  Is  it  not  difficult  enough  to  keep  out 
hearts  and  affections  above,  when  even  Wc  have  little  or  nothing 
to  confine  them  below  ?  And  fhould  we,  who  already  ftumble 
at  a  draw,  tejoice  that  we  have  rocks  of  offence,  and  mountains 
of  provocation  cad  in  our  way  ?  How  few  are  advanced  to 
higher  meafures  of  faith  and  holinefs,  by  their  advancement  in 
the  world  ?  How  ftrangely  doth  profperity  transform  men,  and 

make 
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make  them  forget  their  former  apprehenfions  of  things,  their 
convictions,  their  purpofes,  and  their  vows  •,  nay,  their  God, 
their  happmefs,  and  tnemfelves  ?  "Wbile  men  are  low  in  the 
^orld,  and  live  by  faith,  they  do  good  with  the  little  which 
they  pofTcfs,  and  have  the  blelHng  of  a  willing  mind  :  Whereas* 
when  they  are  lifted  up,  they  often  lofe  the  inclination,  in  pro^ 
portion  as  they  increafe  in  the  ability  of  doing  good,  and  ufe 
their  fuperior  talents  only  to  bring  upon  themfelves  a  heavier 
condemnation.  I  he  carnal  mind  commonly  grows  with  the 
tarnal  interefl,  and  the  greateft  oppofers  of  God  have  in  all 
ages  been  the  very  perfons  who  were  mofl  indebted  to  his  good- 
nefs.  Rejoice  not  then  in  the  poflefhon  of  thefe  common  mer¬ 
cies  for  their  own  fake  ;  and  learn  to  value  them  only  as  they 
are  made  fubfervient  to  your  real  ufefulnefs,  and  to  your  fpirit- 
ualjoy. — For,  in  the 

3 d  place,  All  thefe  things  may  end  in  mifery,  and  leave  the 
owner  in  everlafting  woe.  He  who  to-day  “  is  clothed  in  pur- 
pie  and  fine  linen,  and  fares  fumptuoufly,”  may  to-morrow 
“  hft  up  his  eyes  in  torment/’— “  Weeping  and  wailing,  and 
grtafhing  of  teeth”  may  fucceed  to  his  carnal  mirth.  If  this 
ftiall  happen,  he  (hall  then  cry  out,  O  that  I  had  lain  in  medi¬ 
cinal  tags,  inftead  of  having  got  this  mortal  furfeit  of  profperi- 
ty  l  Alas  !  are  all  my  pleafant  morfels  to  be  for  ever  exchang¬ 
ed  for  this  gall  and  wormwood  !  O  deplorahle  (late  !  O  wretch¬ 
ed  iffue  of  a  carnal  life  ! 

Think  not  that  I  am  an  enemy  to  your  joy,  in  urging  thefe 
remonftrances.  My  foie  aim  is  to  lead  you  to  that  fountain* 
which  will  at  all  times  fupply  you  with  the  moil  exalted  delight  \ 
the  fenfe  of  the  love  of  God,  and  the  fure  profpedt  of  immor¬ 
tal  felicity.  Were  you  in  this  happy  condition,  then  fhould  I 
bid  you  rejoice  even  in  tbofe  temporal  mercies,  as  the  gifts  of 
your  heavenly  Father,  the  tokens  of  his  love,  and  the  pledges 
of  your  future  inheritance.  I  would  then  addrefs  you  in  the 
words  of  the  Preacher,  c<  Go  thy  way,  eat  thy  bread  with  joy* 
4<  and  drink  thy  wine  with  a  merry  heart  *,  for  God  now  accept- 
eth  thy  works/’  But  until  you  have  made  fure  of  this  one 
thing  needful,  I  mult  be  an  enemy  to  your  fecure  and  carnal 
joy.  The  frantic  mirth  of  a  madman,  is  an  objedt  that  will 
call  a  damp  on  a  mind  the  molt  addidted  to  gaiety  ;  and  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  yourfelves,  whether  it  be  rcafonable  for  a  man  to  rejoice, 
who,  in  the  rnidll  of  all  his  pleafures,  cannot  have  the  fmallelt 
alTurance  that  he  lhall  be  the  next  moment  out  of  hell.  A 
wicked  man,  fufFering  the  horrors  of  an  awakened  confcience, 
is  indeed  an  objedt  of  commiferation  :  but  a  far  greater  object 

of 
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Ol  commiferation  is  that  man,  who,  in  the  depths  of  mifery, 
and  on  the  very  brink  of  perdition,  (till  retains  his  thoughtless 
and  infeniible  gaiety  of  heart.  This  is  that  laughter  of  which 
-Solomon  might  well  fay,  “  It  is  mad  and  that  mirth  of  which 
he  faith,  “  What  doth  it  •?”  How  many  are  now  in  Sorrow,  by 
reafon  of  this  unfeafoilable  and  fmful  joy  ?  They  were  too  gay 
to  liilen  to  the  grave  admonitions  of  God’s  word ;  too  eagerly 
bent  upon  their  del nfive  pleafures  to  attend  to  the  motions  of 
his  holy  Spirit  ;  and  therefore,  becaufe  when  God  called  they 
would  not  hear,  fo  he  now  laughs  at  their  calamity,  and  mocks 
when  their  fears  are  come  upon  them*  It  is  the  awful  appre- 
henhon  of  this  which  conftrains  me  to  be  earned  with  you  in 
my  prefent  argument.  The  pleafure  which  you  take  in  the  en¬ 
joyments  of  fenfe,  is  that  which  makes  you  carelefs  of  the 
pleafures  of  religion.  Could  I  for  once  prevail  with  you  to  en¬ 
ter  into  your  own  breads,  to  abltract  yourfelves  from  the  buii- 
nefs  and  pleafures  of  this  vain  world,  and  to  think  feriouily  for 
one  day  upon  your  eVerlaftiixg  Rate,  1  Ihould  not  defpair  of  con¬ 
vincing  you,  -that  this  earth  can  afFord  nothing  which  can  be  an 
equivalent  for  your  immortal  fouls.  But,  alas  !  your  fenluai 
diflipated  mirth  banifheth  all  reflection,  and  makes  you  deaf  to 
the  fober  voice  of  reafon.  When  you  are  confined  to  a  bed  of 
ficknefs,  indeed,  or  languifhing  under  fome  painful  difeafe,  it 
is  pofhble  for  a  religious  monitor  to  obtain  fomething  like  a  pa¬ 
tient  hearing  from  you  :  but  when  your  flefh  is  in  vigour,  and 
capable  of  reafhmg  outward  pleafures,  this  docile  feafon  is  no 
more,  and  all  the  truths  which  relate  to  another  world  become 
grating  and  offenfive  to  your  ears,  like  the  found  of  an  inftru- 
ment  out  of  tune.  I  have  only  to  add  on  this  head,  that\  were 
your  mirth,  fuchasit  is,  to  endure  for  any  time,  I  fliould  won¬ 
der  the  lefs  at  your  rejecting  this  admonition  But,  alas  !  to 
be  jocund,  or  even,  happy,  for  a  day,  and  then  to  lie  down  ia 
endlefs  torment,  is  a  dlfmal  profpeCI  indeed.  To  fee  a  man 
laugh  a:«id  play,  and  brave  it  out,  ia  a  veffel  which  is  fo  fwiftly 
running  down  a  dream  which  terminates  in  a  gulph  of  endlefs 
Horror,  is  a  (nocking  fpectacle,  and  calls  loudly  on  every  one 
who  lees  it  to  warn  the  unhappy  perfon  of  his  danger.  This 
hath  been  ray  office  to  you  *,  and  could  I  be  your  friend  if  I  did 
lefs  ?  if  I  did  not  obteit  you  with  all  the  earned  net's  of  which  I 
am  capable,  to  fecure  your  interetl  in  another  world  than  this 
and  to  derive  your  joys  from  fomething  better  than  the  portion 
of  the  fenfualillo 
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Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  a  more  agreeable  objefl,  and  fur- 
vey  thole  folid  grounds  of  joy  which  belong  to  the  people  of 
God. — For  the 

Second  proportion  which  I  propofed  to  illuftrate  was,  That  the 
light  of  God’s  countenance  is  fufficient  to  gladden  the  heart  of 
a  faint  in  all  circumftances  whatfoever.  For  this  purpofe,  let 
ns  confider  from  what  fources  the  joys  of  a  faint  proceed. 

ij},  Then,  he  is  poffeffed  of  the  joy  which  refults  from  com¬ 
paring  his  prefent  happy  condition  with  the  mifery  in  which  he 
was  once  involved.  He  remembers  a  time  when,  like  others, 
he  wandered  in  the  vanity  and  darknefs  of  his  mind,  flill  put¬ 
ting  the  anxious  queftion,  "  Who  will  (hew  me  any  good  Vr 
when,  like  a  fheep,  he  went  aftray,  in  the  dark  and  howling 
wildernefs ;  when  he  fed  upon  mere  hulks,  and  fpent  his  money 
for  that  which  is  not  bread.  But  now  he  is  returned  to  the 
u  Shepherd  and  Bifhop  of  his  fotil.,:P  He  is  palled  from  death 
to  life  :  the  Judge  of  the  univerfe  is  at  peace  with  him,  and 
hath  call  all  his  fins  into  the  depth  of  the  fea.  He  hath  got 
within  the  walls  of  the  city  of  refuge,  where  the  avenger  of 
blood  cannot  enter  ;  the  fword  of  juftice  is  put  up  in  its  fcab- 
bard  ;  and  that  Almighty  Being,  upon  whom  he  conflantiy  de¬ 
pends,  hath  laid  alide  his  wrath,  and  beholds  him  with  a  plea- 
fant  countenance.  And  therefore,  “  although  the  fig-tree  fhall 
Si  not  bloffom,  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in  the  vines  ,  the  labour  of 
6i  the  olive  fhall  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat  f  the  Hock 
u  fhall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in 
u  the  flails  ;  yet  will  he  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  he  will  joy  in  the 
H  God  of  his  ra^atianT — But  a 

2d  Source  of  joy  to  a  child  of  God,  confifls  in  the  aflual  ho¬ 
nours  and  privileges  conferred  upon  him.  He  is  advanced  to 
the  deareft  and  mod  intimate  relation  to  God,  adopted  into  his 
family,  and  in  veiled  with  all  the  rights  of  a  fon.  In  him  that 
life  is  begun,  which,  being  hid  with  Ghrifl  in  God,  fhall  be 
preferved  and  improved,  till  at  length  it  be  perfedled  in  the  hea¬ 
venly  world.  “  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  O  ye  righteous  j  and 
fhout  for  joy,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart.”  To  you  it 
belongs  to  come  boldly  to  a  throne  of  grace,  in  the  affured  hope 
that  you  {hall  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  you  in  every 
time  of  need  :  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  you  can  enter  into  the 
holieft,  and  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  fupplication,  with 
thankfgiving,  make  your  requefls  known  to  God  ;  calling  all 
your  care  upon  him,  becaufe  he  careth  for  you.  He  is  yours 
who  pofMeth  all  things,  and  what  can  you  want  ?  He  is  yours 
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who  can  do  all  things,  and  what  fhould  you  fear  ?  He  is  yours 
who  is  goodnefs  and  love  itfelf,  how  then  can  you  be  rmferabie, 
or  what  imperfe&ion  can  there  be  in  your  felicity  ?  His  faith- 
fulnefs  is  pledged  to  make  all  things  work  together  for  your  good. 
The  mod  affli&ive  events,  like  the  furnace  or  pruning  hook.,; 
(hall  only  purge  away  your  drofs,  or  render  you  more  fruitful. 
So  that  you  may  glory  in  tribulation,  <c  knowing  that  tribulation 
«  worketh  patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience 
“  hope  that  maketh  not  afnamed.^  To  conclude  this  detail  of 
the  privileges  of  a  faint,  hear  how  the  Apoftle  to  the  Corinthians, 
defcribes  them,  (i  Corinth,  hi.  21.)  “  All  things  are  yours, 

u  whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  v/erid,  or  life, 
or  death,  or  things  prefen t,  or  things  to  come  ;  all  are  yours, 
f*  and  ye  are  Chrift’s  ;  and  Chrift  is  God’s.”-*-  Once  mote, 

3 diy,  The  joy  of  a  faint  proceeds  from  the  contemplation  of 
thofe  future  bleffings.  which  as  yet  are  only  the  objects  of  hope. 
But  in  fpeaking  of  thefe,  where  (hall  we  begin  ?  Shall  I  pafs 
beyond  the  dark  and  lonely  grave,  which  Job  hath  ftyled  the 
16  houfe  appointed  for  all  living,5*  and  lead  you  upwards  at  once 
to  the  realms  of  light  and  joy,  to  furvey  that  houfe,  with  many 
manfions,  whether  Chrift  is  gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  his 
people  ?  No  :  in  the  pafiage  I  laft  quoted,  we  find  death  reck¬ 
oned  among  the  poiTefiions  of  believers.  To  thofe  who  belong 
to  Chrift,  death  ceafeth  to  be  the  king  of  terrors.  The  ftroke 
he  gives  doth  indeed  put  an  end  to  the  exiftence  of  the  old  man  j 
but  by  that  very  IJroke,  the  fetters  which  galled  the  new  man  in 
Chrift  are  broken  afunder,  and  the  life  imparted  by  the  fecond 
Adam  comes  to  full  maturity,  when  that  which  was  derived 
from  the  fir  ft  Adam  concludes.  When,  therefore,  we  view 
death  and  the  grave,  as  confecrated  by  Chrift,  who  died  and 
was  buried,  they  are  no  more  to  be  ranked  among  the  articles  of 
the  curfe  denounced  againft  the  original  apoftacy,  but  fall  to  be 
enrolled  among  the  u  things  to  come  of  which  every  be¬ 
liever  may  fay,  They  are  mine.  In  this  light  did  Paul  behold 
them,  when  he  faid,  «  To  me  to  live  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is 
66  gain —I  defire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  which  is  far 
better,*  ’ — <c  While  I  am  at  home  in  the  body,  I  am  abfent 
from  the  Lord.  I  am  therefore  confident  and  willing,  rather 
€i  to  be  abfent  from  the  body,  and  prefent  with  the  Lord.**  — 
6e  O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vi£to-* 
tc  ry  ?  The  fting  of  death  is  fin,  and  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the 
law.  But  thanks  be  unto  God  who  giveth  us  the  yi&ory, 
€6  through  Jefus.  Chrift  our  Lord.*' 

But 
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^  But  it  is  the  refurreCtion  which  Hi  all  complete  the  triumph  of 
the  Hints,  when  that  which  is  fown  in  weaknefs,  in  difhonour 
and  corruption,  Ida  nil  be  railed  in  power,  in  glory,  and  in  incor- 
ruption.  In  that  day  of  the  marbfeftation  of  the  fons  of  God, 
when  our  vile  bodies  {hall  be  changed  and  fafhioncd  like  uuto, 
Chrift  s  glorious  body,  <c  when  this  corruptible  (hall  have  put 
“  ?n  incorruption,  and  this  mortal  (hall  have  put  on  immortal- 
“  then  (liall  be  brought  to  pafs  the  faying  that  is  written, 
<c  E)eath  is  fwallowed  up  in  vi&ory.v  But  how  fiiall  we  fpeak 
of  the  glory  yet  to  be  revealed,  “  which  eye  hath  not  feen,' 
«  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man 
u  to  conceive.”  Should  I  attempt  any  defeription  of  it,  I 

fhould  only  “  darken  counfei  by  words  without  knowledge.” _ 

c<  B  doth  not  yet  appear,”  faith  the  Apoftle  John,  «  what  we 
u  Iballbe  ;  but  this  we  know',  that  when  he  (hall  appear,  we 
“  Dial!  be  like  him  ;  for  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is.”  Here  then 
let  us  hop.  To  be  made  like  the  Son  of  God,  to  behold  his 
unveiled  glory,  and  to  be  for  ever  with  him  :  Thefe  particulars 
mull  furely  include  every  ingredient  which  can  belong  to  the 
highefl  perfection  and  happinefs  of  a  creature.  With  this  great 
objeCt  in  our  eye,  how  well  doth  it  become  us  to  adopt  the  Ian- 
guageof  the  Apoftle  Peter,  and  to  fay  with  fervent  gratitude, 
as  he  did,  “  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
<c  Chrift,  which  according  to  his  abundant  mercy  hath  begot- 
u  ten  us  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  refurreCtion  of  Jefus 
u  Chrift  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  unde- 

filed1,  and  that  fadeth  not  away.” 

j 

Thefe  are  the  peculiar  fources  from  which  the  godly  man  de¬ 
rives  hi*,  joy.  And  may  I  not  now  appeal  to  you,  whether  they 
are  not  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  that  no  outward  diftrefs  or  cala¬ 
mity  can  take  them  away  ?  Even  when  the  heavens  (hall  be 
rolled  together  like  a  fcrol!:,  and  the  elements  fhall  melt  with 
fervent  heat,  he  will  be  able  to  look  at  the  mighty  defolation, 
and  fay,  when  all  thefe  materials  are  confumed,  I  (hall  have 
loft  nothing  *,  “  God  liveth,  bleffed  be  my  rock.”-— “  The  Lord 
iC  is  the  protection  of  mine  inheritance, and  in  him  I  pofiefs 
and  enjoy  all  things. 

And  now  what  improvement  are  we  to  make  of  this  fubjeCt  ? 

• — In  the 

iji  place,  Let  us  inquire  which  of  the  characters  deferibed. 
by  the  Pfalmift  belongs  to  us.  Are  we  among  the  many  that 
fay,  <c  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  ?”  or  are  we  among  the 
happy  few  who  feek  the  light  of  God’s  countenance  above  all 

things  ? 
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th  Inc's  ?  There  is  no  neutral  perfon  in  this  cafe.  Ever)?  man 
thatliverh  upon  the  earth,  is  either  <e  carnally  minded,  which 
«  is  death  ;  or  fpiritually  minded,  which  is  lifo  and  peace  h* 
either  a  child  of  God,  or  a  drudge  and  flave  to  the  worjd.  To 
which  party  then  do  you  belong  ;  What  are  your  hearts  princi¬ 
pally  fet  upon,  and  whither  do  you  bend  your  qhief  and  moft 
vigorous  endeavours  ?  if  you  can  find  but  little  leifure  £cy  the 
fervice  of  God,  and  the  care  of  your  fouls  ;  if  you  can  fpen  d 
whole  days  without  calling  upon  God,  or  reading  his  word  > 
if  the  Sabbath  appears  burdenfome  to  you,  and  you  join  in, 
your  hearts  -with  thofe  profane  perfons  whom  the  prophet  Amos, 
deferibes,  as  faying,  (viii.  5.)  When  will  the  new’  moon  be. 
“  gone,  that' we 'may  fell  corn  ?  and  the  Sabbath,  that  we  may, 

«  fet  forth'  wheat  ?,J  If  you  are  confcious  that  it  is  thus  with, 
you,  I  need  fcarcely  inform  you,  that  you  mull  be  clafled  with 
thofe  whofc  language  it  is,  Who  will  fhew  us  any  good  ?”  A 
2d  Ufe,  therefore,  which  I  would  make  of  this  fubjeft,  is, 
to  exhort  you,  who  are  yet  carnally  minded,  to  think  ferioufly  ot 
your  condition.  Ye  are  purfuing  what  will  for  ever  dee  from 
you.  Ye  are  combating  with  a  decree  of  him  who  is  Almigh¬ 
ty,  even  that  irreverfible  decree  which  hath  pronounced  vanity, 
on  all  things  below  the  fun.  Ye  are  oppofing  the  experience  ot 
all  who  ever  made  the  fame  trial  before  you  ;  ye  are  ftruggling 
with  the  very  feelings  of  your  own  hearts,  which  as  yet  have 
never  found  that  permanent  fatis.faclion  which  they  require.  O 
then  be  perfuaded  to  relinquiih  thofe  falie  plans  of  hanpinefs. 
by  which  you  have  been  hitherto  deluded,  and  to  feek  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  that  God  who  is  the  only  adequate  portion  of  an  immor¬ 
tal  foul.  Liftcn  to  that  kind  expoftulation  and  advice,  (Ifaiah 
lve  2,  3.)  (i  Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that  which  is 
<c  not  bread,  and  your  labour  for  that  which  fatisfietb  not  ? 
u  Hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good, 

and  let  your  fouj  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline  your  car, 
u  and  come  unto  me  ;  hear,  mid  your  foul  {hall  live  ;  and  I 
u  will  make  an  everlaifing  covenant  with  you,  even  the  fare, 
<c  mercies  of  David.’’ 

LaJUy.y  Ret  nie  call  on,  thofe  who  have  been  taught  to  value, 
the  light  of  God’s  countenance  above  all  things,  to  he  humble 
and  thankful.  Often,  recoiled^  that  mercy  which  plucked  you  as 
brands  out  of  the  burning,  and  let  you  apart  to.  ice  the  glory  cf 
the  Lord,  and  to  {how  forth  his  praife.  Qtten  acknowledge 
that  fovereign  grace  by  which  you  were  arrefted  in  the  broad 
way  that  leads  to  deftruftion,  and  led  to  him  who  alone  hath 
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Ac  words  of  eternal  life.  «  Who  made  thee  to  differ  and  what 

ed  the  itht  dld? Z10,*  receive  ■”  I{  he  who  command- 

cd  the  light  to  fhme  out  of  darknefs  hath  ftined  into  your  hearts 

\° S’-'flceof  ,‘f ' °f  • he  knTMeC  °ftU  »•  «  Mni 

/  face  of  Jefus  5  acare  and  praife  this  diftinsniifliinp  pood- 

of  •“*■**• 

.g  ot  the  Loid.  And  if  you  would  continue  to  eniov  the  com 
fort  which  arileth  from  the  light  of  God’s  countenance^  be  care- 

«  throutrctT^to  S°‘e  “•/rUitS1  °f  righteo“fncfs,  which  are 
tn.ough  Cm  if.  to  tne  praife  and  glory  of  God.”  Our  duty- 

«  Ore-  C^‘T“Cn  are  Vfely  arld  gracioufly  connected  together^ 

«  and  nofhfna  (hJv  ^  fT  °Ve  thy  Iaw»”  faith  the  P^lmift, 
and  noth  ng  fnali  offend  them.”-  “  The  work  of  righteouf- 

«  zSJr*'1  bC  Pf Ce>  and  the  of  nghte'oufnefs  quietnefs 
“  affurance  for  ever.”_.«<  As  many  a°s  walk  according  to 

f.  5 'qS7  °°  “d 
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Hebrews,  IX.  2  8« 


Chrifl  was  once  offered  to  bear  the  ft  ns  of  many  ;  and  unto 
them  that  look  for  himjhall  he  appear  .the  fecond  time ,  with¬ 
out  Jin^  unto  falvation , 


fr''  T^HERE  are  two  things  which  we  are  taught  to  believe  con- 
J|  cerning  Chrifl.  The  firjt  is.  That  he  once  appeared  in 
this  world,  clothed  with  our  nature  \  that  he  published  to  Tin¬ 
ners  of  mankind  a  pure  and  heavenly  dodtrine  \  and  after  ex¬ 
hibiting,  in  his  own  condudl,  a  fair  and  unblemifhed  example 
of  holy  obedience,  at  laft  offered  up  himfelf  a  facrihce  to  God, 
to  expiate  our  offences,  and  purchafe  our  eternal  redemption. 
The  fecond  is,  that  this  fame  Jefus,  who  was  dead,  is  now 
alive,  and  fitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majeily  on  high, 
from  whence  he  (hall  come  at  the  end  of  the  world,  crowned 
with  glory  and  honour,  and  attended  with  all  the  hoft  of  hea¬ 
ven,  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead. 

We  were  this  day  commemorating,  in  the  holy  facrament  of 
the  Supper*,  what  Chrift  hath  already  done  for  the  redemption 
of  his  people.  There  we  beheld  him  “  evidently  fet  forth  as 
u  crucified  before  our  eyes,”  bearing  our  griefs,  and  “  wound- 
€i  ed  for  our  tranfgre  (lions.”  And,  wow,  to  difplay  the  riches 
of  his  grace,  and  our  infinite  obligations  to  love  and  ferve  him., 
let  us  -with  joy  contemplate  what  he  is  farther  to  do,  as  it  is 
Ihortly  expreifed  in  the  latter  part  of  my  text  :  tc  Unto  them 
that  look  for  him,  {hall  he  appear  the  fecond  time,  without 
fin,  unto  falvation.5 9  The  ^ 


*  Preached  on  the  evening  of  a  Communion  Sabbath,  March  16 
2783,  a  few  days  before  the  Author's  death. 
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Firjl  thing  that  claims  our  attention,  is  the  certainty  of  our 
Lord  s  return-.  “  He  fhaii  appear  the  fecond  time.”  And, 
blefied  be  God,  this  comfortable  truth  doth  not  depend  upon 
any  doubtful  procd's  of  reafoning,  but  is  both  fupported  and 
ibul  (rated  by  a  variety  of  the  moft  clear  and  exprefs  declarations 
of  holy  writ.  The  Apoflle  Jude  informs  us,  that  Enoch,  the 
ieventh  from  Adam,  by  faith  forefaw  this  great  event,  and  fai'd, 
by  divine  infpiration,  “  Behold,  the  Lord  cometh  with  tea 
thoufand  of  his  faints,  to  execute  judgement  on  all. ”  It  was 
Chrifl  s  promife  to  his  difciples,  cc  In  my  father’s  hotife  are 
((  many  mail  (ions  \  if  it  wrere  not  fo  I  would  nave  told  vou  i  X 
u  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a 
*c  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again  and  receive  you  unto  my- 
“  ielf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfoT  The  angels 
who  attended  him  at  his  afcenfion  into  heaven,  bare  withefs  to 
the  fame  truth.  “  Ye  men  of  Galilee/  Laid  they,  “  why 
“  hand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven  ?  This  fame  jeius,  which  is 
“  taken  up  from  you  into  heaven,  (hall  fo  come  in  like  manner 
u  as  ye  have  feen  him  go  into  heaven.”  Nay,  we  are  told, 
that  the  Father  hath  appointed  the  very  day  in  which  “  he  (hail 
“  judge  the  world  in  rjghteoufnefs,  by  that  Man  whom  he  hath 
ordained. In  a  word,  this  dc (Trine  is  not  only  frequently 
ailerted  in  Scripture  ;  but  is  lo  intimately  conneTed  with  all 
other  parts  of  revelation,  that  the  whole  muft  (land  or  fall  with 
It.  Is  not  the  facrament  of  the  Supper  a  vifible  pledge  of  our 
Lord’s  return,  as  well  as  a  memorial  of  his  fufferings  and  death  ? 
And  do  we  not  prefeis  an  equal  belief  oi  both  every  time  we 
partake  of  that  holy  ordinance  ?  “  For  as  often  as  we  eat  this 
“  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  we  do  (hew  the  Lord’s  death  till 
“  be  come  /  that  is,  we  commemorate  his  death  in  the  faith 
of  his  fecond  and  glorious  appearance. 

This,  my  brethren,  is  an  interefting  truth,  and  doth  jtrflly 
challenge  our  mod  fcaious  attention.  It  is  not  more  certain  that 
we  are  met  together  in  this  place,  than  that  we  (hall  all  meet 
again  at  the  tribunal  of  Chriil,  where  every  one  of  us  (hall  ap¬ 
pear  in  his  true  colours,  without  any  malic  or  difguife.  At  pre- 
font  we  are  but  little  acquainted  with  ourfelves,  and  frequently 
imftuken  by  others  •,  but  the  fentence  of  the  fupreme  judge  wifi 
ire&ify  all  miflakes,  and  at  once  put  ail  end  to  the  prefumptu- 
ous  hopes  of  the  hypocrite,  and  to  the  fears  and  anxieties  of 
the  humble  felf-fufpeTing  foul.  Whom  he  then  juitifles,  none 
can  condemn  ;  and  whom  he  then  condemns,  none  dare  juiti* 
neither  is  there  anv  that  can  deliver  out  of  his  hand.— 

What 
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\Vhat  a  mighty  influence  ought  this  to  have  on  our  temper  and 
practice  ?  Wore  any  of  us  to  he  tried  for  Our  lives  at  a  human 
bar,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  thoughts  of  it  would  fo  fully  pof- 
fefs  our  minds,  as  to  leave  room  for  almoft  nothing  elfe.  Yet 
the  mod  that  the  judge  cm  do  in  fuch  a  cafe,  is  to  determine 
the  day  beyond  which  we  (hall  not  live  ;  while  neither  he,  nor 
any  man  in  the  world,  can  fay  with  certainty,  that  we  fhall  live 
till  that  day  come.  One  of  a  thoufand  accidents  may  cut  us 
off,  and  prevent  the  execution  of  his  fentence  ;  io  that  the  le¬ 
gal  date  of  our  lives  may  be  confiderably  longer  than  the  term 
which  the  Author  of  our  lives  hath  appointed.  But  the  iffue 
of  that  trial  which  we  muff  undergo  at  .the  fecond  appearance 
of  Chrift,  is  of  eternal  confequence  to  us.  Our  final  date  is 
determined  by  it ;  and  no  power  in  heaven,  or  on  earth,  is  able 
to  defeat  or  alter  the  Entente.  And  is  it  poffible  that  we  can 
baniih  the  thoughts  of  this  for  one  moment,  or  that  we  can 
think  of  it  with  cold  and  unaffe  filed  hearts  r  The 

Second  thing  that  deferves  the  peculiar  notice  of  believers,  is 
the  gracious  defign  of  our  Lord’s  appearance.  Ci  He  fhall  ap~ 
“  pear  the  fecond  time,  unto  falvation. Some  may  perhap^ 
be  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  what  lhould  remain  to  be  done  for  the 
falvation  of  the  faints,  after  their  fouls  are  admitted  into  hea¬ 
ven.  But  if  we  reflefit  a  little,  we  fhall  be  fenfible,  that  even 
after  the  fouFs  admiflion  into  heaven,  there  are  feveral  things  to 
be  done  by  Chrift  for  bis  people,  which  will  increafe  their  hap- 
pinefs,  and  render  their  falvation  more  perfefila — For, 

i fty  At  his  fecond  coming,  Chrift  will  raife  the  dead  bodies 
of  his  fervants,  which  will  without  doubt  be  a  confiderable  ad¬ 
dition  to  their  felicity.  The  fouls  of  the  faints  are  reprefented 
iri'Scripture  as  waiting  and  longing  for  the  refiirrefition  of  their 
bodies.  Hence  their  flefh  is  faid  to  reft  in  hope  :  and  therefore^ 
when  this  hope  is  fulfilled  at  ClirifFs  fecond  appearance,  we 
may  juftly  conclude,  that  the  joy  of  the  foul  (hall  be  heightened 
and  improved  ;  efpecially  when  we  confider  the  wonderful 
change  which  fhall  be  wrought  Upon  the  body  itfelf.  When, 
in  the  morning  of  the  refurrefilion,  the  trumpet  fhall  founds 
and  the  graves  fhall  fie  opened  ,  when  that  which  was  fown  in 
weaknefs  and  difhonour,  {hall  be  raifed  in  power  and  glory  j 
when  the  formerly  vile  body  fhall  not  only  be  refined,  but 
fafhioned  like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  the  Redeemer,  with 
what  triumph  and  exultation  fhall  that'  fong  be  lung  !  “  Death 
54  is  fwallowed  up  in  victory.”— «  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  ? 
IL  ]SC 
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46  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vidory  ?  The  fting  of  death  is  fin, 
ce  and  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  law.  But  thanks  be  to  God, 
“  who  giveth  us  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift.” 

2 dly,  In  that  day  the  Church,  which  is  called  the  body  of 
Chrift,  (ball  be  complete  $  which  muft  add  to  the  happinefs  of 
every  faint  in  particular.  For  the  feveral  members  of  that  fpi- 
ritual  body  being  dofely  United,  not  only  to  the  head,  but  alfa 
to  one  another,  each  of  them  muft  necefiarily  partake  of  the 
happinefs  and  glory  of  the  whole.  Muft  not  every  child  of 
God  be  more  joyful  when  the  whole  family  is  alTembled  in  the 
immediate  prefence  of  their  Father,  and  not  one  member  is 
wanting  r  If  there  is  joy  in  heaven  at  the  converfion  of  one 
firmer,  though  afterwards  he  hath  a  wafte  and  howling  wilder-- 
nefs  to  pafs  through,  and  many  a  toilfome  and  dangerous  ftep 
to  take  ere  he  arrive  at  the  end  of  his  journey  ;  how  much 
greater  joy  fhall  there  be  in  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  when  the 
many  fons  of  God  are  all  brought  home  to  glory  ? 

3<7/y,  Then  alfo  (hall  believers  be  folemnly  acquitted  by  the 
Judge  himfelf,  and  publicly  acknowledged  in  the  prefence  of 
an  affembled  world.  “  They  fhall  be  mine,”  faith  the  Lord, 
ss  in  that  day  when  I  make  up  my  jewels/’  Having  wafhed 
them  with  his  blood,  and  fandified  them  by  his  fpirit,  he  will 
not  be  afhamed  to  call  them  brethren,  but  will  confefs  them 
before  his  Father,  and  prefent  them  at  his  throne,  without  fpot 
and  blemifh. — And, 

4 thlyy  To  complete  the  happinefs  of  the  faints,  then  fhall 
there  be  the  cleared  difeovery  of  all  God’s  works,  and  the  moft 
full  and  open  manifeftation  of  his  glorious  perfections.  When 
all  his  great  defigns  are  accomplifhed  and  brought  to  their  in- 
tended  iffue,  then  {hall  the  wife  order,  and  harmonious  con¬ 
texture,  of  divine  Providence  be  clearly  difeerned,  the  moft  in¬ 
tricate  and  perplexed  difpenfations  fhall  be  explained  and  vindi¬ 
cated  :  and  it  fhall  then  appear,  to.  the  full  conviction  c£  the 
whole  admiring  family  of  God,  that  all  things  have  wrought 
together  for  their  fpiritual  improvement  and  eternal  felicity. 
This  fhall  be  the  day  of  folemn  triumph,  the  grand  jubilee  upon 
the  finifhing  of  all  God’s  works  from  the  creation  of  the  world, 
upon  which  enfues  the  refignation  of  the  Mediator’s  kingdom. 
For  although  Chrift  fhall  continue  through  eternity  to  be  the 
head  of  his  church,  yet  the  prefent  manner  of  his  adtniniftra- 
tion  fhall  then  ceafe.  He  fhall  then  deliver  up  the  kingdom  to 
the  Father,  that  God,  or  the  undivided  Godhead,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghoft,  may  be  all  in  all*  This  fad  is  diftindly  aft 
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feted,  (i  Cor.  xv.  24, — 28.)  “Then  cometh  the  end/'  faith 
the  Apoftle, “■  when  Chrift  (hall  have  delivered  up  the  kingdom 
u  to  God,  even  the  Father  ;  when  he  fhall  have  put  down  all 
“  rule,  and  all  authority  and  power.  For  he  muft  reign  till  he 
ts  hath  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet.  The  lad  enemy  that  {hail 
u  be  destroyed  is  death.  For  he  hath  put  all  things  under  his 
feet.  But  when  he  faith  that  all  things  are  put  tinder  him, 
“  it  is  manifeft  that  he  is  excepted  which  did  put  all  things  un«° 
f«  der  him.  v/heq  all  things  (hall  be  fubdued  unto  him, 

“  then  {hall  the  Son  alfo  himfelf  be  fubjedb  unto  him  that  put 
u  all  things  under  him,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all.” 

Thus  you  have  heard  how  ChrifFs  fecond  coming  fhall  com¬ 
plete  the  falvation  of  his  people,  and  increafe  that  happinefs 
at  the  refurre£tion  which  commenced  at  their  new  birth ;  and 
which,  though  greatly  improved  by  the  releafe  of  the  foul  from 
the  earthly  tabernacle,  was  not  carried  to  its  full  perfection  at 
death.— The  manner  of  our  Lord's  appearance,  when  he  comes 
upon  this  gracious  defign,  is  the 


Third  particular  in  the  text,  which  comes  now  to  be  confider- 
ed.  u  He  fhall  appear  the  fecond  time,  without  fin ,  unto  faL 
c£  vation.”  When  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  God  fent  forth  his 
Son  into  this  world,  although  he  was  absolutely  pure  and  fpot- 
lefs  in  himfelf,  yet  then  he  u  bare  the  fins  of  many  f  and  C£  he 
who  knew  no  fin,  was  made  fin  for  us.”  Appearing  in  the 
likenefs  of  finful  fiefh,  he  was  numbered  with  tranfgreiTors,  and 
treated  as  if  he  had  been  the  word:  of  criminals  :  But  by  his 
{Offerings  and  death,  having  fully  expiated  the  guilt  of  fin,  he 
obtained  a  public  and  legal  difcharge,  by  being  releafed  from  the 
prifon  of  the  grave,  and  ■“  fet  at  the  right  hand  of  God  in 
“  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality  and  power,  and 
Si  might  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not 
u  only  in  this  world,  but  alfo  in  that  which  is  to  come.” — 
When  therefore  he  cometh  again,  he  fhall  appear,  “ without 
<c  fn”  without  that  guilt  which  was  charged  upon  him,  while 
he  fuflained  the  character  of  Surety,  and  flood  in  the  place  of 
{infill  man. 

He  fhall  like  wife  appear  without  any  of  the  effe&s  of  fm, 
fuch  as  pain,  poverty,  reproach  or  infirmity  of  any  kind.  It 
fhall  not  be  fuch  an  appearance  as  his  firft  was,  when  he  <c  made 
ec  himfelf  of  no  reputation,  took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fer- 
vant,”  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  indignities  attending  that 
“  lUeai?  condition,  lie  will  not  c.otnc  to  be  buiteted  and  fcoor- 
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ged3  and  fpit  upon,  and  crowned  with  thorns.  He  will  not 
come,  O  carelefs  and  ungrateful  finners  !  to  be  defpifed  and 
rejected  in  all  his  gracious  offers.  No:  he  (ball  come  in  the 
clouds,  with  great  power  and  glory  :  he  (hall  be  revealed  from 
heaven,  with  Jus  mighty  angels:  he  fhall  appear  in  all  the 
fplendour  of  Zion’s  King,  arrayed  with  that  glory  which  he  had 
wkh  the  Father  before  the  world  was.  Then  fhall  the  reproach 
cn  the  crofs  be  wiped  off,  and  all  his  bufferings  fully  recom¬ 
pensed.  In  his  humble  ftate,  he  was  attended  by  twelve  poor 
and  illiterate  nien  :  but  then  (hail  he  come  with  “  ten  thoufands 
*c  of  his  faints,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with  him.’’  He  was 
introduced  to  his  public  miniftry  by  the  «  voice  of  one  crying 
“  in  the  wildernefs  but  then  fhall  his  approach  be  announced 
by  the  “  voice  of  the  archangel  and  the  trump  of  GodT  And 
he  Who  on  Mount  calvary  was  lifted  up  on  the  crofs  between 
two  thieves,  fhall  then  afeend  his  “  great  white  throne,  high 
“and  lifted  up  f’  from  whence,  with  unerring  wifdom,  and 
almighty  power,  he  fhall  feparate  the  righteous  from  the  wick¬ 
ed,  adjudging  the  one  to  everhfting  life,  and  the  other  to  end- 

lefs  miferv.  '  "  ‘  • 

* 

Thus  fhall  he  appear,  when*  he  “comes  the  fecond  time* 
“  without  fin,  unto  falvationT  And  ought  not  the  profpe&  of 
this  to  have  a  mighty  influence  upon  us  in  the  mean  time? 
cc  Behold  he  co'meth  with  clouds,  and  ' every  eye  dm  11  fee  him, 
“  a^d  they  alfo  who  pierced  him,  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth 
“  wail  bee au fe  of  him.” *  Flow  great  will  be  the  confufon 
of  ungod iy  men,  when  they  fee  that  Jefus,  whofe  grace  thev 
defptied,  coming  to  fix  their  everlafting  date. '  The  multitude 
that  came  determined  to  apprehend  him  in  the  days  of  his  flefh. 
went  backward,  and  fell  to  the  ground,  when,  with  an  air  of 
majefly,  he  only  pronounced  thefe  few  words,  «  I  am  HeT 
And  if  the  L»amb  s  voice  was  fo  terrible,  how  dreadful  will  he 
appear  when  he  roareth  as  a  lion  ?  If  his  voice  fhook  the  earth 
when  he  published  the  law  from  Mount  Sinai,  how  mu  ft  it  {hake 
the  hearts  of  his  enemies,  when  he  pronounceth  the  fentenee  of 
the  law,  and  dooms  to  thole  punithments  which  the  law  hath 
awarded  ? 

But  the ■profpeft  of  this  appearance  is  no  iefs  comfortable  to 
believers,  than  it  is  terrible  to  the  ungodly.  Then  fhall  his  own 
people  lift  up  their  heads,  and  behold  his  glory  with  exceeding 
jov.  His  coming  fhall  be  to  them  the  dawning  of  an  everlafU 
mg  day.  They  know  that  he  brings  falvation  with  him,  the  full 
harvcit  of  that  light  and  gladnels  which  were  fown  for  them 
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in  time.  He  comes  to  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes,  to 
complete  their  victory  over  death  and  hell,  and  to  put  their 
whole  perfons,  fouls  and  bouies,  in  full  pofieffion  of  that  hea¬ 
venly  inheritance,  a  which  is  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and 
“  that  fadeth  not  away.” 

If  it  is  comfortable  at  prefent  to  hear  of  him,  to  think  of  his 
love,  to  commemorate  his  death,  and  to  behold  his  beauty  in 
the  ordinances  of  his  grace  ;  what  muft  it  be  to  fee  him  in  all 
the  glory  of  his  exalted  (fate  ?  When  a  dear  relation  who  hath 
been  long  abfent  in  a  far  country,  returns  to  his  kindred  and 
friends,  how  do  all  concerned  hafteri  to  meet  him,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  their  joy  at  his  arrival  ?  and  will  not  the  faints  then  rejoice 
at  the  coming  of  their  Saviour  ?  With  what  tranfports  of  glad- 
nefs  will  they  cry  out,  Behold,  yonder  he  .comes  !  He  whofe 
blood  hath  redeemed,  and  whofe  fpirit  hath  fan 6ti fled  us.  Yon¬ 
der  he  comes  in  whom  we  trufted,  and  for  whom  we  have  long 
waited  ;  and  now  we  fee  that  He  hath  not  deceived  us,  and  that 
he  hath  not  made  us  wait  in  vain.  “  Even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus.,y 
And  this  leads  me  to  the 


Fourth  and  lafi.  particular  in  the  text,  which  is  the  chara&er 
of  thofe  to  whom  this  fecond  appearance  of  our  Lord  {hall  be 
comfortable.  They  are  fuch  as  “  look  for  him.”  This  fhort, 
but  fignificant  defcription,  may  be  confidered  as  including, 

A  firm  belief  of  this  event.  One  who  looks  for  it  in 
the  fenfe  of  the  Apoftle’s  words,  is  as  thoroughly  perfuaded  of 
its  certainty,  as  he  is  that  the  fun  which  fets  to-night  {hall  rife 
again  to-morrow.  His  faith  is  built  on  the  fared;  foundation, 
the  word  and  promife  of  his  Saviour  himlelf  :  and  therefore 
his  heart  is  imprefied  with  ChrifPs  fecond  appearance  as  much, 
at  leaf!:,  as  really,  as  if  he  already  faw  him  coming  in  the  clouds 
of  heaven.  But, 

2cJlyy  The  expreflion  denotes  the  love  and  defire  of  this  event, 
Th^  faints  take  pleafure  in  the  profped  of  it,  and  accordingly 
aie  defcribed  by  the  Apofille  Paul  (2  Tim.  4, — 8.),  by  this  very 
circumftance,  They  are  {uch  as  4<  love  his  appearing.’'  If  the 
faints  under  tne  old  difpenfation  longed  for  the  rnanifeihation  oi 
our  Lord  in  the  flefh,  how  much  more  ought  we  to  long  for 
that  more  glorious  appearance  which  he  {hail  make  in  the  end 
Oa  the  vrorld.  1  he  Atheift  rejebls  this  doflnne  altogether  ; 
th>_.  piofane  icoflcr  fays,  u  ‘A  here  is  the  promife  of  Ins  coming  ?"’ 
Carnal  finners  are  afraid  of  it  when  alarmed  with  the  rebukes  of 
confidence  :  as  when  Paul  preached  of  righteoufhefs,  tempe¬ 
rance,  and  judgment  to  come,  Felix  trembled.  But  to  the 
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godly  it  is  not  matter  ol*  terror*  but  of  delight.  Nay,  they 
would  even  haften  its  approach  if  it  were  in  their  power.  A 
believer,  when  his  heart  is  right,  will  fay,  like  the  mother  of 
Sifera,  when  fhe  cried  through  the  lattefs,  “  Why  is  his  chariot 
*c  fo  long  in  coming  ?  Why  tarry  the  wheels  of  his  chariot  ?,s 
At  the  fame  time, 

3  This  expreflion  i  nr  ports  a  patient  waiting  for  his  ap¬ 
pearance,  in  ipite  of  all  difcouragements.  Love  makes  the  be¬ 
liever  to  long  ;  hut  faith  enables  patiently  tp  wait  for  his  Lord's 
coming.  What  though  he  dwells  in  an  unkind  world, 
wounded  with  sharp  afftidtions,  harafled  with  temptations,  and 
op  pre  fled  with  a  body  of  fm  and  death  ?  Yet  all  this  not  with- 
{landing,  he  {till  looks  and  waits  with  patience  and  refignationc 
He  knows  that  the  fecond  coming  of  his  Lord  will  abundantly 
compenfate  all  his  prelent  delays  and  difcouragements.  And 
(t  that  this  trial  of  their  faith,  being  much  more  precious  than  of 
f  gold  that  periilieth,  though  it  be  tried  with  £re,  {hall  then  be 
found  unto  praife,  and  honour,  and  glory. ?>  But  the  moft 
ciientia!  part  of  the  character  of  thofe  to  whom  the  fecond  ap¬ 
pearance  of  our  Lord  fhaii  be  comfortable,  is  in  the 

4/Aand  lafl  place.  An  habitual  preparation  for  this  event. 
They  will  endeavour  u  to  have  their  loins  girded  about,  and 
their  lights  burning,  and  themfelves  like  unto  men  that  wait 
*c  for  their  Lord,  that  when  he  cometfi  and  knpeketh,  they  may 
ec  open  unto  him  im mediately. ”  The  beft  evidence  which 
v/e  can  give  that  we  truly  look  for  him  with  faith  and  love,  is 
our  being  diligent,  that  we  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace, 
without  fpot,  and  blamelefs.  As  the  proper  ^improvement, 
therefore,  of  all  that  hath  been  laid,  let  me  addrefs  to  you  this 
concluding  exhortation,  “  Give  all  diligence  to  make  your, 
calling  and  eledlion  fureT — “  Take  heed  to  yourfelves, 
left  at  any  time  your  hearts  be  overcharged  with  furfeiting 
c(  and  drunkennefs,  and  the  cares  of  this  life,  and  fo  that  day 
<(  come  upon  you  unawares.”™ “  Let  your  whole  converfation 
be  fuch  r«3  becometh  the  gofpel  of  Chrift.,,  Never  think 
c<  that  vou  have  already  attained,  either  are  already  perfedl  $ 
cc  but  forgetting  the  things  which  are  behind,  and  teaching 
ti  forth  to  thofe  things  which  are  before,  pref*  towards  the; 
k*  mark,  for  tlte  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift 
<«  Jefus.”™44  Set  your  affections  on  things  above,  not  on 
things  on  the  earth,  that  when  he  who  is  your  life  (hall 
4*  appear,  ye  may  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory,”  /m e'n* 
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